
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/| 



Digitized 



by Google 




''^iB^ 



^ 3oo-ii + . Z/S 




Digitized 



by Google 



Digiti 



^ed by Google 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



AN 



ACCOUNT 



IffSta^lBlD ^^ii^tlB© 



AMERICA. 



DERIVED FROM ACTUAL OBSERVATION, DURING A RESIDENCE 
OF FOUR YEARS IN THAT REPUBLIC : 

INCLUDING 

ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 



BY ZSAiLC BOZJmZSS. 




LONDON: 

PRINTED AT THE CAXTON PRESS, BY HENRY FISHER, 

Printer in Ordinary to His Majesty; 

Published at 38, Newgate-street ; and Sold bj all Booksellers. 



Digitized 



by Google 




Digitized 



^d by Google 



PREFACE. 



To THE Public, 

During my residence in the United States, I met with 
many emigrants, who, having left Europe under false im- 
pressions, were much dissatisfied with the country. Some 
among them, who had been accustomed to manage English 
farms, had proceeded to the back settlements, not calcu- 
lating upon the trouble, labour, and privations they would 
have to endure for a number of years. Many of these, 
after working for a few months, on finding their health and 
spirits decline, had sunk under the toil. Some had been 
seduced by deceptive representations, to purchase land 
which they had never viewed, and upon arriving where it 
was situated, they found it not worth cultivating; while 
others bad purchased land they never could discover. 

Many labourers and mechanics, hearing of the high 
wages given in the United States, conceived, that as soon 
as they set foot on the soil, they could procure work at al- 
most any rate they thought proper to demand ; but arriving 
in some of the large cities, where there are too many com- 
petitors for the work to be performed, they loitered away 
their time, and, until their money was nearly expended, 
they did not think of removing to such places as were 
likely to furnish them with employment. Several also, who# 
although they did not experience any particular diflSculty 
having entered the country with false ideas relative to its 
climate, inhabitants, advantages. Sec, which opinions they 
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had imbibed from reading false and exaggerated statements; 
were likewise greatly disappointed and dissatisfied. 

Having noticed so much discontent, upon my return to 
Great Britain, I resolved to issue a small pamphlet, gi^ng 
advice to those who determined to emigrate to the United 
States. I accordingly wrote the chapter entitled, " Advice 
to Emigrants," but, conceiving afterwaids, thit it would 
be proper to give some information relative to the state of 
Agriculture, I composed the chapter on that nubjttct^ Thv® 
writing one chapter after another, the work ttawEaed ft 
magnitude, which would have filled two octavo voluoies : 
but by the advice of the publisher it was eomprefiaed; and 
in its present form I beg leave, with all dve df ference, to 
sttlnnit it to the public. 

That there are many imperfections ia the style fut4 
language of the work, I have no doubt; for having been 
actively occupied for twenty years in commercial pursuits, 
I have not had leisure to cultivate those literary acquire-* 
menta which are requisite for an author. In this work I 
have endeavoured to give a faithful account of the United 
States: and I have delivered my sentiments openly and 
fearlessly, neither courting the approbation, nor shrinking 
from the fix)wn, of any caie. 

In the chapter above referred to, entitled ''Advice 
to Emigrants," I have discouraged emigration ; but had I 
been so well acquainted as at present, widi the great 
distresses of the British agriculturist, I certainly mu^ have 
allowed, that the American cultivator, was in an enviable 
situation, when compared with many English farmers. What 
is the situation at present of the farmer in the best agricul- 
tural counties of England ? I am credibly infi»rmed that 
several, some of whom have expended four, five, and even 
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ieft thcni^aiEMl pounds ia stock, &c« upon tbeir farms, are 
uni^Ue to pay the landlord half his rent. Ta>;es, tithes, 
and poor-rates, must first be satisfied. Let U9 compare with 
thes«, thq situation of a farmer with t family, possessed of 
6¥€i tbousMd pounds in the Unitjed Sttttes* This is a sum, 
at the present nMe of exchange, of twenty-five thousand 
dollars. With that amount, two tboosand acres of land 
may be purchased, four or five hundred acres of which 
would be cleared, besides having a good house, bams, and 
a fhrm well stocked^ But the family upon a farm in the 
United States must all labour ; the father, mother, sons, and 
dau^tera, apiust all work ; for it is probable that no domes* 
tic servants could be procured. Let a family, however^ emi- 
grate with a determination to labour^ and be willing to 
endure some privations, atd in a few years, growing happy 
and contented, they will find it sweet to eat the bread of 
ind^endence, procujred by hoo^aat industry. To ensure this 
happiness, let them talk and think as little as posuble 
about Gfeat Britain ; yet even then it will be a long tim^ 
before Ijie remanbrance of their country will be dispelled — 
before the American farms will possess the same comforts and 
ci^^eniencesas those in England-^or, before the people there 
can be viewed in the same light, by Englishmen, as their 
former associates. Early friendships and impressions take 
deep root in the mind; they are fixed in the very view and 
feeling of the soul, and they cause all new countries for 
a long time to appear disagreeable. But every year efifacea 
a little of the impression ; new connections by marriages 
are formed, which in the United States sometimes take 
place very early, and this serves to attach an emigrant 
family to the country of their adoption. 

There is yet one more substantial advantage which thie 
American fisirmer possesses, and that is, in the future pros- 
pect of his family. In Great Britain, at present, the fanner 
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whose property consists in stock, looks forward with btit 
little hope : on viewing that period when he must leave ' 
this world, there is a gloom which hangs around the fu* • 
ture situation of his family, that is disagreeable. He is 
fearful that they may be reduced to poverty, as many others 
have been. Whereas, in the United States, if he possessed 
one or two thousand acres of land ; there is sufficient for 
his children, and their children after them. 

The United States is a country upon which the public 
attention is riveted. Princes and grandees may view it 
with a trenchant feeling. For thousands of years they have 
been considered as necessary to a well-organized govern- 
ment as a head to a human body. In this new empire 
they have tried without them; and the fundamental basis of 
their constitution is, that they shall never exist in the 
country : and it would be treason for any one to attempt 
to introduce the rule of a monarch. The agriculturist re- 
gards it also as a section of the globe, (though but a few 
years since it was a forest or wilderness) in which husbandry 
is so far advanced, that a population of nearly ten 
millions of inhabitants is supported; and the only dis- 
tress which the farmers experience is, that they have not 
sufficient markets for their superabundant produce. The 
merchant may well view it as of importance, for in every 
sea their vessels are floating, and in every harbour the ''star- 
spangled banner" is displayed, unless they are particularly 
excluded by law. 

The working mechanic and labourer look at it as a 
country, in which such descriptions of persons receive 
nearly three times as much for their services as they could 
obtain in Europe; and in which the common labourer 
possesses civil and political* rights, equal to the richest 
man in the country. 
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Several centuries elapsed after the foundation of the 
Roman Empire, before it became of importance ; but here^ 
in less than half a century, within the recollection of many 
who are now living, an empire has arisen, prodigious in 
extent of territory, and great in importance, for its politi- 
cal influence is felt in the remotest recesses of every l^u- 
ropean court; and as yet, it only appears as the founda- 
tion of what will hereafter become one of the greatest 
political superstructures that was ever raised. 

That I should not have perfectly described this country, 
is not a matter of much wonder ; the pen has already been 
in more able hands than mine ; and yet they have failed in 
the description : if, however, the work conduces to the ad- 
vantage of any emigrants, my purpose is attained, and I 
remain satisfied : as such, I o£fer the first, and probably 
the only work, which I shall ever obtrude on the public 
attention. 

THE AUTHOR. 
Liverpool, Jan. 1, 1823. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The discovery of America was one of 
the greatest events that ever occurred in the 
history of our globe. It spread before the eyes 
of Europe an extent of territory, nearly equal in 
dimensions to the . continent of the Old World, 
peopled by tribes, communities, nations, and king- 
doms, of which the inhabitants of the eastern 
hemisphere had never formed the most distant 
conception. Among these extensive regions, the 
vast territories which now constitute the United 
States, hold a conspicuous rank, exhibiting, in 
all the majesty of vii^n independence, an aston- 
ishing spectacle; commanding the approbation of 
the politician, the homage of the legislator, the 
sanction of the moralist, and the veneration of 
the philosopher. 

little more than three hundred years have 
elapsed, since Columbus first navigated the At- 
lantic, and beheld these shores, which subsequent 
adventurers, animated by his spirit, and pursuing 
his track, have found stretching into latitudes, 
where no vessel had previously sailed. During 
this short period, the United States, nursed in 
their infancy by their European parent, have 
acquired an Herculean vigour^ which now extends 
a dominion over nearly four thousand miles of 
coast on the eastern side ; from the northern states 

B 



Digitized 



by Google 



VI IJNTEODUCTION- 

to the Gulf of Mexico, besides an extensive 
range on the shores of the Pacific ocean. The 
area of this vast republic comprises two million 
Jive hundred thousand square miles; compared ^ith 
vhich, Great Britain, with all its wealth, exten- 
sive commerce, and naval and military glory, 
dwindles into a mere point, sincei if taken in 
connection with Ireland, it occupies no more than 
one-twenty-fifth part of that space. 

When Ammea was first discovered, that 
portion now denominated the United States, was 
peopled by a few hundred thousand savages, who, 
haviug no fixed habitation, roamed at large, and 
were nearly as wild and ferocious as the beasts 
which traversed the forests, prowling for furey; 
equally unaccustomed to restraint, and, except 
among themselves, alike without molestation. Al« 
ready the population exceeds ten millions ; and were 
the inhabitants as numerous in proportion to its 
extent as they are in Great Britain, the United 
States would contain an aggregate id five hmulred 
millions of huTMn heir^s. 

As a power, this portion of the western con* 
tinent is yet in its infancy ; and what that high 
and important destiny is, winch the Creator of 
tjie imi verse intends this empire to attain, t2JtL 
only be the subject of conjecture. Reasoning 
from analogy, it will becotsie a giant among the 
nations of the earth. When the present and seve- 
ral succeeding genersUions shall have passed away 
into the ocean of eternity^ perhaps those who 



Digitized 



by Google 



INTRODUCTION* VII 

people the earth may behold its hundreds of mil- 
lions of inhabitants, rallying round one common 
centre, wielding a power that is invincible, and, 
with arts and sciences flourishing under its auspi- 
ces, shining like the star of the ascendant. Should 
the union between the States remain indissoluble, 
no doubt can be entertained that this will conso- 
lidate a power, far transcending all that Assyria, 
Persia, Macedon, or Rome, could ever boast — ' 
greater than was ever witnessed since the creation 
of the worid. 

Scarcely has half a century elapsed, since 
this vast country pertained to Britain, to which 
the inhabitants were strongly attached by a same- 
ness of language, a reciprocity of feeling, by ties 
of consanguinity, and by congenial sentiments 
of loyalty to the same monarch. But through 
an unhappy dispute, arising from one of those 
causes, on which the destinies of nations and 
empires depend, submission gave place to resist- 
ance, resistance to opposition, opposition to vic- 
tory, and victory led to independence. Thus 
the United States, through the violence of the 
political tempest, broke from her moorings, to 
navigate the ocean of time on her own account, 
never again to return into the harbour of Bri- 
tain. 

In 1776, when these colonies resisted the 
power of England, they consisted of only thuteen 
confederated communities; but at present there 
are twenty-four, which constitute the grand repub- 
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lie, besides the district of Columbia, the Floridas, 
and a vast extent of country not yet settled. 

These states are Maine, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 
York, Vermont, New Jersey, Pmnsylvama, Dela- 
ware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Ohio, 
Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee, Missouri, 
South Carolina, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
and Alabama. These 1 shall divide into. East* 
em, (or North Eastern,) Middle, Western, and 
Southern. 

I shall term Maine, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island,- Connec- 
ticut, New Yoric, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, 
the Eastern States ;—Dels.yrs.re, Maryland, Virgi- 
nia, and North Carolina, the Middle States;--^ 
Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
and Missouri, the Western States;— Bud South 
Carolina, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, and 
Alabama, the Southern States. I have made 
this division, in order that, in the prosecution of 
this work, when 1 am treating of the Commerce, 
Agriculture, &c. of the country, the reader may 
be able to refer to the different sections of the 
Union* of which I am writing. 
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CHAP. I. 

HISTORICAL OBSERVATIONS. 

The extensive continent no^ called America, 
was discovered by Columbus in the year 1492 ; 
but the history and adventures of this distinguished 
character have been so long before the public, 'that 
the circumstances connected with his intrepidity 
can at present excite but little interest. 

The successes of this celebrated navigator 
awakening throughout Europe a spirit of adven- 
ture, many individuals started from obscurity, to 
try their fortunes in those seas, which he had so 
advantageously explored. Among these, Vespucci 
Amerigo, generally known as Americus Vespucius, 
a Florentine of noble birth, embarked for the new 
world ; and on his return, published an account 
of lands on the continent, which he professed to 
have discovered. To these unexplored tracts, he 
gave on his maps, the title of '^ Amerigo s Land,'* 
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' and his work being written in a popular style, the 
whole continent assumed his name. Thus was 
Columbus robbed of an honour which his genius 
had so justly earned, nor has it been in the power 
of posterity to do him justice. In many parts of 
the United States, the appellation "Columbia," 
is not unknown ; but the name America, through- 
out the whole civilized world, is almost uniformly 
annexed to this important portion of the globe. 

In the year 1493, Pope Alexander, who had 
arrogated to himself the title of " God's Vice- 
gerent on earth," in the plenitude of his ambitious 
generosity, gave the whole of this vast continent, 
and its adjacent islands, to Spain. But although 
his voice at this time operated nearly as a mandate 
from heaven, to which, on ordinary occasions, the 
princes of Europe yielded an implicit submission, 
his authority was acknowledged with much reluc* 
tance, on an affair that militated against their 
several interests. His right to grant such a large 
donation was viewed in a questionable light ; and 
few among them were disposed to acquiesce in 
these decisions of infallibility. 

As a mark of his disapprobation, Henry VH. 
of England, granted to John Cabot and his sons, 
a commission to navigate different parts of the 
ocean, for the purpose of making discoveries. By 
this commission, Sebastian Cabot took possesaioii 
of a great part of the North American Continent, 
in the name and on the behalf of the King of 
England. 
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A patent was also granted by Qaeen Elizabeth 
to Sir Humphrey Gilbert, in 1578, but no effec- 
tual steps to colonize this continent resulted from 
this grant. Soon after, in 1584, she licensed Sir 
Walter Raleigh ^^to search for heathen lands, 
not inhabited by Christian people," and granted 
to him in fee, '^all the soil, widiin 200 leagues of 
the places where his people should make their 
dwellings or abidings." It is strange that the 
profession of a doctrine, the Founder of which 
declared his '^kingdom was not of this world, 
should be thought a warranty, or a reason suffi- 
ciently powerful, to dispossess the peaceAil occu- 
piers of a country, which was their property. 
Under the auspices of Sir Walter Raleigh, an 
inconsiderable colony took possession of a place 
on the coast of North Carolina; and, in honour 
of Queen Elizabeth, the name Virginia was 
given to the whole of Uiat part of the American 
Continent, which afterwards formed the thirteen 
colonies. What became of these few first settlors 
was sever known. 

In the year 1607, the first permanent settle- 
m^it wns made, by some emigrants taking posses- 
sion of a peninsula, on the north side of James's 
Rtter; they erected a town, and, in honour of 
King James, who then reigned, they gave it the 
name of James-Town. But these were doomed to 
encounter innumerable hardships, and disease 
made such havoc among them, that one-half was 
consigned to the tomb in a short period. 
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In 1609» a license was git en td transport to 
Virginia all persons desirous of going thitber; 
the consequence was, that other settlers joined 
those who had estaUished v themselves at James^ 
Town ; and it was declared, that they would l^e 
entitled to all the righ^ts of .subjects, the same as 
if they had remained within the realm. Within 
20 years after the foundation, of James-Town, 
upwards of 9000 settlors had, at different periods, 
emigrated thither; but disease, famine, and war 
with the native Indians, had only left 1800 of 
that number. Throt^h these, and similar disas- 
ters, notwithstanding the multitudes that arrived 
from England, and the natural increase by propa- 
gation, the whole of Virginia, in 1670, did not con- 
tain more than 40,000 white inhabitants. 

The year 1620 was remarkable for the ariival 
of the Puritans. This was caused by the ridi- 
culous and wicked enactments in England against 
noncotiformists, which were passed in la9d. One 
of these acts was, that '^ all persons who refused 
to go to the established church, or were present 
at any conventicle or meeting, should be pun- 
ished with imprisonment, until the convicted 
agreed to conform, and made a declaration of 
conformity ;" and if this was not done within three 
months after conviction, he or she was to quit 
the realm, and be perpetually banished: and 
provided they did not depart within the time 
limited, or returned afterwards without license, 
they were to suffer death ; and under this reck- 
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less, savage, or bloody act, many did actnally 
suffer. 

In 16Q6« a congregation of nonconformists, or, 
as they were termed, Puritans, had fled to Holland, 
where they continued ten years. Afterwards, 
they left Holland, and applied to King James 
for full liberty and freedom to worship God in 
England, according to the dictates of their con- 
science; but the bigoted or besotted king re- 
jected their request. Thus repulsed, they em- 
barked for ^America, hoping that, at a distance 
of 3000 miles, land the Atlantic intervening, they 
should be out of the reach of ecclesiastical courts. 
They accordingly sailed> 101 in number,' from 
Plymouth; and, in November, 1620, arrived at 
Cape Cod. Before landing, they formed them- 
selves into a body politic, subject to the Crown 
of England, for the purpose of ''forming just 
and equal laws, ordinances, acts, constitutions, 
and offices." , 

These Puritans, on their arrival, fixed on a 
place, which they called New Plymouth ; having 
previously purchased the soil from its native pro^ 
prietors. Thus they and their future associates 
laid the foundation of New England. 

During the first winter aft^ their landing, they 
sustained incredible hardships. Their dwellings 
were hasty, and biit poor erections; and the cold 
of that part of America is frequently intense. 
Such, therefore, were their sufferings, by famine 
and disease, that nearly half their numbers were 
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coMigned to the grave, witbm the short space of 
six months after their landing. But what will not 
men actuated by religions zeal encounter? They 
considered that they were suffering in the great 
cause of truth and rdigion, and that if death 
should close thdr mortal career, heaven would 
be opened, where they would be gloriously reconn 
pensed for their fidelity and afflictions. 

These Puritans were plain, frugal, and indus- 
trious persons, strict observers of morality and 
religious duties. Tbey considered the Bible to 
be the proper rule of both faith and practice* 
Episcopacy, the church hierarchy, and the pomp 
of bishops, they thought were dbcordant to the 
pure> simple, equal, and lowly spirit of Chris- 
tianity, which orders, that '' he who would be the 
chiefest, should be the servant of all." They were 
(^ctand rigid Calvinists; and, as the Calvinistic 
doctrine generates a sort of harsh unsocial feeling, 
by contracting the mercy of God, it appears to 
make its professors of a narrow and contracted 
mind. To this day, the stem Calvinistic featwes 
of the first Puritan settlers remain with many ci 
the inhabitants of New England. 

It is a curious circomstancet but perils^ wIm^ 
may be eacpected from human nature, that as soon 
as these people found they possessed poww, they 
became pearsecutors; and in 1631, only 11 years 
after their first landing, they passed a resolution, 
that no man should be admitted to their body 
politic, but such as were members of some of their 
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churches; that none but such, should share in 
the administration of their civil government, or 
have a voice in any election. Thus these persons, 
who^had fdit the iron hand of oppressive power — 
who had condemned all acts to prevent noncon* 
formity, as irreligious and improper — wanted to 
make conformists to their narrow and bigoted 
tenets. In consequence of these oppressive acts 
and resolutions, other States were fonned; namely, 
Rhode Island; New Hampshire, &c. ; and this 
part of North America then took the name of 
New England. The population of this country 
was rapid, as the Puritans, harassed in England, 
fled in great numbers; and it is an established 
fact, that, in the space of twenty years from the 
first settlement, about 21,000 had arrived, in 
298 vessels. 

In the year 1633, Maryland, the third English 
colony in North America, was settled, and made 
a province of the British empire. Shortly after* 
wards there were 200 persons, chiefly of the 
Roman Catholic religion, who emigrated thither, 
landing at the Potowmac. Calvert, their leader, 
purchased the soil from the Indians; and, with 
their consent, took possei^ion of a town or village, 
which he called St Mary's. The adjacent land 
waa easily cultivated, and they lived in harmony 
with the natives. Hearing of their success, the 
Roman Catholics, unhappy in their native land, 
(Great Britain and Ireland,) went in great nimi- 
bers to Maryland, where they might celebrate the 
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rites of their religion, without test or other actff. 
Lord Baltimore, to whom the province of Mary- 
land had been granted, laid the foundation of its 
future greatness and prosperity on the basis of 
freedom in religion, and security to property. 

With respect to religion, the North American 
colonies exhibited a very curious anomaly in the 
year 1637. In Massachusetts, the Puritans, who 
had fled, from persecution, had become persecu- 
tors, not tolerating other sects. In Virginia, the 
Church of England were harassing all who dis- 
sented from them. In Maryland, the Roman 
Catholics were tolerating all! These measures 
caused an increase to the wealth and population 
of the latter colony. 

Emigration to North America nearly ceaised 
about the year 1640, in consequence of more tole- 
rant mesusures, relative to religion, being pursued 
in Great Britain. Soon after the Restoration, 
Charles the II. in 1662, granted a charter to Con-^ 
necticut, which left the judicial, executive, and , 
legislative power, in the freemen of the corpora- 
tion, or their delegates; and it was not impera- 
tive.to, communicate their acts to the sovereign. 

In 1663, a chartet was granted to: Rhode Island 
and Providence Plantation, eqnialiy free and libe- 
ral as the one to Connecticut. In the same year, 
a patent was granted to Lord Clarendon and 
others, relative to, and comprehending, the terri- 
tory now comprising the States of North and 
South Carolina and Georgia; North and South 
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Carolina not being made separate provinces until 
the year 1728, nor Georgia until four jrears after- 
wards, in 1732. 

In the year 1664, Charles the II. granted a 
patent to his brother, the Duke of York, which 
included the present States of New York and 
New Jersey. These provinces had previously 
been partially settled by some Dutch colonists, 
and held as territorial possessions of the United 
Netherlands; but the King of England claimed 
it by right of prior discovery, and the Dutch 
settlers were easily induced to acknowledge his 
authority. 

In the year 1681, King Charles gave to William 
Penn a patent for Pennsylvania. Mr. Penn, some- 
time afterwards, obtained a grant of the land on 
the western side of the river Delaware, which 
was formed into a distinct province, and is now 
the State of Delaware. Penn purchased the right 
of soil of both Pennsylvania and Delaware from 
the Indian residents. 

In most of the charters and patents, granted 
to the colonists, it was expressly stipulated, that 
they and their descendants were to have and enjoy 
the same rights, privileges, or immunities, as sub- 
jects bom within the realm; but the one granted 
to William Penn had not this clause. 

In the year 1732, when Georgia was separated 
from South Carolina, the British possessions thea 
formed thirteen distinct provinces or colonies, ap- 
pendages to the British empire. Thus, in less than 
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130 years from the first permanent settlement, a 
sea*coast of nearly 2000 miles was occupied ; and 
in the interior, westward, there were partial settle-* 
ments to the Alleghany Mountains. 

In the year 1749, a grant of six hundred thou- 
sand acres of land, in the neighbourhood and bor- 
dering upon the river Ohio, was made to certain 
persons in London and Virginia. These persons 
associated themselves under the title of the Ohio 
Company. France, then being in possession of 
Canada to the north, and Louisiana to the south, 
was determined to preserve a free communication 
between their settlements, which the new grant 
was calculated to interrupt. The new settlers 
under the grant, and certain French, soon came 
into collision; and at length Great Britain and 
France, from this and other causes, were involved 
in war in the year 1754. These disputes were 
finally settled by the treaty of Paris, in 1763, by 
which Great Britain obtained the Floridas, and 
all the country lying east of the Mississippi ; with 
H full right to navigate the river. 

In the year 1774, the population of the thirteen 
colonies had increased to three millions; and their 
commerce, previously to the revolution, was equal 
to one-third of that of Great Britain. Here, we 
may certainly say, that the possession of the North 
American colonies was '^ the richest jewel in the 
British crown.'' 

Louisiana, comprehending the whole extent 
of territory as it was purchased by the American 
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GoYerament from France, was discovered by the 
French; wbo, having been previously settled in 
Caimda, Crossed the lakes, and, following different 
rivers, were led into the Mississippi. At different 
periods, they formed trifling settlements upon the 
banks of the river ; but it was not until the year 
1718, that the first house or hut was erected at 
New Orleans : the territorial government had pre- 
viously been fixed at Mobile, a very inconsiderable 
place. The French Government soon discovered 
the importance of the site of New Orleans, and 
the city rapidly increased. In 1762, France 
ceded the territory of Louisiana to Spain; but 
when that kingdom became little better than a 
province of the mighty ^npire of France, under 
Napoleon, she was ordered to restore its domi- 
nion: this was in 1801* 

Napoleon, on April the 30th, 1803, for the 
trifling sum of fifteen millions of dollars, sold or 
ceded this vast t^ritory to the United States. 
The sum indeed was trifling, when we compare 
the magnitude and importance of the territory 
thus acquired. There is a surface of. about oHe 
miUum four hundred tJiousand square miles of land. 
The sovereign or political power, thus ceded, was 
accompanied with all the unappropriated land; 
which, one time or other,, will produce to the 
United States Government more than ten times 
the sum paid for the cession. This act of Thomas 
J^Eerson, who was the President when the pur- 
chase of Louisiana was made, entitles him to 
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the thanks and warmest encomiums of his cotin- 
trymen. 

Florida, which is said to have been discovered 
by Sebastian Cabot eighteen years before it was 
known to the Spaniards, received its name from 
John Ponce, who, sailing from Porto Rica^ 
landed in April, 1513, when the country appeared 
in full bloom and verdure. Since the above year, 
it has frequently changed its masters. In 1564^ 
some part of it was seized by the French, but 
in the following year they were driven from their 
settlements by the Spaniards. In the year 1763, 
Florida w^s ceded to Great Britain, in exchange 
for the Havannah ; and while it remained in their 
possession, it was divided into East and West ; 
but during the American war it was reduced by 
the Spaniards, and, by the definitive treaty of 
1783, guarantied to the crown of Spain. Since 
the above period, it has been transferred to the 
United States, and it is now incorporated in the 
general Union. 

In most places near the sea-coast, the soil of 
this territory is sandy and barren ; but on advan- 
cing inland, a considerable improvement becomes 
visible ; and such is the fertility of some districts, 
that the inhabitants have two or three crops of 
maize in the same year. On receding from the 
shore, the land swells into hills, which are clothed 
with various trees, among Which may be found 
the white and red oak, crab oak, mulberry, mag- 
nolia, pine, hickery, cypress, red and white 
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eedstr. Orang6 and letnon t^efes grdw here without 
cnltrration, stud prodtie^ h^tt^t frtrit thsUi can bfe 
cHbtaitied eithfer ih Spalh di* tartugal. Vities alst) 
ilotiiii^b luidrislnfljr, bearing grapes equal both iti 
^t tod fldVdti^ td th* best muscadhi. Cottott, 
flax, and hemp, also gr'onrtr iti abtiirdatice ; &ild 
among the richer productions of the country, we 
find indigo and cochineal. The rivers, which are 
infested with alligators, abound with fish, and 
oysters and amber are procured on the coasts. 
In the western parts, herds of cattle, and flocks 
of sheep and swine, are numerous ;- but the forests 
still harbour wild beasts of various species. Dur- 
ing summer, the weather is exceedingly hot, but 
in the winter the rivers are occasionally covered 
with ice, and sometimes the orange trees perish 
through the cold. 

Through these changes, Louisiana and Florida 
have now become integral parts of the United 
States, and thus has the empire acquired consoli- 
dation. A new world rose to the view of Europe 
when America was discovered by Coluhibus; and 
a phenomenon equally astonishing, was presented 
to mankind, when the United States renounced 
Great Britain, and asserted their independence. 
Ever since that period, the republic has been 
gaining strength, importance, and extension. The 
Alleghany are now no longer a boundary ; ' but 
beyond the Rocky Mountains, on the shores of 
tiie Pacific, the citizens have established them? 

selves, 

c 
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It is not half a century since the American 
eagle stretched forth its pinions; its flight daring 
this short space of time has been rapid, strong, 
and vigorous, and under the covert of its wings^ 
the oppressed of all nations have found happiness, 
ivealtht peace, and security. 



Digitized 



by Google 



SKETCH OF INDIAN TRIBES. 23 



CHAPTER II. 



SKETCH OF INDIAN TRIBES AND MANNERS. 

When that part of America now called the United 
States was first settled by Europeans, they found 
numerous tribes of Indians ; yet the aggregate of 
population was trifling, when compared with that 
vast extent of country over which they wandered. 
Their natural dispositions inclining them to rove, 
the cultivation of the earth was only of secondary 
consideration; and the articles which chiefly en- 
grossed their attention, were maize, or Indian 
com, ^d a few vegetables. Of these pursuits, 
the labour chiefly devolved on the females, the 
men thinking such employments beneath their 
attention. Those who resided near the sea ob- 
tained a considerable part of their sustenance 
from that element; but those who lived remote 
from the waters, depended for their support on 
the success of their hunting expeditions. To 
the chase, all the tribes were immoderately 
attached ; and as deer and other game abounded 
throughout the country, on this they placed their 
principal reliance, unconscious of the hardships 
which they endured to procure a precarious sub- 
sistence, and untaught by the calamities which 
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they suffered from privations, inseparable from this 
vagrant mode of life. 

Although fish and M^ild animals M^ere abundant^ 
yet these were frequently found by them to be 
but uncertain sources of supply; and whenever 
they failed, not having a stock of domestic ani- 
mals, and hut little com, farpine and its attendant 
diseases were sure to make dreadful havoc; and 
wh^i they had been successful in the cbaae er 
in fishing, their gluttony was so excessive, that 
it proved injurious to their health. 

Before the Indians were discovered by the 
Europeans, they had been continually engaged 
in war with each other; and from the ferocious, 
manner in which their hostilities were conducted, 
the vanquished party were often nearly extermi^ 
nated. An Indian would seldom ask for quarter; 
and if he did, it would have been still more rare 
for quarter to be granted. To obtain a scalp, 
as a trophy of his sagacity or prowess, was the 
chief ambition of an Indian leader ; and the having 
imbrued his hands in blood, constituted the utmost 
height of military glory. Hence, £rom their sub* 
ststence being so precarious, and from the ferocity 
with which their wars were conducted, the scan-' 
tihess of their population may well cease to excite 
our wonder. The sitiiation likewise of the 
females wiis so degraded^ aa to prevent them 
from much increasing the numbers of the inh»^ 
bitants. Such indeed was their mise^ble con- 
dition, that, according to Robertson, aiwvitude 
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is a name too mild to deiscribe it. Jefferson, in 
bis N^es oit Virginia^ (p. 101,) says, that mothers 
sometimes in a wild emotion of maternal tender- 
ness, would destroy their female infants, to deliver 
thetm from that intolerable bbndage, to which 
they knew they were ineritably doomed. The 
Ifiidian female likewise practised means to prevent 
feouikUity ; and it is ^d they had the knowledge 
c^ a certain plant, which not only procured abor- 
tion, bat p^t^ed Conception for a considerable 
time after. 

But although this was the state of the abori- 
gisal natives, when the first European settlements 
were nmde in 1007, it is certain the discovery 
and settlement of America by Europeans has not 
been beneficial to them. In the south, it led to 
the ovwHiroIr of two empires, that were hearly 
as much civilized as their cruel invaders. In the 
north, spirituous liquors and the small-pox were 
introduced : to the first they became passionately 
addicted, and numbers have fallen victims to its 
banefiil effects. The small-pox has also made 
dreadful ravages amongst them, as they sustained 
its violence without possessing the means of miti- 
gatmg its rage.. 

When the first settlers arrived in America, 
tfiey in general purchased a trifling quantity of 
land; aftorwards, large purchases were made; 
the price given for immense tracts was often spi- 
rituous liquors, or a few baubles : but of some of 
their lands Ihey were dispossessed by force. 
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Finding that their white neighbours, either by 
force or fraud, were obtaining the possessions of 
their forefathers, — and from other causes ako, — 
a spirit of hatred and malice was engendered: 
revenge was sought for, and in gratifying their 
vengeance, in some instances the Indians com* 
mitted the most shocking barbarities. The whUe 
colonists retaliated; the fire-arms and weapons 
which they employed were sure to be efficacious, 
and thus whole tribes were exterminated, or driven 
very far from the white settlements. 

The destruction of a tribe called the Natchaz, 
who dwelt on the banks of the Mississippi, about 
300 miles above New Orleans, veill perfectly duei- 
date what I have advanced. Dupratz states, that 
at Natchaz there was a tribe of Indians who went 
by that name. When the French first settled near 
them, much intercourse prevailed. This tribe, 
according to Robertson, (book iv. p. 142,) was 
the farthest advanced in civilization of any of the 
North American Indians. The intercourse be- 
tween the French settlers and the Natchaz was 
conducted for several years with perfect harmony. 
At length, in 1729, a French commander fixed 
upon one of their villages as a desirable place of 
residence, and determined to dfepossess Ihem of 
it : he sent to the chief of the village, and told 
him, that he, together with all the inhabitants, 
must depart immediately. With great difficulty 
the chief obtained permission to remain until the 
conclusion of the harvest, promising the French 
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commander a part of the com. The commander 
-was forewarned to be on his guard ; but he, rest- 
ing on a fatal security, despised the advice. The 
period arrived when the Indians were to deliver 
a part of their com, agreeably to their promise. 
They took the com, concealing their tomahawks, 
and, in one day, slaughtered the whole of the 
French at the settlement. The French, in retalia- 
tion, extirpated the whole tribe, consisting of 
about 2500. 

The Natchaz, prior to this catastrophe, were 
a powerful tribe. Some of the families were re- 
puted noble, and enjoyed hereditary dignities, and 
in their eyes the body of the people was considered 
as vile, and formed only for subjection. This 
distinction was marked by appellatives, which 
denoted the high elevation of the one state, and 
the ignominious depression of the other. The 
former were called Suns^ and were respectable ; 
the others were denominated Stinkards. The 
great chief, in whom the superiority was vested, 
was reputed to be a being of superior nature, the 
brother of the sun, the sole object of their wor- 
ship. They approached him with religious vene- 
ration, and considered him as the representative 
of their deity. His will was a law, to which all 
submitted with implicit obedience, esteeming his 
command as that of a €rod. It was even consi- 
dered an honour to die at his command. At his 
death, his principal officers, his favourite wives, 
together with many domestics, were slain at his 
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%omh^ that h^ i^ht \f^ fiU^^^^d i^ the mif^t 'W<^hl 
hj thosQ lyho s^rv^ him in this, Suqli iif^ th$ 
rpYfrenpe in yfhi^lk he W9« hql^,. th^t tbo^e vjctiow 
weJpo<3Eie4 ^e^x with ^Xfl^tation, dee^ipg it * 
r^cpTOp^PSp pf tl^^ir fidelity, ai^d ?i mark of d^tinc- 
tio«, to be selected to accojnpapy their deceased 
ipaster. — (JhofclevQix IfUtQty (^NfW France. 

In the >Yars httwe^ the French and the Eng- 
lish, thp Indians ^ s^d pn the hordeinp pf the 
colonies were generally engaged on qm side or 
the pther; for a9 war wa& their de%ht, when 
e?^?h party w^re o^eiri^g them pre9efita« ^ ii^ no^ 
iieonder they were easjily won; ^G^, from Ui^ 
natural di^ositionsi, wa9 it to hre expected they 
woqld be sati3^ tp be mere spectators, wh^ 
the opponents were combating so near their dwellr 
ing^. In the ^ar of 17$^ the Sij( ^^ation^ fought 
against the French; but the French engaged the 
Indians on the Penobscot and the Hudson to^ 
i!fair against the British colonists. This war caused 
the de^trvictioA of several tribes* 

Of some pther trib«es> Hm e^^tinqtipn was. caused 
by the fpllp\(^ing eircmastance^ in 171^. Th^ 
Cpree and Tuscpra^ tiihea pf ludians determined 
tp murder the white settlers ia Noi:th QarqAuwa* 
The chai^ge of the ^U moon vas fixed upon ior 
this hoi^rid carnage. The Iiadians first surrpvmdcd 
their prineipal tfi^n with a hreast<>woi:h> tp^ secure 
their families. The i^arripjrs assewhMi to th» 
number pf about tijirelye hundred. They left th^ 
town in small parties, and took diffident roads. 
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They ^t^^d the ^hite settlemmt as friends. 
Wbea 111^ came, they entered liie houses of the 
Mttkrs, asking for proTisioiis; and pretending 
to l^ i^ffmded, they murdered men, women, and 
cfafldren. They spared none they could lay hold 
ef. Such was their secrecy and dispatch in this 
work of slaughter, that none knew what had 
b«Mlen bis neighbour, until the savages entered 
his own door: 137 settlers, lumongst whom was 
a Swiss nobl^aan, and several Germans, who had 
but jrecently landed, were some of the Yictims. 
A hw escaped, and gave the alarm ; the militia 
iosmediately assembled, keeping watch day and 
lUght, until the news could be communicated to 
South Csirolina. The Governor of the latter pro- 
ninee immediate dispatched a body of 600 mUitia, 
under the command of Colonel Barnewell; and 
2^0 3S6 friendly Indians joined, to pursue the 
Tusconu^s* They marched with great expedition 
ti^roiigh Uie wildemess. In the first rencomiter 
they killed 300, and took 100 prisoners. After 

tbi^ defeat, the Tnscoraras retreated to their ft>rti- 

* 

fi#d town. They ware obliged socm to surrender 
it Jm this expedition the tribe lost 1000, in killed, 
woonded, or taken. The rest left the country, 
ap»4 joined the five nations, with whom they have 
cpntinued. 

The revolutionary war between Great Britain 
and the Colonists, was the most direful in its 
eiiG^cts to the Indians. The British had cultivated 
tb^ friendship by presents ; the colonists having 
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fi^qnently come into collision with them, a d^ree 
of acrimony was engendar^d ; and die Indians had 
not only an opportunity of indulging themselves in 
their favourite pursuit, vrar, but they were also 
gratifying their raging thirst of vei^eance, which 
burnt with fiiry in their savi^e breasts against the 
colonists. But they soon felt the fotal effects of 
provoking r^aliation. In one Indian town belong- 
ing to the Mohawks, it appears that they had far 
advanced in civilization. To the surprise of Hie 
cdbnists, who were emjdoyed in the work of 
slaughter, they found the. lands about the Indian 
town well cultivated, and the houses both large 
and commodious. The quantity of com destroyed 
was immense. They had orchards, in which wer^ 
several hundred fruit-trees, and which appeal^ 
to have been planted for a long series of years. 
Their gardens were enriched with a profusion of 
vegetables. The ears of com, or maize, were so 
remarkably large, that many measured 22 inches 
in lepgth : all was destroyed! In many other 
parts, likewise, the destruction was equally great. 
Near South. Carolina, a most unfortunate affiiir 
took place. *^ A number of liMlians, of the Mora- 
vian persuasion, who took no part in the war, but 
whose opinion was, that < the. Great Spirit did 
not make men to destroy men, but to love 
and assist each othCT,' were, unfortunately, all 
massacred," — ^the Americans said, in a mistake! 
Through these, and similar causes, such have been 
the consequences, since the ^^tlement of that 
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part of North AmericOf composing the United 
States, that few of the aboriginal natives now. 
remain. Perhaps in the whole of that vast conn* 
try, not more than one hundred and jKfty thou- 
sand at. this moment exist. 

Their wars with each other, the wars of the 
British and the fVench, the revolutionary war of 
the Colonists, female incontinence, spirituous li- 
quors, the small-pox^ and other causes, have 
tended to effect this great reduction of tiieir num- 
bers. By these evils, whole tribes, that were once 
both numerous and formidable, are no longer. to 
be found ; and in vain might we search for a single 
descendant of those warriors, whose names are 
mentioned both by the British and the French in 
terms of the highest prakse. Among those that 
remain, the numbers are daily diminishing, so 
that in a few generations, the tales of tradition, 
and a few memorials, will comprise the whole of 
Indian existence. 

It is said, that the prejudice of most of the 
Indians against agricultural pursuits is so deeply 
rooted, that nothing will cause them to give up 
their uncertain mode of procuring a subsistence 
by the chase, or hunting. If this be the case, 
though we may regret their calamities, we need 
not deplore thmr disappearance from the earth. 
They would have remained savage, and unfit to 
live Aear the abodes of civilized man; and ^^it 
is but proper they should give way to a more 
industrious order of the human race;'' for one- 
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Aftieth ptrt of the land wiQ produce nourishment 
for a family employed in agriculture, that Would 
be required to support a £gimily which exists by 
hunting. Bat the tru& of the assertion, that 
they cannot be civilized, remains yet to be 
proved. 

From the circnmstance of the Mohawks (die 
destiruction of whose town is mentioned ih diii 
chapter) being so far advanced in civilization^ 
and from the effiscts which the Moravian and othef 
Missionaries have produced, we may very reason^ 
ably conclude, that had proper means been em^ 
ployed, the Indians might have been civilized, and 
many of them, ere this, amalgamated With th« 
white inhabitants. 

The Indians ate of a copper colour, wii^ strong 
black hair; their height, or stature, suailar to that 
of Europeans. Some of them are strong Mid 
athletic. Tlie Osages are so tall and robuirt, as 
almost to deserve the appellation of g^antic : few 
of them appear to be under six feet, and many are 
above it. The Osages dwell on the banks of the 
Missouri river. The Indians, both male and 
fieamle, pktck out all hairs, excepting those on thel 
bead. Both male and female are passionately 
fond of ornaments ; they put feathers in the hair, 
ornaments in the ears, and some even b6re 
through Ike cartilage of the nose, that they may 
ornament it. Many of them paint their £aces. 
Their dress in general consists of a piece of cloth 
tied round the middle, with a sort of small blsin- 
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ket thrown OTer them m cold weather. Some 
obtam a shut, which they ornament with bloe 
doth. In general they lite dispersed in small 
?ill«ge9y either in the woods, or on the banks of 
rif era. They are a people quick of apprehension. 
Those who possess fire-arms acquire a certainty 
in the aim aluKNst surpassing any white. Evea 
with throwing the tomahawk, they are certain to 
kill at a considwable distance. 

Their huts or houses are rude erections, being 
built of small logs, and coyered with bark. They 
gather moss, &c. with which they make their beds. 
With respect to religion, they speak of a Great 
SjMrit, but their notions are extr^nely confused ; 
and it must be stated that they have no propw 
idea of worship, and indeed no rdigion. They 
believe in a future state, but they consider that 
timse who have been the most successfkil in war 
will be the happiest hereafter. The man has little 
passion or affection Ua tiie female ; and he conn 
pels ber to do all sorts of work of drudgery. He 
values not the chastity of tbe fraiale ; he will coih 
si^ his wife or daughter for the gratification of 
any one, for merely a few banbles. If a stranger 
should go to his hut or wigwam, and if he invite 
him to pass the night there, his wife, sister, or 
daughter, would be ofliBred as a bedfellow. Fot 
the female, Um Indimi i^pears to have no value, 
esteem, or consideration. 1 have seen a stout 
Baan carrying only a gun, whilst his vrife, or squaw, 
had a ehikt on her back, with one han^ leading 
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another, and the other aim loaded with maiz^ 
^r game. 

Their dances wonld be considered by Enro-* 
peans as Tery violent exercise ; but they appear to 
be greatly delighted by it. Their music is intole- 
rable. Although polygamy is allowed^ yet it is 
not common. Their feelings^ in some respecte, 
are as acate as those of an European ; of this, the 
following circumstance came to my own know- 
ledge. An old man quarrelled with his son ; the 
son had beaten him : the old man sought for re^ 
venge ; but to revenge himself by destroying his 
own offspring, this untutored savage would not do. 
He therefore blew out his own brains. Although 
we may condemn tiie act, yet we must admire 
the fueling ; it was the same feeling which nerved 
the arm of Lucretia, when she plunged the dagger 
in her breast, after existence became loathsome. 
Suicide must be deprecated. There is no situation 
or circumstance which ought to cause any one to 
cut the thread of existence, and appear unbidden 
before the eternal Fountain of life: The Christian 
religion condemni^ it; but him^ on whom the light 
of Christianity has never dawned, we must leave 
to the mercy of God. 

It is customary with the Indians to destroy 
nearly, all their prisoners of war ; and the courage 
or fortitude of some (indeed of most) of them, 
when they are suffering under the excruciating 
tortures to which they are doomed, is surprising. 
\Vhilst they are enduring sufferings beyond credi- 
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hitity» ''they will deride tbair merciless tonneii* 
tors, and boast of the numbers of thdur enemiel 
whom they have slain." 

It sometimes, however, occurs^ that the party 
who may have made prisoners, have lost some of 
their warriors in battle. In that case, either the 
wife or the family to whom such an one belonged, 
may adopt any of the prisonos. The prisoner so 
adopted, is considered as one of the tribe, and he 
no longer conceives himself as belonging to the 
tribe amongst whom he was bom« He will fight 
for his adopted tribe, and even against his own. 

During the last war with the Creek Indians 
and the United States, there was an Indian of thc^ 
tribe, who was the chief warrior,^ and was termed 
the Prophet Francis. . An American was taken 
prisoner by this chief, who sentenced him to 
death. The lifted tomahawk was raised, which 
would have sent the soul of the American on its 
flight to eternity ; but the daughter of the Prophet 
Francis (about sixteen) cast herself between "the 
victim and the immolater. She besought the life 
of the prisoner; but the fstther peremptorily refused 
it Determined to save the prisoner or perish, ^he 
declared she would die along with him. The 
fieitber was not insensible to paternal feeling. His 
blood flowed through the veins of his child; the 
voice of nature, and the tie of consanguinity, 
worked within him. To save his child, he spared 
the prisoner. 

A short time after this circumstance, in conse- 
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qtmiee of the AmeticsLtkB foUdWibg tbc! IndisM 
into the tteutral territory of Florida, the Ptophet 
Francis was taken prisoner. Jacksoik Was tfa^ 
cdamimder of the American forces. Did this 
commander shew to the Indkn chief iio# umch 
wmpetwf wan A eiviiissed general to a savage? t>id 
be oontinc< him that the AmerieaiM always 
treated thar prisoaera wiA homairity? No, Ncp^ 
without c<mmHing any but his own damage heart, 
(in which Mrdy there moves a leedi dikstfaig f&t 
blood,) he ordered the Indian xfhief to itiststtii 
execution. 

la war, whilst the Iftdiana are prM|»erous, 
tiiey nre eMceedk^ly elated ; they wtti then w}H^ 
ingly endore incredible hardsh9ps,--4)ii!t tfp<m n 
mt erde of fortrnM: lliey are « mn^h d^pre^sei^^ 
They do mot grieve much for Hm death otf ^it 
cimmdea. The losis of a horae or ^ dog furafebei^ 
SI motive eqnaU^ aa powerfiri to ejc^U Hmt laitieu^ 
tedoM, aa that of a* friend. 

A ymiDg wkkow, asys Bradbary,^ Whose hatt-^ 
band had been dead nbou^t ^^ht daya^ wM hasten^ 
ing to finish her grief, id order that fAie miglit h^ 
married to> a yovwg warnbr: the Wcoer determhied; 
tbeiefore, to gvieve much in ^ short tinMf fef 
Um puifoae,, she tore her hair/ drank s(^^ 
»td beat her breast^ to^ make $be UM» flow sibmt^ 
datvtly, by which menies^ on the evening of Ul& 
€%htfa day, she waa resiAy aigaia to nntfry; kai^gr 
grieved sufficiently. 

With respect to laws, *yietf town or village. 
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accordbig to Jeffa*son, has a chief. Those affairs 
which merely regard a village or family, are settled 
by the chief or principaj man of the place. Those 
wfakh regard a tribe, or involve disputes between 
different towiks,'--ito decide npon war, or to conclude 
a peace, — are determined upon at a meeting of all 
the chiefe and principal warriors from the several 
vill^es. 

Various attempts have beien made to convert 
Ikem to Ghristtanity ; but the missionaries have 
frequently been received with jealousy. On one- 
occasion, a missionary went to some of the tribes 
bordering on the Delaware. The chiefs met, and 
patiently heard all which the missionary had to 
say ; after some cdnsdltation, they addressed him^ 
thanking thdir white brothers for their attention in 
sebding him to tbem. At the same time, they said 
*^ they feared the whites had some design to enslave 
tiiem,'* for they thought, ^* if the whites had been 
so well instructed by the Oreat Spirit, and if they 
were so very considerate of £beir red brethren^ 
fbey ought to shew somd kindness to the blacks, 
and free them from slavery." The missionary 
aecordtngly was dismissed. 

The Moravians in many instances have sue* 
eeeded in converting and civilizing them. Instead 
ti commencing with the Christian doctrines and 
mysteries; teHiag persons to believe in the Trinity, 
nrfio can scarcely count three ; they first teach 
them the easiest mode of procuring subsistence and 
cbtiiing; they afterwards tmch them fome of the; 
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great moral duties, which will render them more 
happy ; and by degrees, when they have prepared 
the mind for its reception, they display the re* 
splendent lights of Christianity, which will continue 
to blaze until all the earth is filled with its glorious 
brightness. 

Some of the Indians have endeavoured to live 
with the whites \ but in most instances they have 
soon become dissatisfied, and returned to their 
brethren. There was an instance of one who went 
to reside in Maine: he continued there for some 
time, cultivating his little spot, and was very in- 
dustrious; he had with him an only child, about 
ten years of age: his child died; he had alone to 
dig a grave ; alone be had to inter his child ; no 
one came to mingle his tears with the poor Indian. 
At length, with a heart bursting with grief, he 
said, ** When white man's child die, Indian be 
sorry, he help bury him ; when my child die, no 
one speak to me ; I make his grave alone : I can 
no live here." With that, he dug up the body of 
his child, carried it with him 200 miles, and joined 
some Indians in Canada. 

Although the Indians treat their prisoners of 
war witli savage ferocity, yet they remember the 
leastikindaess ; an instance of thisfocourred during 
the French war of 1764. ; A Mr. SchoonbaTea 
^nd seven others (Siliman observes) wek'e taken 
prisoners by the In()ians. They vvere conducted to 
a spot, which is now. in the centre of the town, 
called I^wUy HiU^ in the state of Nevv York ; they 
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were ordered to sit down in a row on a log: the 
Indians then began very deliberately to tomahawk 
their victims, commencing at one end of the log, 
and splitting the skulls of their prisoners in succes- 
sion; whilst the survivors were compelled to sit 
still and witness the awful fate of their companions, 
awaiting their own in unutterable horror. Mr. 
Schoonhaven was the last but one upon the end 
of the log opposite to where the massacre com* 
menced ; the work of death had already proceeded 
to him, and the lifted tomahawk was ready to 
descend, when the chief gave the signal to stop the 
butchering. Then approaching Mr. S. he mildly 
said, ** Do you not remember at such a time, (men- 
tioning the period,) when your young men were 
dancing, poor Indians came, and wanted to dance 
too. Your young men said, " No, Indians shall not 
dance with us ; but you'' (for it seems the chief re- 
collected the circumstance) ** said, Indians shall 
dance : now 1 will shew you that Indians can re- 
member kindness." This circumstance spared the 
life of two. 

In many instances the American citizens have 
acted with unmerited severity towards the Indians. 
It is well known, that many bad characters who 
have fled from justice, are residing in the back 
settlements; they are thus near the Indians; and 
as they have without any remorse preyed upon 
their white neighbours, we may suppose they 
would gladly rob the Indians. This oi^ several 
occasions has been the case ; and whto the Indians 
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retaliate, their atrocities are blasoiied forth in the 
public papers, and an excuse is thus fornied for 
hostilities ; — their habitations are consumed by fire^ 
multitudes fall by the sword, and the survivors are 
dispossessed of their lands. 

A gentleman vrith whom the writer conversed, 
ntiA who had been an agent for the United States 
Ifoverntnent to one of the tribes on the Mississippi, 
stated) that he had resided with the Indians nearly 
te^ years. He described them as being very 
friendly* and of an open and generous disposition* 
Some of them in the Southern States have large 
herds of cattle; others have purchased black 
slaves; and many have acquired moderate for* 
tunes. 

Of these, the three tribes who dwell in the state 
of Mississippi, named the Chickasaws, tl^ Chero^ 
kees, and the Chocktaws, are the most noted« 
The Chickasaws are a tribe of about 6000 in*- 
dividuals. They have several millions of acres ^ 
excellent land, between the 34th and S6tb degrees 
of north latitude, on the Tennessee and Mississippi 
rivers ; they likewise have some other reservations. 
This tribe has always been frieedly with the 
United States govemipent. Some of their chiefe 
posfliess ipany negro i^laves. They have numerous 
herds of cattle, many horses^ and a great ^fuantity 
of bogs. There is one fan^ily, of the name of Cot 
beift, one of whom is proprietol* of a ferry acroM 
the Tennessee river, which prodiices more than 
;2000 <lollars per annum. 
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The Cherokees number near 16,000. They 
possess an extensive tract eastward of the Cbicka-^ 
saws, on the river Tennessee. They attend to 
agriculture, and to the production of cotton for 
their clothing. They have several hundred looms. 
They have large stocks of cattle» sheep, hogs, 
horses, &c. They have aU the necessaries of life 
in abnadance^ and many of them can read and 
write. 

The Choctaws are a tiumerous and powerful 
tribe. They possess a large iraot of land between 
the Yaaoo and Torabigbee rivers. They reside 
QiOk the Chickasaka, Yazoo, Psisicagoula, and Pearl 
rivers. They have great stocks of cattle, horseSi 
&rc. They al^o attend to agriculture. They are 
computed s^ dbout 13,000. Many of the Qien 
belonging to these three tribes, vis. the Chickasaws, 
Cherokees, and Choetaws, dress in a planner 
similar to the whites. Most of the females are 
clothed as white females ; and several of them are 
married to white men. In the course of a short 
period, tfa^e (iiree tribes will be mixed with the 
white inhabitants/ and I have no doubt will b^ 
admitted as citizens of the republic of the United 
States: whenever that occurs, they must be con- 
std^?ed extinct as Indiana. Many of them are 
now perfectly white. They ajre far advanced in 
civilization ; and, with most of the good qualities 
of those who term themselves civilized, they are 
free from many of their vices. Lying, knavery, 
and duplicity are not much practised. They are 
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open, free, and generous, and their bravery or 
courage Cannot be questioned ; and with respect to 
the beauty of their persons, they are not surpassed 
by any human beings. 

The benefit of civilization to any of the Indians, 
is a pleasing theme to contemplate. When the 
dreary waste is overcome by the genius of agricul- 
ture, and the smiling field waves luxuriantly, — 
when an odorous fragrance is borne by the zephyr, 
instead of the noxious blast which was formerly 
sent forth, — every one must rejoice. But what is 
this, when compared with the civilization of a 
savage man ? His mind is worse than the dreary 
desert — worse than chaos ; — with faculties bound- 
less as eternity — allied to his God — he is on a 
level with the brute: but when his intellects are 
expanded, he rises from the brute; he becomes a 
man, in whom is the breath of life ; even immortal 
life is open to his view, and he has a faint prospect 
of his Creator and his God. 

There is yet one tribe amongst the Indians, 
who are almost as great miscreants as any beings 
who dwell on the earth, bearing the human shape; 
these are the Sioux tribe. Bradbury mentions, in 
his publication of 1817, that mothers amongst 
them will, even now, frequently destroy their 
female infants, tather than let them live to endure 
the shocking hardships which would be heaped 
upon them by these savages. In the statistical 
account read before congress by Lewis, speaking of 
the Sioux, he says, ** These are the vilest miscreants 
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of the savage race, and must ever remain the pirates 
of the Missouri, until such measures are pursued 
by our government, as will make them feel a 
dependence on its will for their supply of mer- 
chandise." 

In many cases it has unfortunately occurred, 
that the propinquity of the Indians to the whit^ 
population has been extremely injurious to their 
morals, and has caused a great diminution in their 
numbers ; this has particularly been the case in the 
North Eastern States ; but in the Southern ones, 
in the instances of the three tribes, the Cbickasaws, 
Choctaws, and Cherokees, it has been different. 

Many elaborate treatises have been written 
relative to the origin of the Indians. These have 
always commenced in conjecture ; and this ample 
field is still left open to all, without furnishing that 
decisive evidence which every one would rejoice to 
receive. They have no monuments, no writings, 
nor has their language any affinity to that of the 
inhabitants of any other part of the world. The 
race is fast disappearing from the face of the earth ; 
and in a period less than a century, it is probable 
there will be no trace of their existence, excepting 
in the pages of the historian, or the journal of the 
traveller. 
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CHAP. III. 



REVOLUTION AND INDEPENDENCE OF TKE UNITED 

STATES. 

Among the numerous events wbkh have taken 
place in the political world since the decline and 
fall of the Roman empire^ that of the Revokition in 
the British colonies of North America it the 
greatest. Although at the time of its occurrence 
it appeared as the mere dismemberment of a foroga 
settlemeiit from the parent country, yet, from the 
republican principles upon M^kicb the inlmUtants 
established their empire, this revolution has pro* 
duced an effect upon all the governments of 
Europe. Though v^etating more conspicuously 
beyond the Atlantic, the seed, from whence the 
luxuriant foliage sprimg, appeared as an embryo 
which had been planted in the minds of men in 
distant countries. In the short space of thirteen 
years, this seed produced in France the tree of 
liberty; but, unhappily, growing in a soil where 
faction was predominant, all its promised fruit 
withered while in the bud, and its supporters 
perished under the guillotine, or axe of the public 
executioner. Hence the tree fell before it had 
attained maturity ; and on beholding its honours^ 
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kid m the dost, freedom shrieked at the deedi 
of horror which were perpetrated in her name. 

To entar into an elaborate detail of the various 
causes which produced this important revolution, 
or to give an account of all the military and other 
operations which occurred during the accomplish^ 
ment of this great event, would be foreign to the 
object of this work. I shall content myself with a 
short sketch of the principal occurrences which 
conduced to the revolt ; and which finally enabled 
the colonists to establish their independence, and 
assume a rank amongst the nations of the earth. 

Actuated by an illiberal and short-sighted 
policy, the l^islative functionaries of Great Britain 
b^eld in the United States a growing power, which 
they meanly endeavoured to suppress. The colo* 
xusts were not ignorant of their intentions; and 
hence, every act that operated to the disadvantage 
d their internal prosperity and commercial trans-' 
actions generated suspicions, and, as a natural 
ccmsequenoe, awakened their indignant feelings. 

Among the numerous acts of paiiiament 
passed about this time, materially affecting the 
interests of the ccdonists, there was one, whidh, 
ailer the 24th of June 1750, made it illegal for any 
one to erect in the colonies any miD or other 
ea^ne for slitting or rolling of iron ; or any forge 
to woric with a tilt hammer; or any furnace for 
making sted« By another act, hatters were not 
allowed to employ negroes, or to have more than two 
apprentices at the same time, or to take any f(n* less 
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than seven years. The colonists were also pro- 
hibited from transporting hats, and home manu- 
factured woollen goods, even from one province to 
another. 

But although these seeds of jealousy were thus 
disseminated, it was not until the year 1764 that 
the foundation was laid of those troubles, which 
for a season desolated the colonies, and deluged 
them with blood; — which caused the prowling 
savage to be called from his den by a govern- 
ment denominated civilized, and, as a human beast, 
let loose with his tomahawk and his scalping knife 
against a people in whose veins flowed British 
blood. With this ruthless monster, neither sex nor 
age was spared ; like the* wolf or hyena, his plea^ 
sure was carnage ; and the deeds of this disastrous 
period will always be recollected with horror. 
This memorable year was the commencement of 
an epoch which was to cost Great Britain millions 
of treasure, and thousands of human lives; when 
fathers were to be employed to open the sluices of 
life in their own offspring ; and when sons would 
cut short the days of thdr fathers. It was in this 
same year, 1764, that the first act was passed for 
the avowed purpose of raising a revenue in the 
coloAies, by authority of the British parliament, in 
which the colonists had not even the semblance 
of a representation* The preamble to this act ran 
as follows : ** Whereas it is just and necessary that 
a revenue be raised in America, for defraying the 
expenses of defending, protecting, and securing the 
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same; we, the Lords spiritual, &c. &c, do give 
and grant to your Majesty," &c. This act was 
considered by the colonists as a direct infringement 
of their natural, chartered, and constitutional rights, 
since, during 150 years, they had been left to tax 
themselves. There might indeed have been some 
inconsiderable exceptions to the contrary, but in 
general this was the case: the consequence was, 
ikey flourished ; and the mother country reaped 
the advantage. 

The act of 1764 was followed by another in 
March 1765, which, if possible, was still more 
obnoxious than the preceding. This was the 
famous stamp act, which went through the houses 
of parliament without opposition; and which re- 
ceived the royal assent on the 22d of the same 
month. By this act, all writings or deeds, bills, 
bonds, &c. were to be considered in law as null 
and void, unless they were executed on stamped 
paper or parchment. This act, however, was not 
to take effect until the 1st of November fol- 
lowing. 

The state of Virginia was the first to oppose 
the right of the British parliament to tax the 
colonists without their consent; and to manifest 
that opposition, Mr. Patrick Henry moved certain 
resolutions in the house of burgesses at Virginia, 
declaring that it was illegal, unconstitutional, and 
unjust, to tax them without their concurrence. 
Among other evidences of disapprobation, it was 
resolved, "That whoever should, by speaking or writ- 
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kif /assert of maintiiii, thtt aay persoii or pereMni% 
other tban the general assembly ^ the colony^ bwl 
any right or power to impose or lay any tax on the 
people^ he, or they, shall be deemed an enemy to 
this his Majesty's colony of Virginia." Upon tbi» 
resolution being r^td^ some cried, <' Treason ! trea« 
Bon I'' but still it was adopted. New England also 
took up the subject in a still more determined, 
manner. The colonists there, seized the stamped 
paper, and in some instances burnt it. They liko>- 
wise burnt or destroyed the bouses of those who 
were appointed to collect the duties, and of some 
fe# merely expressing a favourable opinion of the 
measure. Thus a simultaneous feeing ran through^ 
out the States, and, as opportunities occurred, tbo^ 
assemblies passed resolutions asserting their excfki*^ 
sive right to lay taxes on their constituents. 

In the summer of 1765^ the expediency ol 
idling a continental congress, to be composed of 
deputies from each of the provinces^ was te^ 
commended by the assembly of Massachusetts^ 
this was seconded in South Carolina ; and tbo 
measure being adopted, thus was laid the foun* 
dation df the union of the States. To this coiigrM» 
the assemblies of Yii^nia, North Carolina, and 
Georgia^ were prevented from sending deputies by 
their respective governors ; but twelity*eigbt depn-^ 
ties met at the city of New Yorli, and they dgr^^ 
on a deciauralion df their grievances, and as^ert*^ hi 
strdng teffins theif right of exemption from alt talcos 
not impdfe*d by their own asseftablies. Thos^ 
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tokmies abo which were prevented from sending 
depoties, forwarded petitions similar to the de^la^ 
ration which was adopted by the congress, thus 
evincing that the whole w^e actuated by one com^^ 
rnon spirit, and that nothing but local impedi** 
me^s hindered their harmonious co-operation. At 
length, the 1st of November (the day when the 
stamp act was to take place) arrived. This was an 
ev^dtfiil period, and as such it was regarded by 
the inhabitants, for at Braton and other places it 
was ushered in as if there was caase for general 
moumiag. 

Prior to this time, in order tfeat it might be for 
the interest of the British govemfi^nt to repeal this 
elmojdons act, the colonists had entered ieiita apso* 
oiations, by which they b<Hind them^etves not to 
purchase any goods from the paret^t eotf^itry while 
it remained in force. The consequencje of which 
WM, that many thousands of artifieerEi» ^. were 
thrown out of employ in Great Britssi^. Another 
fulsoeiation was formed^ by some parotic indi^ 
irid«ials, who called themselves the Sons ^f liberty ; 
aBd these persons agreed to march with the utmost 
^xpiedition (at their own cost and expense) to the 
reUef of all who should be in aay danger from re* 
eisting the act. Alarmod at these for^iidi^ble asso- 
ciations, alHi at that spirit of r^i$tance which 
fieiiraded all ranks ^f society iu thOt United Slates, 
the British goveramei^t gave way; aad, on the 
18th of March, 1766, this famous act was repealed. 
To this de^rahle evei^t, the wisdom and eloquence 
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of the renowned Earl of Chatham in no small 
degree contributed. In his speech on this memo- 
rable occasion, this venerable senator observed as 
follows: ^^ You have no right to tax America. I 
rejoice that America has resisted : three millions of 
our fellow-subjects, so lost to every sense of virtue 
as tamely to give up their liberties, would be fit 
instruments to make slaves of the rest." In the 
house of lords, Lord Camden said, '' My position 
is this, — 1 repeat it, I will maintain it to my last 
hour, — taxation and representation are inseparable. 
This position is founded on the laws of nature. It 
is more, it is itself the eternal law of nature : for 
whatsoever is a man's own, is absolutely his own ; 
no man has a right to take it from him without his 
consent. Whoever attempts to do it, attempts an 
injury ; whoever does it, commits a robbery." 

But although the law was repealed, the princi- 
ple was still retained ; and a declaratory act was 
passed, by which it was avowed, ** That parliament 
had, and of right ought to have, power to bind the 
colonies in all cases whatsoever." This avowal 
was better calculated to increase than to diminish 
the ferment. The colonists had gained a temporary 
victory ; but the principle on which they acted, and 
which was of more consequence than the mere 
stamp act, had not been conceded. Nothing 
therefore remained, but for them to assert their 
rights, or to yield an unconditional submission to a 
species of authority which they disowned. To 
convince the colonists that the declaratory act was 
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not an idle boast, the British ministry, by an in- 
fetaation that seems incomprehensible, made a 
second attempt, in 1767, to impose taxes without 
ibe consent of 'those who contended they were not 
represented. It was during this year that Mr« 
Charles To wnshend introduced a bill into parlia- 
ment, for granting duties, in the British colonies, on 
glass, paper, painters' colours, and tea, which, with 
very trifling opposition, was passed into a law; 
The colonists resisted this measure on the same 
grounds as they had opposed the stamp act ; and 
again refrained from ordering British goods. The 
assembly of Massachusetts, in particular, sent a 
circular letter to all the other provincial assemblies, 
recommending a resistance to the principle of tax- 
ation by the British parliament. This so exaspe- 
rated the governor of that province, that he called 
it ** a flagitious attempt to disturb the public peace." 
To prevent this, he dissolved the assembly, and a 
new one was convened; but the members of this 
were equally determined in their measures of re- 
sistance as the former, so that nothing was gained 
by this display of power. 

The public mind being thus irritated, a trifling 
circumstance, in the year 1768, caused a riot in 
l^ston, of which the following are the particulars : 
A sloop called the Liberty, belonging to a Mr. 
Hancock, a very celebrated character, was seized 
by the instruments of the British government. The 
populace, at first, did every thing they could to 
impede the officers who vf&re employed in making- 
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tb« seizure* At length the windows of Ihe housesc 
•f tbe collector and comptroUer of the coatooM 
were broken, and the lives of these g^itlemen werft 
in such danger, that they sought reffige on board ta 
British maja-of-war. These proceedings of tiie 
inhabitants of Boston caused several regiments of 
soldiers to be ordered to that place. 

The resistance, however, of the oolonists t» 
the revenue act of 1767, becoming every wbwo 
formidable, the British government once more 
rescinded all the taxes* with the exception of a 
small impost of threepence per pound on tea* 1a 
consequence of this, Brteish manufactured goods 
were again ordered by the Americans ; but they 
were determined on no account whatever to order 
any tea. 

The British ministry, in order to conciliate, 
without relinquishing their authority, on discover- 
ing Uiis resolution, entered into a sort of com* 
bination with the East India Company, who were 
by law authorised to export their tea free of duties 
to all places whatsoever. It was therefore de- 
termined, that the Company should export teas to 
America; and they accordingly appointed agents at 
different places. But this plan was disliked by 
the colonists, and popular vengeance was de- 
nounced against all those who should receive the 
tea. At Philadelphia a resolution was paasedU 
*« That whosoever stelU directly or indh>ectiy, ii^- 
troduce> or attempt to introduce, or in aay wise aid 
or abel an unloading, reoeivij^r, or vending, the ^ 
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w&at Ottt, or to be smit out, by the East India Com* 
panjr, ^Aiilst it remaiiis Bnbject to tbe payment of % 
dnty here, is an enemy to his country." Many of 
Aet^ents who had been appointed, dared not to 
act; and even the pilots were afraid of piloting^ 
to the ports, vessels which had tea on board ; in 
consequence of which, the captsuns of those vess^ 
laden with tea, which were bound to New York and 
Philadelphia, on finding the public feeling in this 
state of ferment, determined to return to England 
without making any entry of their cargoes at die 
custom-house. At Boston, the case was somewhat 
different. The agents whom the East India Com« 
pany had appointed there, being the particular 
ftiaids of the governor, were desired not to act ; 
but this they refused. The inhabitants of that 
tawn could not {Nrevent the landing of the tea ; 
tiberefore, when the vessel arrived, the cai^^o was 
diBchai^ed : but some persons, dressed as Indians, 
broke open 342 chests, and, vnthout doing any 
odier damage, discl^u^d their contents into the 
liver. 

When these tidings reached Great Britain, the 
ministry were transported with rage; and an act 
was passed by parliament, (for it was then per- 
fectly subservient to ministers,) by which the port of 
Boston was precluded from the privil^e of landing 
or discharging, or of lading or stiippiiig any goods, 
ware9, or merchandise, whatever. Another act 
speedily followed, v^hich was virtually to alter or 
annul the charter of the state of Massachusetts ; for 
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it was enacted among other thmgs, that the counoil, 
or second branch of the legislature, heFetofore 
elected by the general conrt, were to be appoii^ted 
by the crown. In shprt, the whole govemmo^ 
vould have been takai by this act from the people, 
and Tested in the king or governor. This act was 
justly considered by the Americans as the height of 
oppressive power ; for if qiinisters, by the aid of a 
subservient parUament, could annul their charters, 
they had nothing to protect their rights or lUierties. 
Hence, upon the news arriving ip America, of the 
passing of the Boston Port bill, it was again de- 
termined, that they would not order any British 
goods, &c. At length the day approached for 
closing the port of Boston. General Gage at this 
time was governor of Massachusetts ; and he was 
also appointed Commander-in-chief of all the royal 
fbrces in Nordi America. Troops also arrived at 
Boston, and Gannon were placed to overawe the 
citizens. The Americans now formed an associa- 
tion, which diey termed the Solemn League and 
Covenant ; the subscribers to which bound thenir 
selves to suspend all commercial intercourse with 
Great Britain until the obnoxious laws wfre re^ 
pealed ; in consequence of whici^. General Gage 
published a proclamation, in which he stylad thk 
society, '* an nnlawfal, hostile, and traitoffoua 
combination." In this sts^e of aflbirs. General Gage 
convened a general assembly for the statte o£ 
Massachusetts, to me^ at Salem ; bnt this he after** 
wards cpunterraanded. Notwithstanding which. 
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and i& d^ance to tUs Goantertnand, about ninety 
p^sons met» and addressed the governor. 

On the 23d of November, 1774, two committees 
were appointed in MaM&chusetts, one of ftafetj, 
8^d one of supply; the latter was empowered 
to purehafe articles to the amount of fifteen thou- 
sand six hundred and tweiity-seven pounds fifteen 
fidiSlings steriing. This was the whole sum at first 
toted, to oppose the power of the mother country. 
In the meanwhile, in Or^t Britain, military stores, 
&c. were prohibited fi*om being exported; and 
upon this intelligence reaching Rhode Island, the 
ec^onists seized upon forty pieces df cannon ; and 
soon after about four hundred men seized upon 
King's Castle, at Portsmouth, from which they 
took a quantity of powder and muskets. The 
mhabitants in New England now began to train 
themselves to aifms. The colonists also determined 
to cali a general congrei^s from all the provinces, 
and witlutt four months from the day when the 
mtelligence of the Boston Fort BiU had been re- 
eeivckl, the deputies of tvrelve provinces had arrived 
in mialadelphia to form a congress. The instruc- 
tions given to these deputies were unanimous in 
expressing inr strong terms ^eir loyalty to the 
monarch, and attachment to the parent state, and 
to disckum e^ery wish of a separation. On the 
oilier himd, tfiey were decided in expressing their 
rights of not being taxed without their consent; 
and in avowing their determination not to allow of 
any evasion in their chartered rights as British sub- 
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jects. The congress complained of the acts of 
4 Geo. III. ch. 15 & 34 ; 5 Geo. III. ch. 26 ; 6 Geo. 
ML ch. 52 ; 7 Geo. III. ch. 41 ; and 8 Geo. III. 
ch. 46: these were the different acts which have 
been already aUaded -to. This congress also re- 
commended all importations from and exportations 
to Great Britain to be suspended. They likewise 
addressed the people of Great Britain, and con- 
cluded with the following words: ^^ Place us in 
the same situation that we were in at the close of 
the late war, and our former harmony shall be 
restored." In their petition to the King, they said» 
" We ask but for peace, liberty, and safety ; we wish 
not a diminution of the prerogative, nor do we 
solicit the grant of any new right in our favour. 
Yovr royal authority over us, and our connection 
with Great Britain, we shall always cheerfully and 
zealously endeavour to support and mainta^." 
In less than eight wieeks congress dissolved. At 
this time^ although the colonists were well aware 
that they endured gr^at disadvantages from the 
vestrictiops of trade and commerce, yet there is no 
doubt they would willingly have submitted thereto* 
rather than have come to an open rapture; and the 
rescinding of a few acts of parliament would tbea 
have satisfied them. 

. On the 9th of Feb. 1775, th^e was in Gr^t Britain 
a joint address of the two houses of parliament to 
the King, in which they declared their opinion, that 
a rebellion existed in the province of Massachusetts ; 
and they recommended effectual measure^ to be 
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taken to enforce due order and obedience. To 
describe as a rebellion what the deputies of twelve 
provinces had approved of, was nearly certain to^ 
drive the whole into a rebellion; it was almost 
tantamount to a declaration of war, and as such* 
it was viewed in the colonies. Nothing therefore 
now remained for the colonists but a tame ac*- 
quiescence, or an appeal to arms. But the British 
ministry, or parliament, bad not yet completed their 
measure of folly, for a bill or act was passed about 
this time, restraining the New England states from 
fishing on the banks of Newfoundland ; thus 45,880 
tons of shipping were rendered useless, and more 
than six thousand seamen were thrown out of 
employment. When the news of this enactment- 
arrived m America, even the indifferent were 
roused ; those who had stood aloof took a decided 
part ; and among all ranks, a dislike of public 
measures was matured into a deadly animosity 
against the British parliament. 

Dr. Franklin, at this period, March 1775, was in 
London ; an attempt was therefore made through 
him to accommodate the differences between the 
colonists and the parent state. For this purpose, 
he met two ministerial negociators; and they agreed 
upon every thing, excepting the alteration in the 
charter of Massachusetts. This the ministry were 
determined to retain, stating that it was a real 
amendment to the constitution of that state. 
Against this. Dr. Franklin entered his protest, 
declaring,^ ^ That while parliament exercised at plea- 



Digitized 



by Google 



5& UNITED 9TAT£a OF AMERICA. 

snre a power of altermg Ibeir. <^ii8titiitioii8, tbere 
could be no agreeorait^ M tbut would render Uia 
Americans unsafe in every privik^ they enjoyed, 
and leave them nothing in which they woidd be 
secure/' Soon after this, the Doctor left £nglaa<]. 
The colonists, in April 1776, had collected 
military stores and ammunitioti at diSerefnt places, 
(me of which being at the town of Concord, about 
seventeen miles from Boston, General Gage, 
having received' information of the circumstance, 
determined to obtain possession of them as quietly 
as possible. Accordingly, about eleven o'clock at 
night, on the 18th of April, 1775, he dispatched 800 
men to march to Concord ; but intelligence quickly 
spread of the object of the royal troops, and about 
seventy of the Lexington militia were collected. 
McyOr Pitcairn, who led the advanced coips of the 
British, rode up to them, saying, '^ Disperse, you 
rebels; throw down your arms, and disperse." 
They stilly however, continued; on which he ad- 
vanced, firiz^ his pistol, and ordering the soldiers 
also to fire/' The militia were dispersed aftev 
three bad been killed ; and the British destroyed 
the stores at (/oacordt- The countty at this tittie 
had become alarmed^ and lafmny of Ibe colonists 
flew to the scene of action. The British were 
much annoyed in theif retreat, for at one time four 
hundred provinciaki were engaged. In fl^ conflict 
which ensued, the King's troops had 6& killed, 180 
wounded, and 28 made prisoners; and the pro* 
vincials bad 50 killed, and 38 wounded or misehsg:. 
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TfaiB was die first blood shed on tDe occftsioii Uf 
the i^stanbe of the coloffists to the op^r^j^iT^ 
condiiet of the British goyemment 

The provinckd coogwss was sitting when this 
idffiaiir took place^ and they cttipatcfaed an account 
of it to England, accompatiied witb this obsfefrva- 
tion, *' W6 are not yet detached from our royal 
scriFfiifeigtir'' but ^^ we detertnine to die, or be free.'" 
The inteUigsence of IUb battle spreadbig, the pro- 
Tincial ^^ngress e€ Massachusetts ordered an army 
of thirty thousand men to be raised. These were 
very soon collected ; and the provuices of New 
Hampshire^ Rhode Idand, and Connecticut, were 
formally made acquainted with the circumstance^ 
The Amerieans^no doubt, at Uiis time feared for the 
injiury which Qreat Britain would do them ; but on 
this point it was well observed by one of the Soutlt 
Caroliila delegates — ^' Our houses are built of 
brick, stone, or wood ; if they are destroyed, we 
can rebuild tbem^— ^but Uberty once gone is lost for 
eT»/' 

The cdlony of New York, which had hitherto 
appeared reloctant to be embroiled with thel parent 
cotmtry, now heartfly joined the other colonies. 
The caose had become common ; an appeal h^d 
been made to arms, and all negociations seemed to 
be entirely at atn end. 

On the 10th of May, 1775» another congresi^ 
met; for before the members of the former one 
bad separated, they recommended deputies to be 
chosen for this purpose. This congress forwarded 
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addresses to the parent state. To the people of 
Great Britaiii they observed, that they had no 
choice left but resistance or slayery. They had 
chosen the former. Their address to the King still 
contained expressions of their entertaining senti** 
ments of loyalty and affection. 

On June 15th, 177&, George Washington^ a 
private gentleman of Virginia, was made Com*- 
mander-in-chief of all the provincial troops which 
had been raised. An army of fourteen thousand 
men was placed under his command. In Novem- 
ber, 1775, the Massachusetts assembly, together 
with the continental congress, resolved to fit out 
armed vessels to cruise on the American coast, for 
the pqrpose of intercepting supplies of warlike 
stores, &c. designed for the British araiy. The 
object at first was limited, but afterwards it became 
general. Their first attempts were successful ; they 
made several captures of vessels which had war- 
like stores on board. The provincials likewise 
obtained possession of the fort of of Ticonderoga, 
wbere they obtained a great supply of ammuni- 
tion, &c. About this time, Sir Grey Carleton, who 
was governor of Canada, determined to aigage the 
Indians against the colonists, and for this purpose 
he invited some of the tribes to "feast on a 
Bostonian, and drink his blood;" but nothing more 
was intended by this expression than merely to 
invite them to a feast. 

General Howe had succeeded General Gage in 
the command of Boston. H£ was an officer of 
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great merit and ability, bnt being cut off from all 
supplies of provisions, &c. his troops were reduced 
to a miserable condition; and on the 17th of 
March, 17^6, he was compelled to evacuate the 
town of Boston, leaving stores, &c. to the value of 
at least thirty thousand pounds sterling. 

In this year, the British government engaged 
sixteen thousand foreign troops, to co-operate vrith 
them in endeavouring to reduce the colonists to 
obedience. 

Afffdrs having reached this alarming crisis, and 
the colonists beginning to feel their ovm power, 
and finding all their overtures for peace and re- 
conciliation treated vnth silent contempt, turned 
their thoughts into a different .channel. As parlia- 
m^it still persisted in the right to tax them without 
their own consent, and to alter or annul their charters 
as they thought proper, they considered themselves 
as having no security for their property or liberties ; 
and conceiving, that even if n^atters were apparent- 
ly accommodated, yet they might be subject to a 
recurrence of the same tyrannous and oppressive 
conduct; they therefore, for these, and for many 
other weighty reasons, issued, on the 4th day of 
July, 1776, a declaration of independence, renoun- 
cing all connection with Great Britain, and declar- 
ing themselves a free, sovereign, and independent 
power, under the term or title of the United States 
of North America. This declaration of indepen- 
dence concluded in the following words: "We, 
therefore, the representatives of the United States 
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of America^ in general cim^ess asseinbled^ opfieal- 
iBg to the Supreme Jtidge of the woild §ot the 
rectitude of our intentions, do, in the nune and by 
the authority of the good people of these colonies, 
solemnly publish and deckre^-^that .these unfeed 
colonies are, and of right ought to be, frte Hud 
independ^t states; that they tee absolf^d ft-om 
all allegianoe to the British crown, and thirt aU 
political tonnection between them and the stale df 
Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved ^ 
mid that, as free add independent states, they have 
full p(>wer to leVy war, eomdode pemtey contract 
alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other 
acts and things wbkb independent states may of 
right do* Aiid for the support of this deciamtion,. 
with a firm rdiance ^m the protection of Diriiie 
Providence, We mutually pledge to each other ouif 
lived, our fortunes, and ortr most sacred bonottr." 
This event took place 384 years after the dis^ 
covery of America by Columbus, and about 150 
years tra^ the firt^t efieeftial seftlenlents by tiie 
British in this part of the globe. 

FBom the 17th. of March, 1776, to July of the 
foUowkigyear,. thete Were many military operatknoM. 
But though €k»Mal Wtohingtott shewed si §pbM 
degree) <)f coolnesi^ abifity, and bravery, yet the 
advaats|^ei»^ gto^aUy speiddng, uppeaared to be in 
favour ctf the I'oydl troo^^s.^ The colotasts, however^ 
were decidedly hostile to the British inlereirt, and 
watched ev^y opporttiMty to annoy the invading 
forces. Hende, allboagii they occupied the two 
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great cities of New York ond Philadelphia^ yet 
wb«i6?er aay party of soldiers penetrated into the 
country, and became exposed^ the colonists, always 
on the alert, pursued them with vigilant circum- 
spection, and frequently cut them off. The British 
therefore might be said to possess little more than 
tl^ land on which they trod. 

In the spring of 1777, General Burgoyne suc- 
ceeded Sir Grey Carleton in the command of the 
British army in C^mada« In the summer of that 
year^ the army under his command advanced from 
Canada, and took possession of Triconderof a on 
Lake Chaxuplain, which had been abandoned by 
the Americans. Having crossed Lake George on 
the 14th of Septembtf , he crossed Hudson's river 
near Saratoga, on a bridge of boats, without much 
opposition ; so that on the 17th of September, the 
advanced guard of the royalist troops was withUk 
four mites of the American army. On the i8th the 
advanced posts of the two armies came in contact ; 
skirmishing a;isued, but without causing a general 
engagement. The armies were, however, so situ<* 
ated» that a decisive battle must of consequence 
fofiow. The British army ccmsisted of about sevdn 
thousand, including British, G^man, and Amerir 
can roy alists> besides a numb^ of Indians. General 
Bui^oyne was first in eomtaand, Gt^ieral Fnzest 
next. Baron Reidesel commanded theGerm^ms* 
On the 7th of October, General Burgoyne deter- 
mined to move forward, for the situation of the 
British army had become precarious, in conse- 
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quence of the enemy hemmiiigthem in on ail sides f 
he therefore made this movement, in order if pos* 
sible to break through the American army, and^ 
effect a retreat. The engagement which ensoed 
was deplorable in its consequences to the British r 
they lost in killed and wounded 1200; but the 
greatest misfortune was, that it appeared probable 
the army would eventually have to surrender to the 
Americans. 

The following account of this afiair, is ex- 
tracted from a German publication, by the Bare* 
ness Reidesel, who followed her husband in this- 
expedition. The Baroness with her three little 
ones. Lady Harriet Acklaad, (the wife of Major 
Ackland, who commanded the British grenadiers^)' 
and two or three other ladies, dwelt in a smalF 
house or hut, close to the place where the battle oP 
tiie 7th of October took place. The Baroness, in 
her narrative, says, *^ Severe trials awaited us on* 
the 7th; then our misfortunes began. 1 was at 
breakfast with my husband, and heard that some- 
thing was intended. On that day, I expected 
Generals Burgoyne, Philips, and Frazer, to dine 
with us. I observed a great movement among the 
troops; my husband told me it vras a mere re- 
connoissance, which gave me no concern, as it 
often occurred. 1 walked out, and met several 
Indians in their war dresses, with guns in their 
hands. When I asked them wh^e they were 
going, they said, * War ! war !' (meaning they were 
going to batUe;) this caused considerable appre- 
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bension. I had searcelygot to my hut, before I 
heard reports of cannon and musketry, which grew 
louder by degrees, until at last the noise became 
excessive. About four o^clock in the afternoon, 
instead of the guests whom I expected, General 
Frazer was brought on a litter mortally wounded. 
The table, which was already set for dinner, was 
instantly removed, and a bed placed in its stead 
for the wounded genieral. 1 sat trembling in a 
comer. The noise grew louder, and the alarm in- 
creased. The thought that my husband would be 
brought in wounded in the same manner was 
terrible to me, and distressed me exceedingly* 
General Fraaer said to the surgeon, * Tell me if my 
wound is mortal, do not flatter me.' The ball had 
passed through his body ; the wound was mortal. 
I hoard him often exclaim with a sigh, ' Oh fatal 
ambition ! Poor General Burgoyne ! Oh my wifip !» 
Towards evening 1 saw my husband coming; then I 
forgot all my sorrows ; 1 thanked God that he was 
spared to roe." 

The German Bareness spent a considerable 
part of the night in endeavouring to comfort Lady 
Harriet Ackland, whose husband. Major Af^hmd, 
had that day, the 7th, been severely wounded, and, 
tsJ^en prisoner by the Americans. Of herse}f, she 
proceeds thus — '^ I could not go to sleepy as I 
had General Frazer, and all the other wounded 
gentlemen, in my room ; and I was sadly afra^4 that 
my children would awake, and by their crying 
disturb the dying officer in his last mpments. He 
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often addressed me, and itpologiaed for the troobie 
be gave. Aboat three o^clock m the momiag I 
was told he could not hold out much longer. I 
desired to be informed of the near approach of the 
flital crisis; and I then wrapped up my children in 
their clothes, and went with them into the room 
below. About eight o'clock in the morning Gene* 
ral Frazer died. The coipse was wrapped up in a 
sheet, and we had the sorrowful sight before us die 
whole of the day/' 

Tlie lady of the wounded Major Ackland de- 
termined to go to the American army, m order to 
attend upon htt husband. Here were two ladies, 
who had been accustomed to every indulgence and 
ddicacy, yet abandoning all from a prineiple of 
duty and affection, sharing the toils and dangers ol 
a camp, in order that if their husbands were wound* 
ed, they might assuage their grief and uneasiness 
by theur care and tenderness. Let the female in 
Ate splendid drawing-room, bedizened wi& tinsel, 
and gulping flattery, — ^let her be compared to these 
ladies, — and she is ev^i less than a butterfly in* the 
comparison. 

A littiie befbre this time, a etrcumstmice oo* 
curred which caused the puUie condolence to be 
excited : although this was only the death of one 
individual, at a time and near a place were thou- 
sands were falling, yet the death of this one 
elicited more of the public horror than the death of 
thousands. What I now allude to was the fkte of 
Miss M'Crea, a young lady, who was die affianced 
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bride of a Mr« Jobm, an American royalist, who 
was attached to Burgpyne's army. The gentieman 
wishing to obtain his young and lovely bride, 
dispatched a party of Indians to escort h^r to the 
British camp. Against the earnest solicitations, 
and even the remonstrances, of her friends, she 
aitrusted herself to their savage protection. She 
set forward virith the Indians on horseback. They 
had not proceeded far, vtheu the party arrived at a 
spring, vvhere they halted. The impatient lover bai) 
Mgaged a second party of Indii^s, iivhom he 
dtf»patched on the same errand. Bodi parties met 
at this spring, vrhich was about l)alf a mile from 
F<wt Edward. A quarrel suMise between the two 
parties of Indians, each contending thai they would 
b^ entitiLed to receive the promised rewaiMl (a barrel 
of nm) ior escorting the lady. Botb parties were 
now attacked by some Americans ; at the QJtoise of 
&e conflict, tiie young kdy was fiMntd tied to a 
tbse, tomahawked aad scalped. In the omcM of 
war and devastation, this shocking ocenvr ene^ ex- 
cited general sympathy. Indeed, those who conld 
not commiserate the lover for the losao# a bride 
by this- tcagieal occurrence, most poaeess a eallone- 
oesB of footing whkh nome wfll envy. Thus it is, 
Aa4 the doalh of an individual who plays a great 
part on the stage of pdbMc Ufe, or the death of any 
(Mae uttdfiv ^>ee9iliarly hocrifie circmni^anees, arrests 
nniiseraal att^pfeion; whilst tb^usandts fall in battlfv 
and they are mevely condMered m a- trophy of 
victory or^ooaess on the part of the conqueror;^ 
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thfe vanquished general likewise notices their loss, 
as he would the loss of so many muskets. Yet these 
victims of ambitionhad either wives, children, fathers, 
mothers, or other relatives or friends, to deplore 
their decease, and to feel the void which they bad 
left in the world. Every one had a soul, and in the 
eye of Omnisci^ice that soul was as valuable as the 
one contained in the coil of a king or conqueror, 
though the former may be decorated with the pur- 
ple, and his brows enriched with a crown, and the 
other may have had the success of causing millions 
of his fellow-creatures to go to an untimely tomb, 
and to an eternity for which they were unprepared. — 
But to r^um to General Borgpyne, and the situa- 
tion of the British army. 

The Americans had collected a force of about 
18,000 men, by whom the British were surrounded. 
The royalist troops did not now amount to 6000, 
and every part of the camp was expc^ed to the 
grape and rifle shot of the enemy ^ and the dis- 
charges from the American artillery were almost 
mcessaat. In this, calamitous state, the British con- 
tinued until the evening of the 18th of October, 
when there were not more than three days' pro- 
visions remaining. A council of war was called, 
in which it was unanimously determined, that thwe 
was no method but to treat with the enemy. 

In consequence of this, a negociatidn was 
opened the next day, which speedily termiimted 
in a capitulation of the whole British forces : the 
principal article was, [* That the troops were to 



Digitized 



by Google 



• EEVOLUTION. W 

haye a free passage to Great Britam/ on condition 
of not serving against Ania*ica during the war." 
The number of those who thus surrendered at 
Saratoga amounted to about 6000. Thirty-five 
brass field-pieces, 7000 stand of arms, clothing for 
an equal number of soldiers, virith all the tents^ 
baggage, military chest, &c. thus became the re- 
ward of the conquerors. This memorable occur* 
fence took plac^ on the 17th ^ of October, 1777. 
Throughout all North Aoierica, the joy of the 
inhabitants was boandless. The efiectjfs of i3m 
victory were of still greater importance. It m^y 
be said to have laid the foundation for France to 
recognize them as an independent power, jand, 
finally, of joining, or making a conunon cause, with 
the colonists. 

The conduct of France in this instance has 
by some writers been severely refNrobated, as 
it was said to have bad a tendency to excite sub- 
jects to rebel against their sovereigns. France, 
however, bad long viewed the British power in 
Nordi America wiil^ greait jealousy ; and to obs^va 
the British possessing so gre^ a domimon in 
Europe, Asia, and America, excited her envy. 
There are none who act so true to republican 
principles as kings and courts ; they aim to be on 
a per^ct equality, and whenever one is towering 
over the rest, they wish to pull him down; nor 
haVie they any objections to make a change in any 
country, if that alteration is likely to be beneficial 
to themselves. 
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In the year 1778, a treaty of alliance was 
entered into between France and the United States. 
The British government now perceived the folly of 
their conduct ; and when they were informed that 
this treaty was on the tapis, they dispatched com- 
missioners to America, to treat of a reconciliation, 
which they had despised before. But it was then 
too late ; Congress would not treat, unless on the 
basis of an acknowledgment of the independence 
of the colonies, especially as the French govern- 
ment had dispatched a considerable force to aid 
the Americans. 

In the years 1778 and 1779, nothing decisive 
occurred in the military operations, which was 
likely to have the effect of stopping the effusion 
of blood. In 1780 an expedition was undertaken, 
nnder the command of Lord Cornwallis, against 
Charleston in South Carolina. After a close siege 
of that place for about six weeks, the town was 
surrendered to the British commander ; and Gene- 
ral Lincoln, and the whole American garrison, 
were made prisoners. Lord Cornwallis, after this 
event, routed and dispersed all the American forces 
which were brought against him in the south. 
This tide of success continuing for some time, he 
considered that he had actually subdued all the 
Southern States to obedience, and be determined 
upon marching to Virginia. 

Having arrived in Virginia, he fix^d upon a 
place called York town, which lie strongly forti- 
fied, and where he drew together all bis forces. 
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General Washington, togetlier with the French 
troops, moved to the southward with the greatest 
celerity imaginable, and he soon arrived at York- 
town, where Lord Cornwallis and the British army 
were fortified. The Americans invested the place 
with numerous forces, and Lord Cornwallis wras 
obliged to surrender himself, and his whole army^ 
prisoners of war to the combined armies of France 
and America. The forces under the command of 
his Lordship amounted to about 7000. By the 
articles of capitulation, it was agreed that the 
soldiers should be prisoners to the United States, 
and the seamen to France ; all the British vessels 
at York town and Gloucester were to be delivered 
up, together with all the cannon and military stores. 
This important event took place on the 19th of 
October, 1781 ; and in its immediate consequences, 
it may be said to have terminated the contest, and 
laid the foundation for a general pacification. 

The capture of Lord Cornwallis did not, how- 
ever, put an immediate end to hostilities ; yet no 
longer could any hopes be entertained of subju- 
gating the colonies. On the 30th of November, 
1782, preliminary articles of peace were signed at 
Paris, by which Great Britain acknowledged the 
independence of the United States of ]Vorth Ame- 
rica. These articles were soon afterwards ratified 
by a definitive treaty. Thus closed this long and 
arduous conflict, in which Great Britain, through 
an ambitious administration, lost one of the 
grandest appendages that was ever attached to 
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an empire. The folly 'of the measures that were 
then pursaedy is now seen in its proper light, and 
perhaps it will exhibit to posterity the foulest blot 
that stains her political history. 

The American revolution holds out a lesson for 
princes not to let their measures tend to a point 
where forbearance terminates, and indignation com- 
mences. The people, once roused, are like a mighty 
torrent; an^ in their impetuosity, or wrath, govern- 
ments, which have existed for ages, are swept away 
in a moment. During the progress of this revolu- 
tion, the colonists endured great distress, evils, and 
privations. Money was so scarce, that congress 
resorted to the mode of issuing paper currency. 
At first this was taken or passed for its nominal 
value, but the issues became so excessive, that very 
soon one silver dollar would purchase as much as 
one hundred paper dollars. Still it was a legal 
tender for debts. Had a person previously made 
purchases, he could afterwards have sold (say in 
1779 and 1780) the useful and necessary articles 
at such a price in paper money, that by the sale of 
one or two hogs he would pay for a slave; a few 
cattle for a comfortable house; and one or two 
good horses would have sold for so much papar 
money as would pay for a good farm, which had 
been contracted for a few years previously. This 
in many cases was actuaUy done. In their private 
circumstances and property the inhabitants had 
suffered much, as many of their towns had been 
burnt or destroyed. But this was of little conse- 
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qoence in their estimation, when compared with 
the grand objects for which they fought, and which 
they finally obtained ; namely, the blessing of free- 
dom, a deliverance from the dominion of a foreign 
power, and a name among the independent nations 
of the world. 

Previously to the revolution, the importance of 
the colonies was not duly appreciated by any of 
the powers of Europe. But when that event took 
place, and the great resistance was observed, which 
the colonists could oppose to the whole British 
power, then they appeared to the nations of 
Europe as a brilliant meteor, which was rising 
resplendent and triumphant in the political 
horizon. 

" With the sight of a star the nations were blest, 

TVas a luminous star, the star of the west. 

Its glory and brightness was seen from afar, 

It was known, and was called — ^bright liberty's star.'' 

Although none of the European powers granted 
any effectual aid to the colonists, excepting France, 
yet all had an interest in their success, and hence 
they had the sincere good wishes of all. The 
commercial prosperity to which Great Britain had 
attained, had then begun to excite the jealousy of 
every continental power; and that she might be 
dismembered of her North American colonies was 
the wish of every one, since such an event would 
not only weaken her force, but hold forth a pros- 
pect of Commercial advantage to all maritime and 
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manufacturing European countries. The United 
States was therefore soon acknowledged as an 
independent power, and her alliance courted by 
every potentate in Europe. 
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CHAP. IV. 



THE CIVIL CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 

During the disputes of the colonists with Great 
Britmn, deputies had been appointed from the 
several provinces, to meet, or form a general con- 
gress. The colonists were well aware that in what 
regarded their rights or liberties, all the provinces 
had a similitude of interest. Hence, so early as 
the year 1754, they had recommended a general 
government to be formed for the whole of the 
states. 

In that year, 1754, France and Great Britain 
were embroiled in war ; in consequence of which a 
general meeting of the governors, and influential 
members of the councils or assemblies, was held at 
Albany, in the state of New York. Those who 
attended at this congress, were unanimous in their 
opinion, that from the complexion of public affairs, 
a union of the colonies was necessary ; and they 
proposed a plan to the following effect: ** That a 
grand council should be formed, of members to be 
chosen by the provincial assemblies, which coun- 
cil (together with a governor to be appointed by 
the crown) should be authorized to make general 
laws, and also to raise money from the, colonies 
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for tlieir common defence." The leading members 
at this meeting were furthermore of opinion, that if 
this plan were adopted, they could defend them- 
selves against the French, without any assistance 
from Great Britain ; but this recommendation was 
not adopted by the British ministry. 

When the disputes with the parent state took 
that serious turn, which the colonists conceived 
authorized them to take up arms, they determined 
to form a congress, by appointing deputies from the 
different provinces ; and when war was determined 
upon, the members of this- congress continued 
their sittings. They appointed officers to the army; 
they issued bills; and they took upon them the 
direction or government of the whole provinces. 
Articles also of confederation and perpetual union 
had been framed in congress, and submitted to the 
consideration of the States, in the year 1778, about 
two years after the declaration of independence. 
To this general union several of the states imme- 
diately acceded ; but others, which had no un- 
appropriated lands, refused their concurrence. All 
objections, however, were overcome in March 1781, 
by the acquiescence of the state of Maryland. In 
Consequence of this, all the articles of confedera- 
tion were ratified as the form of government, or 
constitution, of the United States. 

As this constitution was formed while war was 
extending its ravages, and while the issue of the 
contest was doubtful, and being formed by men 
who had no practical knowledge of government, 
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many defects crept into their plan, which at that 
time escaped their observation ; but on the termi- 
nation of hostilities, these defects became obyious, 
and it was found necessary to give a new direction 
to the operation of several principles. Jealous of 
their rights and privileges, each particular state 
turned its attention to the local interests and 
liberties of its inhabitants ; and in their provincial 
assemblies, they assumed to themselves the power 
of withholding their consent to the acts of the 
general congress. Some indeed went so far as to 
charge the grand confederation with exercising 
powers inimical to their rights or liberties; but 
nearly all concurred in wishing for a republican 
form of government. And, indeed, if they had been 
solicitous to establish a monarchy, it would have 
been difficult to fix upon any prince or individual 
to have exalted to the throne, without embroiling 
them in a civil war. None but the king of Great 
Britain could claim an hereditary right of rule ; and 
he had formally renounced that right, and acknow- 
ledged their independence of his crown or juris- 
diction. Some publications of Paine had also 
appeared, and, as a political writer, his principles of 
government were not without their influence on the 
public mind. 

At the distance of 3000 miles from Britain, with 
the ocean intervening, royal government had in- 
deed been but feebly felt and supported in the pro- 
vinces ; but the Puritans, who first peopled the New 
England states, having been shamefully persecuted 
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in England, a rooted hatred to tyranny was fixed 
in their very souls. The persecutions they had 
endured were told to their children or descendants, 
so that the seeds of hatred and animosity lay lurk- 
ing in ambush; and upon the first shower of 
oppression, these seeds were ready to spring up; 
and they were glad to retaliate (as they con- 
sidered) the wrongs which they and their fore- 
fathers had endured. 

In some of the provinces, the first settlers were 
Dutch ; these could not be supposed to have much 
affection for British rule; and in those states where 
nearly half the population were slaves, any thing 
like tyranny was sure to be resented. The owners 
of slaves, although they keep others in slavery, are 
men whose oppugnancy is the soonest rousied 
against any species of oppressive conduct. Paine's 
political works were therefore strewed upon a sqil 
ripe for vegetation. Conceiving, as the colonists 
did, that all the British tyrannical acts were owing 
to court parasites and panders, vermin which gorge 
and fatten under the sunshine of a king; from 
hating these, they began to hate the kingly office. 
Franklin, Jefferson, and some other leading cha- 
racters, were republicans from principle; and 
Washington was not a man of ambitious character; 
and it was sure to happen, even if Washington had 
aspired to a crown, that he would have been 
opposed, for none of the leaders of the revolt 
would have viewed with pleasure the elevation of 
any but himself. A republican government, in 
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which the soyereignty of the people was recognized, 
in which the people merely entrusted power for 
their own benefit and safety, was therefore formed ; 
and this governmenty as it now is, and with its 
capability of improvement, is deserving of being 
called '' the greatest monument of human wis- 
dom." While the constitution was thus under- 
going revisions, receiving amendments, and sus- 
taining alterations, great inconvenience was ex- 
perienced by the inhabitants, from the want of 
some permanent principles of union ; and it is not 
improbable . that these inconveniences urged many 
to abandon diminutive considerations of local 
interest for the general good. Its various branches, 
however, having been amply discussed, and 
minutely examined in all their ramifications and 
bearings, received the final ratification on the 9th 
of January, 1788. Since that period, its leading 
principles have remained sacred and inviolable, as 
an important treasure, which generation will trans- 
mit through generation, to the latest posterity. 

This constitution is a democratic representation 
of the older one of Great Britain, having an elect- 
ive chief in the stead of a king; a senate, (the 
members of which are elected,) with nearly similar 
powers to the house of lords ; and an assembly of 
representatives, where the British house of com- 
mons is taken for the model of its formation. 

The president of the United States is elected to 
serve for four years; but he is eligible to be re- 
elected ad iftfinitum. He is chosen by the citizens 
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of each state appointing electors ; these meet, and 
make choice of the president, as well as of the vice- 
president; and the members of every state send 
the result of their votes sealed to the senate, where 
the seals are broken, and it is declared on whom 
the choice has fallen. 

The power oif the president is very circum- 
scribed when compared with the prerogatives of 
the British king. He is amenable to the law the 
same as any other citizen. He can be tried for 
high treason. He can neither declare war, make 
peace, nor appoint ambassadors, without the con- 
sent of the senate ; and in several other appoint- 
ments also, he requires the sanction of the same 
authority. Although he may be said to have a 
veto relative to all acts of congress ; yet, if this be 
exercised against the opinion of the senate and 
representatives, their act becomes .a law, provided 
two-thirds of both houses agree in the expediency 
of such a measure, notwithstanding the president's 
disapproval. In other respects, the president is a 
similar officer to the British king, being the high 
executive officer of the United States. 

The vice-president is chairman of the senate, 
without the privilege of voting, unless the members 
are equal; in that case, he has a casting vote. 
Provided the president should be impeached or 
become deceased, then the vice-president would 
exercise the functions of the high office pro 
tempore^ or until another president was chosen. 

The senate is formed by two deputies from 



Digitized 



by Google 



THE CIVIL CONSTITUTION. 81 

each state being appointed ; and consequently at 
present there are forty-eight senators in that branch 
of the legislature. 

The house of representatives is formed by the 
citizens throughout the union electing the mem- 
bers. It is proposed that in future there shall be 
one member elected to this house, for every forty- 
five thousand inhabitants. 

Besides the general government of the United 
States, each particular state has a governor, senate, 
and representative assembly, in order that their 
local affairs may be attended to; and that the 
administration of justice, the preservation of the 
peace, &c. may be maintained. These state con- 
stitutions are in general preceded by a declaration 
of rights — " That all men are bom equally free and 
independent ;" and every provision is made to guard 
the freedom of the person, and the right of pro- 
perty of the citizen herein ; as well as (that whidi 
is the great bulwark of all free communities, but 
the terror of all bad or tyrannical governments,) 
the freedom of the press. The press in the United 
States is almost as free and uncontrolled as are 
the thoughts of man : where this is the c^Lse, the 
government must be good. Before a free press, 
error disappears, as the shades of night are dis^ 
pelled by the sun. Where a free press is esta- 
blished, bad or wicked governors must either alter 
their conduct, or they must leave the admiffiiisti*a- 
tion of affairs to wiser or better hands than thek 
own. A free press is the invigorating principle of 
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a free government. Tlie different religious secta 
are not only tolerated, bat liberty of conscience is 
admitted as a natural right; for tolerance implies 
permission, therefore, it is declared, that all men 
are free to worship God in such mode as they 
think proper. 

The supreme governor in some states, is chosen 
by the people ; in others, by the state legislature. 
He has power to grant pardons for capital offences; 
to remit punishments, &c. He is likewise the 
commander-in-chief of the state militia. He has 
also a vote upon the acts passed by the houses of 
representativas and senate of the particular state of 
which he is governor ; nevertheless, even though he 
should disaprove of any particular act, it becomes a 
law, provided, upon reconsideration, two thirds of 
the members of the two houses should &dher6 to 
their former determination. But as the gener^ 
principles of the government in the United States 
is best exemplified by an appeal to fact, at the 
end of the chapter, I shall give some extracts from 
the state constitutions. 

There is one great defect in the constitution of 
the United States as it regards the president ; arid 
the same may be said also as it respects some of 
the state governors. The president is chosen or 
elected for four years ; tut every one has been once 
re-elacted to the presidency excepting John 
Adams. If the president be desirous of being re- 
elected, this desire will naturally have the effect of 
causing a degree of subservience to the pre- 
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dominant party or interest. The highest executive 
officer of the empire ought, undoubtedly, to be 
beyond the reach of being benefited by any 
future vote. 

At present, the democratic interest is ascen- 
dant; and the president, James Munroe, it is 
supposed, is one of their partisans. But circum- 
stances may sometimes occur, in which it may be 
just and proper for the president to act against the 
feelings^ of bis own party, and even against the 
popular wish. Such a circumstance, in my opinion, 
occurred at nearly the close of Monroe's first 
presidency. The incident to which I now allude, 
relates to the conduct of General Jackson in his 
invasion of Florida, then a territory belonging to 
Spain. His sanguinary behaviour on that occa- 
sion has covered his name* with infamy, and 
reflected on his country a badge of dishonour 
which the lapse of ages will hardly efface. To 
conceal his real intentions on that disastrous enter* 
prise, he pretended that he went thither in pursuit 
of some hostile Indians ; but various circumstances 
connected with this dark expedition, plainly indi- 
cate that he was actuated by very different motives. 
The American government, indeed, ashamed to 
acknowledge his actions, publicly stated, that his 
flagrant violation of the neutrality of Florida, was 
directly contrary to their express orders ; but even 
this avowal furnished only a wretched apology for 
themselves, but left his barbarity without any 
palliation. . 
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With respect to the statement of the govern- 
oient, the writer of this article C2^ aver^ that he 
was informed, by a man calling himself Thomi^ 
Hulme of Philadelphia, several moot^ before 
Jackson invaded Florida, that he would do so« and 
that it would be connived at by the govenment* 
This Hulme, he must, however, own, wfts a cha- 
ract^ on whom little dependence could be placed ; 
but having lent the vice-president a sum of momeyt 
of which he was continually vaunting, he pi^etended 
that be was intrusted by him with some of the secrets 
of government. However, this man, Hidme, told 
Ae author that Jackson would * invade Florida, 
pretending that he went thither in pursuit of the 
hostile Indians. This territory he actually did 
invade, and took (Nriaoners two EogUshinen, oi^ 
of whom was ei^aged by the Indiaiis as an office ; 
the other was a mere commercial character* 
These men, Jackson tried by a court-martial, and 
some of the members who sat oa the court were 
men who had been appointed oficers by hiwsdif, » 
direct vi<rfation of the con^tjOiiMii of tJie country; 
and as such we may consider thiam as mere servyh* 
tors to his will, and ministers 4>f 1m vengeance. 
The court-martial sentenced one of these Bnglish- 
men to the punishment of death ; but the other, the 
Bier(\anttte character, to a punishment noit so 
severe; y$t this sanguinary fiend, Jackson, ord^ei^d 
both to be executed. 

Admittii^ both facts, there cannot be a doubt, 
that the one who engaged as an officer with the 
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Itldia»r had the same right to do so, and to 
combat with the Americans, as any member of a 
neutral stote would' hare had to combine with the 
Americans to fight again^ the savages. Of the 
otb^, the pretended crime was, that, as a mer- 
cbsot, he had sold arms to the Indians; bat how 
th» c^mld jnstifjr Jackton in punishing him with 
death, is a question on which the public hare long 
since decided to his perpetual infamy; for without 
aU doubt, were he so disposed, he had as equitable 
a r%ht to sell' bis merchandise to them, as he 
M^Hild have bad to furnish the sMtve articles to 
the government of the United States. Jack^ 
son is, however, a jfavourite with the present 
predominant democratic party, and, as such, the 
efxecutive l^anch of government must overtook all 
transactions which be conlmits, how flagrant soever 
they may bfe- This is one of the evils inseparable 
from the present mode of electing a president for a 
certain number of years, and his being afterwards 
^igible to a re-election. So long as this power is 
retailed, he dither cannot, or will not, act with a 
trotjr parotic and independent spirit ; but were he 
td be ef^ted only for a given number of years, 
pferhaps .seven, without' being eligible to a re- 
election, he would by this means be more free 
ffom this suspicious control of party. This 
h^glr eiieeiili<re officer cann^ be too far removed 
from the action of popular feeling, whi6h, in 
r^irit^ican states, frequently floWs with *an over- 
w^^AMg tide, the influence ' of M^hieh very few 
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have either the fortitude or the virtue to 
vrithstand. 

Among the contending factions incessantly em- 
broiled in political warfieure, the most respectable 
part of the community throughout the United 
States, was the federalists. These men were 
attached to order and good government ; but this 
party, it may be said, became defunct on the 
accession of Jefferson to the presidency, for on that 
occasion democracy triumphed. The fedaralists 
had previously filled most of the different public 
offices or situations throughout the union ; but on 
Jefferson's accession, all were discarded. Men, 
who had been lavish of their blood and property 
during the revolutionary war,^ — ^men, who had ably 
and honourably filled the different offices of the 
State, — were alike discarded ; past services were of 
no avail. D^nocracy was triumphant, which, like 
the irruption of a savage intoxicated with success, 
infirmity had not the power to soothe. In this local 
revolution, ability had no power to recommend; 
nor had heroic deeds, that once were brilliant, a 
sufficiency of lustre to protect those by whom they 
had been performed : the democratic party was 
dominant, and they determined to leave nothing 
which their victory enabled them to secure. 

An hereditary chief, let him be called president 
or king, holds an office which has its advantages;, 
it is beyond the region or vortex of party, and it 
serves to restrain the factious or ambitious. Bat in- 
a govemmrat like the United States, whae the 
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people have every thing to bestow, and the multi- 
tude, as in every other country, are ignorant, selfish, 
and sometimes governed by the most vicious 
passions; those who will condescend to be their 
apologists or panders, will be frequently elevated 
to situations for which they are totally incapa- 
citated. 

The next officer to the president is the vice- 
president: but his office appears useless; nor is it 
associated with any ideas of importance in the eyes 
of the inhabitants. He is chairman of the senate ; 
but how easily could the senate elect some one of 
their body to preside at their meetings. In case of 
the death or impeachment of the president, then, 
indeed, he is to exercise the higher functions ; but 
if the president and vice-president were both to be 
implicated in the same treasonable concerns, the 
latter would, of all others, be the most unfit to 
fill his station. In such a case, the senate would 
be the most proper to appoint some one to act as 
president ad interim. 

The senate is a body composed of individuals 
very properly calculated, on the one hand, to pre- 
vent any act from becoming a law which has been 
passed by the legislative assembly in subservience 
to an improper popular feeling, and also to restrain 
the ambition of a president. Ever since the esta- 
blishment of die senate, their measures have been 
such as to shew that they are the most important 
branch of the legislature. 
The legislative assembly resembles our bouse of 
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commons; but the members having their Qppcunt- 
ments immediately from the people, and these 
generally giving their votes by ballot, they have no 
rich landed proprietors to control them ; they are 
therefore freely chosen by the public. It does not 
always occur^ that individuals of the greatest talent 
and probity are elected ; it often happens that noisy 
demagogues are chosen, Mr ho obtain their employ- 
ments or situations by flattering the base passions 
of the multitude, or in consequence of having been 
recommended by some democratic party. 

In the late circumstance of the admission of 
Missouri into the union, Mrith a toleration of 
slavery,, sevferal members of congress, both from 
New York, New Jersey, and other of the Eastern 
States, voted for the measure. One of the members 
who thus voted, was actually president of an 
Emancipation Society in New Jersey. An opinion 
was generally entertained, that money was actually 
given to obtain some votes, as the opposition at 
first in congress was so great against admitting that 
state into the union with this toleratiqn of slavery. 
Mr. Randolph, one of th^ members of congress, 
actually intimated that some of the opposition 
members had been brought to vote for the measure 
in consequence of a douceur being granted ; and 
certainly, to those vvho have been long accustomed, 
to bribes, it does not appear probable that thpse. 
members from the free states would have ha^ar^ed 
their popularity, and their future return to con:- 
gress, without some other motive than expediency, 
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which they urged- In justice, however, to the 
pablic it mast be stated, that five out of six 
of the members from the Eastern States, who 
thus voted, were not re-elected or returned to 
congress. 

The state governments are a miniature repre- 
sentation of the general one, containing a governor, 
lieutenant-governor, senate, and legislature. Many 
oir these legislatures are merely the echo of the 
predominant party. This has lately been the case 
in the state of New York, where the democratic 
influence has acquired the ascendancy. The 
Governor de Witt Clinton, who was of no party, 
appointed to the different public offices in the 
state, men, who, by their talent, &c. were the most 
proper ; but since the democrats have obtained the 
majority in the legislature, they have thwarted the 
governor in every possible way, because he will not 
consent to be their tool, having expelled all from 
the public situations which they held, who were 
not of the democratic or republican party. Indeed, 
these men unblushingly come forward to lay claim 
to all public places of honour or emolument, merely 
on account of their politics. The editor of The 
National Adtocate, (a daily paper of the city of 
New York) openly advanced the opinion, that 
the democratic party had a right to them; 
and when this party had the majority in the 
council of appointment, he very modestly recom- 
mended himself for the situation of sheriff of 
the city and county of New York, the most 
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lucrative office in the state; and what is more 
remarkable, he obtained, and now holds the 
situation. 

The members of congress, and of the state 
legislatures, are many of them lawyers, and the 
influence of their profession may frequently be 
perceived operating in the councils. Hence, 
although some individuals of this class are very 
useful and necessary in these assemblies, yet, m 
general, lawyers cavil too much on technical points, 
and lose sight of more substantial and important 
measures. Nearly the whole of the great officers 
throughout the union are lawyers. The president, 
Tice-president, secretaries, &c. are all lawyers. 
This may account for those long precise cavilling 
state papers of the United States government which 
are occasionally exhibited. 

Some of the members in the state legislatures 
are very illiterate characters; farmers, who know 
nothing beyond the mere cultivation of a field of 
com. A late American writer (Tudor) mentions, 
that one of the members in the legislature of 
Massachusetts wished to have a bank chartered in 
a certain town. In favour of the measure, he 
mentioned that the town was very poor ; but that 
a great deal of money passed through it. He 
appeared to think that a bank would catch money 
as nets do fish. Another, in the same legislature, 
wanted a bank, because, as he said, they were poor, 
there being little else but sand in the neighbourhood 
of his town. This Solomon seemed to think that 
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sand was to be converted into a fruitful soil by 
means of a bank. 

Some of the members in the state legislature of 
New Jersey are of Dutch descent, and not wdl 
acquainted with the English language. On one 
occasion, when the subject of the militia was under 
debate, one of these Dutchmen, listening very 
attentively for a long time, heard many remarks 
relative to the organizing the different regiments of 
militia in the different counties. He at length rose 
in great wrath, stating that he had been engaged in 
the revolutionary war, and that they had no music 
then but drums and fifes. That he did not like 
organs at church, and he would never consent for 
organs to be used by the militia. Drums and fifes 
would do very well. 

The qualification for electors in the United 
States, consists in male persons being of full age, 
and paying taxes, or possessing some trifling pro- 
perty. In general, votes are given by ballots. The 
Sections are almost always conducted without 
tumult or riot, and the polls are closed in two days. 
Any one who has been in the United States, and 
who has witnessed the ease and facility with which 
representatives are chosen, would certainly re- 
commend this mode of taking votes by ballot for it 
causes bribery to be^of no avail* 

In the city of New York, it frequently occurs, 
that some of the lower Irish, who have been 
accustomed to the noisy, riotous, and senseless 
ckunour and tuomlt of Irish elections, considering 
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themselves ia a land of liberty, detecoiiaiie to 
interfere. To give an idea of what is the oinnioa 
of liberty which some of th^m entertain, I will 
D^nte what was told to me by a merc^atile gen- 
tleiinan at JSeyv York. 

JSe stated, tjiat in a vessel ^og^sjigQed to Jbim 
was a n^ai;! and his fijmily from }rd^d. Tbt 
merchant a^^ist^ the Irishman, by accompaoyiog 
him to the cus(M>m-house, to enter his lug^^igei 
and a)so by going with him to the Mayor's office* 
Pat, as we will term him, was lavish in hi9 
expressioQ of tha^iks, for U»e merchi^nt h^d 
assisted him gratuitously. 

About twelve months $ift|8rwards, there wajif 
an election at New York, and each party w^ 
extremely solicitous of success. This m^rcfaai^t 
^as one who scrutinized the voters for the fede- 
ralistSf Pat w^ very active on the deipocratic 
8i4e; he was all noise and vpci£eratk>o aga|nst 
the tory federalists, and very busy in brii^giog 
up to the poll the democratic voters. Upon this$ 
the gentlei^an caln^ly addresgfed him, and qon-» 
^uded by saying, that he thought, uQtil he w^s 
a citizefi, he ought to refirain from takit^ so oon-^ 
spicuous a psjrt. "Why," sayp Pat> in rofdy, 
"here I have pome 300Q miles, and Crossed the 
Atlantic to enjoy glorious liberty smd freedoai) 
s^id now," says h^, "^hen I %m €a\io]^i% the 
fKmstitution, you tory fedemlil^ts $re lading £audt^" 
—"Nay," replied the gefttlemlm, "if tWb be 
the sort of frft^doip you cros^d the Atlantic to 
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ei^y, I shoald he sorry to deprive you of k; 
and you have my heurty oonsent to make a« 
mnch noke as you iMak proper." 

Th^e is coie paitiddo^ fnitore of the U»ted 
States' constitution that demands admiration, and 
timt is, theCidlity of amendasent of which it is sus^ 
ceptible. It wisdy provides jBor a recurrence to 
first prindpks ; tbos congress, and the stete l^is^ 
UtMes, have it in their power to amend it; of* 
if the cank^ worm of oorraption infects it, they 
can lop off the extraneous member. Whilst 1 
nsided in the conati-y, the separatkm took place 
between the district of Maine and Massachusetts* 
Those who {nroposed the neasare were vigorously 
apposed, bat they were not branded with atiy 
disgraceful epithet. Although Mame had been 
united to Massachusetts even from the year 1653, 
and in the charter of William and Mary in 1691 
it was incorporated with the State of Massacbu* 
s^ts; yet the inhabitants of Maine, conceiving 
that Ijbcir local interests would be better attended 
to by their becoming a distinct stdte, nothing was 
more easy; they petitioned congress, and it waS 
immedktely formed into a free and independent 
state. 

Thcte is one dronmstance, which would make 
us donoeive that the government of the United 
States was stronger and better than any govern-^ 
mesiA in Ewope; iM$ is, the gi^eat freedom of 
speeeh aiad writing which is allowed. Persons 
may^ in either way> abuse the President or the 
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Senate, and they may even extol mcmarchy, but 
we never hear of any prosecntions for sedition, 
libel, &c. In many instances this liberty is 
abused ; but that scorpion, that reptile, the spy, 
is never mnployed by the United States govern- 
ment* Itiey know that it is a government founded 
upon the '^eternal law of nature;" and that it 
is so strong in public esteem, thiU; they have 
nothmg to fear from the &ctious or seditious. 
Treason, which in monarchical couotries is con- 
sidered so heinous, fe a crime even there; yet 
many crimes are considered as deserving a greater 
punishment than treason. 

Some persons maintain, that the republican 
form of government of the United States is not 
likely to ^dure. They predict a separation of 
the states. In support of their opinion, they 
instance the dtssolution of all former republican 
governments. They say, that the jarring inte- 
rests of the Eastern and Southern States must 
assuredly . lead to an^pry discussions in congresa; 
and eventually, to a rupture or separation. Those 
who maintain these opinions, oi^t, however, to 
hear, in mind, that, previously to the independence 
of the United States, ih&te never yet was formed 
a complete ipepubliqan representative govemm^at 
like it, or one which bore any resemblance to it. 
Nether the government of the republics of Greece, 
Borne, of Gceat Britain during the protectointet 
nor the more .recent republican governments of 
Fjrance, bore any affinity or analogy to the con- 
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stitution of the United States. To speak of the 
probability of a separation between the states 
is ^regious folly : such an opinion may be ^iter- 
tained by diose who have never viewed the 
conntiy ; and by those, who, having bemi in the 
country, have tiewed it with a jaundiced eye; 
determined to see nothing great, virtuous^ happy, 
or good, in a republic, or in a government 
without a king. There are not, p^aps, in any 
one state, fifty persons who wish for a s^aration ; 
or who wish for the establishment of monarchy. 
Why should they? — are they heavily taxed? and 
do those taxes go to decorate or nourish the 
insects, the butterflies, or the apes, who bask in 
the sunshine, or who gambol or play th&r tricks 
in the precincts of a court? No, they are li^tly 
taxed ; no more is exacted than what is abso- 
lutely necessary to move the wheels of govcam- 
ment, by which law, justice, &c. are dispensed. 
The friend of a limited monarchy must rejoice 
in the establishment of such a republic in the 
world: it will make kings of other countries 
respect the eternal rights of their fdUow men, 
though they are subjects ; as it proves to monaKlis, 
that they are greatly indelrted to the people who 
support them in magnificence and spl^dour,'s^ 
in a style which prejudice smd old habits raider 
requisite. All th^ people of the United States 
view the central government as the bond or cememt 
of thm repubUk^n institutions ; they view it as 
the sun of tbdr political hemisphere, eiiligbteiiing> 
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ben^tuig, and giTing security to the states, and 
to etery citizen in the remotest part of the ntiited 
^nphre. The constitutioii is not liable to decay, 
f» it contains within itself the germ of resuscir . 
taition ; and as socli, we may ^ith safety predict 
as long a continuance to tliis republican govern- 
ment as any human superstructure has evei* 
tittanied* 

Having tbm given a general outline of the 
legi^ative functions in the United States, I shall 
conclude this chapter, agreeably to my promise, 
widi some brief extracts jfh)m the fundamiental 
{^inciples of their federal goveiliment. 

The preamble to the Constitution bf the United 
States thus coiiiinen<6es :-^We, this people of the 
United States, in ordeir to fbrhi a more perfect 
union, establish justice, ensure domestic tran- 
quilHty, provide fbr the common defence, promote 
die general welfkre^ and secut^ the blessings of 
liberty to ourselves and posterity, do Ordain and 
ei^tablisb thid Constitution for the Uiiited States 
of Ainerica. 

The first section of the fii*st article states, That 
dl &e legislatite powers hereui granted, shall be 
v««ited in a congresi^ of tlie Uirited States ; which 
l^laH consist of A presridc^nt, itoniitd, and at house 
of refireseiitatives. The second Petition asserti^, 
AtM the re^tetoiltaiiv^s shall be chosen every 
iecond yeaaf ^ Md states the qualifications of elec- 
toral These extend to^ nei^ly all tnale cifutens 
ciMk age ; and H also gives the powcit of impeach- 



Digitized 



by Google 



CIVIL OONanTVTIOK^ 97 

me&t to the houe of repreaeiitalivaB. It Ifl&ewise 
provides for a census being tak^i of the pofia^ 
laticm of the States every ten years. The third 
section provides for a senate, to be chosen by 
the state legislatures, and tvro senators to bei 
allowed for each state* No person is to be 
deemed qualified to be a representative who is* 
under twenty-five years of age, and none to be 
a s^iator under thirty years of age. That the 
vice president is to he chainnan or presidmit oft 
the senate, without the power of voting, unless 
the numbers be equal; in that c^ae be is to have 
a casting vote. The ^ate to have the sole power 
of trying impeachments. If the president of the 
United States should be tried, then the chief- 
justice is to preside ; but no person is to be con* 
victed without the concurrence of two*thirds of 
the members present* Section the fourth compels 
the. congress to assemble at least once in every 
year. Section the fifth gives each house the 
power to try the qualifications of its members, 
and to make rules and regulations for their voting, 
&c. Section sixth allows a compensation for their 
trouble in attending, and disqualifies all from 
hieing members who hold any office under the 
United Stales. By section seveirth, sdl revenue 
bills are to originate in the bouse, of representa* 
l^v^s^ but the senate may concur, or make amend 
mei^s.. That ev^y bill, having passed the two 
hous^, and obtained the af^irobation of the pre^ 
sident, become a law; but if he disapproves, 
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it is then retnmed ; yet if two^hirds of the fermar 
majority from among ibe members present be in 
faTOor of such bill, it will still become a law. 
Section eighth gives w grants to coi^ess the 
power to lay oh, or to levy taxes ; bnt all taxes 
are to be uniform throu^out the States. Section 
ninth provides that the writ of Habeas Corpus 
shall not be suspended, unless when, in cases 
of rebellion, invasion, m other unexpected or alarm- 
ing commotion, the public safety may require it. 
By section tenth, no state shall enter into any 
treaty of alliance, or confederation, grant letters 
of marque and reprisal, coin money, emit bills 
of credit, or make any thing but gold and silver 
coin a tender in payment of debts; or pass any 
bill of attainder ; or make any ex past facto law, 
or law impairing the c^ligation of contracts; or 
grant any title of nobility; or, in short, do any 
thing that may endanger the general union, em- 
barrass the movements of congress, or involve the 
confederation in difficulties- 
Article the second. The first section vests the 
executive power in the president, and enables 
him to hold his office for four years, and it defiles 
the mode of electing the president. Section 
second makes or appoints him commander in 
chief of. the army and navy, and of the militia 
ot the several states when called into actiim ; 
and gives him power to grant reprieves and par* 
dons, except in cases of impeachment It gives 
the president power to make treaties, to s^point 
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aoibassadors, but two-thirds of the members of 
the senate are to grant their concunrence. By 
section third, the president is to give information 
to congress, and to convene them on all extra- 
ordinary occasions. Section fourth states, that 
the president, vice-president, and aU civil officers 
of the United States, may be r^noved from office 
on impeachment. 

Article the third relates to courts of law, 
and the mode of trials; and orders all trials to be 
by jury, excepting impeachments. 

Article the fourth regulates the conduct of 
one state relative to the public acts of another, 
and provides, that any person held to service or 
labour in one state, and fleeing to another, shall 
be delivered up, on proper claim being made. 

Article the fifth provides, that two-thirds of 
a majority of congress may propose amendments 
of the constitution, on die application of the 
l^tslatures of two-thirds of the states. 

Article the sixth declares, that no religious 
test shall ever be required as a qualification to 
any office of trust or emolument in the United 
States ; but that all executive and judicial officers 
shall be bound by oath or affirmation to preserve 
the constitution. 

Additional articles were afterwards made ; one 
ot which was. That congress shall not make any 
law respecting an establishm^it of religion, or 
prohibiting the free use or exercise thereof, or for 
the abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
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presBf or the fight of the people peaceably to 
assemble, and to petition the govemtnent for a 
redress of grievances. Thane are sereral other 
sections, providing for the liberty of the citizen. 

The following are some of the articles in t^e 
Declaration of Rights in the Constitution of the 
State of North Cardina r — 

Article 7th declares, That in all criminal prose- 
cations, every man has a right to be informed of the 
accusation against him, and to confront the ac- 
cusers and witnesses with other testimony, and 
that he shall not be compelled to give evidence 
against himself. 

Article 9th states. That no freeman shaD be con- 
victed of any crime, but by the unanimous verdict of 
a jury. 

Article 15th asserts. That the freedom -of the 
press is one of the greatest bulwarks of liberty, and 
therefore ought never to be restrained. 

Article 10th announces, That the people of this 
state ought not to be taxed, or made subject to the 
payment of any impost or duty, without the con- 
sent of themselves or their representatives, in gene- 
ral assembly freely given. 

Article 17th avows, That the people have a right 
to assemble together, to consult for their common 
^ood, to instruct their representatives, and to apply 
to the legislature for a redress of grievances. 

Article 30th acknowledges, That for a redress 
of grievances, and for amending and strengthening 
the laws, elections ought often to be hdd. 
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Article 21st affirms, That a frequent recnrrence 
to fundamental principles is absolutely necessary 
to preserve the blessings of liberty. 

The constitution of Maryland, in article the 6th, 
maintains^ That the legislative, executive, and 
judicial powers, of government, ought to be for ever ' 
separate and distinct from each other. And in 
article 39th, That monopolies are odious, contrary 
to the spirit of a free government, and to the prin- 
ciples of commerce, and ought not to be suffered. 
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CHAP. V. 



LAWS ESTABLISHED 8IN€E THE REVOLUTION. 

The laws of the United States are so very similar 
to those of Great Britain, that in most parts of 
the Union, the English common law is a compo- 
nent part of the law of the state. That great pro- 
tection of personal freedom against tyrannical 
power, the trial by jury, is most strictly guarded 
and maintained ; and such is the excellence of the 
constitution, that, to preserve the liberty of the 
subject from violation, the Habeas Corpus can 
never be suspended, unless in cases of actual 
invasion or rebellion. 

In the disposal of property, there is no law 
of primogenitureship. In case a father dies in- 
testate, all that he leaves is equally divided among 
his children; or, should he have no offspring, 
among his nearest relatives, his widow being pro- 
vided for in the equity of distribution. In the 
laws respecting libels, truth, instead of being con- 
sidered as an aggravation of guilt, forms no part 
of its criminality. In the days of Lord Mans- 
field, this gloomy doctrine was held to be law, in 
England ; but the time we hope will return no 
more, when the definition of a libel shall embrace 
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a principle so pernicious in itself, and so detest- 
able in its consequences. 

Throughout the Union, there are few states 
where the punishment of death is inflicted for 
any crime, excepting murder. In Virginia, indeed, 
horse stealing, for the second offence, is punished 
capitally; and in New York, arson, or setting 
fire to a dwelling-hou^e, is visited by the inflic- 
tion of the same punishment. But the statute 
books are not disgraced with a catalogue of nearly 
seventy offences, the commission of which would 
subject the offender to the punishment of the 
gallows. The judges of Great Britain are un* 
doubtedly mfen of high character ; but the life of 
no human being should be left to the mercy of 
a fellow creature, unless the crime committed 
were one which fully warranted the dreadful 
punishment of death. 

The history of England furnishes instances of 
men sitting on the bench, who have not only 
polluted the stream of justice, but who have been 
a disgrace to human nature. In the early stages 
of their official existence, they have felt acute sor- 
row in pronouncing on the culprit the sentence 
of the law ; but from habitually seizing on the 
lives of offenders, their feelings become callous, 
till at length the terms acquittal and condemna-^ 
ttoUf are pronounced with equal indifference. It 
is thus that the surgeon who walks the hospital, 
and is accustomed to amputations, holds in cheap 
repute the limbs of his patients; and that the 
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soldier, having frequently surveyed the carcases 
that strew the field of battle, grows familiar with 
death, and loses the more amiable sensibilities 
of our common nature. Hence, the judge who 
associates, in his mind, the offender and the gal- 
lows, can scarcely persuade himself he has done 
his duty, unless some one is doomed to ascend 
the scaffold. 

From the complexion and character of the 
inhabitants who constitute the population of the 
United States, it is natural to suppose, that crime 
would be more prevalent there than in England ; 
but an appeal to fact will prove that this is not 
the case. It is well known, that in former years 
felons were transported from this country to Ame- 
rica. These wretches, carrying with them an 
attachment to the offences for which they suffered 
banishment, must have communicated a certain 
portion of moral pollution to the soil, the effects 
of whkh might be expected to appear in succeed- 
ii^ generations. Multitudes, also, have continued 
to emigrate thither from almost every kingdom 
in Europe; among whom may be found indivi- 
duals who flee to escape the pursuits of justice, 
for transgressions committed in their respective 
countries. Yet, notwithstanding these inauspi- 
cious circumstances, crime in America is dispro- 
portioned to the population, when compared with 
the violations of law in long established comtnu- 
nities. Hence we cannot but infer, either that 
facilities or inducements to commit depredations 
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are less influential there, than where flagrant 
transgressions are more immediately connected 
with the gallows. 

With respect to courts of law, the highest is 
termed the Supreme Court of the United States ;: 
the judges of which are appointed by the presi- 
dent, with the concurrence of the senate. They 
hold their situations during good behaviour, until 
the age of sixty: but there has never yet been 
an instance of improper conduct in the judges 
of this court; in favour of which, too much can 
scarcely be said. This supreme court is also a 
court of appeal. The salary of each judge 
amounts to four thousand dollars annually. 

The whole Union is divided into districts, and 
the judges of the supreme court are appointed to 
preside in them. Here prosecutions by the public 
officers for breaches of the revenue laws, and, 
indeed, all cases or actions for the recovery of 
a certain amount, can be brought for trial, and 
in this court they are adjusted. But in some 
provinces, legal antagonists, who are both citizens 
of the same state, are precluded by their provincial 
laws from appealing beyond the state legisla- 
ture. 

It has sometimes occurred, that distinct states 
have made laws or enactments against the express 
law of the United States ; but when cases of this 
kind happen, an appeal may be made to the 
judges of the supreme court. A case of this kind 
presented itself in the state of New York. The 
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legislature of that state passed a law, that» pro* 
Tided a debtor became iDsolveat, aad that two^ 
thirds of his creditors signed a release, sQch 
debtor should be for ever after exempted from 
all debts contracted previous to his insolvency. 
In consequence of this, many became insolvent; 
and two-thirds of their creditors signing a release, 
several again commenced business, and suc<^eded. 
Dissatisfied with their proceedings, some creditors, 
citizens of a different state, determined to appeal 
to the supreme court of the United States, to 
investigate the validity of this insolvent law of 
New York. The case was accordingly tried; 
and, after a fair and an impartial examination, the 
judges of the said supreme court declared, that 
the law of New York, cancelling a debt, wajs 
discrepant to the general law of contmct, as par- 
ticularly expressed in the constitution of the 
United States. This being the ciMse, the particulai^ 
law of a state could only protect the person of 
an insolvent debtor, but not his property. Since 
that period, congress have pledged themselves 
to pass a law to abolish imprisonment for debt 
altogether ; stating, that they consider it a relic 
of the barbarous ages. At the close of this 
chapter I shall give some extracts from the 
report of the committee. 

In every particular state, there are benches of 
law organized. These are termed the Sqpneme 
Courts of the States. In some of the larger cities 
there are also others termed the mayor's cOurt; In 
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iftost of the states, there is also a court . of 
chancery. Besides these, there are the different 
justices, wh* try petty oflfences, and are i^tationed 
or located at diflferent places, for the prei^ervatioii 
of the peace, and Vfho cofntnit offenders to take 
their trials before the higher courts. 

In the state of PeiinByl?ania, they hare not a 
court of chancery ; but to compensate for this 
deficiency, they have substituted arbitration* 
Hence, if an action be commenced against ail 
individual, either the plaintiff or defendant may 
obtain an order from the court to have the suit 
tried by arbitration; and if the parties cannot 
a^ee respecting whom to choose as arbitrators, the 
eonrt v^ill then appoint them. 

In the equity of its proceed ings^ and the im- 
partial administration of justice, the supreme court 
of the United States has placed itself beyond the 
i^aob of all suspicion. The same may be said of 
some of the state courts, as justice is administered 
without partiality, favour, or atfection. Some of 
the inferior justices are, however, in point of 
talents, rank, and property, perfectly contemptibloi 
In many instances, men are appointed who have 
mot one single qualification to recommend thera^ 
CSommon mechanics and tradesmen, who have 
scarcely advanced beyond the first rudiments of 
educatioB, can boast of this honourable distinctiony 
even though they can scarcely read the laws which 
they ought to administer. 

Bat this circumstance arises from the state of 
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population. In many country (daces there are bat 
few persons of learning and talents, and tbese will 
seldom take upon tbem the trouble of acting as 
magistrates. Hence it is generally some low indi- 
vidual, to whom the trifling fees of office are a 
consideration, who solicits for and obtains the 
appointment. Law being very cheap, the citizens 
in the country places and villagea are constently in 
a state of litigation ; the consequence is, that those 
pests of society, pettifogging lawyers abound, their 
subsistence depending upon their keeping alive the 
vile passions of the community. Nothing can pre- 
sent a more despicable scene than several of the 
villages of the United States exhibit, where the 
spectator may behold an illiterate mechanic acting 
as a justice, and some poor ignorant village-lawyer 
pleading before him. 1 have been present i^t 
exhibitions of this sort. At one of them, the jus- 
tice was an illiterate cobbler, who could scarcely 
vnrite. One lawyer was both drunk and dirty. 
The other was a tall thin lanky creature, with his 
otherwise hollow cheeks puffed out with quids of 
tobacco ; after every sentence he spat on the floor, 
scraping it with his shoe : so that what with this 
lanky, frothy tobacco lawyer, the intoxicated 
pleader, and the illiterate justice, though what they 
term law might be lit^eraliy dispensed, but little 
either of justice or equity was to be expected. 

I do not conceive that in the United States, 
a proper opinion is entertained of the sanctity of 
an oath by the jurymen. In the large cities, I have 
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BO donbt the juries are equally as conscientious as 
any in England ; but in the country places, I have 
heard jurymen laugh at their verdict, and assign 
such reasons for the same, as were disgraceful. I 
was informed, that during the mayoralty of De 
Witt Clinton, at the city of New York, a curious 
scene took place in the mayor's court, at which 
this eidightened gentleman presided. They were 
going to try an action for assault. A man of the 
name of Hantz (or something nearly resembling it) 
had brutally attacked a person. A friend of this 
Hantz was one of the jury. After they had been 
empannelled, this friend of the defendant turned to 
another juryman near him, with this inquiry, *' Who 
are you for?" "Who am 1 for!" answered the 
other; " it will be requisite to hear the evidence 
before I can answer that question." '* Ob," re- 
plied the friend, " I am for Hantz." ** You had 
better," rejoined the other, ** wait until the con- 
clusion of the trial, before you make up your 
mind." " No, no," says he, ** I shall be for 
Hantz." Upon this, the other juryman informed 
the mayor of the conversation, who dismissed this 
friend of the defendant from the jury, with every 
mark of ignominy ; expressing his regret, that the 
law having never contemplated so heinous an 
offi^ce, he could not punish him as he deserved. 

But with all these defects, irregularities, and 
incongruities, I cannot conclude this chapter with- 
out expressing my doubts, whether, with the ex- 
ception of Great Britain, the equitable administra- 
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tion of law or justice in the United States i# 
surpassed in any part of the world. TYfiie, wfatdi 
ripens the human intellect, will wipe away these 
diminutive stains, and call the principles of thcl 
constitution into vigorous operation. 

Agreeably to my promise, I now introduce the 
report of the committee respecting the abolitiOH 
of personal imprisonment in case of debt: Tbw 
subject has long engaged the attention of legis- 
lators and senators, not only in America, but even 
in England. In favour of the measure, much may 
be urged on the ground of policy and humanity, 
but the evils which would follow its adoption are of 
too formidable a magnitude to be overiooked. 

ON IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 

^^ Rqpart of the Committee qfthe House ofRepresen-^ 
tatives qf the United States, appointed to in- 
quire into the expediency of abolishing Impri- 
sonment for Debt J on Process issuing from the 
Courts of the United States, 

" The committee, to whom was referred the te^ 
solution directing them to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of abolishing imprisonment for debt, on 
process issuing from the courts of the United 
States, Report — ^That the practice of imprisoning 
the body of a debtor, though sanctioned by very 
ancient usage, seems to have had its origin in an 
age of barbarism, and can only be considered afl 
amelioration of that system, by which the person of 
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ibe debtor was subject to be sold. Were it mot 
wholly repugnant to every principle of free govem- 
ment, incompatible with every sentiment of generous 
humanity, the exposore to sale of the debtor might 
seem more tolerable than his subjection to impri- 
sonment. P<dicy and individual interest appear to 
be ccMBdbined to justify the servitude of the debtor, 
in preference to his seclusion from society, wd his 
confinement in a dreary dungeon. By the fonner 
system, the profits of the labour of the debtor, 
brought into the common stock, would contribute 
to augment the wealth of the nation, and might 
eventually reimburse the creditor the amount of his 
demand. It would certainly avoid those expenses 
which are annually incurred by maintaining so many 
unprofitable prisoners, without occupation, con- 
fined in the jails of the country. The unfortunate 
debtor might at least be blessed with the enjoyment 
of air and light, and the occasional society of family 
and fri^iids, from which, by the latter, he is oft- 
times most cruelly secluded, and closely immured 
within the walls of a prison ; yet, who is there, in 
this liberal age, and in this country, where blessings 
of freedom are so extensively diffused, who would 
not recoil with horror and disgust from a pro- 
position to expose to sale and servitude a fellow- 
citizen, whose misfortunes might subject him to 
the griping pressure of a hard creditor? And yet 
how few are there among the fortunate and suc- 
cessful, and even among those whom the benign 
precepts of our religion have taught to melt at 
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others' woe, who will be roused from apathy aod 
indifference, when they daily learn that our jails are 
crowded with groups of these victims of misfor- 
tune ! and who do not bury, in the obvious round 
of frivolity and pleasure, even the momentary sensi- 
bilities which such a picture may produce ! 

" Nor are the rulers of this happy land free from 
the reproach which such a stain upon our code of 
laws cannot fail to imprint. Year after year has 
elapsed, and misery upon misery has been heaped 
upon these victims ; and yet the hand of mercy is 
withheld. This crying indifference to the miseries 
of the wretched, this cold insensibility to the dis- 
tress and suffering of our fellow-creatures, has too 
long stained the annals of our country, and blurred 
with the imputation of incongruity our boast of 
independence, liberty, and happiness, when con- 
trasted with our practice of imprisonment for mis- 
fortune, not for crime. 

** Rescued from this thraldom, the ingenious and 
the active, restored to a condition for energy and 
enterprise, may happily find means for accumula^ 
tion, to the advantage of their creditors, and the 
subsistence, in comfort, of their families and them- 
selves. Nor will it fail to add one other important 
item to the long catalogue of blessings which spring 
from the fruitful source of happiness, founded in 
the liberal principles of free and equal government. 
Whilst in other governments, regulated by no such 
principles of equality and justice, imprisonment at 
the will of the despot may be enforced; yvbilst 
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one subject may prey upon another, through the 
instrumentality of law, and the extinctioa of his 
liberty ; here let it be our boast, that none can be 
deprived of his liberty but by the judgment of the 
law, upon conviction of crime ; that none can be 
imprisoned by his fellow-citizen for his poverty or 
misfortune ; here let the possessions and effects of 
the debtor be made subject to his debts, but spare 
his p^*son at least, for the solace and the comfort of 
his beggared and impoverished family. 

•* In some of the states of the Union, laws exists 
whereby the unfortunate may be relieved from this 
confinement ; — it is an example worthy of imita- 
tion by this government. Thus a singular pheno- 
menon is presented, that a man imprisoned under 
one jurisdiction, in the same country, may, by 
one code of laws, be liberated from confinement ; 
whilst another, confined in the same prison, under 
another jurisdiction, is denied this privilege, and 
. must continue in hopeless and irremediable seclu- 
sion. To rescue the character of this common- 
wealth from such a stigma, is the object of the 
committee. 

** Aware that great delicacy and difficulty are 
to be encountered in devising such a system as 
would conduce to the complete attainment of this 
desirable object, and at the same time combine 
with it the most ample security to the rights of 
individusds, your committee might be deterred 
fi*om making the attempt, were they not encou- 
raged by the benevolence of the object, and 
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fl^engtfaefned by the persuasion, that any errors 
wUch may spring from the novelty of the trial, 
may in fiitore be corrected by the experience which 
wJU be readily acquired in the progress of the 
experiment. 

** Believing that the remedy heretofore extended 
to the creditor, whereby he has been enabled to 
use this coercion for the recovery of his debts, 
is completely within the control of the national 
legislature to alter and modify as in their discre- 
tion shall seem wise ; and, whilst they endeavour 
to exempt the person of the debtor, they supply 
the most unrestrained control over his effects ; 
they have no scruples to recommend the interfe- 
rence of congress. Nor have your committee been 
iimnindAil of one of the happy consequences which 
may result from this innovation, in the limitation 
of that unbounded credit, which had so exten- 
sively prevailed, to the great injury, and even 
rdtt, of many honest, but imprudent debtors. 
The diminution of this system, so fascinating and 
seductive to many, may prove a real blessing to 
those who so often disregard the strongest dictates 
of prudence and discredon. 

** Upon the whole, whilst your committee at- 
tempt to shield the unfortunate debtor from cruel 
and useless oppression, they propose, in the most 
ample and unrestrained manner, to subject all his 
property to the rights and interests of the creditors. 

** They therefore beg leave to report the follow- 
ing bill: — 
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^' Be it enacted^ Sfc. That from and after the 
passing of this act, imprisonment for debt, on 
process issuing from the courts of the United 
States, be, and the same is, hereby abolished ; 
and, for the further enabling creditors to recover 
their just debts, he it enacted^ that the lands, 
tenements, goods, chattels, rights, and credits of 
every debtor, shall be subject to be seized and 
taken^ on execotion, to satisfy any judgment, 
attacbcDest, decree, or award of execution, ren* 
dered in any of the courts aforessdd. And ija^ 
aapreme court of the United States is hereby 
wthorized and required to prescribe the necw- 
sary forms of all such process and executions, to 
be used in the courts aforesaid, as may be required 
to enable creditors to recover their just debts ia 
every case whatever^ 

''Seac. 2. And he it further enacted, That thi» 
act shall not be construed to repeal any of the 
laws now exbting, which eaable creditors to sue 
for, and recover, thdr debts, (except so fi|r as 
relates to abolishing imprisonment for debt,) but 
^ktdH be construed in aid of, and for the further- 
ance of, the prompt recovery of all just debts and 
demands whatever^" 
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CHAP. VI. 



REVENUE AND RESOURCES OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The revenue of the United States entirely arises 
from duties payable upon the importation of foreign 
goods and produce, and from the sale of public 
land. From these sources, the government is in 
the receipt of about eighteen millions of dollars 
per annum, but the annual expenditure at pre- 
sent does not exceed sixteen millions of dol- 
lars. 

The amount of the public debt of the United 
States is about one hundred millions of dollars, or 
less than twenty-two and a half millions of pounds 
sterling. This, in comparison to the public debt of 
Great Britain, iis indeed trifling, and even to the 
United States it cannot be said to be a debt of any 
consequence. Indeed, in many respects it is thought 
to be advantageous. Where children are Idt in an 
orphan state, it is a secure means of laying out 
their property at interest, the amount of which it 
serves to r^ulate throughout the country ; for 
whatever acts or laws may be passed against 
usury, they will be found ineffectual. With per- 
sons in business, money will be considered as other 
merchandise; if it be entrusted upon doubtful 
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secwity, Ihe tender will alwajs cnde&TOtir tor be 
paid according to his nak. On these and several 
(Am accounts it wotdd be niach better^ in case of 
a'surj^s revenue in the Unitied States^ to eiipend it 
iiL the improT/^ttient of roads, evecttng bridges, 
diMMg marges, making or cuttiag canals, &c. 
Am n paying off lim triftng pablic debt This 
ddbt of the United States has been caused by the 
rerohitioDsrf war, wars with the Indians, sup- 
pressing two or Aoree insurrections^ tba disputes 
wbfa Franeei m ITSft and tTfift, the purchase of 
Lomsiaosa, and the war with Great Britain in 1812^ 
Ih^ 1794, the total wredeemed debt was 70,096,468 
ilotlais. in the year 1800, it amounted to 79,496,890 
(teliftrsr faetweite the years 1790 and 1800, diere 
had been discharged, by the operatiMi of their 
siaidng foond, 8,164,232 dollars, but the govern- 
mesl httd contracted fiiesh debts to the extent ef 
10^786^100 doHars, which ieft the debt as above 
stated. Im I8O61, their debt was redoced to 
7tt,000,000 of daUars; bat it was in that year 
iaiprcased by the purchase of Louisiana. In 1812, 
the debt was only 45,154,480 dollars : the pay- 
ments in redeanption by the sinking fund, from 1801 
to ttiat pesiod^ had anrouated to 46,022,810 dol« 
Im. la 1812, war took plac^ with Great Bri- 
tain,' wbffch cost ^the United Starts government, 
before the treaty of peace, neaity seventy millions 
of dallavs. la 1816, the debt amounted ^to 
123,630,692, but the operatioii of the smkiag fund 
has no(W reduced it to about one hoadred millions. 
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The regular army of the.United States consiBts 
of no more than 8000 men; and for the military' 
and the.ordnance^ the expense is not more than 
five millions of dollars per annum. This is one of 
the most remarkable empires in the world;, it is 
capable of garrisoning.^ coast. of neariy 4000 miles, 
besides having garrisons in the interior of the coun- 
try, with a standing army of only 8000 men! 
Here is a country , sixty times the extent of Irdand, 
and with nearly, double the number of inhal^itanta, 
perfectly tranquil with this. diminutive force, whiqb 
has n^ver yet been called into action to ke^ down 
a starvii^ population! The military^ strength of 
the United/States con«sts. in its militia, amounting 
to.750,P00 freemen, all of whom are attached to 
th^ government. 

, The navy of the.United States is supported at 
an expense. of a little less than two millions and: a 
half of dollars per annum ; and a great part of that 
sum is exf^ended upon the building of new vessels 
of war. . The present navy consists of eleven sail of 
the line, eighteen frigates, betides fifty-three sloops 
of war, and. smaller vessels. They are now build- 
ing, two or three seventy-fours, besides as many 
fiigates. To the lakes they pay particular atten* 
tion ; and any. number of vessels the. British may 
determine/ to have on them, will be met by a cor^' 
re9pondent American force. The . United Statc^, 
as a naval power, is inferior, only to Great Britain, 
although. the policy, of their forming a large navy 
may be questioned, as it may lead them into useless 
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and expensive wars, and involTe them in difficulties 
Mrhich baffle all calculation. And even admitting, 
that in a v?ar with Great Britain or France they 
might, by possessing a large navy, conquer some of 
the West India islands, the advantage of such a 
conquest would be more than doubtful. The soil 
and climate of part of Louisiana, and of Alabama, if 
cultivated for that purpose, could furnish the in- 
habitants of the whole Union with sugar ; and it is 
supposed that Florida wpuld supply them with 
coffee. It is therefore more than probable, that 
the benefits resulting from the acquisition, would 
not compensate for the expense with which the 
preservation of the islands must be attended. The 
expense of the whole civil,, diplomatic, and other 
miscellaneous charges of this government, is about 
one million six hundred thousand dollars per 
annum. 

The expense of maintaining the militia is but 
trifling; and they are supported by the state 
governments, and not by the general one. 

The pension list of this government is not large; 
the money expended in this department, being 
chiefly to support those who served or suffered in 
the revolutionary war. 

The members of the executive branch of govern- 
ment, as also the members of the senate and con- 
gress, receive pay for their services, yet these are 
no great burden to the country. 

The president's salary is twenty-five thousand 
dollars, equal to about five thousand six hundred 
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pooads British money, p&t amnHn. The vice' 
president receive^ five thousand dollars, eqim] to 
eleven hundred and twenty-five pounds sterling ; 
the secretary of the navy four thousand doUars, or 
nine hundred pounds sterling ; and the chief cleric 
two thousand dollars, or four hundred and fiftf 
jfKHinds sterling per annum. 

The trifling sum of sixteen millions of dollars^ 
equal to three millions six hundred thousand pounds 
sterling, is sufficient to pay the interest of tSe debt, 
for the legislative, executive, and judiciary depart*- 
ments, and also to meet the demands of liie army, 
navy/ pensions, and all other expenses of this great 
and powerful republic. It is true, the different 
states have to support their state governments, &e. 
but the expense of this will not exceed more than 
about a sum equal to two shillings and nine^^nce 
sterling for each inhabitant. In the state of New 
York, the governor has a salary of four thousand 
dollars per annum; but there is no other state 
where so. large a salary is allowed to their 
governor; and in some it does not exceed even five 
hundred dollars per annum. 

The mode by which the revenuie of the United 
States is raised, being somewhat precarious, tlm 
annual amount must be subject to fluctuations ; and 
during some years, the receipts tnust suffer a 
decrease, but this wilt be no proof of a real 
diminution of resources in the country. This de-. 
crease will arise from the greater quantity of sugar, 
&c. which will be produced in Louisiana, and fram, 
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Ibe increase of the Ammcan manufactories, &o. 
The amouHt of si^r which will be cultiTated, and 
ektracted from the sogar maple tree, will at no 
dktant period supply the whole inhabitants of the 
United States with that surticle. Florida, likewise^ 
itrSt probably supply ihem with cofiee ; and if this 
diould be the case, the government will not draw 
wy revenne from these two commodities, which ai 
{nresesit are very productive. The cotton and 
woollen mano£actures are, and will continue, in a 
progressive state of improvement, and therefore 
the revenue obtained from imported manufeetured 
articles will gradually diminish. It is probable, 
thefefore, that in «ome y^rs hence, internal tax* 
atibn must be resorted to; but the eaise and small 
i^pense of collecting the duties upon imported 
articles will cause the government to adhere to the 
present system as long as possible. 

To collect internal taxes, nearly one-quarter of 
all that is obtamed, is expended upon remunerate 
ing or paying the tax-gatherer; whereas, in the 
United States, at present, where the imposts are on 
foreign articles, for every one hundred and five 
doUajTs collected, one hqndred find their way 
to the treasury. In Great Britain, I believe, it 
f eqhires one bnndred and twenty . pounds to be 
collated, for the treasury to be ben^ted one 
hundred. It «s a remarkable feet, that the whole 
taxation of the genial and state governments of* 
the United jStates, is not at present more than what 
is. expended for the collection of the taxes in Great 
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Britain, including parish and all other impostis. 
If, however, in the progress of events, it should 
occur, that the present sources of revenue should 
become unproductive, the Americans will still be 
able to resort to the same objects of taxation as 
yield in Great Britain such a plentiful harvest 
They have dwellings, lights, carriages, distilleries, 
legacies, &c. by which articles they may raise any 
revenue their occasions may require. The finances 
are at present in a flourishing condition, there 
being always a sum due to the government, more 
than equal to the annual expenditure ; this arises 
from the amount due for duties upon imported 
articles, and for claims upon the purchasers of 
land. At the present, there is owing to the 
government by the merchants, for duties thus 
specified, about seventeen millions. of dollars;' and 
for purchases of land, about ten millions more. 
Hence it is obvious, that the government could im- 
mediately liquidate the whole of the public debt, if 
they were desirous of so doing. 

The resources which could be drawn from an 
active, vigorous, and enterprising population of ten 
millions of inhabitants, possessing a fixed prop^y 
of more than four thousand millions of dollars; and 
a personal property of about two millions and a half 
more, can scarcely be estimated. Besides this pro- 
perty possessed by individuals, government, and the 
different states, possess milliohs of acres of land ; 
the whole of which property is continually increasing 
in value. Jefierson calculates that twenty years 
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doubles the value. He ascribes it to the natural 
increase of slaves, and the rapid extension of 
(^ture, &c. ; but there is another cause, which he 
has not mentioned, and which has a considerable 
eflfect in enhancing the value of property in the 
United States ; this is, the influx of emigrants ; for 
these are now no longer confined to that class of 
|>ersons who took only their hands to labour, but 
many wealthy individuals with families now resovt 
ta tbe United States. The increasing or fluctuating 
W80UKM of this country is a - subject upon 
which a vfriter can expatiate with real pleasure, 
especiaMy when he is assured, that the revenue 
raised, instead of being wasted in prodigality, is 
^employed to promote the security and happiness of 
the people. 

Thdr army is well organized, and discipline is 
stifictly maintained. The same may be said of tbe 
Amerioan navy. Their vessdis of war are larger, 
/and in weight of nietal heavier, than the British of 
the same reputed force. An American seventy*- 
four is* equal to a British ninety-eight-gun ship. 
Thefar fr^ates are much larger than the British. 
Ail their vessels are kept uncommonly clean, and 
every tfaiag^ is in the most exact order; and to 
leader both officers and men expert, they are 
contmucdly finug at marks. Besides their vessels 
0f war, theire is a lai^e steam-ship, or floating 
ateam*battery, at New York, the deck of which is 
fully as large as that of a seventy-four, and it is 
considered so strong that no shot would injure it. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



ADVICE TO EMIORANTS. 



TflE twrent of em^ratioa from Europe has for 
linearly forty years ran ia an unexampled msmer 
towards the United States of North America^ 
This infaat and rising empire has receired aaid 
nourifidied a part of the inhabitants of every, coaa*^ 
try in the old irorld. The tide of emigratiim at 
present in a great measure has ceased to iiow; 
but vast numbers yet fixing their longing eyts 
upon this '' land of promise/' hare ireaolyed at 
aU hazards to go aatd reside in this transatbialic 
heowphere. Before any persons determine to 
emignte, they ought serioualy to reflect opon tke 
measure. To leave country^ Mends, and rslations» 
and fix their residence in a distant landt where the 
habits and the feelings of the people ane so 
differentt where there are none to nyoice im their 
' .prosperity^ and where the voice of sympathy or 
condolence will not be heard in their affiictioMi 
are cirtm^astances whidi shoidd be suflteient to 
cause every one duly to weigh the advantages or 
disadvantages of removal. When to. this acre addad» 
the extremes of the climate of the United States* 
which are so disa^eeable to Englishmen; — the 
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expeaise and trouble of a voyage across the AU 
lantic ; — and the risk <rf not succeeding in America : 
these, and many more reasons, demand a pause 
from all, bdfore they take such an.unportaiit step as 
to renEiove a fiimily to this distant region* 

Those who are in affluence in England, liring 
npon the income or interest ^ their property, ought 
by no means to entertain the idea of emigrating 
thither* In the large cities of the United States^ 
the ^K^ense of maititaining and educating a family 
.Mrill be litlle less than in Great Britain. Although 
Uneite are no internal taxes to the general govern** 
ment, and the taxes to the state government will 
not eiteeed otie^xteenth of the rental of the 
dwelling; and sil though bntcher's-meat» fish, vege* 
taUes, ^ibe, spiritiiouls liquors, &c. are cheaper 
than in Ebgland; yet bciuse rent, ftiel, servants' 
m^f!e»9 and clothing, ^wiU nearly make up the 
difference. In the small towns and . viUi^es of that 
coontry, H fJEunily can be supported at 6ne-thkd 
less exjpense than in the large cities ; but a family 
rending in some vfllages in Englatnd, living in a 
can&l and irogal manner, would be much more 
comfortable than they possibly coidd be. in the 
United States, and the expense would, not be 
muck greater. That degree of fre^om which the 
servants and lower orders assume in America, m 
reaUy disagreeable to thbse who have not! been 
accustmned to it We may speak in favour of 
equdity^ but the fact is, that neariy all who 
adfocieU^ this doctrine ** wish to reduce every one 
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to the equality of themselves;' bi»t they by ae 
means wish to raise those who are below or 
beneath them to their own level/' 

Another description of persons will find great 
difficulty in succeeding ; these are, sohocdmastersl 
clerks, attorneys, &c. Education being v^ y ielisily 
attained in the Eastern New England States, tirate 
are always many Ammcans of these descriptions 
wanting employment. 

Another class of individuals ought to be very 
cautious before they embark for the United States; 
these are weavers, cotton-spinners, and workk^ 
manufacturers. The manufactures of America ave 
yet in their infancy, and those workmen who caA 
procure employment obtain good wages; but I 
have met with many, who, having travelled in vain 
from Massachusetts to Maryland, and from thence 
to the Western Country, in quest of anployment; 
have expended what little they had saved in Bri^ 
taia, and have actually experienced great distress ; 
Hot having been accustomed to agricultural work» 
they were wholly unfit for it : unless this descrip* 
tion of person's can obtfdn a certain or poisitive 
engagement, I would by no means advise &em to 
eihigrate. t 

The lower class of labourers will obtain emplojr* 
nient during the harvest mcmths:; but in winter it 
will be difficult to find work. In New York» 
Philadelphia, and Baltimore, during the winter, the 
labourers are often reduced to great wretchedness : 
fuel is frequently enormously high ; and thOse who 
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imve been in a contitry where the thermometer is 
soocietiines several d^:rees below zero, or the 
freezing point, will be able to form an opinion of 
the snfieringB of a family withont fire, and with but 
little clothing. 

Mwchants, tradesmen, shopkeepers, and ma- 
nafactorers, might probably succeed, and I refer to 
the chapter upon Commerce' and Manufactures for 
the ground of my opinion ; yet even in these depart* 
ments there is a great risk for strangers, as they 
h^ve to seek for connections, and to become ac* 
ijomnted with the mode of transacting business; 
and pei'haps by the time they have acquired such 
knowledge, and obtained such connections, their 
resources are exhausted. 

For the wealthy farmer, I do not believe that at 
present there are any inducements to emigrate, 
4^ price of all agricultural productions being so 
low. But the Ismail farma*, who has resided near a 
town, who has a family, and has been accustomed 
to raise poultry and vegetaUes, aiid who under- 
stands well the management of milch cows, might 
succeed near any of the large cities in the United 
States; but such an one ought to take about five 
hundred pounds with him, to enable him to pur^ 
ohase and stock a small, farm. 

Industrious labouring mechanics, tattors, shoe* 
makers, joiners, blacksmiths, &€. will find employ- 
ment throughout the Union. I would, however, 
advise them, upon landing at the large sea^port 
towns or cities, not to remain tbefe expending what 
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iitde ttoa^ ikey giosaoM, bi:^ taleavQimiiiediaM^ 
lor some small towti or Tillage. If they lattd at 
New Yoirk, ia the ^eftem paift of that «tate, Aey 
wi as likely to meet with employanMit as in asy 
part of the United States. If they should arrivsa 
at New Orleans in November or Decembi^, they 
might remain there until June or July, and it u 
probable tbey will obtain work at faigk wages^ 
about two deUars per day; and, the femalee^ hf 
sewii^ or washing, may make nei»*ly w ranch. Who« 
ever goes thitiier should Jdot remain there during 4ba 
sickly months. By means of the numerous steam*^ 
boats, they can go to a more healthy sitiiatton, aad 
fix upon some place as a permanent settlements 

I ba?e met with some mechanics, who have been 
much dissatisfied, and have deplored the circum^ 
stance oi thekr quitting England ; others, on the 
contrary, have expressed themsdives in a difierent 
manner* One blacksmith, in a small town in one 
of the Eastern States, informed me, that by work- 
ing only ficHir hours in tbe day^ he, could maintani 
lumself and family very comfortably. ' A tailor,- ik 
a town in New J^-sey, with whom L had a con^ 
versation rdative to his returning to Bnglaadj 
spol^e as follows: ^^ I should indeed be footiskto 
think of returning. Here I can obtain work at -a 
price at teast one-third higher than in England ; 
d)ere it was with great dificalty X CMdd get eaiN 
ploym^it. Certainly, the dimate and many otbev 
thiqgs are disagreeable, }>nt that corroding anxiety 
of not knowing wh^heri could maintain raysdf> is 
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nmoved; avd^Uiis more fkaii roednifiieiises me for 
ieoniiB^ hUber." Thm man had ^vlured gteat <K8w 
tress in En^a&d; but in the United Staies, hei. 
usith fire fim^Ies^wlicim'he k^pt at woric, (young; 
ladies, as d^y are i^re c^ed,) had full employ-* 
»ent. . ' ' 

In Neir Yoric:,, cai the confraiy, I have met wilb 
some mecbaiiics, wko stated, that the high price of 
tftel and houae-rent made tiiek sitaafion no heftei! 
with the wages of one dollar and a half per day^ 
tbffia wbi^ it was mIi England. For two eomfbrt- 
aMe rocons, in the large- cities or towns, Abe rent 
wonld be nearly fifteen pounds !&i^ish money pet 
annum. Whai good Liveipool coals are sold in 
the city of New York at thirteen dollars the 
dbaldmn, it is considaed as cheap a fuel as eai^ 
he there consumed* This will .gire a. tolerably 
aoeurate idea of the expense of feel in the Ui^ei" 
mtiea, , •■■> 

Mr. Ifokbeck, in his letters from IlUnOis/ 
has given a highly flattering del^eriptfon of th6 
Western Gbuntiry . He has pnbl^hed several stated 
wcQlts, to p^O've the adviueitage of Woddag a hitm 
there. In these calculations, he has valued Indian 
cam M maifie, which is the chief product there, at 
ive dk^hurs t^e barrel: but what has been thd 
price ia 1831 ? not even one-half, and consequently 
all his calculations are of no account Imyaofib 
eam^ and also wheat, sold at New Orleans ist the 
spmg of 182^1, at the low price of 25 cents, or 
ISfit. EfigUsb^ the Winchester bushel. 
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Those who had distilled it into whiskey were 
not benefited ; for whiskey was then disposed of 
at from 16 to 20 cents, or equal tb from 6^. 
to lldf. English, the gallon; the strength waiy 
what, would be termed^ in England, 30 per cent, 
below proof. Some of the farmers in the Western 
States, in the year 1820^ and 1881, did not coiK^eive 
com of sufficient value to reap it ; they therefore 
had permitted their cattle to go into the fields, and 
feed upon it there. 

To give some idea of the disadvantages which 
the Western Country at present holds out for farm- 
ing, I will mention an instance of a person, an 
Irishman, who went from New York to the State 
of Indiana. By dint of labour and care this per- 
son had previously saved at New York about six- 
thousand dollars. His wife and his wife's sister 
(for he had no children) accompanied him to In- 
diana ; there he purchased a quantity of land, for 
which he paid neady three thousand debars. 
Agricultural implements, fencing or railing, seed, 
buildings, furniture, and expense of living, in two 
years completely exhausted the remaining three 
thousand dollars. The product sold for a mere 
trifle. He brought it to New Orleans in a flat- 
bottomed boat, which cost one hundred and 
twenty dollars; and when he arrived there, h6 
disposed of his Indian corn at a quarter of a dollar 
a bushel ; .his pork he sold at about equal to one 
penny English, the pound ; and for his boat he was 
glad to get ten dollars. I will leave any one to 
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iiidge.what sum he had left. Provoked at his bad 
su^ces8» he. determined , to give . up his farming 
parsuits, and open ^ shop or store at New Orleans, 
v?hich he soon i accomplished. On. his farming 
expedition, his. remarks were — ** I have now been 
for two years workings like a horse; I have 1280 
acres of. Ibnd, a house, bams, &c..upon all which I 
Ij^ftve expended 6000 dollars ; were I to. offer it for 
^ale at present, ai^d in^dst upon c^sh, I could not 
obtain one, thousand dollars for the whole." He 
^d^ed, that durmg the last, year, he had seldom a 
dollar in his pockety ibr he had nothing to offer for. 
sjale, but articles with, which all his neighbours 
were, already i overstocked. His wife . also was 
eso^tiiwially, complaining of, being buried in a 
wilderness. 

, . A person, a few years ago arrived at New 
Qr^^ns, and obtained goods on credit, which he 
top3c.to.St. JLoyais: there he purchased a tract of 
l^d ;..b]at bia creditors compelled him to give them 
the greater piart; however, he contrived to retain^ 
above one thousand acres. At New Orleans, he 
^as taken ill in the month of May, 1821; he then 
offered. his land as. security for the loan of only b, 
few hundred dollars ; but no one would lend upon 
the property : he died without a dollar in his 
pocket, and was buried at the expense of the 

city- » 

Jn one of the Southern States, 1 met with a 
gfflitleman who bad inherited a tract of land in 
qne of the Western. provinces. He described it 
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as beiii^ of good quality; at one time, whea lie 
was absent from the country, the whole was scM 
for about one himdred dollars, to pay the state 
taxes ; upon his return, be paid the purchaser the 
amount he gave, with 10 per cent, interest, agree- 
ably to the law, and recoyered his land; He wa» 
again absent, and i^aln the land was sold for the 
state taxes: he then endeavoured to dispose c€ ky 
but could not find a purchaser; he th^^fore was 
satisfied to let the person who bought it at the 
second sale retain it* I was acquainted with- 
several who were possessed of large tracts o<f land, 
virho could not cofna^and one hundred doUars. I- 
mention this circnrastanee, in order that enugrairiiir 
may be cautious before they puvc^se l^nd in the 
United States. 

But notwithstanding these disasters^ matiy' per* 
sons have succeeded in the state of Alabama, and 
in all the Western States, in an astonishing manner^^ 
A poor industrious ftmoly, that have the meatis ol 
purchasing or contracting for 160 acres of land, 
(and for this purpose a very few dollars are 
sufficient,) may go into the woods, and begin their 
work. If there be any neigfabours^ these will come 
and assist them to erect a \6g houscr which they, 
accomplish in the following very simple manncpr : — > 
Having selected some trees of a propcar size. 
they are cut down, and divided into suitabfe 
lengths. About a yard from each end of these 
logs they cut holes or grooves, through which tbey 
introdace another tree, that bad been previous^ 
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praparad for the parpoee. This roi^b £nHne-*irork 
18 thed festened, by large wooden pins or wedges^ 
in such a manner that the end of one side rests 
alternately on that of the other. The iata*stices are 
then filled up with clay or earth, unleBs it be in a 
mtnation where lime can be procured , which 
under these circumstances is always preferred. In 
the section of thes^ houses, the experienced hands 
will proceed with considerable expedition. A 
single man can cut down from twenty to twenty* 
four teees iu a day, aiid prepare them for use. 
fieoc^, five or six men will erect a comfortable log- 
house in four or five days. 

In addition to this assistance in building, it is 
not improbable that their friendly neighbours will 
furnish the new Aunily with some part of their live 
stock;. One will give poultry, another a hog, and 
a third a calf, for each of which the woods will 
furnish an ample supply of food* For the calf 
there is wild gra^, and a sort of cane, while the 
hiog will find no want of nuts and acoms, and the 
fowls will partially draw their sustenance from the 
log-house. From these sources the family will soon 
be able to jObtain eggs, pork, and milk; while, on all 
occasions, deer, wild turkey, and other game, can 
easily be obtained, and, in some situations, an 
|ibundai¥:e offish. Hence it is evident^ that t)%<^ 
is no danger of acttial want. 

To procure clewing, the female part of the 
family must spin ; and the niale part, by clearing 
the tand^ will soon produce corn, vegetables, &c. 
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From such slender begiimiiigs as these, only alieiv 
years since, many families are now in comfortable 
circumstances, every year adding a number of acres 
to their farms. 

It is obvious, however, that whilst produce is 
so low, they must look only for a maintenance. 
Nor must it be forgotten, that such a situation is 
very unhealthy : fever and ague, and various bilious 
complaints, are common, in consequence of their 
habitations being surrounded by putrifying vegetable 
matter. Hence, I think, there are very few in Eng- 
land, in comfortable circumstances, who will envy 
this sort of life. 

To farmers who are positively determined to 
emigrate to the United States, and who are 
possessed of property, I certainly would recom- 
mend some of the older states, in order that they 
may obtain a tolerably good price for thdr pro- 
duce. Let them, however, bear in mind, that if 
they have farms of good land, where all around is 
equally good, produce, like every thing which is 
plentiful, must be sold low. If they go to a back 
settlement, the female part of the family will be 
dissatisfied, and there certainly vnll not be 
much domestic comfort when that is the case. 
In the course of my observations in America, 
I have found that almost one half of the emigrant 
families were thus circumstanced. The climate, the 
inhabitants, and other causes, have led to this dis- 
satisfaction. 

I once met, in a small country town, with a 
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gentleman from Birmingham ; he was one who had 
been an ultra-radical, and who Viewed all the rulers 
in his native country as a set of tyrants. It was 
on a Sunday, whai Fahrenheit's thermometer in the 
shade was as high as 96, and not a breath of air 
was stirring. The heat at this time was so oppress 
sire, that the Birmingham gentleman began to 
weep ; observing, ** that the tyrants of rulers in his 
own country could be more easily borne than such 
tyrannical weather." 

The English farmer and mechanic find them 
selves very differently situated in the United 
States to what they were in England. In the 
taverns they meet with totally different persons from 
those with whom they associated in their native 
country. 1 once was present when an English* 
man at a tavern was endeavouring to amuise the 
company by singing. He held a glass of Yankee 
rum-and-water in his hand, and was singing ** Dear 
Tom, this brown jug, — which now foams with mild 
fde."' When he had concluded, an American, in a 
tlry'and quaint manner, said, ^^ I guess you like rum 
better than beer." - This revived John Bull's feel- 
ings. He recollected the praise which he had 
received in his own country for this song, and the 
good ale he had drunk there. Under highly 
irritated feelings, he rose, cursing the whiskey, the 
^pple brandy, the Yankee rum, and the sour ale, 
and the whole country. Such circumstances as 
these are, and ever will remain, constant subjects 
Of irrit^ition. The Englishman, s^ter meeting with 
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such incidents, returns to bis femily, yentmg his 
spleen against the dimate, the people, the cwmtry, 
m short, against every thing American* If he have 
any female, it is probable then: feelings will be in 
unison; and thus they will be discontented, until 
by marriages amongst the n^yes, and the lapse of 
time, they forget Great Britain. 

The man of education, likewise, will feel his 
situation uncomfortable, if he reside in a back 
settlement. There will be none with whom to 
associs^, and his remarks will often be laughed at. 
His only resource will be books ; these are agree* 
sant companions; and it is often ddightM for a 
literary character to indulge, alone, in reading and 
meditation: but if there be none to whom he 
can communicate the knowledge he has acquired 
from books, and the speculations in which he has 
iiidulged, he will lose the zest or relish for scientific 
pursuits* 

There is another cause which renders the 
United St^es disagreeable ; this is, the innumer- 
able quantity of gnats, flies, and moschetoes. The 
moscheto is a little venomous insect, the bite of which 
produces in some persons inflammation, and even 
a festering. There are also myriads of little sand- 
flies in some of the SouUiem States, which are ex- 
tremely tormenting. In the swamps, there is a large 
fly with a green head, which flies with great rapidity 
and force; and from whatever animal it fiastens on» 
it draws a quantity of blood. In some of the 
Western States, horses have been destroyed by 
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these flies in twenty-four houirs. There is also a 
black spider, from the bite of which 1 have wit-^ 
nessed very dangerous wounds. 

Upon the arriTal of an emigrant in the United 
States, if he intend to become a citizen of the 
republic, it is necessary he should declare his 
intention five years previously to his admission; 
The first step for this purpose is, to have his name 
entered at the proper office. At or before the 
expiration of two years from such entry, he must 
take an oath, renouncing allegiance to all sove-' 
reigns, &c. ; and after the lapse of five years from 
bis arrival, he must take an oath to support the 
government of the United States : this being done, 
he becomes a citizen. 

An emigrant cannot be too much on his guard 
before he involves his property by purchasing land. 
For one person who wishes to buy land in the 
United States, there are a thousand who are de- 
sirous to sell. In all the large sea-port cities, 
there are societies, whose object is to give informa- 
tion to emigrants : application may be made to one 
or more of these societies ; but especially let the 
speculatist apply to some respectable individual for 
information. Liet no one purchase any land with^ 
out examining it; and, if possible, let him get the 
advice of some good practical farmer, who has long 
cultivated land in the neighbourhood of the spot he 
tl^inks of purchasing: the opinion of such an one 
would be of great benefit. 1 would also caution 
every person against purchasing a farm, unless it 
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bad a neter-failing brook or stream of water in, or 
rxinning through, the land : for in a country like the 
United States, where the dry weather in summer 
continues so long, it is of great importance to have 
a supply of water for the cattje, &c, 

Birkbeck advises new comers to '' head the tide 
of emigration," that is, to go far west to some of the 
new states. 1 by no means give that advice. There 
are many farms in the old-settled states, well situ- 
ated, with good houses, baras, and a quantity of 
cleared land, which, although it may not be v^y 
productive in its present condition, with labour and 
manure might be easily restored : much less labour 
would also be required than to clear forest land, 
for which work Europeans are by no means calcu- 
lated. The Yankees, or people from the Eastern 
States, will clear as much in one day as aa^ 
European in three. 

Some of the Americans are of a very roving 
disposition, moving from the Eastern States to thi^ 
Ohio ; there they purchase farms, and erect houses, 
and bams, clear a quantity of land, and plant peac& 
and apple orchards. If a purchaser offers, they 
will dispose of this, and move to some other state^ 
and do the same ; and thus they will continue to 
move until they are obstructed by the shores of 
the Pacific Ocean. It is better for an European to 
give ten or fifteen dollars an acre for land, where 
there .is a house and other buildings erected, 
and a quantity of cleared land, than to give half 
a dollar an acre for forest l^nd, where he 
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wouM hare to erect a log-house, &c. to cat down 
tiees, make £mces» and ^oicoiinter afl other dif-* 
ficulties, which would require years of hard labour 
to overcome^ 

I would likewke advise all em^rants in the 
United States, to appear to be cont^at, when they 
are trarelling in the couptry, especially at the inns. 
list tiiem ask for what they want, as if a fovour 
were to be granted, and by no m^tns use any word 
to the waiters which, implies their inferiority ; this 
must be particularly attended to, if the attendant 
be a white person. Many who have acted other- 
wise have been insulted* At several of these 
country inns, the landlord is a man of the first con* 
sequence in the place,— a msgor, or colonel of 
militia^ or a justice, whom they term a 'squire; and 
frequCTitly the daughters of the landlord attend 
upon the visitors. 

I would advise all radicals, or those who have 
kit England from bdng discontented with the 
government, not to utter their complaints to the 
Anericans; they may hear with patience, but th^t 
if the utmost which can be expected. 1 was once 
present when a shoemaker was in company, who 
bad only arrived two days previously in America. 
Gris|mi, by his own account, had been a radical; 
a»d, no doubt, be thought, that to repair what he 
e^msidered worn-out coni^tutions, would be as 
easy a task as to mend old shoes. He had attended 
the radical . meetings in his native land, for the 
purpose of benefiting the country by his sage 
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C0ineil8^«afld kad wrt hemt backward m atteuiptuiif 
to makeGoairerta kk tkerfflage to jtiMndicalofiiiiicni^ 
Thfi parBMi of ^bm pansl^ aad the cbiticb^i^vafdeaai^ 
being perfectly satisfied with the constkatiaft as il 
existed both ia church and state, admmiished 
Criiq[)i]i» telling him to* nmul his. W0rk> ^omI kt 
oth^a more ftt, mimA static affiws ; hot he spnened 
at the advice : amd what wa9 tke coaseqpMiieel 
Th^ parsea and dbsiivd»^wardflna sent for anotiier 
shoetaakar ; mA as tfaece was noi asafficmt nomK 
ber of fa4icate in the puiali to support the fomer^ 
he detetiaiaed to dafl t» ti%e knd of frecxkaa. Tlw 
wmL was ittwe than half aft hoar teUing his wae^ 
fill tale; but iofite^ of conmneratioii from the) 
CQDa|MA7» one of thMi, a Yai^ee, said, <' It was a: 
good job fot the other cobbler.'' Whea anjr 
mdicals arrive ia the Umted States^ I would 
advise them to say nothing relative to their opi- 
nioos or Gomq^nits : if th^ addreser theaiselves to 
some of the Amesieaas, they tluDk tb«e is. littk: 
cause for complaint ; if to others, tiiey. fear k. is 
some new caa^^ate far offiice, — and to tke mmu^ 
ber of place-hmktera there certaiii^y wants ma 
addition. 

§ome perSKms^ whea they ans-Lve ia America, 
prete^ad to despise every thiag tiiere; £ish^ v^gc^ 
tables, bQef, poultry* &c. nolliiag is fit to eat^ 
This is cert£^ly ridiculous; th^ vegetahlea m»> 
fiUly equal to those of Eaglaadv and of &Bk tkmf^ 
have abuadaiQce^ seane of whtchi wre eqaaUy ex^» 
cellent. Shad, ia season, is a fish safficien% vich 
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to miMif uny epicott «iid a;i all mmom tbey batv 
pkaty that am fine and wdl flairoured. Moftofi- 
abei veal are^inferior to tbese wtides in EA^and ; 
kit pmk, bamsy poullry, aod beef, am eqoalj 
With raipect to frmt,^ th« peaefa and the apple 
aie svpefior to what we faa?e in England, besides 
a variety of oatts of melon, which we extremely 
pteanant in the heat of stantfer, 

lliose who latend tOi emigrate to the Western 
IStetea wmy evbark for either New ¥ork, Phi-^ 
ladelphia, Baltimore^ or New Otieenw. For those 
whbf amve at Aa former cities, there will be about 
tiime biindied mttes of lancMn^eUhig fo Fiits^' 
bmrg. If tiiere be m famiiy,the best mode wift' 
be to par^hatse a colored waggon, which will cost 
40 to O&doUai^ and take a few common cooking 
uteasite withr thttm^: the bovse will cost rather 
mwe tium ^be waggon* Upon the road they win 
be aMie to^ purchase ponjAvy &c. It mU take nearly 
30 days travelling, with a waggon and one horse, ta 
snrive at Pittsbarg, whei'e the waggOB and horse 
may be sold. 

If there* be only one or two persons^ the best and* 
cheapest mode win be to take the stage from Fbi-^ 
ladelphia, &c. Arrived at Pittsburg, the famSy 
or party nmst ei&ec purchase a skiff to descend the 
OM^, or it is probable they may be able to agree* 
wtdi some person with a keel boat, to transport' 
them to- the plaee they design next to visit A' 
sfcaff would c^t from six fa eight dollars. * 

If a fhmily arrive at New Orleans, I wouM' 
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advise them immediatdy to engage a passage is 
some of the rteam-boats ; and although they may 
not be able inimediately to leave the city, yet they 
will be comfortably accommodated with board and 
lodgmg, and also have elegant i^mrtments on 
board these boats. The expense of going to the 
Western Country by this mode will be a little, 
increased, but it certainly will be more (ribasant 
tiian land travelling. For those who are satisfied 
to go as deck passengers m these steam-boats, 
the amount will be very trifling. 

I should suppose there are very few Englisb 
persons who would wish to fix their abode either in a 
dave-holding state, or in the moate nordiem stalss, 
where they would have five months' winter. The 
Southern States, as a permanent resid^ice, even if 
slavery were not admitted, are not without their, 
evils ; the heat and insalubrity of the climate bemg 
sufficient to deter any European from fixing there. 
In New Yorlc, and one or two other states, a 
foragner cannot hdd land ; therrfore, if these be 
fixed upon, the emigrant must purchase in some, 
other name, or obtain an act Of the state l^g^la* 
lature ; which, however, would not be attended with, 
any great expense. 

. The tide of emigration, at pres^it, is to Ala- 
bama, Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, and Florida, all 
of which, exciting Illinois and Indiana, admit of 
slavery; thwefore, if an emigrant abandon the 
old states, either these or Ohio are likely to be 
selected. I have already given my opkaoo, that 
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a farm with 9ome cleared land, and a house and- 
bam already erected, would be most advisable 
for an European, and this can be obtained in any 
state of the Unbn. If the emigrant should de- 
termine otherwise, perhaps prairie, or open land, 
would be better than wood land; but in this case/ 
tbe prairie land should be near a wood, and a cer- 
tain number of acres of wood land should be in- 
daded in the purchase, in order that the farmer 
may have fire- wood and fencing, and be able to 
build a house, bam, &c. A log-cabin would not 
cost more dian from forty to fifty dollars : a log- 
bam, with convenience for horses, cs^tle, &c. about 
one hundred dollars. A frame-house will cost 
fi'om foor to five hundred doUara. 

The cultivating of wood land is tedious: the 
first year is consumed in erecting a log-house, 
in girdling a number of the trees, which consists in 
the taking off a circle of the bark, to destroy vege- 
tation, and admit light and heat to the soil; in 
grabbing or taking up the small trees or shrubs ; 
l^en ploughing (or harrowing, if it won't admit of 
the plough,) and sowing for a slight crop. Many 
of the forests, however, in America are entirely fireei 
from underwood. 

Some persons cut dov^n the 'trees at first, and 
thus dear the land. The mode which must be 
pursued will entirely depend upon the number or 
strength of hands the settler has to do his work« 
Tbe trees are generally cut about three feet from 
the ground. In the Eastern States, they are after- 
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wards ten years befbre they completely decay; 
in the Middle, Western, and Southern, only dgbt 
years* For the first two or three years after they 
are cut down, they require constant attention, to 
cut the young shoots or branches which are spring- 
ing up. It is impossible to get up the roots of the 
trees, unless at an expense totally disproportionate 
to the benefit. When a number of trees are cut 
down, a fence is made ; this is generally done by 
laying the trees, about five or six in height, in a zig- 
zag manner, or something Hke the form of the letter 
V or W. In all the Eastern States there is a great 
quantity of stony land ; they may frequently make 
fences of part, but some are too large to be re- 
moved ; in this case, a hole is dug, and the stone 
covered with earth; this of course is only in an 
old-settled farm. 

Birkbeck advises the taking over workmen. If 
you should do so, and go to the back settlements, 
you must fix upon such as you are willing to asso- 
ciate with ; for both male and female servants, or, 
as they are there called, "helps," must eat and 
drink with the family, in the country places of the 
United States. 

A gentleman of my acquaintance to6k with him, 
on his journey to the Western Country, a servant- 
man who had long attended upon him in England. 
Two days after he had left Philadelphia, his boots 
were not cleaned. The master asked the treason: 
the answer was, " It was negroes' work to clean 
boots." This was obliged to be passed over. 
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Piimer-tiipe wriyed; whcaa, iwt^ of ^oJb^ plaqing 
himself behind his ina6)bw's chairs be took a <rhair» 
and seated himself at tdhle beside him. The mu9tet 
was angry; bttt John told him h^ wa^ in a land of 
liberty and equality^ — ^nd the m9»t^ was oUlged 
to submit. 

New settlers should eqgage workmen in Ainie* 
rica; for the Aai«ic;ans, being mofe accustomei to 
the work they wa^t to have performed, will be nmch 
better than Europe^is. The price of workmen or 
labout^ns in the Western Country, is one dollar per 
day ; but some persons agree to g^?e the valae of 
. labour^ in whetM; or Iitdiim com* Provisions are 
now very cheap throaghont the whole of thf 
Western States. Flour, 2| to 3 dollars a barrel; 
bee^ veal, mutton, and pork, Id.: to dd. per lb« ; 
fowls, 4d to 6& a piece; ducks, 6^<» io 9d.i a 
goose, U. 6d. to is. Bd.; turkeys, 1^. 6d. to 2s. 
Groceries are much higher than at New York, — 
about , one-third more. This is the case with aJfl 
sorts of wo(dl0n, Unea, and cotton goods. Horses 
and cattle are also chei^ in the Western Country. 
A good cow may be bought for tiBn or twelve dolr 
lars, and a hog for two to three dollara^ Qc^e$ 
diffisr so much according to i^e or appeamnee, 
t]»t it is difficult to state tibe prke ; but a horse 
fit for farming wcNrk may be bought for about 
forty doUars. 

In fixing upon a place, if it be wood land you 
intend to clear, it is considered that the best soil 
produces in general trees cdT the following sorts; 
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locmt,* cherry, walnut, etm, sugar laaple, beecb, 
ash, satiB-wood and papaa: — middle-rate lands; 
oaks, biccory, dog-wood, and beech : — ^indiflferent 
soil ; black and red oaks, green, &c. : — the worst 
lands ; black-jack oak, fir or pines, &c. 

Those who determine to go to the Western 
States should take pins, needles, sewing-cotton, 
and all those small useful articles in a family, for 
perhaps they may be situated ten or twenty miles 
from a store, or shop. They should also take care to 
have a small chest of useful and common medicines. 
If they could make choice of a place where a few of 
their own countrymen had settled, it would be 
found particularly pleasant. These will be more 
willing to communicate their knowledge, and be 
ready to assist ; they will ' also render those little 
attentions whidi are found peculiarly agreeable. 
I can assure the emigrant, that his reception 
amongst the natiye Americans will not be very 
flattering. 

Before I conclude this chapter, let me advise 
all emigrants to beware lest they become drunk- 
ards in the United States. In the heat of summer, 
it is absolutely necessary to drink plentifully ; and 
water alone is injurious. Spirits are cheap : hence 
persons accustom themselves to drink spirits ; and 
before they are aware, they have inbibed the 
dreadful and deadly habit of drinking spirits to 
excess. 

The calculations formed, and the estimates 
given, in the preceding chapter, were made just 
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prior to the month of May, in the year 1821, when 
the author quitted the United States. Since that 
period, the prices of nearly all sorts of agricultural 
produce have advanced from 20 to 30 per cent 
on which account there is much greater encourage- 
ment to settlers than formerly. 
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CHAP. VIII. 



PRICE OF LAND, — POPULATION, &C. 

There is always a great quantity of land on sale 
in the United States, belonging to the government, 
at the fixed price of one dollar and a half per acre. 
Formerly it was sold on credit, at two dollars per 
acre ; one-fourth to be paid at the time of con- 
tracting for it, and the remainder in equal annual 
instalments, at the end of one, two, three, four, and 
the last in five years. Within the last and pre- 
vious year, in consequence of flour and other 
articles having sold so low, fanners who had pur- 
chased land, and cultivated a part, under an idea 
that the sale of the product would enable them to 
fulfil their engagements with the government, have 
been disappointed. Land speculators also have 
been unable to procure purchasers; and the govern- 
ment has been obliged to take back many thousand 
acres of land, for which farmers and speculators 
had contracted. At present, land can be pur- 
chased at less than the government price, although 
that appears so trifling. Some having purchased, 
who are now unable to pay their instalments, would 
gladly dispose of a part, in order that they may be 
able to retain the remainder. Others have bought 
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land, and settled upon it ; but not finding agricultural 
pursuits to answer their expectations, they would 
willingly sell it for less than tbey have contracted 
to pay. The foregoing remarks apply to the back 
settlements, and chiefly to the Western Country. 

There are, likewise, sales of land constantly 
taking place for the state taxes ; but the purchaser 
must take the risk of the former owner re-paying 
the amount of the purchase with 10 per cent, in- 
terest. If he should do so within two years after 
the sale by the state government, he can obtain 
the restoration ; if not, the title is gone to the pur- 
chaser at such sale. In many instances, very 
valuable tracts of land have been obtained in this 
manner fbr a mere trifle. 

During, and after the revolution, there were 
many of what are termed Squatters ; that is, per- 
sons who took possession of land without any 
right or title: others having discovered this cir- 
cumstance, and purchasing the right from the 
real owners, who perhaps did not know they 
posseped the property, have thus obtained very 
valinijl^ tracts^f land for a tenth of its worth. 
When the Amwican revolution broke out, many 
English families returned to Great Britain ; Jind 
supposing their land of little or no value, they 
never concerned themselves about it. But in the 
course of time, consideriable tracts became valuable 
from being situated near an increasing town, and 
also, perhaps, from the labour of squatters, who 
had taken possession and cleared it. Under these 
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circumstances, persons have bought the right or 
title from the descendants of the British, and have 
acquired a valuable property. 

With respect to the price of land, it is difficult 
to say what that is, in a country so extensive 
and divei;sified as the United States. For the 
land in the possession of government, the price 
is fixed ; but for what private individuals possess^ 
the price depends upon various incidents. Th^ 
contiguity to a market; and whether there are good 
and never-failing streams through the land ; and, 
if not near a large town, whether it is close to a 
navijgable stream ; and whether it is a good soil, — are 
circumstances that have considerable influeftce. 
At a convenient distance from some of the large 
cities, well-timbered land sells at from 60 to 100 
dollars per acre : cleared land, from 40 to 60 dol«* 
lars per acre. I am now speaking of all the states 
hut the southern ones. 

In the Southern States, where cotton and ric^ 
are produced, the price of land, or plantationsi, 
fluctuates with the price of the article. In theses 
estates, plantations may be purchased to produce l& 
per cent, interest to the purchaser, if well managed. 
The same may be said of sugar plantations; these 
may be purchased to pay 25 per cent, interest, neav 
New Orleans. The mode of disposing of thes^ 
plantations is, by requiring an immediate pp.yment 
of about one-foui:th of the price contracted for, and 
the remainder to be paid in equal annual instal- 
ments, at one, two, three, or four years, the seller 



Digitized 



by Google 



PRICE OP LAND. 151 

having a mortgage on the property and stock, until 
the vrhole amount is paid. In some instances, 
persons have purchased plantations on these terms, 
and have cleared a sum equal to the amount of the 
purchase, long before the last instalment was due. 
The slaves, buildings, stock, every thing on the 
plantation, is sold together with the land. 

In the old-settled states of New York, Penn- 
sylvania, &c. uncleared land, in good situations, in 
the interior of the state, is sold at from 5 to 15 dol- 
lars per acre. A farm of about 320 acres, with from 
150 to 170 acres of land tolerably well cleared, 
having a comfortable fttrm-house, with barns, 
orchard, &c. being in a situation not far from some 
navigable stream, in the interior of these old states, 
could be purchased at from 20 to 35 dollars per 
acre. In the state of Ohio, a similar farm could be 
bought for little more than half that sum. In the 
state of Indiana or Illinois, and places where there 
are but few settlers, the value of land or farms 
decreases considerably. In large cities and towns, 
the price of land depends upon the situation ; but 
it is folly as high as it would be in a large town of 
Great Britain. 

Tlius, in New York, Philadelphia, Boston, or 
Baltimore, the value of building lots is fully as high 
as it is in Liverpool, Glasgow, &c. ; but if we travel 
about a mile from an American city, the value ra- 
pidly decreases ; when at two miles, it would not 
sell for one-quarter as much as land would produce 
situated within the same distance of a large town in 
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Great Britain. With the Americaos, it is not iAhkI 
to erect villas adjacent to their cities ;, near to the 
city of Baltimore, however, there are several. 

The rapid increase of the value of landed pro* 
perty has never been so much observed any ^h^re 
as in the United States. In 1681, Penn, with about 
2000 Europeans formed a settlement in. Penn<^ 
sylvania. He viras indebted to one of: his servants 
about 45/, for which he offered him a quantity of 
land in Philadelphia : that land is now worth above 
a million sterling. In 1761, a Mr. Farley purchased 
33,000 acres of land in North Carolina, for which 
he paid one thousand guineas; and in the yeat 
1772, he refused an ofier of 28,000/. sterling, fot 
the same land. In 1784, some military lots in the 
State of New York, of 320 acres of land, w^-e 
sold, the whole for ten dollars : , at the present 
period, the same could be disposed of at more 
than two thousand dollars. In 1787, the State of 
New York, sold .at public auction, many thoussuxd 
acres of land on the Susquehanmth river, below 
Chenango, which fetched about 4f€/. Bnglssb, the 
acre : it is now worth from 5 to. 10 dollars per acre, 
uncleared. Dr. Flin says, he knew many in-^ 
stances, where persons have bought one hundred 
acres of land for 10/., which they afterwards sold, 
without any improvement, for 3/. sterling an acre. 
In 1806, in the parish of Rapides, State of Loui- 
siana, land was purchased at half a dolliur an acre, 
which has since been sold> 800 acres in a lot, at 
twenty-eight dollars an acre. 
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In order to settle Kentucky, the assembly of 
Virginia oflfered 400 acres of land to every person 
who engaged to build a cabin, clear a piece of 
land, and preducea crop of Indian corn. After 
the revolutionary war, even farther encourage- 
ments were offered, and one thousand acres more 
were given, adjoining their former settlements of 
400 acres, the settlers merely paying the fees of the 
land-ofice. In the year 1788, the congress ordered 
a valuatioa Of aU the lands composing the then six- 
teen States of the Union ; the number in the whole 
of the (4iien) States, amounted to 163,746,686 
acres, valued at that time at 479,293,263 dollars, 
or 2 dollars 92 cents per acre. The land ofVir- 
gisia was oBly valued at 1 dollar 48 c^its per acre ; 
whitet that of PeDHsylvania was 6 dollars and 9 
caste per acre. This diffisrence in some measure 
arises from the greater proportionate population of 
one state to. the other, as wdtt as from the diffisrencfr 
in the value of the land. 

The reason why congress ordered this valuation 
of the land was^ to apportion- a direct tax which 
was then levied on the citizens* The following 
is a statement of the value of the land in each of 

the then States :— 

DoUars. 

liew Hampshire » • *.. * 77,705 

MaMacbusetts. V 260,435 

Rhode Island , 37,504 

Connecticut 129,767 

Vermont 46,864 
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Do&ars. 

New York 181,681 

New Jersey 98,387 

Pennsylvania 237,178 

Delaware 30,430 

Maryland 152,600 

Yirgiqjla 345,488 

.Kentucky 37,643 

Nojrth Carolina 193,698 

SouthiCarolina 112.997 

Georgia ! 38,816 

Tennessee 18,807 

In the year 1813, another direct tax was iin- 
posed, and the Hollowing Talnations wore th«i ite- 
turned; by which we may observe, that the great 
increase in the value of land in the States ai New 
York, Yermont, Kentucky, T^uiessee, and tb«- 
young state of Ohio, manifests its importance : — 

Dolkurs, 

New Hampdiire 96,793 

Massachusetts 310,271 

miode Island 34,74>0 

Connecticut 118,168 

Yermont 98,344 

NewYprk 430,142 

New Jersey 106,872 

Pennsylvania. 365,479 

Delaware 32,049 

Maryland 151,624 

Yiiginia 369»0ia 
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Dollars. 

Kentucky 168,92& 

Ohio 103,151 

North Carolina 220,23ff 

South Carolina 151,90ff 

Tennessee 110,087 

Geoi^ia 94,937 

Louisiana , 28,925 

The United States may yet be said to be 
almost without inhabitants ; when we consider that 
a population of little more than ten millions is 
scattered over a country of two and a half millions 
of square miles. There are yet millions of acres, on 
which it is probable the human foot has never trod. 
'< In the time of Csesar, Strabo, and Tacitus, France, 
Qermacny, Switzerland, Holland, and England, 
w^e immense forests : a few scattered inhabitants » 
whose houses were made of hurdles and planks'r 
were the only proof that these countries were not 
wholly destitute of human inhabitants." The in 
terior of the United States presents at this time a 
similar prospect; but the increase of population 
would be beyond all reasonable belief, were it not 
that we had irrefragable documents to prove the 
fact. In 1700, there was a population of no 
more than 270,000 human beings. At the present 
time, when little more than a century has elapsed^ 
there are nearly ten millions; the population has 
therefore doubled in the ratio of about every 
twenty-three years since that period 



Digitized 



by Google 



150 UNITED STATES QF AMERICA. 

Indeed^ if we suppose that there are now 850 
millions of human beings on the earth, and that all 
these owe their origin to eight persons saved in the 
ark, at the time of the flood ; as it is now 4163 
years siace that event is recorded to have happen- 
ed, it has therefore acquired the ratio .of eveyy 160 
years for the doubling of the population^ The 
surface of the globe is 197 millions of square mil^, 
but the habitable part will not exceed 40 millions, 
the residue being covered by water, by irocks^ or 
by sandy deserts. Admitting this population of 
850 millions^ Europe, in an extent of 3,300,000 
square miles, has a population of about 63 in^^t- 
ants tp a square pi^l^, allowing a popul^i^n of 210 
millions Xq this part of the globe. Asi^, ifidu^Wtg 
New Holland and Siberia, ^[hich are almost a 4^^, 
would contain, in an extent of 16 millions of eM|iu^;e 
miles, 34 tp ^ ^ui^*e, mi^, bs^ving 535 f^iUiops/ «f 
inh^i^ajn^. ^fric?^ afrpu^ U Sftillions of sqi;^^^^ 
mjjl^i^, wjth a pppylatipn 9f 75, millipn?, cflnta^s 
nearly i^ven to a square niile, i^ipe^ip^ OQf^t^ijf^jfg: 
1.4miJjdons of habitable ^qu^VO n^H^p with appg^^ 
t^pn of 30 milliops, is a little mor^ th^j^ tw9f ^^ 
sqiiar^ mile. G^eat Britain, ^nfdu^ifig I^1^{)4| \k%^ 
a, popula^tiop of 5J0p ip^4>i<iW,t«i <iO ^ sqij^re pi^^ 
as it coftiaw 1Q$|6^4 sq^ar^ V^^i m^ ^ ^^^% 
Q^e-tl\ird of t^ese islan^f i? wa^fe Ifi^x ^^^^^JfiV^ 
United States }ia^ A p^opM^s^ti^op of only fo^m to. a 
squar^ nyji^,. and tbfi ^re^te^ population^ 9f s^^y.^^ 
state in the Ui^'ipn wijU n^t, be more' thjB^n ^^9^4 
square mile. 
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SOOinhaUtantq fo aie^tfADe.tnile, .yettiiepe is Uttlcr 
iioubt *b»t^ tbe sdiV in: thdse! kles could, be rxmie 
to ^rddnCe a snfficichcjr to so^pottrt.a popdlatibo bf 
doufale the present nmnber of* mfadbUaiite^ : <uon*4 
mderidg.ih^ qnanlatjr of waste land which odcrld' be 
cultivated, fb^ iiiiimerou& aci*ea deroted tb plcasmrb 
ground/ and the |)re6eikt itnperfect ^tate of culiiva- 
Ibn of a great part» we may Tel*y i^asonafaly be le^ 
to this condodipflu / , * 

It hat baaii calculated, that two and i.hall 
atres are dnfficieait to Mipipoirt a humaa being. TJie 
mode, thereficH'e^ whicb <saose0 Aouisands of acr^ of 
the be6t land England can' {)rodooe to be. rendered 
aseless to oiir ftllow-ereotnres, by afipropriating it 
to an osteiltatioosr display of grandeur, ctttitDot. bd 
comftidi^ed as deri ting its origin from any pafaibtid 
prineiplei Tbe^ system itself deserva thia setet-est 
reproJwUibn.i Timber undoutodly. must b^rsicied? 
but wlwn^ landMis^ao vfduabla as in Ehgiand, tf the 
bedg^S'^'ows throughout the conatry, and those (Him 
tsbkisr oi laad wfaioh would scsrody admit any otl»r 
tultivation, weliB (6 be planted^ a sufficiency might 
be raised /forjetery.pnrpose that <Mir prcseilt IbrestET 
supply^ atkd lafge tracts wotdd hie added to the^prcH 
dbcl^fi soil of the country. The mil in the United 
States is fuUy eq«al.to the isnpport of a popolatioii 
projpohrtionate to that of the Britieih isles. Tbere 
is tber*fote no danger, until some hundreds, of 
years ^liate ielapsckl, tfadt the torth will be prer^ 
stocked with inhabitants. 
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In the United States, populMion has increased 
in a ratio almost unexampled* Upon a cursory 
view/ I was indined to ^ adopt the opinion of 
Mr. Godwin, tbait the great increase which has 
been witnessed in that country, was the effiaet of 
emigration ; and that Mr. Malthas «rred, in statitig 
that population might be doobledin 25 years* 

It must be con£sssed| that the American po^ 
pnlation has reeved great addiitiiAs ftomEuropeaa 
emigrants* Of those who emigrate, thepropiMrtiot^ 
^ old persons and children is very different from 
%diat is found in an indigenous population. Br; 
Price, in bis work <m rer^rsionary payments, states;: 
that we may 'Consider the procfeative part <tf ' thfe 
^ommmnty at onerlotirth of its* mimberSi One* 
half of the strangers- who arrive in the United 
States, ;may be con»dered as: /adding to that 
part of the commmity last noticed. Unless we 
ponld state with soma degree of .precisvm, the 
adaesBida which the> cDimtry racei^eB by ed[i%ra<-' 
taon^ as.wW as. Um ages of those who arrii/«; 
we cannot come to an exact coiM:lusicm» how fer 
it operates upon the^ proportionAte increase !of 
the ' whole population. For more than a century, 
the nomber of inhaUtants in theXhiited States has 
be^i doubled every twenty-^five years. . Mr. God*- 
win considers that emigration has beei one great 
cause of the astonishing increase; whilst Dr. Price, 
Dr. Franklin, Jefierson, and Maldius, state twenty- 
five years as a period sufficient to double tfa^ 
numbers by procreation only. 
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Dr. Seybert.has laiely 'piiUifilied a "Arorkicsi^ 
tided, StaiiUical Annals, of the Un^iteid^JStatkBi 
whereia he fixes the number of eihigrantS' whiith 
liaTe annually anrived, for about ithei apwe: of 
twenty^five years, «t 6000; and in .fliis^ i account 
be includes the year 1817, which was! a nbrt 
extraordinary one, the number of enugrantsibqiikg 
lettdmatedat 22,240. Therecaa be no doubts thdt 
the Doctor has had access to every autheptic lecbrd 
to elucidate the subject; but I am dispose to 
fix^e amount of emigration- oodsiderably highen 
Let it even be ixed at 12^000 per ataiimf; and 
wppofiiiig . the mortality! atbongst thp; netvv.settleim 
•tione in forty^six, and -thel^irtbs to^ average^ne 
iaioMirt^n; in the space of twenty^ve years,* /by. a 
n^ of increase according to .compound. Interest^ 
it would give a liUle more than 565,iE)00;. which 
would only be acc^rating .the;duplication of the 
inhabitants about twelve montli^. 

I am inclined to fix the number of emigrants 
lat 12,000^ because many come into the country 
from C^iada; and passengers are landed on the 
coast without any entry at the customs ; for by 
the laws of several, if not of all the maritime states 
the masters or owners . of vessels are obliged to 
give bond, that. none of the foreigners whom they 
introduce shall become chargeable to the town, 
or that they will indemnify or reimburse the cost* 
From every view whkh we can take of the subject, 
there is a great probability that the United States' 
population will be doubled at least every thirty 



Digitized 



by Google 



JOO UNITED STArTEI OF AlIERICA. 

jH^rs; If Ibid atouldib^ilkie caae^iwkU a ^wer- 
fU . *Md pcqstuloaiieiqpire^wiU thia b^m the qomm 
tff::a' oentaryl it maybe eoipected that raofe 
than^oiiie huttdited "miUkin^' ofthmimti beings 'Wtt 
tiien txisi in ibis pai^t of the .world* What an 
iBixtnoitliMuy diiffMrea^e is tbtrein the. ioeiieaae 
nf'popalation in. the United Stat^si, conqpared with 
that of the natiofaa in Burdpe. Ftanee, ia 1798^ 
bad' a populatioa of aineteeea miUieiia in an area 
of £13^800 s<|aare milefir; biit' aewly onet oebtovy 
and a b^f nnnft;elap»e» before the popiiation wttl 
be dpdbiledi M'. HmkM fd^ fAdmini$ir4ai0u ^4m 
j?MiQMr^)aop|i08e4« tbat the bictfaa in^Fmaee vpw 
4hea on6< miUi^ta/ ibear^ >a<iawn^y in a pcfialatiMi 
of fiw.«Bty*^uc BQ^lions, and t^s was at a p^od 
phask. Franoe enjoyed p^foct tranqaiUity. Al«* 
lowing four hundred thousand births in a year 
HI the Umted States^ and qialtiplying tiiat by tasenty^ 
five and three-quarters^ which ia Mr. Nedcet^ 
calculation, it givea nearly the actual population 
of tbe United States at present; bat the births 
there must be about five h«Qidred tfacrttsand an* 
aually, with its present populs^tion of nearly tmi 
miUioas, to verify the Americaa calculations. 

Notwithstanding the population increases so 
rapidly, it must be confessed > that at present thf 
country is unhealthy. In the Eastern States^ 
buman life is not so lopg as it is in the mote mild 
and settkd climates of Europe, la the Middle 
iuid Western States, it is still shorter. In tU# 
Southern ones, it is again less. 
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wMnlnbiii;. fiorfir iMid: figu^ ;awl ;aU ^soiHa ^f iMlkms 
IpoiarEy: pmvaili ;JUi the sumamv tlie: dysraJitfy 
eandesi off gimrt nniiibeiPBtOf chil^nm. , In someof 
the 'Soufkera.St^eftyitbidi yriiow.fbi^ im aqmniar 
sweeps away the inhabitanta. ibgr^ ^ou9aa4s^. At 
Mew Orietai%)d0ttth d^ntnds atod rwtttteaJb the 
mkly season £oiir .oul: ef fiie of all. new sutlers* 
X iia¥0 hawd< scute pecabns .remark, (apd . they, were 
irttMbedtodie caiHiUry>)^hiita man of ninety years 
oftage iwter^iBU^ 9Wm4 ii pheaom^lon a^ coold be 
«Mii4 '*!l^!Mi m Ae Bastoin* States^a' p^rMn^oJf 
•Kty yevs ofiag^ isr^ allappMimce, as. old in 
mmmtlA^itiim^ Jby nataval decay, m One in'Sngland 
6^ seereniy. It is likewise a stmiige, bat a corrwt 
circomiitanci^ tluit tho^e in general who attain ^ 
l^eat jige in America^ aM foreigners, Ae soundness 
aC' whose coMtftaikm has been formed in a more 
gtsdal olinK^ 

. At a pablio meeting of some <^ the £nglisl} 
nulieals mt New Yoiic, in the year 1810, one of the 
rasoktifons. mbmitted to the company was, *^ That 
jUiey coiikl not forbear expresMs^ their abhorrepea 
at CoUbeAt, Birkbeek, and all otbm* wiiters, who> 
by false and exaggerated statements relative to the 
Umled States, had oansed persons to^ emigrate to 
It country where the inhabitants were unfriendly, 
Ike oUm^te disiigfeeable, aflad which tended to 
shoiten hamsa exi&t^oe." I may not ha?e giv^n 
the exact words' of Ai% proposed resolution, bot 
this was the purport.^-^Franklin could reason 



Digitized 



by Google 



tot UNITED /SVATB&OP AMERICA. 

I^etter on the sciences; J^apfovsoti, as a phikMopher, 
was saperior to 4hete man ; , yet as ijt regwied the 
§pdmg qf a disagreeable climate, and the tendoicjr 
which tiiat climate had. to shorten human life, those 
who proposed the resolution were as . capable of 
judging as any one. 

The census of the >popiilation of the United 
States is materially different from the formation 
of an European community. According to Dn 
Halley's tables, as stated }3y Dr. Price on ReFec- 
sionary Payments, in a npte, page 383, ^* the num^ 
ber of individuals under siJcteeti is: only; a third 
of all the living, at all ages.", la: the ^country of 
which we are treating, the Jiumber of .those iindM 
sixteen years of. age. is, one. half the .whole. p0r« 
pulation. This undoubtedly exhibite an extraordi** 
imry increase. In Eurdpe, it is considered . that 
one*fourth of the whole oomnmnity is above forty* 
five, but in the United States scarcdy an eighth 
part of the population is above Hiatage; I should 
suppose that lliis circumstance, alone would shew 
the unhealtbiness of the climate, which must be 
ascribed to the exhaustion arising from the excessive 
heat of summer, joined to tbat.<^ an uncleared 
country. 

In answer to this opinion, it infill be stated, 
that Dr. Seybert has given the mortality of Phil^ 
adelphia, according to bills r^ularly published 
by the Board of Health, for eight years, from 1807 
to 1814 inclusive; and tbat.it was found ,to be ^o 
more than one in forty-three. Therefore some 
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heave concluded/ that if the ibortalky in a large 
t<ywn like Philadelplita wte only one in forty-three, 
the deaths in the wholecouiitry n^ald be no more 
than one in fifty. This cannot be conceded > for 
Philadelphia is as healthy a situation as ahy part 
of the whole Union. Farther douth than this city^ 
it is not nearly so healthy; nor indeed iii many 
parts of the country where the land is uncleared, 
although situated to the north of it. Philadelphia 
is also receiving a continual accession of strangers; 
foreigners, and native citizeni^ from the country, 
in the prime of life ; and when any contagious dis-^ 
t^nper exists, or is thought to exist, great numbers 
immediately leave the city; if any of these happen 
to die, they do not note them in the account from 
the Board of Health. I am of opinion, for these 
reasons, that the mortality, even in Philadelphia, 
will be as one to forty. In a country increasing so 
rapidly, and wh^re so few e:dst above the age 6f 
forty-five, if the decrement of life were one in forty- 
dght, it wotild not prove a healthy' climate or 
situation. 

It is impossible that we can form an exact 
eoncliudon of what is. the mortality in the Umted 
States, by the deaths of any particular town or 
district Where one part of this great republic 
is situated in a mild latitude, and another ap^ 
proximates to the torrid zone, — and when the 
healthiness or unhealthiness of the situation is af- 
fected by local circumstances, — ^the mortality in one 
place may be as one to thirty, and in another 
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w otae to sixty; therefore, td fohn ahy general 
conclttsioii for the Uaked Staled firoia partitl oIh 
wnrations, w6iiki' only lead ta fallacious view0# 
The citizens are dlsa continually removing. In 
the fall, or antium^ thousands go from the north* 
eastern states, to the southern ones; and ^heo 
the sickly months are approaching, nearly as nmny 
rfetum from the south* Erbm all the states, great 
nuiitbers are cohfinually mdtin^ to the interior? 
the person who fixes upon one in thirty^five as 
the proportion o£ deaths, has aljiiost .the same 
chance of being correct, as he who forms his ^at* 
eolation from one in forty*-fit&. 

With the present enlluq^ed populatkm of the 
country, the arriral of = emigrants tritl not 'act 
with that ratio as hitherto, in the incretae of its 
immbers. After one or ttro more cetnstuses in the 
United States, We may be able to form a foler<^ 
tibly accurate idea oif what would be the incresMui 
of the human species in £arope, were it not Ui 
ttiose checks or restraints ciwed by vice and 
misery. 

: The census of the United Slates, in 17^0^ was 
d,9^,S28^ of whdm abbat cme-liftb part w«e 
slaves. In I610, the: populitidn amotinted to 
7,2d9,903; and in 1820 to ^^dSft,7d4. In tfaisj^ite 
country, the fibres amount to nearly one milHoa 
and a half; foreignfit« not naturafissed, 53,646; per^ 
sons ^gaged in agricuitaire, 2,065,400; in coon 
merce, 7t^Wf; and in manu&c^ures) 34d,«474 
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CHAR IX. 



I^EKERAL STATE OF AGRICULTURE THROUGHOUT 
' THE UNITED STATES. 

The genius of agriculture has extended its 
beneficial effects towards the United States, the 
sofl of which exhibits proofs of its genhd in* 
fluence. The forests gradually disappear. The 
marshes and swamps, which have long been, the 
abode of wild beasts and venomous reptiles, 
become fruitful fields ; the corn waves in . the 
breefee; and the reaper in the proper season 
obtains the reward of his toil. 

In Gr&tt Britain, the effects of cultivation are 
particularly apparent ; and notwithstanding its 
wastes, the greater part of the island may be 
compared to a garden. In the United States^: 
agriculture has advanced in an astonishing man- 
ner; but it is far behind that of Great Britain: 
nor will the methods pursued in England to 
cultivate the soil, furnish to the resident of the 
United States a mode of conduct which he may 
advantageously pursue, when he fixes his abode 
in the westen^n hemisphere. The value of land, 
the variation of climate, and the natural products 
of the country, are so diverse, that the farmer 

M 
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has to pursue a mode of culture altogether 
different. 

In the United States, at present, with the 
circumscribed export of flour, &c. too man7 
persons are already employed in agricultural pur- 
suits ; as there is not a sufficient consumption in 
tbfit county, for th@ piro4ac^. The Seutn^ra t«L the 
Eastern States find a nmch better, demand than 
those in the Middle or Western ones : this arises 
from the great cities of New York, Philadelphia, 
and Boston, which furnish the agriculturist in the 
Eastern States with a deqiand for cattle, grain, &c. 
There are likewise numbers of persons, in dM 
Eastern States, employed in manufectures, and tl» 
makii^ of hats, shoes, &c. ; on which account, tl^ 
fiurmer finds a tolerably good market. There is, 
also, at the di^erent eastern ports, a demand for 
cattle, horses, hay, barrelled beef, pork, &c. for the 
Southern States, as well as for some of the West 
India Islands ; and the American fvmer can sett4 
his produce wherever he thinks proper, for there 
ve no com laws to restrain him. 

There are, however, several causes to prevent 
cultivation, even in the Eastern States, from attain- 
ing that height which it has acquired in Greal 
Bfitain. Land is comparatively but of little value; 
and as every one is desirous of possessing a great 
^(oantity, all attempt to cultivate more than they 
can manage; hence the land is not propwly cleared 
of weeds, &c. An attempt to cultivate too mlich, 
is therefore a fault which is general throughout the 
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Union* Mamiiing of land, likewise, is but little 
practised. In the Eastern States, and in a part of 
those bordering on the lakes, the severe firosts of 
wmter are a great cheek to a proper caltivation. 
Fonr months, or more, these frosts contimie ; and 
dmiog d» whole ei that time, no out-^door work 
cmnbcMone. The cattle daring this p^od have 
Hotinng bot dry food. 

The Tery nnsettied w^i^er in these states, in 
the spring, is also extremely injurious ; for after tw# 
or three weeks of warm and pleasant wetitber, a 
Horth-west wind frequently comes, so that the 
thermometer, from bdng temperate, will descend 
hdow the freezing pmAt, frequently c^ttifig off all 
the hopes of the husbandman. This renders the 
coltiTation of wheat and Indian corn very pre- 
carious in the more northern states. 

In the summer, the long-continued dry weather 
is also peculiarly detrimental. Often the drought 
wiU continue for more than a month, when the 
ground becomes parched, and all sorts of grasses 
a#e nearly burnt up. These different causes will 
(ot ever prevent a great part of the country from 
eqnaUing the cultivation of Great Britain. In 
Massachusetts, and in all the Eastern States, there 
afe parCicnlar places where agricultural pursuits 
have been much attended to; which thew to what 
extent the land of these states can be cultivated. 
I have seen bullocks fed in Massachusetts, equal to 
those slaaghtered in Great Britain. 

The barrelled beef of the New England states^ 
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including Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire," 
ilhode Island, and Connecticut, command a higher 
price than that of any other part of the Union. 
In the states of New York and Pennsylvania, there 
is, likewise, great attention paid to the breeding 
and feeding of cattle. On the shambles of New 
York and Philadelphia, beef may be seeii^'Vfaich 
would not disgrace the markets of London. Vir- 
ginia ako may be enumerated with New York and 
Pennsylvania ; the pork, ham, &c. from that statier 
are justly celebrated ; and there is no doubt, that 
in a very few years several of the Western States 
will vie with any of the others in all their agricul- 
tural productions, and in the breeding and feeding 
of cattle, &c. 

In the Eastern, Middle, and Western States, 
much attention is paid to the breeding and rearing 
of horses. In all the cities and large towns, and 
throughout the Southern states, fine showy horses 
will sell nearly as high as in England. British 
race, and also Arabian horses, have been imported, 
to improve the breed of this animal. The horses 
which are in general use bear every character- 
istic mark of being the descendants of troopers, 
or heavy dragoon horses. The horses there re- 
quire very little trouble in breaking. Neither the 
intense cold of winter in some of the states, 
nor the excessive heat of summer in all the 
states, appears but little to distress the horse in 
that country. 1 have witnessed the horse driven 
at the rate of nearly ten niiles within the hour. 
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in very hat weather, and yet it has not appeared 
90 much fatigued as in England in a moderate 
summer heat. I have also seen the horse gal- 
loped in winter before a sleigh, and perhaps left 
afterwards for hours in the op^i air, yet it did 
not appear in the least injured, although .the 
thermometer was below zero. Some of their horses 
likewise are very fleet ; the races in Virginia and 
South Carolina prove that the swiftness of the 
American horse equals that of the British. There 
are none of those very heavy cart horses which 
we have in the British sea-ports. 

The cow in general use is about the size of 
the; Devonshire one, giving five or six quarts of 
milk at each milking. The large cow of the 
Holdemess, and other large breeds, would cer- 
tainly not suit the United States ; they are more 
adapted to a humid climate. 

It is said, that all animals dwindle in size in 
this country. This is certainly incorrect. If the 
same care be taken there in the breeding and 
feeding of horses and other animals as in England, 
there is not a doubt that the animal would attain 
an equal size or weight. Bullocks have been fed 
in America, weighing from 2000 to 2500lbs. : 
bogs, 800 to lOOOlbs. The country appears par- 
ticularly adapted for the latter animal. 

. Sheep . do not appear to succeed so well as 
oxen, &c. The mutton is not so good or fine- 
flavoured as the English ; apd it is frequently sold 
there at half the price of beef. It may be, that 
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proper aUetttion ia not paid to tUt branch ; for the 
animal k healthy, not subject to the rot, m to 
many diseases which are prevalent in Engiand. 
The sheep or Merino mania baa now subsided. 
Four or five years ago, the sum of 1600 dollars 
wfts paid for a ram of the Merino breed. One 
^lousasnd dollars was a very common pike for mt 
animal which would not now sell for fifly. It k 
calculated that there are S0,000 sheep in the 
United States. 

In the New JBngland states they cultivate rye» 
barley, buckwheat, oats, hay, onions, and differoiit 
sorts Of vegetables, besides attending to the breed- 
ing of horses, cattle sheep» &c. The produce^ 
however, in these states, as well as in all others o£ 
the Union, depends chiefly upon the Bunmef in 
which the land is cleared ; but» from 40 to 50 busheb 
of rye, the same quantity of oats, and 30 to 40 of 
barley, per anre, fe th^ general prodice^ About 
Otte and im hidf to two tons of hay is pffocureA 
irmn good l«(nd. 

The di0erail sorts^ of grosses which are odd* 
vated for hay, &c. are lacem, safaifoin, bnmet^ 
Timothy^ red, white, and yellow clover, green- 
swardy Uue grass, crib grass, &c. &c. and similar 
graasea^ are cultivated in some of the other states 
of the Union. 

The present price of rye in these stetes wiB be 
from Sitf. to 2s. 9d. sterling per bosheL 

Hay sells, when properly packed for expwtatiim, 
from 9^. to 45. sterling per lOOlbs. Great quantities 
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of imttN^ are raiaed a New Bsfl^df «id exported 
t» thB S^ttthem States and the W^st India iskuds- 
It often bappe«^ that a good crop of oqiomi wiil 
equal the Taki^ of the fee-simple ^ the land upon 
wMdi tii^ have bem raised; bat the pric« of this 
articdle is ao varions, that it eamiot be litated with 

' aocoracy • The yakie of good fat cattle ia these 
win be equal to aboat id. sterling the pound, 
easclnrive o€ the offikL In the states borderklg on 
New England, in addition to the artides deacrihed 
as cultivated there, they also produce wheat and 
ladian eotn ; birt Bvmi in New Jersey sosae prefer 
9#WiBg rye to wheat, in consequence of its befaig a 
more ceitain crop. 

fai New Jersey, aMich attention is paid to sq[iple- 
ovcbarda, for the maki^ d cider and apple-brandy. 
Formerly there were large peach-orcfaarda in tli^ 
and the adjoining states; but within the last ten 
yemra the peach-orchards hare been en the declme,* 
the tree having been attacked by a grub, which is 
considered as fhe cause of its decay in all the 
Sast^n States. The apple-tree still flourishes in 
all tiiese states^ but the cider of New Jersey ia 
paftieukriy noted« I have drank some which waa 
lit^ iniSmor to diampagne. An i^ple-tree in full 
bearhig m Now Jersey is expected to yield eight 
buiriiela. In the Western States there are large 
apple and peach orchards, bqt they are not kept 
in neat condition, not is th^e any attentieat pahi to 
the pranittg of the tree. 

In New York, Pennsylvania, and the Mkldle and 
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Western Slates^ wheat, Indiaa corn* togedwr widr 
rye, barley, oats, &c. are produced. Hen^ is' 
likewise partially cultivated* In these states^, the 
^oUowiDg may be estimated as near the produce #f 
land well cleared: hemp, 8 cwts.; Indian com, 60 
bushels ; wheat, 30 bnshels ; barley, 40; and oats, S^ 
bushels ; clorer and Timothy, about. 30 cwt. per 
statute acre. The wheat produced in Virginia and 
Maryland is considered a& the best; the weasel i% 
however, very destructive to their com in these 
states. 

At the cities of New York and Philade^^n^ 
wheat at pres^it would not sdl for more than 35. 3dL 
to 4^. 6d. sterling per Winchester bushel ; at Alex^^: 
smdria in Vii^ima, and Baltimm'e in Maryland, it 
would liiidl for about the» same price; the jothcr 
articles of grain must be sold at. a ptoportionaie 
rate : we may therefwe stqppose, that at presaat^ 
even in these states, there ib little encouragenmit 
for farmers. 

' At New Orleans, which is the mart for.aU the 
surplus produce of the Western States, 1 was 
witness, in the spring oi 1821, to wheat being 
sold at the very low price, of 25 cents, ror l^f^ 
sterling, the Winchester bushel: sup^fime . dk>ur 
was sold at 2^ dollars per barrel of 1961b. weight; 
in New York and Philadelphia it; was th^n sell- 
ing at four dollars per barrel. This year, 1^^, 
prices are 25 to 30 per cent higher. 

The most regular plan of cultivation in the 
states last mentioned, includes the fallowing 
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course of cn^. Indian corn, or maize, is sown in 
Blay : thb is gei^raUy reaped sufficiently early 
to sow wheat in autumn, which is reaped at 
the us«al time the following year, but c1oy» is 
sown in the sprii^ with the wheat. The third 
and fourth year the cloyer is mown twice; some- 
times rye or winter barley is sown instead. Fre- 
qu^Uy the grcmnd is made to yield an autum- 
nal crop of buckwheat. 

Indeed, in rich lands they may take three 
distinct crops in one year: first, they sow 
spring wheat in autumn; secondly, plant Indian 
cium in the same ground in April ; thirdly, reap 
tbe wheat in June, and hoe up the Indian com, 
sowing at the same time buckwheat, turnips, or 
pease, &c. Hemp is an article of very easy cul- 
ture in many of the states. 

The following are nearly the times for hous- 
ing or gathaing the different crops. — ^Grass eaiiy 
in July; early wheat in July. The wheat and rye 
haryest ia generally completed before the close 
of August: buckwheat and Indian com in 
October: oats in August: wheat and rye are 
sown in September; but they have spring, au- 
tumnal, and winter wheat. There is very little 
trouble in the United States in making hay, for 
if it be cut one day, it is generally, fit to stack on 
the following one. A crop of Indian com when 
growing eight, ten, and even twelve feet high, is 
really beautiful to view; the grasses in the United 
States appear of a peculiarly nutritive quality. 
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One would suf^se &cm its aj^^Mtance tbtt 
white dorer was a spontaiiMiis prodtictiott of 
tbe soil; altkoagfa it is said to ha^e beon im- 
known before Ike Earopeaae settled ia the eomk- 
Uj. I have frequently seen tery heavy crops of 
eloTer, wheat, rye, barley, buckwheat^ and of 
that very useful grain, Indian corni This gmm 
is cultivated at little trouUe, and in ^neral it 
yields an abundant crop. The pompioa is plimted 
and grows at the same time with tbe com, and 
i» an excellent wint» food for cattle, &c. 

The Americans in general are very neg%esit 
litrDiers, paying little attention to the aianffir- 
ing of Hke land, and letting their manure go to 
waste. 

In some cases the lq|id is so rich that it deee 
not require manure. In the western part of tbe 
state of New York» they do not think it worth 
the trouUe of even scattering the ashes of the 
trees they have burnt, on the adjacent laild^ In 
some parts of the Western Country, the power of 
vegetation in the soil is such, that the fiurmem 
endeavour to check its superfloous fertflity. In 
some situations, gypsum or plaster of Paris is 
found of great benefit, often restming laaads whidb^ 
were considered as exhausted. It is c^cult to 
state why gypsum should produce this effect. 
It appears as if it had the property of attractiag 
tbe hmaidity of the atoMisphere; but it must also 
have other properties, which at present we not 
understood. Gypsum does not answer near the 
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s« or salt i¥ater, nor on wet stiff Uiida; it 
answers best on hot, loose, or sandy s<^^ and 
if i^rewed o?er the land, five or six bushels are 
fbimd snfficknt for an acre. Bone*diist has not 
yet heea tried in the United Slates; it is most 
likely that bone-dust would answer where gyp« 
smn wiU not raeceed. 

Hie farms in general, in Pennsylvania, are con- 
sidered as bebg in the best order of any in the 
Union. The farmers »e generally of Dutch or 
German retraction, and the hnxm consist of from 
two hundred to one thousand acres. Their dweUU 
iiigs and barns are good and substantia^ and 
their live stock Of a good breed, and in excel- 
l^dt condition. The J>utch and Germans are 
eatftremely industrioos and parsimonious; the sums 
of money which some of diem hoard are aston- 
indring. 

At present there is nothing but wood fences 
in the United States; and when land is cleared^ 
they seldom leave a single tree for the cattle to 
be shaded und«^. There are no thorn hedges. 
In the Eastern States, asid those parts bordering 
on the lakes, it is probable that the thorn would 
not succeed, owing to the severe frosts in winter; 
but in the Middle and Western States there is 
no doubt that it would flourish: soad certainly 
it wooM affbrd a shelter for the cattle, duimg 
tile oppressive heat of summer. If the tbcmi 
would not answer as a fence, there » the prickly 
locust, and seveml other small trees, indigenous 
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to the country^ which would make an impenetra- 
ble barrier. 

It is very seldom that horses are osed in 
America for ploughing: for this work, ox^i are 
in general employed, and likewise for the W9g^ 
gons which they use in their i^ricultural labour. 

The Western States, which only thirty yews 
ago werp a wilderness, desert, or forest, where 
the <^ savage, with his scalping knife, was the 
just terror of civilized man," now boast their fruit- 
ful fields, and their millions of industrious inhabit- 
ants. There is no longer a dread of the tomahawk, 
for the genius of agriculture has triumphed oyer 
the savage, and the dreary waste. 

It is true, that at present agricultural products* 
are but low, but the American farmer cultivates 
his own land. There is no landlord to demand 
a rent, no parson to demand a tithe, and al- 
most no tax-gatherer to demand an impost. It 
is therefore only labour which is to be taken inta 
calculation, as the drawback to his gains. After 
paying this, and clothing himself and family, there 
is nothing else he has to work for. If there be 
any game on the land, he can shoot or destroy 
it at his pleasure; and in the Western Country 
there are whole herds of bufialpes, deer, &c. 
Thus a happy and increasing population are 
now possessing what recently was only the 
abode of the savage, of the wild beast, or the 
venomous reptile. 

It may be said, that the picture which I have 
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here portrayed is discordant to other parts of 
the work. 1 am, however, here treating of the 
m&jority of the settlers, who have never been 
accustomed to the comforts or conveniences of 
English farms, English society, or English roads. 
Man is the creature of habit ; those who have not 
been accustomed to luxuries, are well content 
without them ; for ^^ weariness can snore upon the 
flint,'* and the ** stomach" of the hungry "can 
make what's homely savoury." 

Were 1 in Ireland, and speaking to an Irish 
peasant, who shewed his cottage of mud ; who told 
me, that he and his family had the day previously 
leaten their last potato, although the tithe-collec- 
tor. had claimed and taken what would have served 
them for months ; had he shewn me his cold, 
hungry, and naked children, and exhibited himself 
and his wife i^ rags ; had he told me that despair 
and famine had taken possession of all around him ; 
I would say to him: If you possibly can, go to the 
back settlements of America : you will there have a 
good log-house; you may raise abundance of 
potatoes, both tlie Irish and the sweet one; you 
may have plenty of hogs, almost for asking; 
you may kill as many ^ deer as you think proper; 
and load your fire with as much fuel as you wish.— . 
But to the English farmer 1 would speak as 1 have 
written in the chapter entitled ** Advice to Emi- 
grants." 

In Virginia, Maryland, Kentucky, &c. tobacco 
is cultivated ; but at present, from the low price of 
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this article, (being no more than equal to about Id. 
for inferior, to 3d. sterling for fine,) it is scarcely 
worth cultivating. Jefferson says, very properiy, 
<< It is a culture productiye of infinite wretched^ 
ness. Those employed in it are in a continued 
state of exertion beyond the pow»s of nature to 
support." A tobacco plantation is, nndofdbtedlyi 
the most miserable of all others in appearance; 
there are very few emigrating from Great Britain 
who would wish to engage in the culture of this 
article. Tobacco is nearly always cultivated by 
negroes, who woi^ in sete or companies. The seed 
having been previously sown, the plant is trans*^ 
planted in the banning of May. These plants, 
set about three feet apart, are afterwards hilled, 
and kept free from weeds. Wh^i the number of 
leaves have shot out, which are considered equal to 
what the soil will properly nourish, the plant is 
broken off at the top, to prev^it its farther growth* 
It is carefully attended to, to keep it clear of worms, 
and the suckers which appear are taken ^. Hm 
plant generally arrives at perfection in the montii 
of August ; and when the leaves begm to turn c^ a 
brownish colour, and become spotted, it is cut 
down, and hung up to dry, having been previously 
sweated in heaps for one night. In vaohk damp 
weather, the leaves are stripped from the stalk, tied 
in bundles, and packed. 

In the Southern States, besides Indian com, &c» 
cotton and rice are produced. Cotton is not an 
article. of diftcult cultivation; one person may 
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attend to five or six acree. Good Jand will yi^ 
about 1000 pounds of seed cotton per acre. It is 
computed, that in this employment the profit of a 
prime n^ro slare will be about 150 dollars per 
annttm4 Ricei which can be cultivated South of 
93^ of north latitude, must have a situation where 
Uie land can be irrigated. The reason of the 
necessity for water to be introduced where rice is 
oukivated, appears to be, that it is reqiusite to 
destroy the weeds imd grass, which would other- 
wise knpede the growth, if not st^e the young 
plant. lUce wh^i growing is not injured by b^ng 
immersed in water, but the weeds and grasses are 
diereby destroyed ; therefore, after weeding the 
lice, the cultivator lets the water flow upon the 
land, to about half the he^ht of the plant. Rice is 
cultivated in the United States almost entirely by 
slaves. 

A number of Swiss have settled at a small 
town called Vevay, on the river Ohio, not far from 
Gmcinnati, where they cultivate the vine. The 
quality of the wine which they make is very good ; 
imd there is little doubt tiiat success will attend 
tiieir exertions, for the vine flourishes exceedingly. 
Indeed, there are very few of the states where the 
vine could not be successfully cultivated. 

In Louisiana, near New Orleans, the sugar- 
cane is cultivated ; and there are large plantations, 
which, if property conducted, will yield gr€?at pro- 
fits. The cultivation of the sugar-cane in the 
United States is attended with a little more trouble 
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than in the West India Idands. In those islands, 
and where they are not afraid of frost, they haye 
no occasion to take up the cane ; they can cut it 
nearly at any time, and work at leisure. But near 
New Orleans, the planters have to take up, before 
the month of November, those canes which are in- 
tended to be planted for another year's crop. They 
therefore pluck up a quantity of canes with all their 
leaves on, and stack them, taking care to prevent 
all possible exposure to the weather. Early in the 
"following spring, the ground is laid in farrows 
either by the hoe or plough : the canes are thai 
planted in these furrows in regular rows about 
three feet apart; the large or thick end of one 
touching, or nearly touching, the thin end of the 
other. After the planter has stacked his seed 
canes, he commences the work of boiling or 
granulating. The juice of the cane is first extract- 
ed by its being placed between two heavy rollers. 

' The cultivation of the sugar-cane is not at- 
tended, even in the United States, with much 
difficulty ; the plant throws up a stalk at each eye 
or notch, and there is not much trouble in weeding. 
A gang of thirty n^ro men, with as many women 
and children, are sufficient for a plantation where 
200 to 250 hogsheads are produced in a year. 
One man, assisted by five negroes, has been known 
to take 50 hogsheads to market. The hogshead at 
New Orleans contains about 10 cwt. The neces^ 
sary erections for a plantation tar^rgduce 100 to 
120 hogsheads of sugar, could not be completed 
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4000 dollars. Stf^^str , of a tol^aUy good 
4)iiaiity, maj be 9old# upon a {dantalik^ n»rlfair 
Orleaas, at se^en doUars the 100 U>s. Tim plantu, 
on la Biitiah West IndiaB islaad, at pra&e»t ^ill not 
nett four doUars for sugar .oi a aimilar qnalftyL 
Maftosses also oan be diapoaed of at a iiatter prioe 
than in the Bntiah or any jof tlie W^st Isdia Islanda. 
Singar lands, tf ^ood» yieid about 12 cn^Jt. of sugar 
per acare, befiidca ntoloases, Mduch, if 4tiatiliad, would 
make about sixty gallons of spirits, commoa ptoof 
iif£ngteiid. 

Tke angar-caBe gsows luxuriaiitly near N^em 
Orleatts^ and Ibcce ia a certain aiid constant; 
4ma9md for the articles isi au^ar amd moioBsm^ ta 
all Ae jkAdBB^c stoles of tbe Vmiotk^ as the 
LonitiafldL sagar is admitted free of dtsty. Ceiw 
tainlf none «f tiie planters in the We&t JmMk 
islands can possibly be so advantageously situated. 
A plantatiom can he woarfced in Lonisiana, .at a 
less expense than jm any o£ the British islands; 
and yet the planter can obtain from three to four 
dollars per cwt. mpre for his sugar. Deri^'s 
l4>tmianaf m Aoaericaa puUi^atioa, givep a i^\ 
i4ew of the proliable pno^ts of 'workiag a snigar 
plaiMation 4a Lodsiana^ 40 whicti 1 refer tfiose 
who are desirous of obtaining information on 
the subject. There are^ howeve^r, very few who 
wx)uld wi«^ to leave £agland to become slave- 
holders, to reside in a sultry, sickly, smd disagree 
alble <5li[BafCe, envftoaed by nregroes, let the hopes 
of gam he -ever so flattering. 

N 
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Having, in the preceding parts of this chapter, 
given a report which may seem to have an un* 
favourable aspect towards agricolture, it m but fair 
that the causes should be elucidated, which have 
led to these apparently disastrous issues. These 
are involved in no mystery; they naturally arise 
from the rdative changes that have taken place 
among the nations of Europe, so that nothing more 
can be necessary than to give a simple statem^it 
of facts. 

For more than twenty j^ars, the nations of 
Europe were engaged in hostilities. During a great 
part of that time. Great Britain had occasion to 
import large quantities of com. From bad har- 
vests, and other causes, in some years com rose to 
an exorbitant price. The following account is 
taken from an official parliamentary document : — 

■* 

AVERAGE ANNUAL PRICE OF WHEAT IN ENGLAND 
AND WALES. 



1791 
1792 
1793 
1794 
1795 
1796 
1797 
1798 



s. 


d. 


47 


2 


42 


li 


48 


11 


51 


8 


74 


2 


77 


1 


53 


1 


50 


3 



s. d. 

1799 67 6 

1800 113 7 

1801 118 3 

1802 S7 5 



1803 
1804 
1805 
1806 



56 6 
60 1 
87 10 
79 





s. 


d. 


1807 


73 


3 


1808 


79 





1809 


95 


7 


1810 


106 


2 


1811 


94 


6 


1812 


125 


5 


1813 


108 


9 


1814 


73 


11 





s. 


d. 


1816 


64 


4 


1816 


75 


10 


1817 


94 


9 


1818 


84 


1 


1819 


73 





l820 


65 


7 


1821 


62 


5 


1822 


47 


2 



In 1804, a law was passed, prohibiting the im- 
portation of foreign com into Qreat Britain for 
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consumption, unless the average price was 63^.; 
and in 1815, it was enacted, that foreign com 
ehould be excluded, unless the average price was 
SOs. the quarter. 

In the years 1795 and 1796, there were some 
l3ifling importations of com and flour into Great 
Britain from the United States; again in 1799; but 
in 1800 and 1801 very considerable quantities were 
imported from thence. From the year 1805 to 
1814, prodigious quantities of bread materials were 
imported from the United States ; also, in 1817 and 
1818. Thus for fourteen years, within the range 
of twenty-two years, beginning in 1796, the British 
merchant was a customer to the American agricul- 
turist, and was paying him exorbitant prices for 
the produce of bis land, sometimes even three or 
four times more than would have been a fair or 
equivalent price for raising it. It was not only the 
British merchant who was purchasing com and 
flour, &c. in the United States, but Spain, Portu- 
gal, France, &c. were also occasionally receiving 
supplies. 

In 1803, the crop in Spain was remarkably 
deficient; the consequence was, that the same 
quantity of wheat which was sold in the province 
of Leon for 36 reals vellon, the fanega, was worth, in 
1804, 155 reals. Above nine millions of fanegas 
of com were imported into Spain in that year ; a 
great part of which was received from the United 
States. In 1811 and 1812, the prices of grain 
were again very high in Spain; for, although 
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the imports iato Great Brit^tp during tbo^ 
two yaarsy were v^y i3pfisiderab)e^ yet ia )ftll 
aQd |8J2 ^Bglan^ w^s obligpd to sep4 gMftn 
and flour to the Peninsula, for tb^ aopport 
of the Britii^ troops. By tl^ea^ meaas, there 
was, dursng the^e two years> an actuf^) ei^im^ 
pf expoots of grain, a^i^^ittniiog to the* Bum #f 
700,000/. in value, over the M^poit^. The W^t 
India islsinds h^^, £6r aboiit twenty yfann, dmwti 
their chief supply of breMi materials from the 
Uqited States; and many cargoes of flour were 
also sent to the Brazils. Haice, in consequence of 
the vast foreigp deioand for grain, the American 
agriculturist wa:s gt^atiy wcoqraged; aiid tbon- 
annds of acres of land w^re aEn^MaUy cleared* and, 
l^ing cultivated, produced crops of grain. The 
high price of com in Great Britain stimulated the 
English farmer to make oiew e^^rtiow io enlarge 
his crppp. Henc^, large tracts of waste lands 
thrpc^hout th^ kiQgdom were enckvsed myi^ odlti- 
vated, ^d infi^rior lands were mwur^ ; so tjMh 
in the year ISIQ, importation had so nearly ofaaod, 
that no more th^n 500^000 quarters were imported ; 
which is scarcely on6*eightiet(i part of the 9W&a«l 
(or five days,) coni^mption of the couQtry* Sim^ 
that ypj^r^ Gre^t Britain has not furnished a mj»rket 
Cor grain to the American fanner. Such, indeed, is 
the operation of our corn^ laws, that, althpngh in 
onp year JSrigla^d may be a purchaser of millions of 
qnarters of corn, yet in the following one her porte 
may he closed. 
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Excepting; to some ef the West India iriands, 
subee 18 Id thei'e bas heesot Iktle expertatito of 
gnalk asd £bur from the U«ted StirteB. In dbci 
yenrs ldl9 «id 1820, the sanke qpiantifcy o(f corn 
wasjcaUiTated by theAmeiicsln fitraMr aer formclrly} 
bat tor want of niarkets, it lay on hand, in tbe 
year 1821, less was raised ; and the crop wtt) be 
still diminished in the year 1822. But, as their 
manufactures are yet in their infancy, it is not easy 
for those who have employed themselves in agricul- 
ture, to gain a livelihood in any other mode. Many 
American farmers, possessing large tracts of land, 
do not wish to see that part, which at great labour 
and expense has been cleared and made fit for 
cultivation, going again to waste; and therefore 
it is very probable, that for several years to 
come, more grain will be cultivated than will be 
wanted. 

The quantity of grain annually raised in the 
United States will be about twenty-five millions of 
quarters, and the regular consumption would not 
amount to twenty millions; but when prices are 
extremely low, the greater quantity which will be 
given to cattle, &c. and distilled into whiskey, will 
causes two or three millions of quarters more to be 
consumed. It is in the nature of things, that, if 
more grain be raised than is wanted, and if the 
agriculturist cannot dispose of it, excepting at a 
price which will not reward him for his labour, 
he will cease to cultivate his poorest lands, and 
thus the quantity produced will be diminished. 
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. In treating, of the sitaation of the farmer in the 
United States, we must always bear in mind, 
that he is. not burdened with taxes, poor's rates, 
tithes, or rent; therefore, upon a very slight altera- 
tion from the present, his situation will be amelio- 
rated, and he will i^ain be rendered comfortable 
and prosperous* 
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CHAPTER X. 



MANUFACTURES AND COMMERCE. 

The commerce of this vast country was far from 
being contemptible, even virhen the United States 
were considered as colonies of Great Britain. As 
time advanced, it was always on the increase ; and 
at the period of the revolution, it had acquired a 
magnitude of sufficient importance to attract the 
attention of every civilized nation throughout the 
world. 

In the year 1769, the colonists had 642 vessels, 
containing 126,600 tons, and which employed 
7,596 seamen, engaged in foreign and domestic 
trade. In the year 1772, the export trade from 
Great Britain to the colonies of North America, 
amounted to 6,022,132/. which at that period bore 
a considerable proportion to the whole exports of 
the mother country. The imports from Great 
Britain, and the exportation from the colonies of 
the return cargoes^ which consisted of cotton^ 
indigo, tobacco, ashes, &c. did not, however, com- 
prise the whole of their commerce. The chief 
part of the 642 American vessels were employed in 
the fisheries, and in exporting lumber, live stock, 
&c. to the )Vest India islands. 
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' it has been already noticed, that when the 
stamp act was passed, in the year 1764, the 
colonists, being well aware of the importance of 
their trade to the mother country, resorted to 
the measure of not importing any goods from 
Great Britain during its continuance. The repeal 
of this obno^^ioiis impost caused a renewal of 
their commercial intercourse. This harmony was, 
however, ng&iii disturbed by the fi^mio^ retenn^, 
act of 1767, which imposed a tRic ttpati the cok^ 
nists, by levying a duly upon tea, &c. TWs 
cfhte tAtfTt caused an int^ituptlon to their com* 
i<iei^cml pui^tiits; and a6 a geneful retdlt Mott 
afterwards took place throtighout the c^iloni^^ 
by which they incurred the indignation of the 
British government, the whole power of th<^ 
£nglish navy was employed againiit theu, and, as 
a natuhil cbnsequence, their commence was d^ 
^royed; ndf could it be resvimed till the tre^tty 
df peac6 in 1782, which rendered the thirteen 
colonies for ever independent of Gre<kt Britain. 

That a vigorous and elitefprlsing p6^pnlatioii 
of three millions and a lialf of people, podse^is* 
ing a sea-coaiit of more than two thoui^and tiiilei», 
with every advantage of good harbdnrs, and 
havmg cotton, rice, indigo, tobacco, &c. to give 
in eitohange for manufkctared goods, should pro- 
secute a considerable trade, is not a subject to 
ejtcite afetonishmeut. At the commencement of 
their independence, there were very few, if any, 
manufactories throughout the Union. Prior to 
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tid8 period, they bad been chiefly dependent npon 
Greftt Bntain for their supplies, tboagb some 
articles, particularly dotb, were imported from 
varicnid parts of £crrope« fiat from the time tbat 
tbCTT independence was acknowledged, their com- 
merce increased in an unexampled manner* 

In the year 1793, while all the European 
powers were involved in destructive warfare, the 
inhabitants of the United States remained at peace^ 
and busily employed themselves in agticnlture 
and commerce. Jhktmg this year, their exports 
alone amounted to ^011, 78& dollars, which 
were distributed among the nations in the fol- 
lowing manner : — To Russia 5,769 ; Sweden 
310,427; Denmark 870,508; Holland 3,169,536; 
Great Britain 8,431|239; Imperial porte 1,013,347; 
Hans Towns 792,537; France 7,050,498; Spain 
2^237,950; Portugal 997,590 ; Italian ports 220,688; 
Morocco 2094; East Indies 253,131; Africa 
251,343; West Indies 399,559 ; North-west Coast 
of America 1,586 ; Uncertain 3,986. In the West 
India inlands of all nations, they found a ready 
market for lumber, live stock, and provisions of 
every kind ; and under the flag of neutrality, thmr 
shipping became the common carriers of all £u^ 
rope. Even Great Britain was indebted on thk 
occasion to the services of this republic* 

To the dreadful calamities of war, even the 
elements appeared to add their effects against 
Great Britain, and some other parts of Europe; 
which created a demand for flour, &c. from the 
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United States. Thus it appeared that even famine 
lent its aid, to benefit this new and rising em- 
pire. Every occurrence united to favour them; 
and riches in consequence flowed in abundantly. 
This favourable tide of prosperity continued un- 
til the peace of Amiens in 1802. This peace, 
however, was not of long continuance. War being 
again declared between Great Britain and France 
in April 1803, the great advantages of the carry- 
ing trade once more devolved on the United 
States. Throughout all Europe, the West India 
isles, the East Indies, and China, the ^' star- 
spangled banners,^' were again waving, and the 
colonists were carrying on every where a most, 
lucrative and extensive commerce. During this 
time, they truly experienced **the golden days of 
commercial aggrandisement." In this war. Great 
Britain had to put forth all her energi^; for 
nearly all the kingdoms of Europe lay prostrate 
before the overwhelming power of France. 

To avoid the calamities of war, and allured 
by the prospects of commercial advantage, great 
numbers of British subjects had entered into the 
merchant service of the United States; and, as all 
spoke the same language, the detection was ren- 
dered extremely difficult; and more especially so, 
as the Americans extended their protections with 
the greatest facility to those who took shelter 
under their flag. The British, aware of this cir- 
cumstance, contended for the right of searching 
American vessels, to discover British seamen, — to 
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prevent the transmission of warlike stores and con- 
traband goods from one port to another, — and to 
seize such property as could be proved to belong 
to the enemy. In prosecuting this search, it fre. 
quently occurred, that American citizens were 
impressed into the British service ; and it some- 
times happened, that their vessels were unjustly 
detained. The British government also contended 
for, and practised, the right of declaring different 
ports in a state of blockade; although they had 
no land forces near the place: hence many Ame- 
rican vessels were seized and condemned, for vio- 
lating what they termed paper blockades. 

But if the Americans had reason to repro- 
bate' the conduct of Great Britain, they had also 
equal cause of complaint against France. Ame- 
rican property had long been sequestrated in 
Spain, France, and elsewhere, by the order of the 
French government, upon the most frivolous pre- 
texts. At length. Napoleon issued his famous 
Berlin and Milan decrees; and the British Go- 
vernment also issued their orders in council, all 
of which tended to facilitate a rupture. The 
American government, in the meanwhile, consider- 
ing that neither of the belligerent powers had 
respected their neutndity, resorted to measures 
of embargo and non-intercourse; so that at 
length. Great Britain and the United States be- 
came involved in war. The immediate conse- 
quence was, that the foreign commerce of the 
Americans was annihilated, and their ships, which 
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had \ra^ed theif Inmnecs m erevjF poft, wete 
doomed to rot in their harbours. Manttikctiited 
g€^od$ immediatdy advaiicod to aa ebormom 
price; ythiUt their co^im^ toblcco» rie«, &c 
were scarcdy of any value. To coanteract in 
part the fonoter evil, many cotton and woott^a: 
manufactories were at thid time dvected iii dif- 
ferent parts of the Union^ chiefly in Massochti^ 
sells, Rhode Island, Connectieilt, NewYork, Pena'« 
sylvama^ and Maoryland. 

The peace of Ghent, between QresA Bvitaiiii 
and the United Statesy in 181,4, however^ restored 
their fordgn commerce; buit the great ik&un <if 
British and other European goclds,^ which they 
received immediately after that pacifieatiouy 
riuned thetv infent cottoii and wodleB nunaia^- 
tofie». Partial attempts have since bees made 
to revive threm; and there is wq'w a consideiaiblc^ 
party in the Union, who strenously contend for tdie 
ivapamig of higber duties upon the importation of 
manufaetiifed artides, in order to encourage their 
domestic trade. These men state,, tb^ it woirid 
promote the agricultural interest, for a povtiott of 
the population to be employed in maftufoefitres, 
af^ this would take off or consume the amrplus 
produce of flour, &c. A variety of similar rea^ 
sons BMe advanced by the maau&ctur^rS' and 
tbeir supporters^, all of which t^od to persuade 
the govermnent to increase the duties oa foreig^n 
goods, but more particularly &a cotton and woollen, 
aiid some other maaufaectured articles; 
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The duty at pres^it upo^ neariy aU maom- 
i^ctui^d artidea is 27f per cent, ad valorem, but 
«o colton goods are to be conaidered as of 
less vHue t^an ^ cents^ or 12|i/. Engliah, the 
square yard. But sjb some of the low^r sorts 
of British caMcoes, as well as the low sorts of 
East India oottoa goods, are not now worth 
more tlian one«-third of that sum ; it thecefore 
rescdts^ that upon goods of this description, there 
is now an actual duty of 75 per cent ad valerem. 
Under thes^ circomstanees, many persons main- 
tfuo» that tilie present duties are p^ectly sufi- 
eieiit, not only to protect, but likewise to encou^ 
rage the American manufactuf^s ; and that, should 
they languish under such high protecting duties, they 
are MKt worth upholding* They argue also, that 
it mi^t injure the southan planters, who cul- 
tivate •or raise cottoijL; and these, with their slaves, 
&c. are vdry numeroi^. Part of the population 
of North Carolina, the greater portion of South 
Carolma, Georgia, Mississippi, Alabama, &c. are 
employed in tfce growth or production of cot- 
ton. The quantity generally produced tj^e, is 
abd^t oAe hundred and &8:y «eiillions of pounds 
wdgbt; aupfnorting a population of more than 
a. nillioa ind«/viduak, including those eaployetfl 
in sawing w p^Ating, eli^nii^, and pressing, &c. 
of tto quantity two-tlwds, or about one hu»- 
i^ed miltiona of pounds weight, are exported to 
Great Sritain^ 

Including the cotton, tobacco, rice, &c. ex- 
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ported to Great Britain, we may safely calculate, 
that one million of the population of the United 
States are employed, or supported, by the Bri- 
tish trade: nor is this the whole; those who 
cultivate cotton, tobacco, &c. purchase their com, 
their beef, pork, &c. from the farmers in the 
Eastern and Western States. Admitting . that 
twenty-five thousand persons, (or, including the 
families, one hundred thousand,) are employed 
or supported in Great Britain to manufacture 
goods for the American market ; neither the pro- 
fits to the British manufacturer, nor the numbers 
employed in the fabrication, are any thing to 
compare with the profits to the cultivator, nor to 
the great numbers of the American population, 
who produce, or are benefited by the production, 
of the raw article. In fact, we may consider that 
the duties levied, in the United Std-tes, on British 
manufactured goods, are in some respects similar 
to the imposition of a tax on British labour. 

Supposing the Americans were to exclude all 
British manufactured goods, and that instead 
of twenty-five thousand British labourers with 
their families, the same number of American 
citizens were employed and supported, to pro- 
duce those articles which they now import from 
England, and which yield a revenue of twelve 
millions of dollars to the United States govern- 
ment, — what would be the consequence? It could 
not be expected that Great Britain would allow 
the importation of their raw materials : instead of 
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this, they would encoui'age other countries to 
produce the article. The citizens of the United 
States have the benefit of producing one hundred 
millions of pounds weight of cotton, not one- 
fourth of which is manufactured for their own use ; 
it therefore follows, that the whole of the popu- 
lation employed in producing seventy-five mil- 
lions of pounds weight of cotton, would have to 
cultivate some other article. This would clash 
with the farmer, who produced his bread and 
other necessaries of life. If, therefore, the govern- 
ment should yield to the clamours of the faction 
who are teasing them to increase the duties; 
the southern planters would find, too late, that 
their interest has been sacrificed. 

1 am of opinion, that cotton will not cost the 
plants more than six or seven cents the pound; 
the price latterly has been ten to fourteen cents, or 
from 5d. to 7^. English; and at present, 1822, it 
is from 16 to 22 cents the pound. The Ameri- 
can shipping interest is likewise greatly bene- 
fited by the British trade; for not only the raw 
article is imported into Great Britain by them, 
jbut the manufactured goods are exported hence 
chiefly in American vessels. 

Some persons conceive there are obstacles 
almost insurmountable, which will prevent the 
successful establishment of cotton and woollen 
manufactories in the United States; but this 
opinion in a great degree is erroneous, At first, 
ivhen factories were erected, which was during 
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the proaecttitioa of tbe war agaiost Great Brilain, 
tbey were built by cofapanie^^ or sbare-holders; 
80 that shares of 100 dollars or i»ore were fiob* 
ficribed for, imttl they amoimted to a certain suxsl 
To conduct tbe business, mana^rs were appointed, 
ao^e of whom had lai:^ salaries allow^. Now, 
BO long as establislunents conducted in tbis mode 
continue profitable, the share-holders will be ear 
tisfied with tbe management; bui a reverse of 
circumstances will produce complaints. Wbflst 
the W9^ continued, great profits accrued from aM 
the manufacturing establishments; and in most 
instances, the profits were expended in increas- 
ing or enlarging the factories. But wben peace 
took place between Great Britain and tbe United 
States, tbe ruin which ensued to these establish- 
ments produced nothing but acrimony amiM^gst 
the share-holders. /This was the case nearly in 
every instance. 

The factories in the United States, in general, 
are frame or wooden boildtngs, containing 4me 
thousand spindles, chiefly throstle spindles^; ifnith 
cards, and other requisite machinery for pi^pa- 
ration, they cost from thirty to forty thousand 
dollars. After the peace, neaiiy tfU tliese c«m- 
cems were dosed, and the factories, with their 
machinery, were soid at one^sev<eiitb, and in some 
instances at one-twelfth, of the original cost. 

In consequence of these fectories (or, as they 
are called, by the Americans, mills) being offered 
at such . low prices ; after a lapse of two years 
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Aowk tbe cotuslnuim o# <^6 war, about one^tfaird 
of them were woiked ; bcrt in three out of four 
iiistaaaces, lo9(S wm the result. For two years 
pMt, the ortiele of cotton has been di«clinitig ia 
price. Bat tibie high duty upon the loww descrip*- 
tion of cotton goods ittiported^ has enconre^ed 
several again to engage hoik in cotton and wooU«n 
fiictories« 

Some of these estaiblishmeBts, howefver, are at 
present profitable; more especkilyi, one which 
i$ carried on atWcdtham, near Boston, in Massa- 
cbndotts. This is <lie lai^est concern in the Uinen^ 
There are abont £000 throt^e qfitndles woriced 
tJhere ; and several Kachnie*makers from England 
and Sco<tend state, that theire is not in Great Bii- 
tain a cotton fectory with more complete ms^ 
chinary, or one that is better adapted for woi4cing 
goodd of a coarse description. Those who con- 
^mct tfaiae staUishment a^e g^idemen of property; 
anl ^are are not more than four or five persons 
iBtarecrted. 

Ind^eaukmtly of the preceding and a few 

otiiers, the cotton Victories in the United StaHes 

nre chiefty tirifling establishments, C(»ducted hy 

pempns who hsMre Kkde or no capital, and who, in 

C0|i9equeace, labour nnder great difficulties. They 

have to aUow a coimnisjsion for tbe purchasing of 

tbe raw article, and afterwards, when it is tna^n- 

factnred, they are obliged to forward it to some 

agent, im order to obtain an advance : another heavy 

OMmfsgion is charged on the sale of the manu- 

o 
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Pictured goods. These commissionsi together with 
defective machinery, have ruined many. 

At the Waltham establishment, they have 150 
power looms ; and in several others they have alio 
power looms, but in general not more than twenty, 
indeed, I know of no other factory but the Wal- 
tham where they have fifty. The power looms 
cost about eighty dollars each; and to have twenty, 
fitted up with dressing-machine, &c. would cost* 
near 2000 dollars. 

In Great Britain, from the low price of weaving, 
power looms are nearly discarded. Twist or ywn 
of a better quality is required for these looms, than 
what can be worked in the common handrloom. In 
the United States, where the expense of weaving is 
greater than in England, these power looms can be 
worked at 25 per cent* less than hand weavii^. 

It is calculated, in America, — considering the 
interest on the purchase of power looms, necessary 
repairs, oil, and wages to those who att^id, — that the 
weavmg of coarse yam, Nos. 14 to 16, vrill cost, 
in an 800 reed, 2 cents, or Id. English, the yard of 
three-quarters wide. The price of hand weaving is 
2| cents for shirting calicoes, in a 700 reed ; ging- 
hams, or stripes, in an 800 reed, 4 cents per yard« 
In the United States it is considered^ that to pay 
the rent of a cotton-mill, wages, and all other re- 
quisite expenses, the cost of spinning cotton, yam^ 
or twist, of all numbers below 12, would be 10 
cents, or 5^d. English money, the pound. I believe, 
at Waltham they will be able to spin at 25 per cent. 
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less, in consequence of their superior machinery. 
The.ms^hineiy. generally employed in the United 
States, is of a poor description. At Paterson, near 
New York,, there iare nine factories in operation, 
and, excepting one or two of these factories* 
an experienced machine-maker informed me, that 
ihe machinery of all the rest was of little value. 
Several of the. factories there, although they had 
1500 spindles movmg, did not spin more than 
about 1200lbs. weight of • yam per week, averaging 
No. 10. One factory there, conducted by Mr. 
Morris, with no more than 500 spindles, executed 
nearly as much; in consequence of the superiority 
of his machinery. 

The rent of a cotton factory with machmery, in 
the Umted Staties, is generally one dollar per annum 
for each spindle, and this includes water power. 
Cotton machinery will cost there about 40 per cent, 
more than in Gresit Britain, but some good British 
workmen are to be obtained. I certainly believe, 
that an establishment or factory of 10,000 spindles, 
having the most approved machinery, with power 
looms, and provided the conductors had a suffi- 
cieal capital to purchase cotton, givibg an itnme- 
dkite piayment, and incurring no <^0mQii£»sion npon 
the sale of the maimfactured article, might realize a 
profit of 15. per cent, more > than in Xjrteat J^tain, 
which would :f^Uy counterb^ance for the diSeranoe 
o£ wages, &c. ii» Ameirica.*: A^mittmf^ tiiajtilabokir 
iuvAoierii^ isioae^tbirci Jiigber .^teto in^Gtmt 
Btk^m 1 then ^he f(>llo wing^ calculation } will sh^w. 
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tlifttt ewa vriik that disBdvtttage, the manafiu:tm«r 
ID the United Stetes may cope with die Britiah. 

The present pri^ of cotton im the liTerpoal 
market) is for Bowed (Georgia cotton about 9d. 
per lb. 

IN ENGLAN.D. 

£. 5. A 

i)oitori001kof<i6ttoa,ai8d.per.UK « 3 15 

M«i9^»cliirii^ llie taiqe mta 37f yards c^ 

cofttabout. ••«•««««••«, ^••••«....»^.. « 5 

Duty m the United States, expense of shipment, &c. 

taking it at 33^ per cent, ad valorem • • • • •' iS 18 4 

■ ^ » I ' ■ 

Costtn Great Britain, ••.•«•••••«. ..£11 13 4 

IN THE UNITED STATES. 

Cost of 100 lb. of fiimiUr cotton at New York^ 

atlGcents 16 00 

' Manufacturing the same • « ; 29 45 

• IMIftfs 45 44 

I' l l I •• 
Equalto*. 10 4 6 

In favour of the American manufacturer ••••.«•.• £l 8 10 

This caleubttion snpposes equal maohiaary 
to he employed n tiie United States as -kk Ghmit 
Britain ; and there is no doobt timt when they hne 
eqaid maehmery there, and a anfficient capital, 
tbat wifli the pDesent dntMs, in the process of time 
the British mannfacturer will be exeliided from Hie 
aMrket At l^rescoEit, I conceive that the quantity 
of cotton t|nst maaufaetnred tiironghout theUaion 
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will be hmt two hundred aad fifty thocisaiid poonili 
weiglit per week^ or db<mt thirte^i miUiaiis d 
ppmids par ammm, which in weight will be equal 
to, more tiiaA one-fimrth of the whole coiumilip^ 
tmn of the country: this wiU make about fifty, 
millions of yards of cotton cloth. 

11iew$ge6 given to those who are employed 
in these factories, are^ in gca(ieral,**->to the pnnei-^ 
pal earders, eight to ten dcdbtrs per week; tiie su- 
p^tmidant of the tfairostle room, aeyen to tm» 
ddfe^its; other men, fit)m five to six doUasis; a hoy 
«f 10 to 19 years of age, four dollars ; girls em* 
ployed at the power looms, two and a half to 
tiiree dollar?; girls and: boys employed in Anp 
card «Hheb, one and a quarter to two doUajra. Im 
the l^uroatle room, from two to two and a half 
dollars per wecJ^* Mule spinners, stretchers, and 
reders jreceive about one- third more than the 
prices in Emglaad. In general, the conduetora of 
the factories keep a shop or store; and it iH 
atipuk^ed that one half of the wages shall be 
paid in groceries, &c. This will of ci^ume rtf^ 
(duw the wages about ten per cent. 

J hftve th^ endeavoured to give a io^ «cao«at 
€^ the cotton manu&ctories in the Usated St4tes« 
IB order that persons ^ig^ed m wooUen and 
o^« manulhcturing oecupolacais may form som4 
idea of the difference of expense in America t^ 
what it is in Qreat Britam. 

Mannfai^riB^ establisbm^ts may be cour 
^^ed as being now permanently fixed in all the 
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Eastern IStates, in MM*ylaad, and at PittsbvgrLex^ 
ington,' and several o^r tDi¥n» in/thie Westeior 
States. A situation; or site; for erecting ^a fectorf 
with seventy 'to' eighty horn inrater ' pomar; withki it 
oonvelrient d&teyace 'of iair mavket; >ca0 be' poi^* 
chased for three or four 'thoiiisand dollars. i» 

Besides cotton and woollen faetoTi6fe,»lliere 
are a^ < few f foi^ manufacturing duck foir sait-cfotk' 
A grefltt part ^of the flaj^; or raw article, for thdiM 
eetiakblishments, is imported^ from Russia' or'lf)^ 
land. '■ But to encdurage this branch of tradei' 
tiie American government contract, with ^^ 
manufacturenf; for the duck/ at a: price/ as I am 
informed, of more than ^80^ per cent;' above lll^il? 
for whidi they could obtain it from Rtrtsitf. t-'?'* 

It must not be disi^6mt)led,' that th^' are 
^Circumstances which reiider it tlisagreeaWfe' -ti? 
cai¥y on manufactures itf America.' The woifc' 
men: are under very little* Subjection: Msomethn^ 
they are absent from their work for i^veral dayd) 
to' the great detriment of the employer? biit 
should they -be reprimanded, it^tnight Cause tiW 
proprietor to be insulted; and the indignation of 
Ihe working people, in Ihi* land of equality, is 
really to *be drteded. Those woricmen who are 
dttentilve, and of eonotiiical habits, sooti acquire a 
little property ; and witfc this they will buy tend, 
aAd qrtit their former employers, f^ all species of 
servitude is disliked in the United States. There is 
nothing 4o prevent these manuft:<!;tories from in- 
creasing; even with the present ditties; and it^ 
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bat proper, tkat the British government sbouldi 
fix a higher impost upon cotton of the growth 
of the United States. Indeed, to fix a duty upon 
the raw article in proportion to what is exacted 
upon British manufactures in the country from, 
whence the raw article has been exported^ would 
peiliaps be the most efibctual means to prevent 
tbeir manufactories rivalling those of Great Bci-l 
tain. It is perfectly fisdr, if. the .British employ a 
number of ^cultivators of cotton in America, for^ 
them to say. You must in return employ our ma-f 
nujEetctuvers. . Tbe exports frcMn the United States at* 
present amount to about, seventy millions of dol*: 
kurs in value. Twenty millions of this , aoxount. 
are in the re-exporting foreign goods* One half 
of the whole exports are to Great Britain. The 
amount of goods imported into the United States* 
exceeds eighty millions of dollars. 

There are considerable establishmients of hat- 
ters, brewers^ shoe-makers, distillers, iron foundws, 
paper makers, glass makers, — with iron-forges, 
cut nails, slitting mills, rolling mills, gunpowd^ 
works, icoarse pMtery ware» &c. 

Many ^of the manufactories in the Easteru* 
States of New York and Pennsylvania are very, 
large eatabUshments. They not only supply those, 
states, with hats, but they send large, quantities! 
1;0 the Middle and Southern ones, especi^y 
to Savannah, Charleston, and New Orleans.. 
The British h3.t«mmufacturer is nearly excluded 
from the market. It is not more than four years 
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Abc^ tbd aU wko hftd ittiy preUilBions to gMf^ 
taityi paMhated htfte at ei|^ dr tat dolibum each^ 
AMe ctvtaialy wefe kandaome^ ir^4iHide beaiver 
]tete4 Lately^ lK)w^yer^ other hafe iaite Iimd i»« 
tvodtced^ which at first look eqwUjr w^ mth 
II10B6 expeiiMTe omeau TlRfia ara aoM at fiidv 
doilara, aAd at ptesait very feir piifciia« the 
h^-pnred hatcu 

ThtK arft several br«iw6fu»9 to the United Btatea^- 
6S)leciaBy in New Y^rh taid PmiiiirfliralKia, li^Mse 
th^ teew b<4h ale atid ipahm. At souse of theati 
they hi%^ ftoitt silc to tM Ikowuid faatf^ ^ 
atotti*. A donsideraMe 'qatetity i» ee«t to tin 
Southern as&rket} but Ihi^ Bntish potter is sw 
dittoh MperieTy ^t it' obtaipB m ideesded! prefi»« 
euee, m that a tast qomtilj k etillM imported 
ft^tai Giteat Blitaitt. Ibi ptioe of ale aiid povteri. 
of American brewings ib from i/re to feibmn dc^bos 
pikf btorel; hiU all the midt liqaor bwvetil tfiere 
11^ if^ly inferior to qbaMty^to the Btitish. 

Stua^'smd boeta are made^ilt great ^^uontitsea^ 
^md'th^ may b« parihasod at :yety low piieaa 
in the Eastern States p»rti^ali$ itt ifossa^tot^ 
settiiy Obd Kew Jerae^. Boote %i^ *old. wlfole^ 
sale at 'from tw^. to t1^e«r tobtiat^ per pai^) atoea 
ftofn tht?CHqii«Hw&^'>tD on^doHiff perpAkl Tb^ 
n^dteinaRy hools tt»d ^hdfesiwHh ^Aiobdi^ or^tup^ 
pctt p^> with which, MAtead of i^itdiihglheadleS', 
tl^ Mien them together ; <tie ^ jplkice of these is 
rtith^ tess. The Eastern 8tace«j'%teA diafiy sboea 
tio the Middle oties; and the Southern States 
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am alowtt aitiDei]i ftupfilibd Amn Ifaence. Tbere 
«e ivBH sliMB now imiiorted from Qseal Brftaaid 
tfaad^ in iiro airtidfi8» hBto and aiiOQi» joquiiiaip 
iMuoMiak; Ifibodtv theAiiiertcai»» in eonraqiieacct at 
ttaking^itfceia m diea|^ ha^i^ snccMcled ao/as ten 
ptetent any f^raign cM^petatikUL. . 

Diatifiiagi in .the'lIaitodiStateay is carried tW^ 
'to a g»at cKteot;; tbtire 4fe a few eatabliat^ 
lieiUa in >Maasacfaafietto». N^w Yoxk^ and Penfet 
sjdvaoia^ and alta in avpie. oi the We9tem towws^ 
Some of rdie distilidms /wotk tntiii^ tiom mp^ 
hatesv otfiera from gram; tke formar ia diatiUoA 
into ram, and the latter generaUy.into gin usA 
whiakey. Thea^ artide^ whiskey,. giii» Jmd 
roM, ard aold whbleaale by . the diatiUers at howk 
tkictjNMmen imd a half to fifty c^nts per gaUoiif 
Qi about Is. 9d. to S^. 9d. per galkai» aterlins* 
WlKon <^d^ is .aiade> a c^onsiderabie qnantilor b 
£tf BBenled^ and diatdled into what ia.qaUed ap|^ie« 
brandy; this biflold lut tbesMne pridce aa Amerioaa 
fhflu Ptochefr.are alao fermented^ and dirtilted 
^ito whftt is: toiw^d p^acfe-brandy ; ^the :who]b 
aale piioeis fiHMktaiialf to tbree^qaafctete of a4ol« 
lair per gallon. In .New Odeansii in. 1^1, tb^n^ 
aaadii of banrek of «4ii8k6y were broqght 4<>wn: 
tiie Mksiteifipi^ nnd ^oJd At the very low pric# oi 
sixteen to twenty' eenls h gatton ; which k ^mk 
to mdySdi dr llif^ per gaUon, of English mppey. 
More then tfa&rty miUioas of gallons of : ^d«9t 
spkks are annually diistiUed and cpnsnmed W 
the liniled States. 
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^ In diffinmit parte <^ ihp Uiihad States^ . iron- 
ore aboiuuU ; and there ai|e^:both in the Evtcni 
awd Weetern States, forges eatahlished; togetiker 
witb roUii^ and slitting mils. The^^ndity ot 
the iron is said to be good: it is 8oid:ia hars^ 
at about four and a half dollars per lmndred\ 
pounds. There are se¥eral miLnufactares. of cut 
naite: these are made obi^y. byiraad^nery, in 
which the nail is cut frooi'the bar^ and headed* 
The working of these foiywyi &c. and the mak- 
ing, of cut nails,. have oaused the exportiaticm of 
these articles from Great Britain to the United 
States to be much diminished. 

There are several paper x makers, pact|ciilarly 
in the Eastern States^ New York, and. Penn- 
sylvania.^ A French gentleman is no w. jesiablisb- 
ing a manufau^tory near the city of Xfew York, 
to make paper upon some new mode« The Ame- 
ricayx writing paper is not so good as the British f 
bot^' in this manufactory, they are succeeding^ 
and in a very short time there will be but littlq 
paper imported. There are several gunpowder 
makei»s, and the quality of this article is tolerably 
goodv There are also glass worics ; one of which/ 
at Boston in Massachusetts, certamly exhibits 
some beautiful specimens of work^ .b<>^ in the 
clearaesB and cutting of the glass. 

. There are several exteninve establishments in 
Massachusetts, New York, Philaddphia^ Pitts- 
burg, &c. of iron founderies. Their castings are 
good; and I have seen several steam-engines 
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both oil the high-^preesure and also on Bolton 
said Watt's principle, of excell^it Americati work*- 
marasbip. The costkiabput twediiy-fitre per cent 
moretbaxt fm 'fiftgland. In N^w Orleansy fov 
some of the sugar plantations, the5F /still import 
liteanhaB^nes from <jk*eat ^l^tain^ ? 
'Ckbih^t making, coaih and.wag^h building, 
wood: and rash bottomed chairs, are all great 
branches? of business in the Eastern States, the 
iiihaibitants of which are not only supplied with 
these articles, but large quantities are sent to the 
Sbuthem States. The prices of these latter articles 
at present, in New York, are similar to tike prices 
in England. 

There are extensive works for soap-boiling, &c. 
in the Eastern States, and' from these the South- 
ern ones are supplied. There are not many sugar 
refiners; the Havannah clayed sugar is used in- 
stead of lump or refined sugar. Dyers, in the 
United States, charge much higher than in Eng- 
kxid; but there we few or no extensive estab- 
Hshments. Bleachers chaise about twenty per 
cent, more than in England : one cent per yard 
for bleaching cotton shirting, a«4 nine cents per 
pound for bleaching cotton twist. Manuliactur- 
ing establishments are nearly confined io the 
Eastern States; but the following are carried on 
at Pittsburg, Lexington, Louisville, and Cincin- 
nati — brewers, hatters, cotton smd woollen fac- 
tories, cabinet makers, button makers, iron found- 
ers, ship-building, (though nearly two thousand 
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wHbb from the sea) glass woric^ersi cutrnails, 
some other Jbrattckes* 

Before 1 qiiit tke salqect of manirf^tures, k is 
proper to state, that household^ or domestic mami-' 
fictores of woollen, linen, &c. are carried on to • 
great extent : many thouaands of fiinnlies spki and: 
make: up tketr own clotinng, sheets, table linen, 
&c. They purdmse cotton yarn, and hare it fi» 
quenjtly mixed with their linen mid woollen. Blaan 
kets, quilts, or coverlets, in short, nearly ertry article 
of domestic use^ k made, or a great part tnad^, in 
the femHy. It is supposed that nearly two-thircb 
of all the clothing, linen, blankets, &c« of those 
inhabitants who reside in the interior of the coun* 
try> are of home or household manufacture* It is 
the same in the interior \Kth both soap atid candles, 
for they hare no excisemen to prieyent their making 
those articles m the &miij. 

The foreign commerce 7)f the United l^ates 
consists of the exportation of cotton, rice, tobacco^ 
ashes, Sec. to Great Britain, France, Germaiky, and 
other parts of Europe. They have likewise c6» 
liiderable trade to all the West India islands, ex-^ 
ceptk^ those belonging to Great ^tam, frontt 
whence they are very propeiiy exiduded by the 
operation of the Bridsfa navigation laws. To Cuba> 
and die other West India isles, they take BovSt^ 
rhoey &c. and return with rum, sugar, molasdes, &c* 

The Americatts have likewise a considerable 
trade with the East Indies, and especially to Can- 
ton in China. It is said that the Americans are 
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imicb fitvoored by the Chinese. From China, they 
fetran urith teas, silks, nankeens, &c.; and some of 
their vessels are employed in teking teas, &c. from 
Cwiton to Holland, Germany, &c. 

The importations uito the United States con* 
«ist of manufactnred articles both from Europe and 
the Sast Indies ; also coflSs^, sagar, molasses^ &c. 
from the WMt Indies. 

There k a consideraUe intern^ commerce in 
the Uttited States. The Stmthem States attend to 
the cnltiTation of coiton, &c« and there is a con*- 
atent interdmnge of commodities betweai the 
different sections, of the Union, No less than 
aO,000 hogsheads of sugar, besides a great qu^rtity 
of molasseB, are sent from New Orleans to differ^ptt 
ptooes or sea-pctfts in the Union. The quantity of 
sugar produced in Louisiana is about twentyifive 
^mllions of pounds weight per aonum, wbach sugM* 
« flipped from New Orleans to tiU the. Atlaii^ 
states of the Union. About 2&»000 acres of land 
anenow under cidtifation with the sugar-cane ia 
^e United Stataa; but there are S00,000 acres of 
kmd in timt ooentry. which tnight be employed in 
the sane way. . Tbe Westcam StlEttes, and some of 
the others, (Hioduce about twelve nultions of pounds 
of SB^or from the sugar maple tree* The quantity 
of augar consumed in ihe United States is net 
less than ninety milHons of pounds weight ao^ 
nnaUy* 

In the Eastern States, the commerce from l^ie 
sea-pori towns t» the interior is considerable. On 
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the North river, which empties itself into the ocean 
near the city of New York^ tho'usands of sloops ^m 
employed. On the Mbsissippi, the nambers of 
steam-boats, keel boats, and flat-bottomed boats, 
carrying merchandise and produce, it is really 
surprising to witness, especially in such a recently 
settled country. In fitct, a very active intemd 
commerce is carried on in the United States. 

When articles of merchandise are sold in the 
United States, the purchaser gives his note of hand 
for the amount of the purchase, if die goods are 
bought at a private sale ; but if at public auction, 
then the creditors of sale require the note of die 
purchaser, togedier with the endorsement of some 
responsible person. Most articles of merchandise 
are sold by public auction, and many upon a credit 
of three, six, or nine months. The conseqv^ice of 
this mode of sdlmg goods, (requiring an endorse- 
ment,) has sometimes produced lamentable . con- 
sequences. A sort of chain or link being formed 
by persons endorsing for each other, it sometimes 
occurs, that by the failure of one, numbers are in- 
volved, and thus the failure of several is occasioned. 
\¥hen a person has endorsed, dr .1^ BQM>ney,.to 
one in business, it is considered as ,a sort of 
honorary or privileged debt} and it ireqiiratly 
bdppens, that by liquidating. these obligations^itiiere 
is not a cent left .for the other creditors: but it 
often occurs, in failures in the United Statei^ that 
there its not a cent for iany one. i 

There are many banks in i the United States, 
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These are nearly all chartered companies, by the 
particular state in which such banks are situated* 
The»e banks are held in shares, generally of 100 
dollars! each; but often not more than half the 
amount subscribed for will be demanded. Gene- 
rally, twenty directors, a president, and cashier, 
are chosen from the stock-holders. The profits 
which are expected to arise from these establish- 
ments are by issuing their notes. I have mentioned 
the mod? of purchasing merchandise by notes of 
band: these notes in general are offered for dis- 
count ; for which, if the directors approve of them, 
they will give their own notes, charging interest 
^fter the rate of 6 or 7 per cent, per annum» by 
which means their notes get into circulation. 
. Althoi^h by the constitution of the cpuntry, 
nothing but the precious metals c^m be a legal 
tender for a money contract, yet there is very little 
of the precious metals ever seen. A bank having 
notes in circulation for millions of dollars, will per- 
haps not have more than 200,000 dollars in specie 
in their vaults. In all the states, excepting the 
"Western ones, the banks at present are in good 
repute; and if any one, on presenting their notes, 
should depiand specie, they would obtain it. This 
is the case generally, but there are many instances 
to the contrary ; and some country banks in all the 
States are continually failing. In the Western 
States, it would be attended with great difficulty 
to obtain specie for bank notes. , In some it would 
cost from ton to Jfifty per cent. 
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By some persons, a very proAtaMe ImnkMss 
id carmd on, which the Americans term Shaving, 
that is, discounting bank notes : for instance, a 
person of the city of New York, hating a nooH 
ber of notes, some of tkem of banks ki tke ki» 
terior of the state ; others, of banks at Georgia^ 
Louisiana, &c. ; in order to obtain cnnmit noiea, 
or specie, has to api^y to these shavers, or bm^ 
kers, who charge a certain discount, aeeotding 
to the distance, or degree e€ credit^ of the bank 
whose notes are offered. These brakera likewkpe 
discount notes of hand, or biUs, such aa Ae 
bankers would refuse. In siftne cases 1 hsLve kncmn 
two per cent, per month paid for money to Ihesa 
shavers. In some parts of the Western Ck>untry, 
it is difficult to transact business, in oonieqaence 
of the wretched state of their currency. F« 
small change, tickets or notes of only a quarter 
of a dollar are issued. 

JBesides the difibrent local banks, there k ooe 
general Bank of the United States ; but this ha* 
not been in operation more than seven yearer. 
The original shares or subscriptions to this bank 
were one hundred dollars. But by paying Isarge 
dividends to the subscribers for one or two yeare, 
the directors succeeded in causing bank atodk 
to advance to one hundred and fifty ddlars; 

Several had subscrftied for stock, who merely 
gave their own note virith an indorsement for 
payment. Indeed, the conducting of this baiAf, 
at one period, by the directors, vi^as in the high- 
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ert d^ree 8C8Ddaloii8, and in violation of the 
charter. At lengtli, in 1819, the whole iniquitous 
plan was exposed, and shares or stock fell from 
one hundred and forty-eight to ninety. At pre- 
scat it is under . diffiereiit managem^t; and al- 
thoE^ for. two years they hare paid no divi- 
ded, yet in a short time it is expected that 
divideiids will be made, and that bank stock 
Will be at par. 

I haore already mentioned, that: very little of 
the, precious metals is ever seen in the United 
States. Wbat they have, is locked up in the vaults 
of the different banks. Many thousand dollars 
me brou^t from the West India islands, parti- 
ciriarly from Havannah, although the government 
there ptmishes the att^npt^ of transporting specie 
by a heavy fine, and the forfeiture of the spiecie, 
whaiever discovered. But futile will always be 
the attempt of governments to restrain the ex- 
portation of specie. The Americans take, in value, 
more 4our, rice, &c. to Cuba, than they want 
in .sBgar, coffee, or molasses ; and , the precious 
metals, for the amount of the balance, will find 
its. way to the United States, in spite . of all 
preventive laws. From other sources also, the 
Americans obtain much specie. Their trade to 
China, £m teas, &c. causes much of die specie 
to dmvppe^; for most of the vessels which sail 
thither, take at least one hundred thousand dol- 
lars in silver. It is foreign to the object of this 
work to enter into a disquisition relative to the. 
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advahtages or disadvantages of tin commerce; 
bnt the diBin of specie, both from Europe and 
the United States, to sapport the tea trade, is 
esccessive. 

The comm^ce of the c<Mmtry would be much 
benefited by a general bankrupt law, for although 
the insoiv^it act of tte different states provides 
fi>r the making of an inscdrent debtor foidifiilljr 
to surrender all his property for the benefit of 
}m creditors, yet means m*e found to evade the 
jutentioii of these acts, and at present a com^ 
' plete system of firaud and villany is practised. 

Persons who have defrauded their creditors 
are not held in sufficient contempt. I know one, 
who bad evidently committed the most barefoced 
frauds, and had even been prosecuted by one of 
the banks at New York as a swmdler; yet tlie 
president of a contiguous, bank noticed and coun-* 
tenanced him. 

1 was once in a country place in New Jersey, 
where an inhabitant resided, who had been twice in 
the state prison for forgery. After his liberation the 
second time, when he arrived at the town, Jieari^ 
all the inhabitants welcomed him : they called his 
being convicted a misfortune, but said he was ai 
smart man. 

Until public opinion mark with odium the in* 
dividual who has acted fraudulendy, it is in vain to 
expect an honourable conduct. X myself was 
subject to one of the most vile and in&meua 
frauds, by a commercial house at New York; a 
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ftAhd whidh, iii tlnglan^^ &o mei'dbatit Wotrld have 
AAfed to pi^ctise. 

Thet*e is in gehe*al d very fepeettlative diisposi- 
tiOfi ^Ih the citizehB, and the (^oii§6(|tteiice is, thai 
there ttt^ grew numbers df insolvents. The in^ 
iMlv^tit, ho^ever^ i§ only freed froitt arrest; his pro- 
perty ite ftiwdys liable fot all obligations. To she# 
th^ ei^trethe fkcility of bbtliining thei benefit of the 
IflSOlveUt Act, ^tt ttttoMey at Philadelphia, ei 
^Htlettan of veracity^ informed me, that a person 
^j^pUcrd to hlra to assist him **in taking the benefit,'' 
Mit k terflied, of the act. The attorney I'eplied, 
*• Nothing is more easy, if you wiD give up all yotf 
pdisfitesii to yotfr creditors." " Give tip !'* Rejoined 
the dtheif ; " I wish to take the benefit. I have four 
tkoU^af]^ dolkri^ ; and thei^ tvill b& nd benejit in 
givltig thkt lipi to my ^teditofs!" The attorney, 
findlfig th^t the tnan wished it dommit boih fraud 
aad ^rjafy, refused to, i€tt '^ But (said he) the fellow 
^tkiiied the benefit; and wefi* through the act 
#iAdut the it»a^t opposition." 

B&Heriilg is very common throughout the 
United States, dspeci&lly iti the counti^; they 
terw it '' making trade." Thtis, if d fertaer goe^ 
to a cdonti^y Sho|)keej)er with floni*, beef, mutton, 
fte. tbe eotnmoft question is— *^ Will you make 
tradeff^ aiid it generally condudes by an exchange! 
6f commodities. This mode in a gredt degree 
arises from a Want of the circulating Medium, 
which Want is severely felt throughout tb^ United 
States. 
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1 have already stated, that the imports into the 
United States at present are about eighty millions 
of dollars in value, whilst the exports are not more 
than about seventy millions ; the balance of trade 
is, therefore, considerably against that country! 
The consequence is, that the course of exchange 
is much against them : at present it is 10 per 
cent. ; therefore any person emigrating to the 
United States, and being enabled after his arrival 
to draw bills on England, for every bill of lOOZ. 
will receive 110/. in America. This high rate of 
exchange operates much in favour of the American 
manufacturer; it is similar to the levying of an 
additional duty of 10 per cent.; for every mer- 
chant who is desirous of ordering 100/. worth of 
European manufactured articles, must remit 110/. 
to obtain them. The exchange being in this state, 
is also beneficial to the cotton and other planters, 
for many persons who are desirous of making re- 
mittances to Europe, send cotton, &c. rather than 
pay the present high premium for bflls. Cotton 
has accordingly sold much higher during this year 
than it did last; it is even 25 per cent, dearer. 
Perhaps it may be improper to ascribe the whole of 
this advance to the present high rate of exchange. 
I am aware that it is, in some respects, owing to the 
increase of French cotton manufactories; for the 
French purchaser now takes three bales of cotton 
where only three years since he bought but two. 
In the concluding part of this chapter, 1 shdl exhibit 
an jaccount of the quantity of cotton shipped in 1821t 
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from New Oileans^ by which it will be perceived 
that there was exported to, or intended for France, 
as much cotton as was sent to Great Britain. 

It is proper to observe, that New Orleans cot- 
ton is more used by the French manufacturer than 
Upland or Bowed Georgia cotton ; and that from 
the other ports of die United States, the quantity 
shipped to France is trifling, compared with that 
exported to Great Britain. It will be observed, 
that a considerable part of the cotton shipped from 
New Orleans has been sent to Cowes, Falmouth, 
Havannah, Pensacola, &c. from whence it was re- 
shipped to France ; about 10,000 bales of cotton 
w^e shipped in this way. This plan was adopted, 
in consequence of a discordance between the 
governments of France and the United States 
relative to the basis on which their commercial 
relations should be founded. The government of 
the United States is desirous that their vessels 
should be admitted into the French ports, vnth 
cargoes from, and as being the produce of, the 
United States, on paying the same duties as if 
those articles were imported in French vessels. 
In this the government of France very properly 
refuses to acquiesce. France takes from America 
the raw or bulky materisd, whilst America receives 
from France the manulBactured article. Now if 
France were to allow her comm^cial relations 
with the United States to be conducted on the 
terms which the latter government is desirous to 
obtain, and that in America no greater duties 
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were imposed on Frehoh vessels with manufac-t 
tared goods, than on American shipping; all the 
raw or bulky article would be exported ftom (he 
United States in their own vesselsi and, those 
vessels being in France, radier than return home 
empty or in ballast, woul4 take French manufoe-^ 
tured articles at a yery trifling freight; and by 
that means completely exclude all French ^l|ip^ 
ping from participating in the trade. The gCH 
Temment: of Great Britain l^as oiterod into a 
treaty with the United States on these un&vour- 
able terms, which the latter now want to impose 
upon France. The consequence has been, ^iA 
respect te Gneat Britain^ that there is not <mm 
British vessel anployed in the trade, w^iere tkare 
are ten Americans. 

In the message of the prc^dent of the United 
States, delivered on the fith of December, 18S1, 
alluding to this sut^ject, he says, **By an adt 
of copgres^, so much of the several acts whidi 
imposed higher duttest on foreign ve^seK and ^i 
the manufactures and produce of foreign camtr 
tries, when imported into the United Statea in 
foreign vessdis, than when imported in vessdt 
of the United States, was repealed, on the cobt 
dition that nmilar discriminatiBg duties, to the 
disadvantage of the United States, had Ukewiae 
been repealed by such nation : every natioB was 
allowed to import its products and manufactures 
in its own vessds, on the same conditions as if 
imported in United States vessels ; provided Mie 
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aoeotamodatiQa wiepe aUowed to American vesseb 
by tbe same foragn poweis, each party retainiDg: 
Um £%lit ta admit or pBohibit certain articles. 
Wiih lelatioiL to tlie tcmni^e of yessds, as the 
poodttetst of the United States were genecaUy* 
articks of the first Boeeanty, and of rode ma-' 
temfe. of great bulk, while the generdi imports 
wei^ priacqraUy maiiafaetttre& of less weight and 
carnage, it wias presumed, that this regulation 
woold only i etaan even a semblance of equality 
m fitvonr of the United States., The adrantage 
Wta exchisively oh thie side of countries exclu- 
flhidy manofacturiiig; and geneially witb Euro^ 
peas porwers. An indemnity t» proportions^^ 
lasa in Bnrope was expected from a trade with 
tbe colonies, into, which articks fonmng so Istfge 
a pvopoition of tbe exports of the United States 
woB' ndmitted, but excluded from Burope, ex* 
c&pt in eases* of emergency." 

For this p^trt of the speech, tiie president, can- 
not bie con^Iimented for a dear or concise style. 
iLny^ one, witb the least mercantile knowle^^, 
would ad^, €ffmL from the fiactei now stated, a» 
^[MnioD different irom that of the president, if 
tbe affticlts whicb America exports require move 
t<Hmage or move i^ssels than tbe articles whicb 
tfiey receim, tihe advantage must be eirtirelyy o# 
^^exdnsively,"* in Istyour ^of the shipping interest 
of tl]» Utoifted States; and tbe govemnient of 
France riews it in that light. The United Stata 
gonemmentt in endeavouring ix> obtain such ad- 
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vantages, acts very pcopeily, and ivitb dmm wfguA 
to the interest of its.own citiz^is. 

The concluding part of this extract, wjhidi't 
have made from the president's speech, allodes 
to the restrictions imposed by the. British go- 
vernment on Ammcan shipping in the Bri&h 
West India islands. The British govenunest 
has wisely determined, Umt British shifq^ing 
alone shall supply their West India islands. 
The Americans, in retaliation, will not allow auf 
British vessels to enter with caigoes from, or to have 
a clearance for, any port or {dace from whcm^e they 
are excluded. They supposed that. this meaiure 
would have caused the British to ofmk ihfek 
West India isles for American shipping; Imt ki 
this they have been disappointed. The British^ 
government firmly adheres to the enforcement q£ 
the navigation laws; and some of the citismis 
of the United States have pubUcly reqne3ted tbck 
government to rescind the act prevaiting tiie 
entering of British vessels into Ameriqan ports, 
coming from the British islands. The government 
of the United States has . certainly iiynred part 
of their mercantile interest by thus exduding 
British vessels ; ajid by the a^t which ^i^ro^ 
such high duties on French ships, and^hich ^oausdd; 
the government of France to retal^te, and ii»- 
pose duties on American v^ssels tantamc^ulit to^ 
ia prohibition of their entering French ports with 
their cargoes, the shipping and mercantile .in- 
terests have suffered in a greajt degree The 
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gwe w aiM art irf the United States lias not yet suf- 
fident w^fat to impose commereial regulatibiis 
on > the Earopean powers. It is trae that, both 
ia a political and commercial pomt of view, the 
United States have attained great eminence. 
Siace the* treaty of pleace in 1782, this empire 
has so incKased in its population, wealth, com- 
meiQe, agricultare, political consequence, and 
extaftt of territory, as to jnstify us in cherishing 
an opinion, that in the course of a few genera- 
tioi^' she may be the &-st commercial power in 
Ae world. 

The obsenrations whidi have thus far been 
BMide, respecting the commerce of theUnited States, 
may be considered as of general application. It 
may iiot, however, be improper, before I conclude 
ihb chapter, to taice a brief survey of the prin- 
cipal productions of each particular state. This 
may be of service to many into whose hands 
thfis treatke may' fall, by directing them, should 
they be disposed to- emigrate, to such parts of 
the Union as may suit iheir respective calling^. 

iVi^tc; Hampshire. — In this state there is cbn- 
wkraUe commerce carried on in the fisheries. 
Tiidber. for ship-building abounds ; and many ves- 
s^ are constructed in its yards. Most of the 
article which afe eventually exported from New 
'Hampslore, tire sent to Massachusetts ; the ports 
qi which are moi^ conveStriebtly situated for the 
greatest part of the state. 

VermonL-^Tbe foreign commerce (if it may 
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be sa termod^) from HMh 9t»t^ iaeBtifefy to ^k^ 
Bfitifib pods^ttmKt of Caosfdiu It conmtB iti: tiici 
Importation, by Ihf Lftkes^ of artickfl of provisioot^f 
abo of lumbefp kon, naile, &o. This state abooncha 
iRpiikb ePweUent iron ore) aad them aie ma»y 
iEM^;M» fwnaces, &i€u &f tbo wankins of ilMit 
metal. It containa abo manjr of ikme valaafaie 
trees, the mgw mai^e* In the sfosBg,. great nnaini 
beffa of tbe inbahitaatu att^id to the yndrndhg 
of sugar from tbe aap of Uhb teee; and it is sup-* 
p0s^ that ap indjaBtiJoias man^ bmst anke^ ia 
about four weeks, five hundred pounds weigkt* 
The qw^ity will di^end upon bis properly boilii^ 
it; if property grwnbtedi. it ia in every t^apetk 
fqrnii to tbe sugar produced firom tbe cane. 

M0m^<---Thet cMdmerce of this atate i3 cfaieAy 
'ift tbe flsberies, Sh^p^bailding, and a few otann* 
faotiires^ are cimdiietcHd boKu Pcartflaona^ bmber,? 
fco, are e^p^e4 

Mt^s^0i»sem,--^Tim itate baa onsideraUe 
l^HnvoercQ; tbe an(KMi»t of exports beings neariy 
one-siictb «f that of tb€i wbole Union. Tbese con* 
mX of niea% all the dii^rent actMea (mMkiced 
in tb^ Union. T^re rae exteMire cotton ami 
wooUen i^annibctarea ia t\m state. The WaHfaam 
cotton mill is tbe laigieat estaUishment in «be 
country; ba^ there are laany of 1500, mid ei^en 
200a spindles: \^^^e», which,, great qnanti^ of 
sb^es, bQots, bats,^ $w^ ajre manufei^im^ and fidiipti^ 
ped from this state. In the counts of ^lymonlii 
and Buiatol, a gr^^at qnantily of ifoa ore is. raised; 
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there ere tfteroiove forges, fimaees, idktdig ttid 
roUmg mlMs, &e. to niwk the avtifsle. Maaycot* 
MOfe, brads, tecks, &ci «|pe ni^miiSaictured in thkf 
9tiUe. 

JZAiMfe /^/<niil.'«rrOdii8idereble foreign ceflmeroe, 
both in domestic goods, and in re-exporting foreign 
wdolest is eondneted irom this state. I^rovi8ions^ 
Ittiiber, live stodc, &c. are amongst the exports* 
Tb^Be are also extensive cotton manufoctwies, and 
sereral wealtiiy individuals are concerned in them. 

€7MMo/^m<.^^ProvifflOBS, lumber, live sto<^» 
&e. are exported ftom this state. There are also 
many cotton manufactories, and some of them very 
exieostve. Woollen manu^tories, glass works, 
powder mills, iron works, &c^ are Mkewise e«Mt- 
hliflh^ here. 

Nwi ybrAp.^^Neat ly one^flfdi part of the whole 
exports of the Union is from this state ; we may 
ahiaost say, flnom the city of New York itself. They 
eonsist of seariy all the diflferent articles produced 
throngboat the Union, excepting only sugar and 
molasses. There ar? fill sorts of manufactories in 
&is state : cotton and wooUen factories, distilleries, 
hrewei^es, fulUi^ mflls, paper mills, hat m^mcH 
foetories, si%av r^ineries, rope walks, povrder 
miUs, oil Bulls, fomaces, &g. In the western part 
of the state tfiere are s^h works. 

Niw Jersey.-^fke foreign commeroe Irom Aid 
state appears trifling, as it is chiefly carried Cfi from 
the cities of New York ai^ Philadelphia^ There 
are nmny cotton and woollen manufoctories ; and 
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$iificie»tiitoii ore could bi^ obtained in this state 
for the consomption of the whole world: there 
are» therefore, many forges, furnaces, &c. for the 
making of bar-iron. There are extensive tanneries ; 
and i^oes and boots, to a great extent, are made in 
this state. 

Pewnsylvamm. — ^The exports from this state are 
considerable. There are, likewise, manufactories 
of cotton, wooU^, shoes, hats, &c. Considerable 
quantities of iron are also raised, which are after* 
wards worked into bars, nails, &c. Pennsylvanm 
is considered as great a manufocturii^ state as any 
in the Union. 

Delatvare,~The exports from this state do not 
appear very extensive, as the chief of the products 
and manufactured articles are sent to Philadelphia, 
and the trade from this state to that city is conse- 
quently very extensive. Tliere are numbers ^ 
flout mills, termed the Brandywine Milk, which Me 
erected on the banks of the Brandywine rivdr, or 
stream; and it is supposed ihat about 600,000 
bushds of whejLt are annually ground by them. It 
has frequently. occurred, that small vessels have 
come up the stream at flood-tide — ^their cargoes of 
wheat have been*dischai^ed — they have been loaded 
some of them with 300 banreb of flour— and have 
returned with the succeediii^ ebb. Itiere are cot- 
ton milk, mannfe^ctories of bolting cloth, &c. fuUii^ 
mills, paper mills, &e« in this state. 

Maryland. — ^The exports from Baltimore, iatbicli 
is situated in this state, are very consaderable. 



Digitized 



by Google 



MANUFACTURES AND COMMERCE. 225 

There are cotton and other manufactories in this 
state. A large quantity of iron ore is also raised, 
and there are many furnaces, foi-ges, &c. The iron 
is of an excellent quality, and the articles of hollow 
ware which are made from it, are considered better 
than those of Great Britain. 

Virginia. — ^The exports from this state consist 
almost entirely of different articles of cultivation, of 
which tobacco is the chief. But large quantities of 
flour and wheat are also exported ; and coals and 
iron ore are raised in abundance. 

North Carolina. — ^The exports from this state 
are nearly similar to those of Virginia. I was in- 
formed that a cotton manufactory had been es* 
tablished in the interior of this state ; that the pro- 
prietor being where cotton was raised, was enabled 
to purchase the raw article for one-third less than 
it could be bought in the Eastern States ; and 
that the cotton cloth produced was sold for one- 
third more than the Eastern manufacturers were 
able to obtain. The manufactory was chiefly 
worked by negroes who were too young to at- 
tend to field work, and that the proprietor of the 
mill had merely to provide them with food and 
clothing. Two or three of the principal workmen 
in the mill were paid high wages ; but, with this 
exception, I was informed that it was conducted 
at equally as light an expense as almost any mill 
or factory in the Union. Here is also iron ore; 
likewise a mine, which has furnished the mint 
of the United States wi|;)i some gold. 
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S^tk CtiroKm^^Th^ e:^ports from tilts itat^ 
are very cOnaderable^ cbwfly in the artidd of i4w 
cotton; but it contabis Tery few niaurafiidtorielii Itf 
the interior there id littte dotibt thst Mined inigbf 
be opened^ for it i» said that there are v^oUS m^fti 
of metals, namely, lead, bladc^lead, doppeir^ if6h^ 
silver, gold^ aild preoionS stones/ 

Georgkt.^The exports frdtil this tsMe tt^ AM 
considerable; coltos is the principal article | bal 
there are few or do manufectories. 

Louisiana.— Th% exports from tlw state, tfaoogii 
confined to articles of doO^stio prodtlde^ are like- 
wise coosid emblem Cotton is the leadisg' wtidte. 
There are no mannfllctories ; bat die b6ift^ of 
granolating of sugar «i cainied em eKteisitdlyir 

Mississippi^— The exports from ihi6 iUiU 
are not of great magnitude, ae the ardckif of 
produce are principally seat tb the city 6f New 
Orieans. 

Ohio, lUitkoiSi Indiana^ KiMwhjf, IMl Stii-^ 
sourii are chiefly agricidtund utates. tn the la^t 
mentionedy indeed^ great quaotitkft of le^d ttt€ 
raised ; this is so rioh^ th^ KX^to. otf »^ g^fii^ 
rally yidd SOlbs* df nid:aL The qftxa^ity Which 
might be raised VoiAd be stifficient lor &« cDti'> 
sumptbn of the whole woiid. Thfotigh fieady tte6 
whole of the Western States there are i^alt split^s^ 
md salt is manufactured; cMis likewise ai« 
obtained^ In the st^te of Ohio, therd £bre set^eral 
cotton and Woolkn niamifactovies, glass Wt^rks^ 
iron founderiei^, breweries^ &c. 
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tXfOfVrS WWLQlk THB VHltftD ftlTAtBS IV 1819« 



New Hampshire 

Venuoiit •..•..•. 

MassacliiisettB • « k • . • • • 

llhode Island .. • » 

Ooimeetknit. • • • * • • • * • » 

NewYork 

New Jersey •••«•••••• 

P^miftyl?iaiia.««.» 

Delaware %••••• •• 

Maryland • • • • 

Dktrict of ColiinMa . • » 
Virginia. • ••.••.••••••. 

Norai Carolina. •• 

Skmth Carolina «»••*«•« 

Georgia •• 

Ohio 

Lo«kiana «••«•«•»»»•• 

Mississippi • 

Michigan Territory »#«♦>. 



J)wiUitic. foreign, 



152,487 

585,596 

4,873,992 

559,754 

437,851 

8,487,693 

1,474 

2,919,679 

27,378 

3,648,007 

990,936 

4,358,784 

616,703 

8,014,598 

6,241,960 

405 

8,950,921 

50,456 

27,745 



5072 

6,525^921 

721,680 

683 

5,099,686 

3^74,109 

2,450 

2,278,149 

415 

33,537 

1,033 

23>6,192 

68,474 

317,832 
460 



Ihial. 



157,919 

d85y«9S 

11,399,913 

1,281,434 

438,534 

8,250,675 

1,474 

6|dd3,7d8 

29^28 

«,&26,'216 

99M51 
4,392,321 

647,3»<l 
^,250^799 
6,3,10,434 

9,768,753 

50,906 

27,74« 



Total dollars w. 



50,976,886 J 19,165«683 



70,142,521 



tXPOmXIi fftOlf YBS TTVrClD BtATEB IV 1820* 



Umm.. ........... 

New Hampshire • • • • . 

Vetniont ••••••••••• 

Maasaehusettft ♦ • • • « • 

Hhode Island 

Conneolicut • • i • •#.« « 

NewYoriL 

New Jersey 

Petmsybrania •••••»• < 
Delaware*. •«••«•• •• 

Maryland • 

Dittriel oC €olimhia . 
Virginia*. •••••••••.. 

Nonh Carolina. • • . • • 
Sottth Carolina* « « • « » 

Georgia • •.•• 

Ohio. •••• 

Louisiana ••*•••..•*• 

Mississippi • . 

Mfehigao Territory. . . 



Total dollars 



1,082,568 

223,082 

936,969 

3,861,435 

669,902 

415,830 

8,250,675 

20,631 

2,948,879 

89,498 

4,681,698 

1,156^66 

4,549,137 

807,944 

8,690^39 

6,625,013 

2,218 

7,242,415 

96,636 

73y408 



51,683,640 



25,463 
17,718 

7,147,487 

602,860 

6,101 

4,912,569 

2,794,670 

l,92f7,76« 

• 4^447 

8,820 

975 

192,401 

696,10 

353,742 



18,008,029 



1,108,031 

240,806 

§35,808 

11,008,922 

1,072,762 

421,931 

13,163,244 

20,631 

6,743,649 

89,498 

6,609,364 

1,204,915 

4,557,957 

806,31^ 

8^82,940 

6,694,623 

2,918 

75,96,157 

96,«38 

7a,408 
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i9B UNITED 8TATB8 OF AMERICA. 

In the year 1819^ the exports exceeded those 
of 1819 and 1820, beii^ to the amount of 
73,854,437 dollars. The proportionate distribu- 
tion of these exports is as follows. About one* 
half is sent to Great Britain; one^sixthto France; 
to Spain about four millions of doU^urs; the Ne- 
therlands nearly equal to Spain; and the residue 
to Germany, Russia, &c. In 1790, the exports 
did not exceed six millions of dollars. In 1795 
they amounted to forty-eight millions. In, 1800, 
to seventy-one millions. 1807 was the year of 
commercial climax, in which the exports amount- 
ed to one hundred and eight .millions. 1808 was 
the year of the embargo; from thence to 1815, 
when the treaty of peace was signed between 
Great Britain and the United . States, the export- 
ing of produce, &c, was greatly internipted, ex- 
cepting in the year 1810, whai - the exports 
lunounted to about sixty-seven millipns of dollam. 
1816, the exports were eighty-two millions; and 
it is probable, that in the year. 1821. the exports 
has exceeded eighty millions of dollars.— ^The do- 
mestic exports may be rated as follows. Of agri- 
culture or cultivation, three-fourths; timber, ashes, 
&c. one-eighth;* of the fisheries, one-fourteenth; 
the remainder in manufactures. 

From this brief, but comprehensive statement, 
the commercial prosperity of the United . States 
may in some measure be appreciated ; but years of 
peMe will still better determine her stability and 
resources. 
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ieXPORTS FMOM NRW ORLEANS OF COTTON AND 
TOBACCO, FBOM OC^. 182P, TO OCT. 1821 • 

Of Cotton, to Great Britain *• • 49,521 

6f Cotton, to France direct 39,694 

Intewted for France, Intt sh^yped lb 

Havaflniah»Pe&sioola,Caii«i, &c. 8332 , 

48,516 

To Antwerp and other ports « 3,12t 

To ports of the United States 35,717 

Bags 136,875 

Tobacco to England ••»• » 981 

France. ••••••••«• • 867 

Amsterdam and Rotterdam* • 909 

Hamburgh 922 

Bremen 2,066 

, i Gibraltar 3,777 

; Spain, &c ....• 2,424 

Ports of the United States^.. 14,409 

26,355 Hogsheads. ; 

The imports into the United States amounts 
to above eighty millions; and the following are 
nearly the proportions which the different countries 
supply : 

From Great Briiaiiv one hidf> or • • • » 40 Millions^ 

Fiom France • « 15 

The Northern powers of Europe, 

Germany, Prussia, Russia, &c. . • 7 

Holland, Spain, and Italy 11 

Doisinion of Portugal ..••• 1 

China and the East Indies 5 

All other countries • 1 

Dollars 80 Millions. 
Q 
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The tonnage em^oy ed in the fomgo conmieff^ 
of the VmlteA States for WHO t& imv, aMOcmted 
to 940,500 tons. 

The amount of goods imported, in I82I9 irw 
62,586,724 dolkmt; wMch^ exeppti^ 4^559,826 
dollars, were Bnpofted' m the sbijpping of that 
coiwtry. 

The 9inou|it of goof^B QxpQrtedy^ of the growth 
and: produce of the United States, was 43,671,894; 
of fbmgn articles exported, 20,710,700; making 
a total of exports to the value of 64,382,594 
dloUars: the whole of which, excepting 9,206,622 
dollars, were conveyed in vessels belonging to 
the United Stales. 

It has been stated in a precedfiig part of thk 
chapter, that between the government of tiie 
United States and that of France, some discord- 
ance hail existed, respecting the basis on which 
their commercial rela,tion9 should be fouxided. 
Since that paragraph was written, this discord- 
ance, after subsisting upwards of two years, has 
been done away, a commercial treaty faystving 
been concluded between these powers; and pi^r- 
hapa American sagacity w^a» never mefe con- 
spicuously displaced, ^ than in the construction 
and arrangement of its various articles, which I 
now lay before the reader*— 

** Convention of navigatioa and eoDMnerce be- 
tween the United States of America, and his 
Majesty, the King of FVance and Navarre. 

"Article 1st. — Articles of the growth, pro- 
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MAHUF^TUI^EiS AND CqSfJ^^SACE. 231 

dofoe, w maiiqffK^rQ of the V^^; States of 
Am^jpa^ imported intjo. ^r^j^c^ ia vess^ of the 
United St^tes^ shall p^ i^p adiditJioDftl duty, no^ 
a3^ee<jli])g twenty, fra,ucs (abppt 16^ Qd. st^rlin^) 
]^^ U^ 9f i]|^^ij|n4is|e, qvi^ an^ abpye the duti^^ 
l^fdd on the; ^ke actiples, al^o o£ t^e ^owtl^p pro- 
djPf;e, Of ipaxii^a^ture of the Uni|;ed St|ateS| whef) 
imported in French vessels. 

^.Artipl^ 2(L-tA^1^ <>I ^^^.. &omthf pro- 
^ifjff^ % Qfuw^fjEictiire of France^ imported into 
the United Statpa in French vessels, shall pay 
a^i ^^tipf^ 4^J'. not exceeding th^e dollars 
an^ ^if^ntyrfive c^ta (abqiit 16^. l^Odf. sti^l^ng;) 
per. toQ of merck^nd^se, over and ab9ve the duties 
QoJ^ct^^ i|PQn the l^e articl^s^ oho of ^e g^owth^ 
plPo4^celt pr manufacture of France^ when importe<^ 
m vefsds. of tlie United States. 

<^4¥^1^ M* — iio discrin^ni^ating duty shall be 
^l^ed^ upon tibe productions of the soil or industry 
^i France, importedi in French bottoms into, tl^p 
pprts of the United States for transit or ra- 
fxportation. Nor shall any such duties be levie^ 
^pon th/B pf*oductions of the soil or industry of 
the United Stat^, imported in vessels of the 
Uiii|;?d States, into the ports of France, for transit 
or re-e;q)ortatioa." 

Article 4th, states or specifies what shalii 
be considered a ton, of merchandise. 

''Article 6th-— The duties of tonnagf, light 
money, pilotage, p^rt chai^ges, broliera^e, and aU 
oth^ duties upon foreign sjbipfring, oyer and above 
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those paid by the national shipping in the two 
countries respectively, other than those specified 
in articles 1 and 2 of the present convention, 
shall not exceed in France, fat vessds of the 
United States, five francs per ton of the yessels, 
American register; nor for vessels of France in 
the United States, 94 cents per ton of the res* 
sels, French passport." 

Article 6th, relates to the arrest of sailors 
who may have deserted from vessels of either 
power, when in the ports of the other. 

** Article 7th. — ^The present temporary conven- 
tion shall be in force for two years, A'om the 
first day of October next, (1822,) and even 
after the expiration of that term, until the con- 
clusion of a definitive treaty, or until one of the 
parties shall have declared its intention to re-* 
nounce it; which declaration shall be made at 
least six months beforehand. And in case the 
present arrangement should remain witiiout such 
declaration of its discontinuance by either party, 
the extra duties specified in the 1st and 3d 
Articles shall, from the expiration of the said 
two yeahj, be on both sides diminished byoiie* 
fourth of their whole amount, and afterwards by 
one-fourth of the said amount frAmr year to year, 
so long as neither party shall' have declared the 
intention of renouncing it, as above stated. 

** Article 8th. — ^The present convention shall be 
ratified on both sides, and the r^tificatioRs shall 
be exchanged within one y*ar frtfm the date here- 
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eij or sooner if possible. But the execotioa of 
the said convention shall commence in both 
countries on the 1st of October next, and shall 
be effective, even in case of non-ratificatioii, 
for all such vessels as may have sailed bona 
fide for the ports of either nation, in the con- 
fidence of its being in force. In £atith whereof, 
the respective plenipotentiaries have signed this pre- 
^&oX convention, and have thereto affixed their 
seals, at the city of Washington, this 24th da;^ 
of June, A. D. 1882. 

(Signed,) ^ "John Quincy Adams. 

*<G. Hyde De Neuville.** 

" Separate Article.— It is agreed, that the extra 
duties specified in the first and second articles 
of this convention, shall be levied only upon the 
excess of value of the merchandise imported, over 
the value of the mercktndise exported in the same 
yesael, upon the same voyage: so that if the 
Tdlue of the articles exported, shall equal or ex- 
ceed that of the articles imported in the same 
vessel, (not induding, hoivever, articles imported 
for transit or re-exportation,) no such extra 
duties shall be levied, only upon the amount of 
the difference of their value. This article, howr 
ever, shall take effect only in case of ratification 
on both sides, and not until two months after 
the exchange of the ratifications. But the refns;sd 
vto ratify this article on either side, shall in no 
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1^ UN'ITED STAtlSS OF AMERICA. 

-wise affect or impair the tatiflcation ortbe validfty 
of the preceding articles of this convention.^ 

This treaty has been already ratified by the 
president of the tJnited States. 

"Prior to this period, these repnblicahs had 
lentered into a commercial treaty -with Griedt 
Britsun, highly advantageous to their shipfwig 
interest. It ha)s been already mentioned in ttds 
woHc/that the ba;sis of their treaty with th^ Britirii 
government, is, that vessels of both p6wers, im- 
porting goods, the produce or ihannfacture of the 
respective countries, shall be admitted on equal or 
reciprocal terms or duties. . Thus, an Aiherican 
vessel entering a British port, with produce, &c. 
the growth of the United States, pays no higher 
duty than a British redsel. The ref^ublii^ui govern- 
ment has, undoubtedly, obtained great advantages 
by this treaty, for where one British vessel is em- 
ployed in the carrying trade between the two cottti- 
tries, there are ten Americans* ft was not reason- 
able to suppose it could be otherwise. Can we 
possibly expect an Americian will ship 'bis bnlky 
articles of produce in a British vessel, when an 
American one would take it at the same frisight? 
Besides, it firequently occurs, that the owner of 
the produce is himself "a ship-owner, and then 
he certainly will employ his own v^sels to ex- 
port his produce. After American vessels hate 
delivered their cargoes in Great Britain, they will of 
course be glad to accept of freight for British 
manufactured articles upon almost any terms,* 
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Mlhel* lUan 4ffiltimi : in flraUart. T'he IBrilisli ^ovevn- 
■lent, (bgr its eocttmeroki treaty ivith the Umt^d 
Stdtefi, lacted wiithjaigneat d^pree :df lilMrality ; but 
k^aB la tf«grjee^ofrlibetatity>lMy iivbioh/^ iniere&tt of 
tbe Britiidt sbipKctw^fr vras abandomd^ and itbe 
nnritioM )iiiip«xlBiioe vof Am^riea . iadraneed. 

Tbe igOTPernment of iPranee eppeflrs to haTe 
bemimvuare, dbAt nf ^bds were idtnitted to ,be im- 
ported, mio )Ei^nce, m Aqoueiiedn Teeadki, :apoii lite 
BiiBe ;tettii8 tir 'dntieB «8 in f renek ones, it wduUi 
be almost tantamoiuBt to the proventing of Frencfh 
shipping enjoying any of the oalrying trade. Tbe 
articles 4dt ABid 2d of the; commercial oosi^ention 
betvreeli Ftonci^ aad the United States are 'there- 
fote ^wisely framed to iprotect. theiFreeK^h shipping 
kiterestv and to i^hkh the citizens of ihe United 
States ^coidd mot £ur]y tsake any objectioas. in 
th^ Qthartide, American sa^dty is Apparent; fc^ 
8hoald:tbe ErenchigOKremment be occupied by any 
iiltemal jdisscmsion/^r otherwise, then it ^probable 
tiiat >in: rsL ?{ew :years ; the . Americans, through the 
ne^cthofftfae Frimdi, ivitill. obtain "what they are! so 
desirbus o^— d^e tadmi^icm of tb^r TeJE»^ upon 
the 8ame,teriti8:ss those 0f France. 

In . Hie > separate article, the French negotiator 
appeahs toiiiave.lost isigbtof the ishipping inter^t 
of 'bits -coiuitry alt^ther. All the ad?ant9geii( 
which ar^ to be.^derived by ^eideriag it beneficial 
to the importer to receive Im goods in French 
Y«6ael9, ate lost by that clause ; for, if no higher 
duties ate to be charged on United States' vessels 
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importing prodace» piovidad they teke back dtt 
equal ¥alae of Freoich manufiBUstared articles to 
vhat they brought, we may reasonaUy espect that 
all French manuiiEustured articles, &e. will be ea&* 
ported in AoMrican bottoms; for it wfll be ad-- 
Yantageous*for them to convey merchandise fimtt 
France to the United States, erai without any 
charge, as by that means they will be ocempted 
from tiie additional tonnage duty. Therefore it ia 
probable that the French shipping will not be en* 
ployed in the carrying trade between the two 
countries, if this clause be ratified. 

In all the commercial treaties which the negoci-* 
ators of the United States have entered into with 
foreign powers, they have exhibited peculiar marks 
of wisdom. A constant attendance to the com- 
mercial interjBst of thdr country is apparent, in all 
tlieir actions ; whilst in Europe, many of the states- 
men consider it derogatory from their dignity to 
receive advice from merchants, or to attend to 
matters of plain calculation relative to conmierce. 
It is different in the United States, which m a plain 
unostentatious government, to which every citizen 
may give advice : the rulere are, therefore, well ac« 
quainted with all the wants and desires of thfe peo- 
ple ; and conindering that they act only for the 
benefit of those by whom thj^ are delegated, it is 
seldom or never, in th^ir foreign .treaties, tibat the 
interest of their country is compromised. 

It would be an act of injustice to the reader, 
and also to the country which this work is in- 
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tanded to describe, to close this chapter without 
statkig the foUowing particulars. Since the fore- 
going sheets ware in the hands of the printer, 
advices have been received from the United States, 
a&nouncing that the jurospec^ of those aigaged in 
dw cotton DMuinfiBictories are extremely flattering. 
They are increaaii^ in a very rapid manner. Nearly 
all the mills throu^iout the Union are at work; 
and the price obtained for twist and cloth is such, 
tiMt the manufiacturer is rapidly increasing in 
wealth. 
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€HAP. XL , 

SOIL,— ^CLlMATfi, — ANIATAL AK'D VEGE^'AbtE PITO- 
'DVCtlO'tlS. 



The soil, dknate, 9ad nattmil pisoitoctiontt of 4iriB 
immeose country, must of course be yarious, tben 
being so great a difference in the latitude between 
one state and another; and the necessary conse- 
quence, resulting from such a difference, is still 
farther increased by the more northern states 
being encircled with vast lakes, or inland seas. 
In winter, these lakes are partially frozen over; 
and the surface of Canada, and the land, which 
in this part of the world is supposed to stretch 
nearly to the north pole, becomes one entire sheet 
of snow or ice. The wind coming over this frozen 
tract, an intensity of cold is produced in the north- 
eastern states, of which few who have not felt its 
effects can form an adequate conception. In 
winter, it is not at all uncommon in these states, 
and those bordering on the lakes, for the thermo- 
meter of Fahrenheit to fall many degrees below 
stero. In the Western States, the winters are more 
mild. In the Southern States they are warmer; but 
the chilling effects of the cold north-west wind is 
sometimes felt in South Carolina. In Charleston, 
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Sotiih O^M^i, ^Dr. 'Mftcbell mentions, that cm 
'F«Jblru^ty 'Tib, >174^,>fhe ftbst w^so intense, thftt k 
jperdon having carried'two quart bottles of hotirater 
to lied, in the jtaoMiiiig ^ihby M^ere idplit to pieces, 
idid 'the ^w^St&vTBs <l[ranTOrted into solid ioEtfps df 
ide. Ait ^tiiat itime, ' dlniost all f the otange and olive 

It is supposed 'by dome, tfait ^4tk in Florida, 
t^ojBTee cottld not be>sticiiei9BAdly etdtivated ; tliougb, 
from tlie (^isatnre <i{ ^le 'soil, and the latitude ta 
'which It is situated, it 'would naturally be expected 
to flourish. The wartnth of the dea-vmter, which 
separates Cuba from the continent of North Ame- 
rica, completely tempers tlie chilling blast, and 
leaves that island one of the most fertile and pro- 
ductive on the globe. In January, 1821, 1 sensibly 
felt the effects of the cold north-west wind at New 
Orleans, %hich is situated in the latitude of S0^ 

In the Eftstem States, in tiie spring, Ae clitoate 
is very various, and the' transition from heat to cold 
is sudden. 1 hare experienced a difference Of 40*" 
ia twenty-fotir hours. The Middle and Southern 
States are likewise snfayect to great changes. 
Jeffigrson sa^is, that in Virginia the mercaiy of 
Fahrenheit Ims been kikHv^n to descend from 92 to 
47 in the short sjpace of thirteen hours. The 
climate fn the Western States is not so variable, 
^but still it is 'not so settled as in Europe. The 
oppressive and sickly beat of the Southern States 
in summer, are wdl known, having been too oftM 
and too fktally experienced. The Middle States 
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are not quite so oppressive as the Sootfaem ^mm^ 
bat the inhabitants of the most northerly states 
experience an excessive and opiHressive heat in 
summer. In the city of New York, at this season, 
ihe thermometer uriU range from 88 to 100 in the 
shade in the day-time, and the lUght will not be 
much more moderate. These oppresdve and soltry 
nights are eictremely disagreeable; it is almost im- 
possible to sleep ; ,this, succeeding ^ day distress^ 
ing by its heat, wh^i the frame lias become lai^uid 
from profuse perspiration, cannot £ul of having the 
effect of greatly injuring the health. In the day^ 
time, working men will go to the pumps to drink 
cold water. 1 have witnessed the deirth of no less 
than four from this cause in one day, at. the city of 
New York. In the Western States, the heat is not 
so excessive; notwithstanding, it will be found dis- 
agreeable to those who have becoi long accustomed 
to the climate of Great Britain. When it raina in 
summer, it is sometimes like the pouring of a water*- 
spout: the thunder and lightning are awful and 
alaiming; fire seems to be mingled with rain, iand 
to be ruaning along the ground* 

In autumn, although the heat may be gresat 
during the day, the nights become more moderate, 
(I am speaking of all but the Southern States) and 
the inhabitants then enjoy refreshing repoife. 

The climate of the Southern States, however, is 
not agreeable or eyen safe foir strangers, until the 
months of November and December. There is one 
part of the year which is termed in the United 
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States, the Indian Summer; this commences in the 
month of October, and continues for several weeks. 
The trees then are covered with beautiful foliage, of 
every tint or hue from the light green to the deep 
copper colour. At this time, a moderate and plea-' 
sant vi^armth is experienced. The sun sets with 
mildnetss and effulgence; all inanimate nature is 
seen with a placid aspect, for the breeze at this 
tkne in general is gentle : in short, perhaps in the 
Whole world there is not a country or clime more 
attractive than' some parts of the United States at 
this time. Indeed, I have experienced very pleasant 
weather in the Eastern States during the months of 
September, October, November, and Deceriiber. 

The country as yet being nearly an immense 
forest or wHdemess, the quantity of putrescent 
vegetable matter is exceedingly great: the ex- 
cessive heat of a summer's sun acting upon this 
noxious matter, caused the air to be filled with 
miasma ; a poison is thus imperceptibly inhaled, 
which produces disease. As the country becomes 
more cleai'ed, the eMmate will be more salubrious. 
This may be inferred from the history of otter 
countries under similar circumstances. Quebet: in: 
Canada is in the same latitude as Paris ; and the 
description of the climate of this latter city in 
winter, during the fourth and fifth centuries, differs 
but little from that of a winter at present in Que- 
bec, notwkhstanding the remarkable variation 
which these places now exhibit aS to their degrees 
of temperature. 
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Altbouglfitbje ipt^ufse col^i of sojo^.qf tl^.staf;^. 
10 wiii^er is reBiarkaUy, c]|^s^g^^able» }^ it, HHiati 
l^ allowe^f th^ t|ie i qh^il ^ts at thia sfE^pB 
^oy mpn% %xqdl^nt heal^hr. With moat winds,, 
tbere is b, be^pt^ cloiMUesft sky ;- the h^s^eiu^ 
<)i(3play a cL^araes^ aiid bragfajtn^s wl^ch ia Eng;-. 
kind we can sddom. i^iew* Wfafu, qi^ or tt|pk/p(^ 
13 approaching, about twelve hpur»prevy)f^y.th|^ 
sky becomes overcast; but after it I^^ ^f^f^ 
raining, the heavens soon assume tl^ wont^ 
clearness. 

In the Western States, ai^d in spnpe pai^. o^ 
all the others, the spil is so very yi^b, tbat i^ 
may be said to teem with ^eitness ; aiji^ ^^if^ is^^O; 
part of the world where a greater or mo^.dpnse 
population could be supported tha^, in these 
districts. The soil in some pieces is in^haust- 
ible. Nor is this surpriising, for perbapa aiiice 
the creation of the world, certainly fee t^iou3and% 
of years, the foliage that has fallen, and gr^ 
quantities of other v^etable productions, have been, 
decaying. Even large trees yield to the nevor- 
{uling effect of ^e. These causes have pro«- 
duced a very rich soil; and more especially in 
thpsQ region^ where the chilling winds have not 
the efiect i^s in most of the Atlantic states. 

The Bast^rp, or, as t^iey more frequently 
termed, the Northern States, are rather rocky. 
In the Southern ones very few stones are found; in 
some it would be impossible to find any even as 
large as a pebble.' This is particulariy the case 
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«i» Uie h^fkk9 q£ t^e Mii^fsi^^ii^pi ri¥eF Ibf neai; 
tluiee hundr^i n^esh fi^onv ^ <;9ii|la^CQ of 
ik9t nvw w^ the smy Qf gulf ol^ Mexico* 
The laoid thftre> hftP Wm f^rmeji hy trees 09 
floating timber, tc^etfier. wiilih. t|>e oartb; particles 
which 9ge caiRod 4q^ii hy the w;^«t^. Whw 
t|»(e^ M^iesjppft i»0^9 JQ sponge th^^^ai^ityo^tfei^ 
iHt tiviim y^k^h ia floniedr 4o^«» i^ bey 01^ the 
conception of any whq have not wiib^98ie4 M« 
AA this ^me^ ^rtnanyihwdi^edf oi piles, tbQ river 
i$i iMaily £«1K Mmy of tj^tiese ti:»eii are )odge4 em 
tiiet bwk3 ;: l^t^ those whj^h ^^i^ i^ s<^ lodgecl, 
SQB^ ^Mried by tl^^ stfe^m to nojaie <rf the ppio«>jth<i 
or Qollet^A vrh«fe, hwmmi^ water-aoaked^ they 
fiaaUy wife. Qn thfi^e. ti^oi^ other timbers are 
in time depcHi^d> a^4 the waA^r oi tha^ mei? 
contaim^g wn^^ earthy m^ittev, tJiie v^d settles 
upon, the timber, on which r^eds beg^a to grow, 
aiBid to thive also the e^r^ pwtV^^ '^h^re, tiU» 
ia process of tjme, the margin forms banhs to 
the xiv^. This inver, i^ iq^veial of its ni^any out^ 
leto^ hm iocreasec) more, thw ^ i^iJe sm<pe it9 
firrt dwqoyepy* 

We may natuKaJly sioppose» th^t laud formed 
in this vmmmr mwt h« ^xtr^mdy riqh ; eve^ the 
exhausting eflfects of the 9ugar*cwe, tpb^icco, &c. 
€9x^e BO. diierettce in its productive qature. Hie 
doxer,. which vegetatea there Itwufiaintly,, is too 
nmk to secve as proper lood for ca^tl^ ; no ^r* 
tificial soil can be made vich^^ The sugar-c^n^ 
flourishes in the Unked States in latitudes sooth 
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of thirty-6ne and a half. The soil of the Southern 
States and territory is well adapted for the growth 
or production of cotton, rice, indigo, tobacco, &c. 
Cotton is cultivated from thirty-one to thirty-six 
degrees of north latitude. In the Middle States, 
excellent wheat is produced, and tobacco and 
cotton are likewise successfully cultivated in Lottie 
Of them. The Western States yield a similar pro^ 
duct to the Middle ones. 

In the chapter entitied <' Advice to Bmi- 
grants," 1 have mentioned prairie, or open land. 
Hie land, for about four hundred and fifty mfles 
from the Atlantic, is covered with trees, except* 
ing where the rock prevents its growth ; beyond 
that, to the westward, the prairie land commences, 
and continues to the irocky mountains. The soil 
of some of this prairie land is excellent ; but the 
native Americans consider it of little value, in 
consequence of there being no timber for fesicing, 
building, &c. In some parts, however, iJiere is 
excellent stone not far from the surface, which 
would answer for t)^ilding; and there is good marl 
or clay, which would answer for bricks ; and m a 
very few years, if trees were planted, they would 
be sufficiently large for fencing, for the growth 
of timber is very quick in that country. Cosds 
abound; and when the United States become better 
settled, I am of ojnnion diat this prairie land 
will be highly esteemed. In Pennsylvania, some 
parts of New Jersey, and the western part of the 
State of New York, there is a good soil, and grain 
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of all sorte is easily culdTated. Bat #om the 
▼uious circumstances which have beea motioned, 
and from others which will be introduced, it is 
not probable that many emigrants from England 
will be disposed to settle in any state to the 
north w^d of New York. Hence, as persons of 
1ki» de:5Ctiption are those for whose direction and 
information this work is principally designed, a 
detailed account of the tarioas soils, which may 
be found in these extensive regions, can excite 
but l^le interest. Nevertheless, as mimerons in- 
dividaab may possibly wish to know something 
reBpecting the powers of nature in every part, 
it may not be improper to give a brief sketch of 
llie soil, productions, and capabilities, of these 
Tast territories. In taking this survey I shall 
commence with the state of 

New York. — In the western part of this state, 
Yiz, in the coantie^ of Oenessee, Niagara, Catta- 
rangns, and Chautai^hque, there are millions of 
acres of excellent land. Some of this land is so 
rich, that wheat cannot at first be cultivated. It 
is requisite to take off a few crops of Indian com, 
to impoverish it. On Long llsand, there is Very 
good land, either for grazing, or for the production 
of grain ; and its vicinity to the city of New York 
is of ^culiar advantage to the farmer. 

in the state of New Jersey, on the banks of 
the rivers and creeks, there are many small tracts 
of good land; and although one-fourth of the 
whole is nnfit for cultivation, yet there are some as 
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fine fanns here as in any portion of the Union; One 
advantage is, that a foreigner is allowed to possess 
land in this state the same as a native citizenr which 
is not uniformly the case. In many parts of this 
state, the land is well adapted for grazing. On 
the river Delaware, there is a considerable tract of 
land termed Salt Meadow, afibrding heavy crops 
of grass for hay. 

Pennsylvania. — ^There is a great quantity of 
good land in this state, particularly in the counties 
of Lancaster, Cumberland, York, and Franklin: 
nearly all the land on the banks or borders of the 
Susquehannah is good. There is likewise a con- 
siderable tract of unsettled land in this state, which 
is an excellent soil, viz. on the borders of the 
Alleghany river; and indeed it is all considered 
good land between that river and lake Erie. 

Delaware. — There are considerable tracts of 
good land in this state, particularly in Kent county. 
In some of the other counties, the soil is too light; 
but the wheat produced in this state is highly 
esteeme4* There is likewise excellent land in this 
state, for grazing. 

Maryland. — It cannot be said that there i& 
much good land in this state. In the interior, 
beyond the first ridge of mountains, there is a valley 
of about twelve miles broad, in which there is some 
excellent land. Wheat and tobacco are both 
cultivated in this state. 

Virginia. — On the banks or borders of most of 
the rivers, there is excellent land. In the interior of 
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this state, the climate is not very oppressive ia 
summer, nor intensely cold in winter. Between 
the Blue Ridge mountains, the Peaked Ridge, 
and the North Mountains, some good land may be 
met with, which would produce excellent grain and 
clover. The wheat of this state is in great repute, 
as is also the tobacco. 

North Carolina. — ^For nearly one hundred miles 
from the sea-coast, the land is rather barren, the 
soil in general being sandy ; but beyond that dis- 
tance there are considerable tracts of good land, with 
an agreeable climate. Wheat and other sorts of 
grain, tobacco, and also cotton, are cultivated in 
this state. 

Ohio. — ^Throughout the whole state of Ohio, in 
every county, good land is to be met with; on the 
borders of the rivers, the soil is the richest The 
climate is preferable to any of the Atlantic 
states. 

Illinois. — ^The whole of the state of Illinois 
may be ssdd to contain a rich soil. Some land in 
this state is low, and liable to be flooded at' certain 
seasons of the year. A considerable part of this 
state is composed of open or prairie land, the soil 
of which in some places is excellent. 

Indiana. — ^The remarks relative to the state of 
Illinois will also apply to this. 

Kentucky. — The4and in this state is as fine and 
rich as can: be found in any part of the Union. The 
exhaustipg effects of tobacco but little impair the 
soil, on which account this article, Indian corn, &c. 
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are werj «uoc66i^filly cuUi?ated in this exteMire 
territory. 

Tenjiessee. — In this «tete tiiere is a great por- 
tioB of fine rich land, producing grain, tobacco, 
cotton, &c. * 

Mis90uri. — ^Ilie quality of tbe land in this state 
cannot be excelled either in the United States, 
or p^haips ki any pait of die -world. Tlie pro- 
duce is grain, &c. 

South Carolina. — ^Tbe soil of this state, iintha 
100 miles from the sea-coast, is a sort of blackish 
sand. Near the rivers are considerable rice plant- 
ations, and cotton likewise is cultivated in diflfeiv- 
ent parts. In the upper country there are many 
TaluaUe tracts of fertile land, in which wheat, 
tobacco, cotton, &c. may be cultivated* 

Georgia. — ^In this state the soil does not nrach 
differ from that of South Carolina. In the upper 
country, or that which is at the greatest distance 
from the sea, the soil is well adapted for grain. 
On die coast there are several islands, in which is 
produced that very ^raluable cotton termed Sea 
Island. Thronghont tUs state, cotton, tobacco, 
rice, &c. ar^ cultivated. 

Louisiana. — ^There is much div^^ty in the 
mature of the soil throughout this state. A great 
part is formed from the trees and sediment whk^h 
have come down the Mississippi river. Where the 
water, by embankments, can be prevented from over- 
flowing the land, the so% is extremely rich. Hiere 
are, bowev^, in this state, swamps, pine-bairens, 
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&C. ta a considerable exteirt; but tfaere are folly 
six millions of acres of lanid fit for cultivatioB. The 
ariidea prodaced ia this stele are sugar, cotkaiy 
race, tobacco, Sec 

Mismsippi. — In this state the soil of sone parts 
diffisra very materiaUy from that of others ; but the 
lands on or near Ae rivera Tombigbee, Tennjesaee,. 
Yaacoo, and Mississippi, camMt be excelled. Cot- 
ton, rice, tobacco, a»d grain, may be produced in 
tins state. 

AlAnrnu^-^Th^ sofl in tfcis state is considered 
so ¥ery rich, that the Americans, not without rea- 
son, boifit of its^ firriitity. Om a*d near the Ala- 
bama sad Tombigbee rivers, there is es^cellent 
land ; also on the Black Warrior and Bear Creek. 
On the head waters of the £sctenbia there is like- 
wise good land. In some parts of this state the 
augar-eane would undoubtedly thrive. Cotton, 
rke^ tobacco, &c« are now produced. 

With respect to timber, nature has beeai very 
bountifid to the Umted States. There are more 
tib«n thirty diierent sorts of oaks, many of them 
very useful, and Aimisl^g excc^nt timber ; but 
tlie l}¥e o^ which grows in Florida and Louisiana 
fyx excels any other. For ship timber, there is 
none which can be compared to it. Besides oak, 
Uiere ave differ^rt sorta of cedar, locust, cherry, 
dhesiMt, walnut, dm, sycamore, maple, sugar- 
maple, beech, ash, satin-w^M)d, papau, hickery, 
d^wood, birch, gum, fir or pines, paccan, 
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poplar, cucumber, laarei, tulip, cabbage^tre^ &c« 
There are also mulberry trees in the south, from 
which I have occasionally taken the wild sflk- 
worm. There are different sorts, of wild French 
trees, namely, cherry, peach, plum, apple, &c. 
and the vine grows wild in every state of the 
Union. I am of opinion, that if some of the 
American wild vines were propwly cultivated, 
they would produce a grape larger and richer 
than any at present known. The orange also is 
sometimes found in florida and Louisiana. In 
some parts, trees grow to an amazing size 
and height; it is not uncommon to tikwt with 
them twenty and even thirty feet in circumference 
in the Western States. 

I should consider the sugar maple as the 
most valuable tree in the country. It is found 
in every latitude from thirty-six to forty-two de- 
grees. The sap or saccharine liquor which this 
tree yields, will, if properly boiled, produce sugar 
in every respect equal to any obtained from the 
cane. This sap or liquor is procured by tapping, 
or making an incision in the tree about tbi^ee 
feet in height from the ground, where a sort of 
spout is introduced into the opening: a barrel is 
then placed, to receive the sap which exudes; 
and as much liquor is often obtained from one 
tree, as will produce ten or twelve pounds of 
sugar. Nor is the tree in the least injured by this 
process ; on the following year, if again tapped, 
it will yield perhaps i^ore sap than in the pre- 
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eeding one. These trees are generally tapped in 
the month of February, on a frosty day. From 
this source alone, if properly managed, the whole 
population of the United States could be sup- 
plied with sugar; and I have no doubt that 
they could also furnish all Europe with the arti- 
cle. The time is not far distant, when the pro- 
ducing of sugar from this tree will yield great 
wealth to the cultivator. 

There are many of the smaller trees or shrubs 
indigenous to the country, such as the hazel, which 
produces a nut not much dissimilar to the filbert, 
Uackberries, dewbenies, raspberries, whortleberries, 
cranberries, &c. There are also wild oats, wild 
rye, wild barley, wild hop, wild pea, and a variety 
of large wild grasses, which, if properly cultivated, 
might yield a grain equal to any that is now in 
general use* On the first settlement of the coun- 
try, there were found with the Indians, tobacco, 
maize, potatoes, pumpkins, cymlings, squashes, &c. ; 
and as the apple and several other fruit trees were 
natural to the country, and nearly all sorts of 
grain were found to be indigenous, we cannot but 
floppose they may be cultivated to advantage. 
The apple in the United States is more finely 
flavoured than in any part of Europe ; and the 
wheat of America makes most excellent flour. 

Of the animal tribes, the United States furnish 
a great variety. Jefierson mentions seventy-four 
species peculiar to North America ; but I should 
concave there are more than one hundred. Of 
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these, the fAamm^» which art sowe rexaatm period 
has existed there^ is a cause el unlreniali asteaih 
ishment. The unwieldy elephant,, before the difi- 
covery of the skeletoa of the mamnioth^ waa coa- 
i^ered a» the largest land Mwial which a ereatimg; 
Power had farmed to inhabit thia woorld. Bot 
the maoftmotb has evidetttljbaeoi aa animal as mud) 
superior it^ bulk to the elephaat^ as tbis uiMmii 
is to the ox. Some remaiw ef thas. huge bte0t» 
the mammoth^ are continuatty «teurting< into motice 
iA different parts of the llmted Sltatd». Thgd if 
hais bved, is beyondi all dodbt; and our aararanctsQ 
seetn to be equally unequivocal^ that k eocistB no 
Ijonger. It is now a auVrect of inquiry witk die 
Baturalist,, Oii what mrt of food it exieted^aad to 
what cltiinAte it waa adapted; bttt ^kitm pomta ap^ 
peav to be involved in mtch ebscnrily. Then 
is an entiire skdletoft of at Bunmioth ha Pealata 
nwseum at PhUadelpbia; this waa di ec #q>c i e A m tfat 
year 1801» m Ubtec comity, New York. The 
remnants of tbaa menstroiia auttal, now fieeqaetttlgs 
found, are chiefly eii tfaa: banks of the OUo.. , . 

The largest Itvins aniwal diacotersd in Ameorioa 
by the Europeans was the hnffaJioi^ weighing &mik 
o»e thousand to ei^tetn honcked pounda^ Bb- 
sidbBs the hoflyjo^ is tha bear, elk^ red and foilour 
deer, wol^ wild cat, gluttoo^ beaw, badger, o^ 
ter, red and grey fox, bedgehiigv wales rat, 
weasel, flying, grey, red, aod grpiwd s^rreU 
opossum, skunk, &e. &c. Tl^ie wild aniuNds in 
the United States are not so forocious a» thoM 
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nt Bwo|ie : tiMS reoMtk aim* applita to die En- 
ro|pcaQi dMtesticatel pBfS. 

TIk hwAa in tha United States hwe a ooMt 
Im^ aad b6miti&d plumage. Sraie mm adon^d 
M^lb fefttibers of the br^fatest bkie^ and otiiecs df 
a AwTJJng red; iiifaitettfae yeUaw bird,. or Usmet^ 
i» Borijr equal in plumage to , the canary. There 
suee^ however, but few of them whkhi enlmn the^ 
fbresta ^ith thdr wodmdy. The birds peculiar to» 
the cGtmbcy are,, eagkflr of difiGNremt sorta, turkejh: 
ImBZBs^ in the aoutb, tnrlceys, Amerkmn pw- 
ttMJ^ea, 0K (]piaii9, (wbieb «e so mmevousv p»ii* 
cularly in the Westevn Countey, that they maybe 
aeen. in fiocks eentainh^ many titonaands, ao that 
a petwn may someti[Dc» ahoet two hundr^ m min 
bear,) Amertcaat phfeaaanta, we^fedcocks, anifm^ 
pigeons, hawksv owta, paroqudaai, Uua jays, woed^ 
peckers, king-fiidieray Uackbirds, iob»,>(tfai3 is a 
bird with a »d breoKt^ abwrt the size of am E^g^ 
lishthrusb,) larks, tnrtleniMes, mocking birds, hxaa^ 
using birds, &c. Tbe mocMng bird is a Uttle sdboim 
tie skse of an Engliib sky4ark, and nearly of ti» 
seme eelour. Thki fcasd w^ acquire} or imjMe the 
SMte of any elhev whidfc it beans. It is undeedbt^ 
edly the Samt £«^beredi songster ia ikt Umted 
Stntes, ami is but sehhimi firand beyond thelatir 
tnde of 38^ norA^ Thera- ate nambees of wates 
binds,^ sueb as peUcan,^ goese, hercm, erane, teaft, 
deck, 4ee. &t.e. 

Some of the birds are remarkable for poison*- 
ia^ their yoang; bat this is only done if they 
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are encaged or confined. The robin is <me of the 
birds thus noticed. If the young be taken, and 
placed in a cage where the parent birds can dis- 
cover them, they will tend upon and feed tlieni 
for a season ; bat after the lapse of a few days, 
or when the young are fledged, the old ones 
appear very uneasy, and endeavour to discov» 
some way by which they may escape. If, how- 
ever, they perceive that there is no hope of 
accomplishing their purpose, they procure tea 
them some sort of berry which is an in&dlible 
poison; apparently disdaining the thought that 
their offspring should be slaves. 

Among the multitude of birds which inhabit 
the forests of North America, there is one, which, 
from its surpricing singularity, deserves particular 
attention ; this is the humming bird, a species of 
which, on account of its smallness, is called by 
the French Voiseau mouehef or the fly-bird. The 
beak of this bird is long, and pointed like a 
needle; and its claws are not thicker than a 
common pin. Upon its head is a tuft of black 
feathers, of incomparable beauty. Its breast is of 
a rose colour, and its bdly white as milk. The 
back, wings, and tail, are grey, bordered with 
silver, and streaked with the brightest gold. The 
down which covers all the plumage of this lovdly 
creature, gives it so delicate a cast, diat it re- 
sembles a velvet flower, whose beauty fiaides at the 
slightest touch. 

The spring is the only season for surveying 
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this charming bird to advantage. Its nest, perched 
on the middle of a bough, is covered on the 
outside with a grey and greenish moss, and the 
nmde is lined with a very soft down, gathered 
firom yellow flowers. This nest is half an inch in 
depth, and about an inch in diameter. There are 
never found more than two eggs in it, each about 
the size of a very small pea. Many attempts have 
been made to rear the young ones, but every elSbrt 
has hitherto proved abortive ; in a state of con- 
finement they: have rarely lived more than two 
or three weeks. 

The humming bird lives entirely on the juice 
of floweirs, fluttering from one to another like the 
bee, which, in activity, it much resembles. Some- 
times it buries itself in the calix of the largest 
flowers* Its flight produces a buzzing noise like 
that of a spinning wheel. When tired, it alights 
on the nearest tree or stake, and, after resting a 
few minutes, flies again to the flowers. Notwith- 
standing its weakness, it does . not appear timid, 
as it will sufier a person to approach it within 
eight or ten feet. 

But with all their exterior beauty, these birds 
are quarrelsome, passionate, and vindictive. They 
are frequently se^i fighting with each other with 
great fury and obstinate courage. The strokes 
which they give with their beaks are so sudden and 
quick, that they are not distinguishable by the 
eye. Their wings flutter with so much agility, 
that they seem not to move at all. In most of 
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their explcnta tiiey are rather heard tham teea; 
and (he noise res^nbles tkak of a 8pa«row. 

In pursaiflig their daily taskc^ they maoiifeirt^ 
much impatteiMte^ for on oomiBg new a flowsr, 
if they find it faded and ivithered, they imrtantly 
tear the leaves aaander; and the preeipita^on wiUk 
vrhkk they peck it, has been addoced as a proof 
of the ra^e with which Hkey are aninutted* To- 
wards the end of the smMrar^ thousands of flowers 
may be seen stripped of thdr leaves by thesMe kt- 
ftiriated creatures* It may, however, be dodbted 
whether what is thus denominated Fesentmesit and 
passion, is on the whole any thins ndre than 
the effect of hnngter, at a season when food be- 
oomes scarce, rather than the result o€ a de* 
slmdive instinct* 

The Ameruan rivers and lakes abound with 
fish. Their trout are equal in flavour to the Britisfa,. 
and nmeb harg&t. The qaimlity of slmd and 
mackard. wlncb sore caught is eaefremely great: 
these fisb are larger and finer flavonsed than Ibosa 
of Europe* In ti»e Mississippi there is a species 
called cat-fish, some of which we^ one hondtfed 
pounds each. AUtgatovs have been caught Ik&re 
twenty feet lon^. Stargeona are very eommmi in 
Hndsont^s river^ bat many think it is a fisb not 
iHOth cooking. So many fish may be foand in 
every riim?, that the waters of Asierica may be 
said to teelm witik life. Their oysters are both 
excelknt and numcuous. The Blue Point oyster 
of New York excels a»y other in Idie world. 
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The woods and marsfaes aboand wiih reptilm, 
someof which are remarkably veaomoua. The hog^ 
howewr, deatroya multitiidea of these dangenma 
creatmiea without anataiinng any iscoaveiiieoce ; and 
as this aiHinal rapidly increases in the country, as 
it becomes more settled^ these terrifying ndgbbouis 
wiU disappear. 

Among the numerous reptiles which infest tl»6 
forests of America, there is no one that ctemia 
fBore attention than tbe rattlesnake, which, from 
the acuteness of its poison, is sunrayed with terror 
bodi by aiffmals and by man. Its size is very 
iiid€ffinite, mncii depending upon age, situation, 
and food. Catesby says, that the lai^st he e¥€r 
saw " measured about eight feet in length, imd 
weighed between eight and nine pounds. It was 
nAiscofered wfaSe sliding mto a dwelling-house." 
The bead of the ratdesnake is rather laige, some* 
what flat 'On the upper part, and of a ti^mgnlar 
form. The poisonons fangs are placed in two 
longitudinal vowa in the roof of the moutbi the 
largest standing foremost. They are usually four*- 
teen m number. Each of these contaiBs a small 
passage, throagh which the poison is thoown from 
a bag in the jaw, and ii^eeted into the wound ( 
ahould it enter a vein or aitery, it always pnHres 
mottal<r 

To warn manldnd and idl animals of its ap*- 
preach, this dreadfol creature emits a disagreeable 
amell, and is furmshod by nainre with a rattle, 
winch, as it fnoves, keeps an inceasaiiit noise, that 
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can be heard at some distance. This coraists of a 
moveable apparatus, of a homy texture, connected 
with a greater or less number of joints. By the 
number of these joints, some assert that the age of 
the snake may be ascertained, which, if true, fur- 
nishes an inference, that it naturally lives to a great 
age, as in some of this species the joints amount to 
forty or fifty, for M^hich so many years have been 
assigned. The Indians believe that the number of - 
joints iis determined by that of the human victims 
which have sulBfered death from their fangs! 

From experiments made in Carolina by Captain 
Hall, and recorded in the Philosophical TransM- 
tionsy it appears, that a rattlesnake of about four 
feet long, being fastened to a stake driven into 
the ground, bit three dogs. The first died in a 
quarter of a minute ; the secohd, which was bitten a 
short time afterwards, died in about two hours in 
convulsions ; and the third, which was bitten about 
half an hour afterwards, died also in about three 
hours. Four days after this, another dog was 
bitten, which died in half a minute ; and then 
another, which expired in about four minutes. A 
cat which was bitten was found dead on the 
next day. Eight days after this, a frog was bitten, 
which died in two minutes, and a chicken of three 
months old, which died in three minutes. A com- 
mon blad^ snake, about three feet long, was then 
produced, which w^us healthy and vigorous. An 
encounter ensued, and they bit each other, so 
that the rattlesnake was observed to bleed. They 
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were then separated, and in about ^ht minutes 
the black snake died, but the rattlesnake shewed 
no s^s of indisposition. Last of all, to try 
whether this creature could poison itself, it was 
irritated to bite itself. The experiment succeeded ; 
and the animal died in less than twelve hours. 
The poison is of a greenish colour, and the larger 
fangs, in a full-grown rattlesnake, are about half 
an inch in length. 

Both men and animals bitten by the rattle- 
snake ejcpire in extreme agonies. The tongue 
swells to an enormous size ; the blood turns black ; 
all the extremities become cold ; gangrene ensues; 
and death speedily takes place. 

The remedies commonly applied are, — the pobf- 
gala senecOf employed as a decoction, and applied 
in fomentation as hot as can be borne: sometimes 
scarification, or cauterizing the wound with a burn- 
ing iron, if iiqmediate in the application, is attended 
with success ; but in either case, if the situation of 
the wound will allow, ligatures are necessary, to 
retard the circulation of the venom through the 
system : but that on which the Indians of Virginia 
and Carolina chiefly rely is, a small tuberous root 
which they carry with them in a dried state, and 
which, on being bitten, they chew, swallowing the 
juice, and applying some to the wound. In some 
instances, where the bite has been slight, they suck 
the wound immediately, and this has been attended 
with success. 

The rattlesn^e is viviparous, producing its 
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"young, geoerany tho^t twelve itn ntmha^ in fiie 
month of June, which by September grow to tbA 
length of about twelve in^ehes. The parent pMtects 
them from external harm in the same way ag the 
common i^per, by^opetiing its month, into which Aey 
enter and are swallowed, remaining in this retmft 
until the danger disappears. 

In the less inhabited parts of Amenca ratMe-^ 
snakes abound, but in the nei^bourhood of 
populous places they are nearly ^rterminated. 
None areJbund fitrther noi^h than the mountaint 
hear Lake Champlain, but they infest 8oulh Ame^ 
rica so far as Brazil. They prefer loo^ situatioM, 
such as woods and lofty bills, especially where the 
strata are rocky or chalky. The pass near Niagara 
abounds with them. During eummer they iM 
generally found in pains, bat in witif^ nniltitodM 
associate together under ground, whence they 
creep out, on (he return of warm weathcHr, in a 
feeble and languid state. 

The number and variety of insecte &rougho«t 
Utte country are incdculable; but of late years 
these hare considerably dimmished. Many of 
those which remain are exceedingly troublesome, 
among which the moscheto holds a distinguished 
rank. But the character of this insect is too 
weU known to need any description. Locusts, 
crickets, and some others, make an incessant noise 
during the summer and autumn, that to the ear 
of a stranger is extremely disagreeable. 

But no noise which these creatures are capa- 
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Ue of making, is half so disturbing as that which 
the '^ clamorous frog" occasions. This frog is of a 
greenish colour, with numerous ocellate spots, sur- 
rounded with a yellowish ring. This species is 
smaller than the real green frog, but in its general 
habits it bears a strong resemblance to that crea- 
ture. It is a native of North America, frequents 
rivulets, and ditches containing water, and is so 
strong and vigorous, that it is said to be capable 
of leaping five or wx yards at one bound. Itk 
tke spring and beginning of summer, the peculiav 
totmd ^ieh it makes is thought to indicate the 
approach i>f rain. When alive, its ears are of a 
shining gold colour, and the r^ion of the anus 
is very much wrinkled. The third fore-toe, from 
what may be called its thumb, is longer than the 
>^; tlie body resembles that of the green frog, 
but the 1^!id thighs are longer, the shanks 
are longer still, and the hind feet maiginate on 
each side. The toes are connected at the tip» 
and the fourth is longer than the rest. 
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CitlEB AND TOWNS. 



Yf4suiv^to^. — ^This pity jb tiie /seat of gwfmr 
Wbnt lor thd United Stalea. In other respects, it 
ifl ^ yet 4. place of tiiflifig }mpoirtapii(pe> eutfijV A 
B^rd to commerce or pppulntif^ii* It !4p€|9.,l»0t 
coMammore tbiau $foout tc^n thousaiaud is^i^it* 
totei It is fottt^ted on a branch of the Poi^r 
■Merimr. Tht blirliour is)aoti9i|l^e4 tQ. be ^afi 
vtfd.QOtnmodioba.: Ba^eeUent fr^e-stoo0, eniaal |b» 
t^at of Fiortlattd, is jfotand adjacent to t})^ fity^ 
and Ibneettine, «dale, and cool, «re aaJ4 to be in 

,f > Thfe pfen of Hm city is more p^lfect tb^ ^sl 
of any other in tfab ^drld. i It i#, feoif fiy/er, 4flpb|M 
if it will ever be carried into effect; as it is consi- 
dered probable that the seat of government must 
be removed beyond the Alleghany Mountains, west 
The increasing importance of the present Western 
States, and the new states which will be formed 
in the Western territory, seem already to demand 
the removal of the seat of government to a more 
central situation. In the plan of this city which 
has been published, ground has been laid out 
for its extendiug in length four and a half mile^^ 
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add in breadth ^lK)at two and a half* In this 
Ipace, diirtyHseven square^^ aeventeem principal 
^^ets pr arwmes, to bt caU^ after different 
Plates, and onb hundred and three streets to 
intm^^t eacdi <6tl»er at right angles, are pro* 
jected. The Capitol, President's house, and some 
Qtb^r pablic offi^ses, are el^ant and spiacioui 
«dificeis. 

During the late war between Grreat Britain and 
the United States, this city was taken possession 
iof by the British. They held it indeed bat a short 
period, yi^t sufficiently long to destroy the arfsenal; 
the public buildings^ and^ what will be a lasting 
dis^ace to Ebgland, the public library. When 
this subjett has been mentioned to me in Ame- 
rica, and in terms of censure against the British 
commander, 1 could only blush for my country* 
men. . I could offer no palliating excuse for such 
a wanton and wick^ outrage. Hie caliph wli6 
Difd^red tb/e library at Alexandria to be destroy ed> 
■was an infuriated senseless bigot, actuated byre* 
ligious frenzy; there is therefore more accuse for 
this fanatic, than for the British commander. Pre* 
piously to this circumstance, a great and respect* 
able part of the citizens had reprobated the con. 
duct of their own government in plunging the 
country into an unnecessary war with Great Bri* 
tain. But when the library was destroyed, this 
wanton outrage caused one sudden and g^eral 
burst of indignation, atid united all parties against 
the Edglish. 
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Nw) Yorkf — is a city of the greatest conse- 
quence and importance in the United States; it 
is situated on Manbattan Island, which is about 
eight miles long, and the medium breadth is about 
two miles. This island is formed by the confluence 
of Hudson's or North River, and an arm. or 
branch of the sea which is called East River. 
The tide rises about six feet, and the wharfs or 
quays, either on the borders of East or North 
river, are formed at a trifling cost. Ships or ves- 
sels, of the lai^est dimensions, can be moored at 
the quays, for the purpose of being discharged. 
Nature appears to have been profuse in granting 
advantages to this port; yet the Americans have 
but little improved them. The benefits would 
have been incalculable, had they cut canals from 
one river to the other. Vessels by this means might 
have had their caiigoes discharged into, or have 
be^i loaded directly from, warehouses on the banks 
»pf the canals. This would likewise have caused a 
more free circulation of air in the city, and have 
added much to the beauty of the place : in some 
parts, these canals need not have been one mile 
long. 

The harbour of this city is sufficiently . capa- 
cious to contain all the vessels in the world. It is a 
port also of e^sy ingress or egress, even for vessels 
of war of the largest dimensions. In a few hours' 
sail from the port, a vessel is in the ocean, free from 
all local dangers. With these great advantages, 
and when those canals which are projected, (and. 
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as thfe Americanly' say, " are now progressiing,") 
which will unite the Hudson river to the Lakes 
and the great westtern waters, are completed. New 
York will at some future period ** become a rival 
for the commerce of the world." At prraent, about 
one thousand vessels arrive there annually from 
foreign ports, besides two thousand five hundred 
coastwise. 

This city Consists of about twenty thousand 
dwielling4iouses, besides a great number of ware, 
houses. The population is abodt 130,000. Many 
of the dwelling-houses are handsome brick build-* 
ingS) soine few are of stone, but the greater part 
is yet wood. As these decay, or are taken dowii, 
they must be replaced by brick or stone edifices, 
the corporation having obtained an act to prevent 
any new wooden buildings in certain sections of 
the city. The old parts of the city are formed 6( 
narrow and crooked streets, but the modem ones 
are spacious and regular. From the point of land 
approaching the ha)rbour» which is called the Bat- 
t^y, die bttildibgs of the city extend r£d:her more 
than two miles. The wbok island, i^ now laid oat 
in streets and squares, m that every new street vdH 
be regular; and all tbe^ streets hereafter formed 
will cross each other at right aii^es. The most 
beautiful street : in the city is called Broadway ; tUs 
is ab6ut eighty feet wide» and afoout two Aiiles and 
a quarter long from the Battery, where it com* 
tnences. In this street is situated Ordtce Churchy 
Trinity Ciiufch, and St. Paul's, the City Hotel, 
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(one of tite most beautifnl brick boildkigs 1 erep: 
beheld,) and the City Hall. There ia a degrite a 
l^htneas and beauty about this street which I never 
saw surpassed. 

Thefe are sotne handsome buUdmgs in 0iSam 
parts of this city ; birt theCityHallis the most com* 
mandingy and some oonsider it as the &iest erec* 
tion in the United States. The front of Hm 
buiklkig is of white matble: I wais told it was on the 
same plan, aiid of the samb arfchittctuite, as. th6 
Register-office, Bdinburgh^ hnt ^lM|t this^' front of 
the latter building) was forty feel longlte thaoc tile 
former. The City HaH being buik of white mam 
ble, and having a spadous area before it^ exhibits 
a light and pleasibg ttpfleirande. . Sdnw of tiifer 
churches are spacious, hiivipghigh and handsomii 
spires; these are* eKCted of timherv but, bemgt 
painted white, they have the appearance a( free^ 
stone. 

There are sieyeral public markets in the city; 
and these are uncdmitionly wdll<isi^lied with att 
sorts of provisions: tfae.maHc'etbcofcbrs .Ukb cage 
to have them kept in go6d iorddri The. fisUowiag is 
a list of priees, in fingUdh money >^Bbef imd vwi^ 
Arom 9d. to Sd. per ponndi; vuitton^ 3d. to 4d,; 
pork, 2^. to 4id.; htoi: and blyeon; M. tA.8|dI.{ 
cbried pod 'smMied: .bee^ 7d.: to 8At ; . fowM Is^ 6dL 
to 2$. 3di pec pair^ dwcks, '3^ 3A to 8^^ Gd. ptf 
pair ; geese^ 2^. Od. to Sk. 4d: eacht; ^keys^ &SiAd. 
to 45. Od. eaoh ; iresh: butter, 1^. to Is. 4td. per lb. ; 
eggs, twenty for Is. ; cheese, 3il. to Qd. per lb. ; 
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pote1k>ei». Is. arf. to ^. Af^' per bushel ; ccdMliagefiv 

lid to 3<li eacb; milk:^fi^^ to 8d, per queurt V fisb; 

Itii to ^3<fi per. pound; sahttoti is ^en^i^&y telff 

dkaXy seldom below bhlfa'delliir, or2s.Qd. p^rlK^ 

Idteters are retj^ ftaeaftd ebieapi Sift to id. pet 4bi V 

oy«tere are lai^e and good, 2^. Sd, i6 4s. 6if. p^ 

bmidred; when ia season; a^ shiad'of ISlbdl wfe^hfc^ 

may be often bought far^^d:; l^t is 9d: a peckV 

bvown^ sos^ by ^e bdX of 4flb. to d(ttb. wei^htV 

BMyitbe pAvcbased' for 4^. t(^ Sd. per pottttd;! 

candles, 7«f. per lb.; snpetior flonr, per bal*n^l of 

19<Abs. weighty 2&^:edf. to 27^..; other sc>rts of flonr/ 

Aeb as^^e diote c^cMnmon tvheaten, in proportion i 

rye floor, 13^. 6d. per barrel ; Indian eom, meal, 6ir 

flour, 13^. 6d. to 14^. 9d. ; a mixtwe of the latter 

with wiiMt fli^ai^ makes a* most excellent loaf, 

many prefer it to bread made^oidy of wheat flour {^^ 

m^imay he bbngbt at from 4^ 6^^ to^, 9d. A 

bastjel; fbathers from fewjs^ about 9d. per ib^-; 

goose feallievs, about fis. per lb: ; common ale^ 4d. 

per <]{a^t; best ditto, 9d. to 7A; apples^ ttd. a 

pMk; oiqons, 2d. a rope; (mcambers, abont Id* 

eaah ; common brown sugar, 6d^ per lb. ; kimp^ 

^ttb, l^. to I4d. ; raw coffee, lOdfL io tiki, per lb. ; 

oommotti black tea, 2^, 3if. to 3^. OJ. per lb. ; Hyson 

skin, is. 9d. U> 8$. Sd^i youtig and old Hyson, 

4k 6d. to 5s. 9d.i gunpowder, 9s. 6^. to 9^.; 

Fiieni^h biandy, fis. to 7^. per gallon t West Indiai 

ram, 4s. $d.i6 6s. 7d. per gallon ; BoRands, 4^. fid. 

to 65. per gallon ; American spirits, 2^. 9d. to 9s. 5d: 

per gidlon ; wine, (Madeira is generally preferred) 
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from les. to 20$. the gallon, bat a person csxi meei. 
with all sfHTts. of wine from Q9. per galloD, upwarcls^ 
T^k^ common French red wines may. frequently hei 
puTf baaed at 69. a galton. Clothing is dear.. . A 
siiperfiBye doth coat will cost from 30 to 35 doUaiB, 
or from 61. lis. to 71. I7s. Qd. ; loose pantaloons, 
9 to 12 dollars ; waistcoats, 5 to 6 dollats. Infeciw 
clothing may be purchased much l^wer, thdt iB^ 
they ate ; not so dear in pro|>ortion to the Britkh; 
pfip^. Shoes and boots may be. had at all prices.: 
f renqh $il)LS are cheap ; China . crape fbr ladies'^ 
dresses is also cheap; sufficiaiit for a dress, from 
^ ^o 12 dollars^ India pocket-handkorchiers, aboirt 
4^. to 4^. M. each. . i . 

House-rent is ejocessiv^y .high at Nesr 1 Yiori^^ 
A common mechanic *will have to: pay: alrast jlfi£ 
a year for only two rooms. A tworstorj^ tonas^ 
well sitimted in the city, and snitable Uat a reflqpoctn 
able tradesman ot shopkeeper, wiU be from iOOfi^ 
to 120/. a year: I mean a house with kilehena in 
the^eljar or grcwnd-flooy, two padours, lodging- 
rooms over them, and rooms in the prqjectisig 
attic? for servants/ In the outskirts, of the city, the 
r^nt of such a house would be one^third less. Jt is 
not uncommon, in Broadway, to pay for a.skigte 
shop, well sitpated, 250/. per annum. 

Respecting boarding-housei;, there is great vaii* 
ation in the prices. Some are only four dollars a 
week ; whilst those which are considered fashion- 
able houses, are eight or even ten doUars a week, 
for persons who are what they term ^' steady 



Digitized 



by Google 



CITIES AND TOWNS.' 26Q 

boarders." " Tre^entiboardCTs," or p^sons who 
merdy iatefid.'to remain a few days or weeks, ^re 
oha]^d:HiQre;:tbua, nltsi boarding-house, where the 
iiegidJ^r.boiairder would, pay six dollars a week, a- 
tnuMiictat one WQidd bedtarged nine dcdlars. Air 
tjMt .great hotels fuf^ upon .the same {dan or prtn- 
dSflh as. the fatodudio^hauses. Mechamcs in New 
yprk wiU haiVe to : pay about, three dollars, <jr 
19s. M. a week; for tbdb bodrd : but any of the use-; 
&l mectianies .will eacn)eigbt or^ten dollars a week, 
if in employment; so that with care . and frugaUCy 
they may save a oimsiderable par( of their earnings^; 
In the ehapter upon Commerce will be fouhd the 
value of all exports from the state of New York ; 
but this of course is nesriy confined to this one city. 
From tkult stttement^ ifr will benseen, that there is a 
greater export from thisphice than, from any other 
iB.tha Union.--^This city is 290 iniles north-east of 
Wa«hisgton,^32 south-^west of. Boston, 364 from 
Pitteburg, and 1664 from New Orleans. 

PkUadelpkia^-t-wldch^ in population, holds a 
t&kk. next to New York^is situated oalhe! banks 
of ithe irrer Delaware, between that and therirer 
Schnylldll, about four mUes above. the juiiction of 
these two rivers, and one hundi*ed aiid .twenty: 
nules from the ocean. This dty.was founded by 
dieedebrated WflliamPenn, (a.quaker,) in 1661, 
imd si^ed by a. few British who accompanied 
him thither. Phikdelphia, which: rapidly increased^? 
is laid out on a r^ular plan; sK>me streets run 
nearly from east to west, and others from north 
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to soath, ewpasdnjs eB)dt0Oa» Btw^^ We 

niighl soppose, tiiat a plaoe so r^falwly bbili» w 
pkuiaed, wauld be exfrenvely ^^tifating; bat I 
was much disappoiiited. |ni viewing PhSbwiidpldb, 
there afqptemd rather a dkdl «miovtmt^^^ aitd ^^0W 
York, with aU its trrc^ar dtKete; is m niy 4i|mii<tt 
a much more pleasing city. Phiiaddjilaa &Ltea4» 
about twa mUes m length tfotn * the Oelawane, anil 
is about one ntOe in brakcHh^ There ^are, how^ 
evar, large lEtebuifbik, which cnttend adefugfiiie Dela- 
ware. This ^ city his by no means a?{dei&trhig sip^ 
pearaace frodi tberitery as ibw or no spupet^or ^^ 
Tated bufldiugs enttren the'proi^ct. TbewbafI 
or qimy is very e<mfini^d$ asid iBevfval mean oAk 
fiees ase erected^ uiiaclk em thai ^t thatpwd^tf 
theaosdves td the view of a strawger. Thie nnexi 
object is WaterHsitreet, a narrow^ dirty> oonOanaii 
street, oilly diirty feet wide, ^ In summer *th&is^ the 
hot-bed of disease/ and the yellow feverv'iii:]i99{|; 
first broke out in this phtoe, and Imice it ei^^ 
tended Its ranragef oyer the whole mty. 

It is, however, Imir justice to thebenevoleiit 
founder to st^ that ^m hiS' originil pkni: be. in*' 
tended that all the space between Erdntnitisaet Mt 
tiiaemer should be-laid>out with twes^ to server as 
publie walks for the &]£abifcMitB«) Bat tibis- jb< 
ditioti&andphilapthrcHfnc design was ihfthqped upea 
by bis. sucoessets; aiid W(dl>have they plsMd for 
the foUy ai^d iQipro|mety of their ideviatton ! 

The pmieipair street in Pbiiadelphia is High 
or Market street, which is one hundred feel 
wide, running the whole length of the city, and 



Digitized 



by Google 



twriiWftf tiltg »t tim btaujtifol ^boylkiU bridge.. 
lIUs^atitoH ki nlnob/otetmetecT by a mailiet^haiise 
erected in tkbctittre of it; sdlbsk in adufie paitti^ iir 
ongbt Bttkse ptopetigr^tebe mid to bedivided intotMo 
hmvom^ strftefeu Tl»e hiMsest are ^pdnscipaUjr biiik of 
hAcki -aoiBfeare.fimlt«tl!with maAle, and. mqat dt 
tli«: steps s^Bii oth0l^ stont Wdrk ard marible^ int 
marble is as cheap there as commonMiiMiiie; . Tfaerci 
aee sewrat ptiblic> bwAdiilgflu The United . Slates 
Bank^ aiMl iftcMkie .of the. otfatar baiikay are butki e^ 
nmrhlG^ and are ibest ekganb siructitr^., : 

Provisions, are oheaper hereithatiiatiNkw .Yorky 
Imported artides^ audi as sugar^ lea^ &c; (the sitae 
pme^ Ho^enrent likewise i^ 30 to SOperc^Kt.lower. 

Tbeie am^ m^iitBl mup^wlories in this city/ 
am). < not. a Jfew of the dlizfin3 posaess great 
wmUh^ yet there is ?ecy Ifttle ostaatations displaifr.' 
It also Qontains isK)me pbiloiophioat and . other 
learned . societies. . Tl^dagh every part the inhabit-^. 
ants are weU sai^pUed irith watdr, Mrhidi is of 
a very' excellent .quality. At the time when 
the famoqs. dedafetien. of iadepqndence wait pub'-* 
lished,.(mngreBa.hqld their sittihgsin tikis- cil^^ and 
cn»eqoei^y«\&omi heiit^' it.waaiiteiied^rattidrliere 
for »atqr yearSiiafltrwardsftheyocclntiniied tolineeC^ 
i^r tfaisi Its fliiiilati<^i iis^is oMeH istdiptedy <. apd : ial 
aMtby nspecta it «s::»fore ladsaafageousi flMP.itber 
seat i^f gOT<etoQraMibctti[tbe.prnbiit4lity ctfiWaBsliH 
ington: .€kihsidei9Qfl»l^c6tmnieikft;is, carried oi^frow 
this place; bat in. .winter the D^waw is sd ftcaaemi 
that the navigation is prevented for three months; 
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this of course gives great advantages to the pdrt of 
New York^ the navigation to which is seldom im- 
peded. The population of tiiis eify is about 
110,000.— Philadelphia is distant 139 miles from 
Washmgton, 100 from BaMfanore, 91 from New 
York, 323 from Bostoii, 27& from Pittsburg, 647 
from Lexington, 1106 from St Louis, and 1561 
from New Orleans. 

Baliimarej — the next town or city in point of 
population, is situated on the nordi bank of ttie 
river Patapsco, in that i^arf which is' called the 
bason. It is iUteen miles from the bay of Ghesa- 
peidc, and two hundred frova the ocean. ^. 

No more than eighty years ago, on the ground 
where Baltimore now stands, there were only ten 
or twelve houses, or hutd; and even at the period 
when the colonists revolted from the parent state 
in 1775, it was nothing more than an inconsider- 
able village. Most of the streets in this town 
cross each other at right angles, and some of 
them are spacious. There are sevend ^^;ant 
churches, among which, that belonging to the 
Unitanans is considered as superior to any otUeii 
in the United States. 1%» city enjoys a consi- 
derable shatre of commerce. Near to B^tknore 
isi a i^ace caUed Fell's Point, which may now be 
termed part ctf* the city, beii^ nearly ^wmecUA 
herewith bjibuihimg$. The whole exhibits apUas- 
iBg appe^trance, and particularly so from the ad- 
jacent high ground. In its environs there are 
many gardens' and villas. 
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This city being about fifty miles nearer to Pitts- 
burg than Philadelphia, gives to its merchants 
some advantage in the great Western trade ; the 
shopkeepers firom the Western Country supplying 
themselves with many manufactured and other 
articles from Baltimore and the Eastern States. 
The price for house-rent and buildings is rather 
higher here than at New York. Provisions also 
are dearer, excepting imported articles. JSoard- 
ing also is a Ifttle dearer; but the mechanic ob- 
tains higher wages than either at New Yoric or 
Philadelphia. There are several cotton and other 
mills, or manufactories, in the neighbourhood. — 
Baltimore is 40 miles from Washington, 100 from 
Philadelphia, 191 from New York, 423 from 
Boston, 228 from Pittsburg, 584 from Chaiieston, 
and 1224 from New Orleans. 

Boston^ Massachusetts. — ^This town is situated 
«t the bottom of Massachusetts Bay, upon a 
peninsula, and is joined to the main land by an 
isthmus on the south part of the town. At one 
place, it is two miles in length ; but the broadest 
part is only about half a mile. 

The ground in the^ centre of the town is con-* 
siderably the highest part, and b^re the State House 
is situated. Boston has ttore the resemblance 
of an old English town than any other in the 
United States; the streets, lanes, and alleys, having 
been laid out agreeably to the caprice or con- 
venience of the owners of the soil. The in- 
habitants of Boston boast very much of an agree- 
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Mb public promenade^ called tbf Mall; but 
litk^er tbi» .or the {battery; at New York; iclaraid 
thb saperioiftty^ is a p(M&t iirhich has occasioned 
mmf disputes;. To the lu^qiir fit ^b inhabitaiits 
of this plac«» it sbcfuld be atatidd^ that th^y attend 
more to the cultivt^tipii of litiemture aod scietice 
Ibfim those in any ether town of th^lJoioiij; aad 
be&ce thdir less industrious neighbours %QPtt$# 
them of being pedantiq. There are nuoff^roiNS 
stffsietifis in this, places among tfhich may h0 
•am^d . the Americau Academy of Ai!t$ and 
$qie3»Qe6, the AUienoram, the Hi^orioaJ Soeifety, 
besides several charitable institutions* This to^ifm 
has never yet be^n incorporated ; but if we may 
judge from the exceUebt regala1jo«s of the police* 
and tibe infreqneticy of drimes, w0 jODst allow 
that neither mayor nor cof^oration seems to be 
tvan^^i There are very few persons in Boston 
who cannpl; botiii read and write; and if we ma]r 
Iftrm.aq opinion ji-om the morale of <|ie inhltbitants^ 
^ V^neficial efii^ts of education lyre strikingly 
f^PIMiH^llQHf ill their b^haviottr. There are tto 
beggars to be seen intjhe streets; and as Boston 
i^ U9t a pla^ at' which many poor emigrants arrive, it 
i0,iA<^;diflKcalt far an industrions person to obtain 
^mplpyment* Thia is -a town from whepK^e there is 
aMCO^i^^ff^Jii^lesfQr^g^ ti^dei as wi|l be seen by 
U^^t|Biteoiff|t:in.^this w^^rjk,.^ the close of the 
chapt^ r^^li^ve, to Cp^in^r^;. ^ence there are 
mtm^^qus wharfs, Qf (|^ays x;opstruQjted» for facilitat- 
ing the. loi^ifig of ve^^S|. or the dischai^ing of 
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tboir piqrgo^; Perbops Hie ;awnt>er of tbeae wbaifs 
pia^ exceed ej^gl^ty. Thus wUl not be d^aiaei} t^o 
ffwJtyWhm it is JciK>wD tbat fiVe or six bimdred 
sfil of vessels eould lie in (b^ b^orbpur. Theri^ ar^ 
several manufactories in this town and tbe parl9 
^9jcent» wbicb furnii^b tbe mdusjtrio^a witb Much 
9i9{4oyin6nt. The price of {Hpo visions differs very 
little between this place and New York, Its 
present population 19 about ^QfOOQ, 

This tQwn will a]lway« b^ remarkable, as .l^ing 
t|(e cradle of that retyolt which fpr ever ^epari^od 
Uie Colonies i^Qpi Great l^i^tain* £liere tbe fivirt 
r^istapce was made to tl^ Miooiiaititui^OQal mea^ 
^af€» of a Bdtish administrat|o4u la cQtis^qtfw^e 
of the d^ruction of sope tea at this ^lace» fxmd 
for Qthet apts of the inhabitants^ tbe fapious Oostoa 
Port 3ill was pftsaed by a ^obsetvient pctriiatn^iit 
of Cii'^t Britajfib, iA wbicb tb#y seeo)^ t)et«rmined 
tfaait tb§ }iibabitaat$ sbopld ispfer ^ th^ weight Of 
Y^ng^iaiace tbfijr ^Jpuld iaflict. But ^^Ase qoer^i e 
qitfpu^Qres df^eated.tbe pmrp^^^s «f tbo^Q M^th ^nm 
tb^y iflr>gii»t#d, a»4 wlljniatdy brflwgbt upoft tbil 
^fe^rtilcfMsNtfy |h«t ,M««li«Mlioii vi^hi«h sb« hilt 
4es«g^?d fftr her olfepriflg. The ^^alawties wbid^ 
^ i^iab^ant? <^.Po«|QR w^fltdiwn^ ilD su«?W 
r^mfted the people Jp:$vwy,{rt&te.tiai¥ii tbaip^ifopid 
tto 1*011^4 afifl^^ 0u4es«^!«jt^i^9tk!wUidt 
iM^e, tbf^ ^»iR 1b9rt.bf)|in4tl}ttqi AoiGbeatoftritain^ 
a»j|i 11^ : aU tbfr j^iU; »ft|r tbf ^pomm ^ mlmMH^rs^^ 
parltoWl^tpouldiafaifliiirtJtettlwi* t It 

This town of Boston Ivas first s^ettled so early 



Digitized 



by Google 



276 UNITED STATBS OP AMERICA* 

as tbe year 1630; and the name of Boston was 
given to it oat of compliment to a clergyman, a 
Mr. Cotton, who had formerly resided at Boston 
in England, and who was the iSrst minister at the 
New-town. 

Within the short distance of forty miles from 
Boston, there are different towns, in which, taken 
together, there are no less than 50,000 inhabitants.— 
Boston is 462 miles from Washington. 

Charleston^ South Carolina. — This city is sita- 
ated on a point of land between two rivers. Ash* 
ley and Cooper. These forming a junction, make 
the harbour of Charleston. This port is nncom* 
monly well situated for commerce, and> as will be 
observed by a reference to the commercial state- 
m^it to be found in this work, page 827, Charles- 
ton has a considerable share of the commerce of 
the United States. The city is laid out on a regular 
plan; but the chief fault is, the streets are too 
narrow. Many of the houses are built of brick, 
but the greatest number is of wood. Some of the 
ho<ises are, however, large and handsome buildings. 
The markets are tolerably well supplied; but the 
pdces of provisions in general are extravagantly 
high. Many of their cattle and vegetables are 
brqugfat from the Eastern States. It is the same 
with thehr hay afi^ com, ai it is much more ad- 
vantageous for a planter to cultivate cotton and 
rice, than to attend to the production of any other 
article. The following list may be considered as 
fomung a general scale, but nothing can be stated 
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with exactness as to the price of provisions in the 
Charleston market: — Beef, pork, and mutton, sell 
for 9d. to 12hd. per lb. ; lamb and veal, 12jrf. to 14rf.; 
fowls, 5^. to 6$. 9d. per pair ; ducks, about 4^. 6d. 
each; turkeys, 9$. to 13s. 6d. each; geese 9^. to 
13^, 6d.; oysters, and other sorts offish, are some- 
times plentiful, the latter (black fish) 1 have bought 
at 3id. per lb. ; butter 1^. 7rf. to 2^. 3d. per lb. Of 
cheese, potatoes, cabbages, onions, &c. the price 
depends entirely upon the supply from the Eastern 
States, and it cannot be stated with any accuracy. 
The population of Charleston is beyond 30,000, of 
which one-half are slaves. 

The inhabitants are considered as very hos- 
pitable in their manners, and in their dispositions 
as being frank, open, and accommodating; but 
from the effects of the climate, and the existence 
of slavery, most of the whites are extremely in- 
dolent. Charleston has frequently been visited by 
that severe scourge, the malignant yellow fever. 
There have been instances of families, consisting 
of a father, mother, and four or five children, 
whom the yawning grave has received at one time, 
these having all died within a few hours of each 
other; but such domestic calamities generally fall 
on strangers who have not been seasoned. la 
tlie month of June, nearly all who can afford it 
repair to the Eastern States, or elsewhere, to avoid 
the pestilence. Some indeed merely remove to 
Sullivan's Island, whiqh is more properly a sand- 
bank, situated a few miles beyond Charleston 
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hftfbour, but open to the Atlantic ; and here diey 
are pestered with myriads of sand-flies. Those who 
leave the city generally return in the beginning of 
November, the prospect of wealth encouraging 
them to brave every danger. In Charleston, many 
persons have made rapid fortunes; people wh^ 
have at first only had sufficient to buy a caak of 
spirits, by retailing the same, and continuing a 
few years selling drams, kc. have realised twenty 
or thirty thousand dollars. The inhabitants going 
to Philadelphia, New York, or Boston, generally 
prefer the water ; it is about seven days' voyage. 
The packet boats are fitted up in an elegant and 
convenient manner for the accommodation of pas- 
sengers. The steam-vessel calls at this place in 
her voyage to and firom New York to New Or- 
]eans«^ — Charleston is 344 miles from Washington, 
and 686 from Philadelphia. 

Savanfmkf Oeorgia.-^ThiB city is situated on 
the borders of a river of the same name, upon 
a sandy bank or bluff, about sixty feet high. It 
is regularly planned and laid out. The streets are 
wide ; and frequently cool and refreshing sea 
breezes are enjoyed. The inhabitants ore about 
800D in number, nearly one-half of whom are 
slaves^ This city is iiery £sivourdbly eiUmied fear 
commwce, and considerable trade is carried on in 
cotton, &C. — Savannah is 685 miles fi^m Wasb- 
ington, and 114 from Charleston. 

New Orleans.^— Tim city, whic^ is of modem 
origin, is situated on the East bank of ^e rivd 
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Mississippi, llOmiteS) b j tbe course of the river, 
from tbe sea or gulf of Mexico. The first house, 
or hut, according to Du Pratz, was erected on 
this site in the year 1718, for previously to that 
period, the seat of govemment was at Mobile. 
Early ta Ae year 1788, the city contained 1100 
houses built of wood ; but in the month o1 March 
a destructive fire took place, and the houses were 
reduced in a few hours to only 200. This city is 
regularly laid out, and the streets, though not 
wide, intersect each other at right angles. There 
are several good brick three-story houses, 1>ut by 
far tbe greater number of dwellings are wooden 
buildings only one story high. The streets are not 
paved^ and sometimes they are a foot or more 
deep in mud. From the same cause, namely, 
the want of pavement, in dry weather passengers 
are assailed by clouds of dilst. This city there- 
fore is extremely unpleasant as a residaice, and 
ofte cause of its unhealthiness is involved in no 
mystery. It has, however, lately been determined 
to pave some of the principal streets. In 1803,. 
when the territory of Louisiana was disposed of 
to tbe United States, there were no more than 
nine thousand inhabitants in this city. At pre- 
sent there are forty diousand; and were it not 
for the extreme unhealthiness of the place, it 
would IB a very few years be the largest city 
in the Union. Where this city is located, the 
land has been formed by the depositum of wood 
and mud, which have been brought down the 
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river. On digging twenty feet below the surface, 
it is not at all uncommon to meet with trees; 
and there are very few parts within its precincts 
where brackish water may not be found at the 
trifling depth of two feet. 

Between this city and the river, there is an 
embankment which is about eight feet higher than 
the ground, at only 500 yards' distance. Upon the 
rising of the river in spring, the water is frequently 
as high as the top of this embankment ; and in- 
deed it has sometimes occurred, that the whole 
city hag been overflowed by the breaking in of this 
defence. In these cases, the whole country is 
inundated. 

Fron» the low situation in which this city 
stands, and from its being in the latitude of 29% it 
is not to be wondered at that it is unhealthy in 
summer. It has frequently happened, that from 
the month of July to the middle of October, the 
i^ajignant yellow or bilious fever has made dread- 
ful ravages amongst all the strangers who have had 
the temerity to remain in this place, where disease 
and death so triumphantly establish their reign, 
and where it is out of the power of man to do any 
thing to arrest their progress. In some summera, 
sev^n out of every eight of the strangers in the 
city h^ave be^n attacked by disease ; and death has 
obtained nearly the whole. The healthy season of 
the year is from the beginning of November to the 
latter end of June ; and this is the great time of 
commerce. Twelve or thirteen hundred flat- 
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bottomed boats and barges then arrive at this- city 
from the Western States and territory, exclusively 
of steam-boats and planters' barges. It is not too 
much to say, that at present there are shipped 
from New Orleans 150,000 bales of cotton per 
annum, 30,000 hogsheads of tobacco, 30,000 hogs- 
heads of sugar, 20,000 casks of molasses, 100,000 
barrels of flour, 12,000 barrels of pork, 3000 barrels 
of lard, 4000 barrels of beef, 10,000 barrels of 
whiskey, 30,000 bushels of grain, besides bacon, 
pork, hams, venison hams, ginseng, hides, lead^ 
peltries, &c. &c. In New Orleans are already to 
be seen, the vessels of all nations ; and when its 
streets are paved, when every thing else is done 
which can promote the health and comfort of the 
inhabitants, and when the Western Country be- 
comes more settled. New Orleans, both in popu- 
lation and commerce, will be one of the greatest 
cities in the world. 

Hitherto it has been the hot-bed of vice, the 
moral feelings and restraints of society having been 
little regarded; gaming-houses are publicly open, 
and in such situations as to arrest the attention of 
all who are passing through the city. Attempts 
are, however, now making to prevent such an open 
display of profligacy. Many of the inhabitants in 
New Orleans and several of the planters adjacent, 
are now possessed of considerable wealth. 

The markets of this city are tolerably well 
furnished; but the difference in the price of every 
article of provisions depends so much on the sup- 
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ply, aad that again upon the rismg of the mer, 
which will allow the boats from Kentucky, Ohio, 
&c. to descend, and on the arrival of vessels from 
the Eastern States, that nothing can be stated 
with incontrovertible precision* 1 have witnessed 
the sale of potatoes at one dollar a barrel ; and at 
other periods the same quantity would have sold 
for ten dollars. The same may be said of butter 
and cheese, eadi being frequently sold for ono- 
fouFth of what might be obtained for a similar 
article within a moiUh afterwards. Nor can these 
inconveniences be wholly prevented, particulai4y 
with respect to the productions of the soil. Tb^e 
i^pears to be something in the atmosphere of New 
Orleans, by which all sorts of vegetable substances 
decay when taken from the ^arth. When the 
Western boats arrive, 6onr genially is sold at from 
three to four dollars a barrel of 196lbs. ; beef is 
I2id. to lAd. per lb. English ; hams, bo& pork and 
venison, when there is a supply from the Western 
States, 3d. to Qd. per lb. ; fowls, 4j.ed. to (U.9d. 
per pair; ducks, 4s. Qd. each; turkeys, 99. to 
13^. 6d. each ; oysters and fish are often chieap, tbe 
latter about 6^^. per lb. The. French lmg«age k 
the most generally spoken. New Orleans, during 
the healthy season, is an excellent place lor me- 
chanics of all sorts. They can obtain employment 
readily, at abo«t two dollars to two and a hsi( 
dollars per day; but the price of boarding would 
m>t be less than five or six dollars per week. 
The price for washing a doxea of clothes is one 
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dollar, or 45. Od. Many persons who have com- 
nenced here by retailing spirits, &c. have gained 
considerable sums; and others, even now, by at- 
tending to cars or carts haviag only two mules, 
cun clear eight or ten dollars per day. 

The public buildii^s in this place, worthy of 
Aottce, «re, the Catholic Catbedral, an Bpiscopalian* 
and a Presbyterian Church. The Theatre, with 
the adjacent buildii^, may be termed handsome. 
There is also a new Custom-bouse.^--New Orleans 
is 1449 miles from Washington, 2188 from Pitts- 
bnrg, 1179 from St. Louis, about 1666 miles from 
Cincinnati, and 1550 miles from Mexico. 

Louisville^ in Kentuciy.'^Tki» is the most con- 
siderable town or city in the Western States. It is 
situated on the banks of the Ohio, where a stream 
<^lled the Bear Grass folrms a junction with the 
first-mentioned river. There are more than forty 
steam-boats, employed in conveying produce from 
this town to New Oiieans; besides keel-boats, &c« 
LoaisTiUe is near the frdls or rapids of the Ohio, 
Below the rapids is a shipping port, which may 
be terihed the harbour for Louisville. This is an 
excellent situation for steam-boats, and a most 
cofivment place for the building, either of these, 
or any sort of ships or vessels, to which purposes 
it is much appropnated. Little more than thirty 
jFears have elapsed since there was not a dwell- 
ing at Lcmisville. At present it is a flourishing 
eity, wWe commerce and the arts are cultivated ; 
where there are now handsome public and private 
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edifices; and where a happy population Of about 
25,000 inhabitants now dwell. The markets of 
Louisville are well supplied. The following are 
about the prices in English money : — Beef and 
mutton, 2d. to 3d. per lb. ; veal, pork, and lamb, 
2d. to 3id. ; bacon, 3d. to 5d. ; butter, 7d. to \2\d. ; 
cheese, 3^^. to Qd. ; sugar, 6^. to 8d. ; venison hams, 
2\d. to 3d. per lb. ; potatoes per bushel, 12|^. to 
16rf.; fowls, per pair, 9d. to 12}rf. ; eggs, 4rf. to 6rfL 
per dozen; flour, per barrel, \3s.Qd. to 18^.; ap- 
ples, per barrel, 4^. Qd. to 5^. l^d. ; oats, per bushel, 
12jrf.; hay, per lOOlbs. 2s. 3d. to 2^. 9d.; coals, Qd. 
to Qd. per bushel ; Indian com, meal, or flour, Qsi.9d- 
to 9s. per barrel; cider, per barrel, 9s. to 13^. 6if.; 
peach brandy, per gallon, 2^. 9d. to 3s. 6d.; 
whiskey, per gallon, 12id. to 1*. 7d. Mechanics- 
board and lodging, about 13^. 6d. per week. The 
wages of mechanics, in all trades, vary from 31^. 6d. 
to 40s. Qd. per week. Tailors, shoemakers, 
carpenters or joiners, blacksmiths, bricklayers, 
masons, saddlers, tinmen, bakers, hatters, cutlers, 
gunsmiths, &c. &c.; will find employment either 
here, or at Cincinnati, and other neighbouring 
places. The population increases so rapidly with 
farmers and others, that there is always plenty 
of employment for the useful mechanics. 

Wearing apparel is very expensive. A superfine 
blue coat will cost from twelve to fifteen dollars 
per yard; making a coat, from five to eight dollars: 
hats, four to ten dollars; shoes, three to four and a 
half dollars ; Wellington boots, seven to nine dollars. 
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The rent of a 'good house, well situated for 
business^ is 100/. to 160/. steiiing, per annum. — 
Loaisville is 623 miles from Washington, and 1550 
from New Orleans. 

Cineinnaiij Ohio. — ^This town is situated on 
the north bank of the river Ohio. The Front- 
street is laid out in the form of a crescent, and 
presents a pleasing appearance from the river. 
The houses are mostly built of brick. The site 
of this place is about seventy to one hundred 
and twenty feet above low-water mark of the 
river; and consequently, they are never inconve- 
nienced by the rising of the tide. In the neigh- 
bourhood of this town are many fertile and well- 
cultivated farms. Some of the churches here are 
spacious and handsome structures. There are 
several considerable manufactories near to this 
place. 

Commerce is carried on 'from hence to New 
Orleans by means of steam and other boats, which 
are numerous ; and there is likewise considerable 
commerce with Pittsburg. The merchants and 
store-keepers supply themselves with European 
and East India silks, cottons, woollens, and other 
articles, either from Pittsbui^ or New Orleans. 
The articles sent from hence consist of flour, 
corn, pork, beef, cider, whiskey, butter, lard, 
cheese, bacon, &c. Slavery is not tolerated here, 
therefore men aad women servants obtain good 
situations. Men-s^vants, (or, as they are termed, 
'^helps'') if they live in the house, are paid from 
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ten to twelve dollars a mouth ; women MrvantB, 
^e to seven dollars per month. The prices of 
the various articles of provisions are a little cheaper 
than at Louisville. The population of this place ii 
aboat 1^,000. — Cincinnati, is 515 miles from Wash- 
ington, 105 miles from Loatsville, 300 miles from 
Pittsburg, and 1666 from New Orleans. 

St. JLouiSy Missouri. — ^This is a beautifnt towm, 
situated on the river Mississippi, twenty miles 
from the place where the river MississipiH forms 
a junction. This place is situated on a rock, 
which is of mat^al advantage to the inhabitants, 
as it prevents the floods of the river having any 
elBfect upon the foundation of the houses. There 
are several steam-boats constantly emjdoyed be- 
tween this town and New Orleans. Keel and 
flat-bottomed boats also go from this place with 
lead, and other articles of produce, to New Or- 
leans. The population of this town is above 10,000, 
and the nnmbw is rapidly increasing. Useful me- 
chanics can obtain good wa^s at this place. The 
fr>lk>vring aore the prices of provisions : — ^Flour, per 
barrd, 1 U. 3^ to 1^5. &{. ; Indian corn-meal, 6s. 9d. 
to 9b. iper barrel ; potatoes, p& bnshel. Is. 2d. ; 
beef and mutton, 7d. to Sd.pet lb. ; veal and perk, 2d. 
to9d. per lb.; bacon, 3d. to 4«f.perlb.; vousen, Ikd. 
to 9d. per lb. ; fowls, per pair. Is. 2sd. ; ducks. Is. fid 
to Is. 8d. per pair; geese and turkeys, 3s. Stf . to 
8s. 4d. each; cheese, 3d. to &d. per lb. ; butter, ttM^ 
per lb.; eider, per barrel, 99. to ISf. 6d.; wbiskey, 
pergailon, U.2d. to U.6d.; peach brandy, 25. to 35. 
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per gallon ; and maple Biigar, from 4d. to 5^. per lb. 
Clothing is rather dearer than at LooisviUe.— '^. 
Louis ia IQ^ miles from Waafaangton, asdl 1179 
from New Orieans. 

Pittsburgh in Alleghany County i Penn$yhcmia. 
— ^This town is situated on a plain, a little beyond 
the junction of the ri¥er8 Alleghany an<ji Monon- 
gahda, after which it is termed the Ohio. This 
place has been called the link of connection be« 
iween the older Atlantic and the new Western 
States. It is favourably situated for commerce and 
manufactures. Adjacent to this town are exhaust- 
less quantities of coal ; we cannot term them mines, 
for the coal is actually near 300 feet above the level 
of the soil whereon the town is situated ; con- 
sequently it is obtained at a very trifling expense. 
The coal is of an excellent quality. Several ma- 
nufactories are established here. In the year 
1800, the xMipalation did not exceed 2400; at 
present it is about 1S,000. 

lliis place excites considerable interest, as 
nearly all fiumpean emigrants, and native Ame^ 
ricsn citizens, who are going to settle in the 
Western States, pass through it. B^e they either 
purchase skiffii, or agree for their passage in some 
boats, flee, descending U>e Ohio. At Pittsburg, 
wik eoMgrant can obtain tiie best information as 
to the part of the Western States in which it 
would be the most advisable for him to settle. 
We may form some idea of the great numbers 
of persons who have passed through Pittsburg on 
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their way to the Western States, when it is con- 
sidered, that little more .than twenty years since, 
the whole of this country was occupied by not 
more than about 30,000 white inhabitants; and 
that at present it contains a population of nearly 
2,000,000. 

The price of provisions here is rather higher 
than what I have rated them at in St. Louis; 
but coals can be purchased at 3d. English money, 
per bushel. They are now erecting two handsome 
and substantial bridges, one over the river All^- 
hany, and the other over the Monongabela, which 
will be a great convenience to the inhabitants of 
this town. 

Yesseb have been built at this place, which 
have navigated . the ocean. I was told, that one 
of these sailing to a port in the Mediterranean, 
the captain had occasion to call upon the American 
consul ; who said he was certain there was no such 
port as Pittsburg in the United States, and was far 
disclaiming the vessel as being an American, 
although she had a regular register from the port 
of Pittsburg : on reference, however, to a map of 
the United States, the situation of the port was 
shewn to him, 2300 miles from the sea. — Pitts- 
burg is situated 252 miles from Washington, 228 
from Baltimore, 276 from Philadelphia, 364 &osx 
New York, and 2188 from New Orleans. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

LAKES, RIVERS, &C. 

It would require a space more than equal to the 
extent of this entire volume, were I to describe 
the ma^ificent lakes and rivers of the United 
States with any degree of minuteness. This chap- 
ter, therefore, is intended merely as a general 
sketch of the different waters which enrich and 
distinguish this portion of the world. 

The lakes of North America are more properly 
inland seas; for on many of them there have 
floated mighty vessels of war. The mariner is 
frequently out of sight of land, and tempests often 
commit their dreadful ravages. And, what is still 
more to be deplored, the waters of some of these 
l^kes have been crimsoned with the blood of 
those who have been slain by their fellow men in 
horrid warfare. Nature, in America, has worked 
on a majestic scale. Her lakes may be compared 
to what are dsewhere termed seas ; and her rivers, 
from their extent, and the quantity of water which 
they contain, will cause those of Europe to 
appear as insignificant streams. The principal 
lakes are, — Lake of the Woods, Long Lake, Lake 
Superior, Huron, St. Clair, Erie, Ontario, Cham- 
plain, and Michigan. ^ 
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The Lake of the Woods, — ^is situated 49** 37' north 
latitude, and 94** 51' west longitude, from Green- 
wich. This lake communicates on the one side 
with Lake Superior, and on the other with Lakes 
Winnepick and Bourbon; and is the source of one 
branch of the river Bourbon. 

Long Lake, — ^is situated east of the Lake of the 
Woods ; it is about cme hundred miles long, and 
fifteen miles wide in general, but at one place it 
may be about twenty utiles ia width* There are 
several small lakes adjacent to it. 

Lake Superior, — ^is properly so named from its 
great extent, and the vast body of water wbicb it 
contains. It is not less than 1600 miles hi cir- 
cumference. This lake lies between 40^ aoid 5(f 
of north latitode, and 9** and 16^ of west longitude, 
from Washington. In this lake are several larg^ 
idands^ one of which is much larger than the vrhck 
possessions of some European Mvereign prisees. 
Isle Royal is not less than a hundred mile& long, 
and in some places it is more than forty in breadth. 
The water of this lake is remarkably transpareat, 
through which it appears as if the bed were of rock; 
a great part of the coast is also rocky. Tbis^ lake 
abounds with fish ; tnmt^ salnson^-tront, and star« 
geoB: the former are so large, that they have often 
when caught weighed from teir even to fifty pounds. 
It is supposed, that not more than one-tenth part 
of the water which this lake is known to receive, is 
discharged from it by the strait (rf St. Mary, which 
is the only visible outlet* Some pen§K)ns therehre 
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unagme, that there are sabterraneous passages by 
i¥hich it escapes; for it could not be supposed 
that evaporation would take off nmewtenths of all 
the water which is poured into it. 

LaTu Huronj — which receives a great part of 
its water from Lake Superior by the strait of St. 
Mary, is infimor in magnitude only to that lake. 
It is sHoated between 42"* and 40* of north latitude, 
and between 4"* and d!" of west longitude, from 
Washington. The shape of this lake is nearly of 
the form of a trian^e, and its circuse^erence is 
not much less than 1000 miles. At the north- 
east comer, this lake communicates by the straits 
of Michilmackinac with Lake Mich^an. Lake 
Hurmi also abounds with fish of a similar sort to 
those which are found in Lake Superior. It like^ 
wise contains several islands, which the Indians 
suppose to be die abode of s{Hrits; but what is 
mofe certain is, they are the abode of rattlesnakes, 
and other venomous reptiles. 

Lake Michigan. — This lake is about 270 miles 
kmg, and on the average about 7d broad. It 
adufits of a good navigation, but its communicatton 
with Lake Huron by tl^ straits of Michilmackinac 
is shallow and dangerous. 

Lake St. Clair^ — ^is situated about midway 
betvreen Lakes Huron and £rie, and is abont ninety 
miles in circumference. It receives its waters fnmi 
the three great lakes, Saperior, Michigiin, and 
Huron, and discharges them through the river 
Detroit into Lake Erie. It is nearly of a circular 
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form» and admits of. a good navigiUioii for small 
vessels. 

Lake Erie^ — is ^tuated between 41'' and 43° of 
north latitude, and between 3® and 6^ of west longi< 
tude, from Washington. It is about 300 miles 
long, and averages about fifty-six miles in bifeadtiu 
The water is excellent. It abounds with . fish ; 
sturgeon, trout, white fish, perch, and many other 
sorts. , There are several islands at the west end of 
the lake, which are much infested by serp^its and 
rattlesnakes; a few hogs, however, would soon 
destroy them. The scenery from these islands is 
said to be enchanting ; and it has also been ob- 
served, that tiie soil is excellent. Excepting in: 
very severe winters, the waters are not frozen in 
the middle. The navigation on this lake is good. 
The principal ports on the side belonging to the 
United States are, — Michilmackinac, Detroit, Mia- 
mi, Sandusky, Cayhuga, Grand River, Presqae 
Isle, and Bufialo. On the British side. Maiden, 
Moyes, Sandwich, and St. Joseph's. On the east 
end, this lake discharges its waters into the Niagara 
river; which water, together with that of several 
credos or rivulets, which the Niagara has received 
in the space of little more than five miles, forms its 
celebrated Falls. After the water has passed the 
Falls about sixteen miles, the river empties, itself 
into Lake Ontario. 

Lake Ontario, — ^is situated between 43'' and 4S^ 
north latitude, and 0"" and 3"* west longiUide, from 
Washington. Its length is about 200 miles, its. 
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JttekHOk about 40i Thk Mte is tteally of Mi 
<yt«l fohAi ihd the 6ittvm(«tmtie Ahcnt 000 luileel; 
It <)iMlltili» grekt qaitlititi^ df il»b, aodiprisiilg nil 
^HM« whteb tyffr taetttioiicMl kl f&ii dttHv tokeS, 
bibides a «oM «f bMs; wel^bkg fifdttt tfare^ to five 
j^MUds. On th« ftofltii>'eai8l, it t66^tei» the wdt^ihi 
tM/m the rivei* Otrvc^, aiid 0tt the north^eait it dfs^ 
^•1^0* it««if iflta fbe riv^ li<dqtloi8, Wbitih in * 
ftM^ ittlied fiirtbet ftt Kingsttffi, takes tbe iiatti^ at 
Ibe S& La#reiice(. 

JLdte €%tfMipJaf«i^8 sitaated b^W^eti the staM 
&l Neir York aad Y^rmont^ It k about ifio iaOm^ 
i& leiiglh ; ia dOrifd plaee« tw0, OChe^ five^ aud itt 
die brdadMt pan dg^btaen ailes iti width. In tb« 
bft^ part fbe watef is trery deep; ia do«M pladea 
metL a btmdved fatboms. Thid Idie empti^ei 
ittdf by the river Swel, whioh jeias the riTer St.- 
LMTlrettce foity-fire miles beldw MoiiU^at. 

M»aiuipf4 JUaef.-^TbiB great aad ini{Mttaiff 
Mfnadito the prioe^ oae in the Uhited States, and 
i^iMM^respeets itmaybe turned ^ prfa<i{pal rivef 
Mi^^ wtMld: -tiMtfe a»e »»f Matty besides, wbkfc 
dlMlMai*^ s« utMb WatMf bttd tb« oc^w. This 
il«6rii i^ery da^, m sdnta plaeea f^H^) and i« 
aoma aveA' iteif etr aeveoty ftithoafi/ In coai^ 
qttaiifla' el iiis gr«at daptli, aMboagb la eotte paKH 
it tubi k warm Iatitaa€«, the exbalatioa baslitftltf 
eftlKt 'itt dia^anshifig the quantity of its waters. 
TMs baa a g#«At nuiuber of ouUets ; «aid having 

f«iu#d fat* itii^ a sart of trunk or channel by the 

u 
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quantity of timber, and slime Mrhich is ammaUjr 
deposited, for 200 miles from its principal mquth^ 
if the \vater should overflow its banks, it passes off 
to the sea, retumii^ no more to the river, the bed 
of which is higher than the ad[joinii|g land* The 
principal communication with the sea, by whicb 
vessels enter, is the Balize, which is both a difficnlt 
and dangerous entrance. There are seldom mom 
than thirteen feet of water on the bar, and the tide 
rises no more than about one foot. Thia is called 
the North-east Pass. The pilots, have a few erec- 
ticms on a mud bank about two miles from thia 
entrance* At present the pilotage of this liver is a 
complete. monopoly. The governor of tl|e eM/^ oi 
{jouisiana has the appointment of pilots ; and the 
present monopolists, who are gentlemen of luge 
fortune redding at New Orleans, .and who .do no- 
thmg but receive the income of the monopoly^ have 
so ingratiated themselves with that governor, that 
the property of vessels, and the lives of persons, are 
hazarded, lest, by^the appointment of useful and 
proper, pilots, the emoluments . of jthese weaUtqr. 
individuals should sustain an injury. • SooieyoaiS' 
since, a handsome brkk ligbt^hottie was ejr«elfri;«t 
^ vast expense, on one of the islands wfaic^ tiblfr 
mud had formed; nor was it discovetedir*untfl,tbe 
tottering bqilding coinnuinicated the inftmnatMiN 
that a mud bank was an improper foundation., fiir a 
heavy brick edifice. At fiiist the. inhabitants endea- 
voured to support it by props; but these were found 
insufficient. It was therefore at length aband^ined^ 
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to remain as a monutnent of their foily^ and a vessel 
was moored near the place, with a floating light 

Although the North-east Pass is used for vessels 
to enter. the river, it is consid^ed that an entrance 
in the sonth-west would be safer ; but unfortunately 
there are no convenient places where the pilots 
could erect any dwellings near to the latter spot* 
The entrance into the river Mississippi at any of 
the passes is extremely disagreeable, as nothing 
bat mud banks and water are to be seen from the 
principal entrance to Placquemines. Even for the 
distance of about thirty-two miles, there is not a 
single hut or cabin ; a few reeds, or a few scattered 
clumps of trees, are all that can be viewed ; and if 
the weather has been warm, there are myriads of 
horse-flies, sand-flies, or moschetoes, to annoy the 
voyager. At Placquemines, the river makes a 
turn; in. consequence of which, vessels are in 
general detained some time at this place; for al- 
though the wind may have been favourable thus 
fer, yet it may be such as will not carry the vessel 
beyond the point which is here formed. Upon my 
pfts^g up thi& river in the month of Jimuary 
IBSl, the vessel in which 1 sailed was h^e arrested 
by the. wind. Our ship was tied to a tree; for at 
th» place they are sufficiently large to serve for 
that purpose ; and it is very often that twenty ves- 
8^1 may be seen near to each other, all tied to 
tnes. The following day, the wind not being 
fiivonrable^ myself and two other passengers 
crossed ti^e river in a boat to view the fort. We 
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recmved erery possible attention from tfa* EOHQor 
commandant, who, without expecting any retimit 
loaded omr boat with vegetables, and invi^d us to 
take any refreshment his dwelling afibrded. 

The government of the United States here 
mainteins a garrison of abont two compamea. The 
first is. considered as a peculiarly strong constmc* 
tion, and il completely commands the pias^eof 
therirer, which at this (dace is about half a milB 
wide. The water runs sometimes no more tbaiL 
at the rate of one mile an hour; ^ others two» 
three, four, and even five miles an hour. Aa 
eddy, or counter current, is generally fimned, aad^ 
vessels ascending to New Orieaas keep close in 
shore, dosing wUch time a man at the cbains is 
constantly throwing the lead; yet wi& every cace 
possible, vessels frequently get a ground,, but, ii 
being mud, they are seldom much injinred. 

. From Placquemines, to the Ebglish Tom, is 
abont fifi^^ight miles; and as the river is as^ 
cended from the formw place, bouses are txmr 
tbmally pass^ed ; but it is not before we arrive at 
Johnson's, a distance of about fifty mfles fiKum. 
Plaeqneniiiies, that any regular plantation appelE«i« 
At this place diere is a handsome dwelling houses 
n^ro huts, sugar houses &c. which give a com^* 
plete idea of a sugar plantation. At tfate £t^ 
lishTum, the river makes a comf^eJaenrd; attil' 
a wind, almost totally different ftom the . ^le 
which served to^ approach this place, is iben^ 
requisite to sail throii^h this turn. VesMis l^ive 
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toiaetinies been detmned here for a fortnight, 
firom tiiid pUce to New (Metos is twenty miles* 
Some, who reckon by the coarse of the river to 
the bar or principal entrance from New Orleans, 
sisite die whole distance at 120 miles. I have 
here estimated k at 110; others call it no more than 
IMnifies. Vessels are generally one week in their 
psissi^ from the BailLte to New Orleans, and three 
days from the latter place to the fomrar in th^ 

' 'The Mississippi River has its lise in Tartle 
liUke, 47"" 47 of north latitude. It receives a num«- 
ber ^f streams or rivalets, and reaches the Falls 
of St. Anthony, in latitude 44* north. The nrer 
•I'ithis place m not more than 100 yards wide. 
Those 'foUid, and the rapids below them, make a 
^eetent, which the water has passed, of 75 feet. 
Not fer from the falls, the river St. Peter joins, 
ftdwing from the west ; and a short distance from 
Aence^ the river St. Ooix, which comes from the 
erasi, empties itself into the common stream. Fif- 
teen imles below this junction, the river arrives 
at a plain, where it forms a beautiftil expanse of 
Wttter, named Lake Pepin, at the lower end of Vhich 
it receives the Chippaway river. Ninety miles be- 
yond this, and in north latitude 42^, the Ouiscon- 
sin river forms a junction. The last-mentioned 
viver approaches within two miles of a river called 
tlie Pox rirer, which empties itself into Lake MK- 
eh%an. In latitude 39* north, the Illinois rrver, 
which comes ftom the east, forms a junction ; 
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eighteen miles below, the Missouri fr^in the* wmb 
mingles its waiters with tlie M issis^^i V ^^d the 
quantity which it contributes is nearly two-tbirdu 
more than what the Mississippi contained pre- 
viously to this junction. One hondred and nine^- 
one miles below the junction of the Missouri, the 
river Ohio from the east discharges its waters- into 
this great receptacle. The Ohio, and also the 
Mississippi, previously to this jundion of the W0-. 
souri, are perfectly clear streams, but the Missimi 
being muddy, when it joins the Mififsissippi, con- 
taminates the water of that fiver, which is never 
a^dn cleared until it mixes witfi the ocean. £vea 
there, the white muddy fresh water floats upon the 
surface ; and long before land is descried, the 
mariner has certain proofs of his approaching an 
outlet of the great Mississippi. Descending from* 
thegunction of the Ohio about 360 miles, the Whke 
river from the westward, which for above SOOidilea 
has run through beds of marble^ dischai^es its: 
waters into the Mississippi. Fourte^i miles bdow 
this, the river Arkansa, also from the westward, 
contributes its waters to the great stream* The 
source of this river is in the mountaiss of Saaila 
F^. About 190 miles, from the Arkansa rifw; 
the Yazoo also contributes its waters; and sixty* 
three lower down, the Black river joii^. Thelart. 
];iver of any note, which empties iteelf into ' the 
Mississippi, is Red river, about 1$50 utiles above; 
New Orleans. From New Orleans to the laouth^ 
of the Ohio is about 980 miles by water, although 
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liitle mord tlian hidf that <iistance by bud . Ttiis is 
oittsed by the wiiidmg course which the ^ river 
tticeB. At one place, although by land it is lit^e 
uore'tiian three miles across, yet the circuit of the 
riv&t IS' nearly sixty miles. Th^e is another place, 
isidled Point' Couple, where the river in former 
tifiies msude a circuit of about thirty miles^ which 
m$» opened about the year 1720, in the following 
tiialiner; Du fVatz, 1 bdieve, relates the circum- 
Biance I am now g^ing to mention :-^Two per** 
sotns coming down the rirer in a canoe, when the 
i^rater "wail vei^ high, espied a small rivulet about 
filFe feet wide, which they entered; and fastening 
tiMir^ canoe to a tree, one of them determined to 
tflilte bisgim, fi^lowthe rivulet, and ^ideavourto 
kSI some game. He had not gone further than 
half-amile/ beibref he saw an extoisive sheet of 
Wttterj which ihe at first thought was a lake; but 
lodking-more narrowly, he observed it was the same 
liver^ nearly thirty miles lower do wn^ by water, than^ 
wliere the canoe was fkst^ied. On returning to 
ifltinrm bis companion of the discovery, they re-' 
moved seme little impednn€«its, and brought their 
thr^High the wmll opening: the consequence 
3, timt ficom t^ removal of these trifling ob-^^ 
stmctions^ the ^ water from the river l^wed more' 
jflrwAy; iand the earth being of a loose nature, in 
au&wyear9 the whole strram left the old bed, and 
tiie»i|all rivulet,^ of .five iset abroad and only two - 
liaet de^, was somi worked into^ the bed or chan- 
nel of the Mississippi. 
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Qlvv> »t PilMhmrg. s^^ the tiro men) the AUflgbMiy 

«i^«n4i«ig ftOfQ i^»i9 pls^i, ««() li#foi>e this rirw jmoi 
the gr^ Mi^8UfPip9i« the foDaw^^ strowm b^ecm* 
tribijitiiry to the Ob>o,n-Af usk^fiHn* WAfi £l«lll»r 
WAIT, Grtat JK:99hsw97> ^^t 8fiii43r> •&<H««kft, I4ti^ 

Qv^ Po9;e Qmki KmP/tfky. ^f4l iUver, Gram 
Biyer, Wttbafb, Qnmhef]fakA, md Tmvsm^. Th« 
Qr^t MiaiQi, ose of these l^ribatfwy riw^, ist n»^ 
pjble from its jqeetitm ivjtb U^ Ohio f»f a «fiiUHll9^- 
fble distaae^^ md n »»tigi^ coiBt»mo«p(^<» 
could easily be made te> L^e &k. Tb«Cwi* 
bedand m or in spme |iart3 holders npod N^lft 
Carolina; thi« rifer is navigftUe more tbMi 900 
«iiles fmm its entraoee iiUo th^ Ohio. The W»bAali 
is a pavigableiiver^ opftting a comintiiil^atioQ &tm 
^e )lUtt»i« State t« Nim Qrl^aiM t il itoo rM^hmi 
§^«ral «ai»9«(l)le liveni, one oC ^qIi w tb9 WWte 
nveFf by which a c0Q«»<4r6ial intdrofunrsf io^y 1^ 
c^t^dnat^d with the state af induuiu^. Tk^ MwMtt* 
gahela il a rirer Mrhich ftdioitf) qf ft fl)»«d »avit- 
l^tiojB. The Ohio fa. an e^itrenely bf^t^ Mfiv 
fa^ H i8 not ntiTigaUe lor lavge v^iiela in.tbo 
iBOntha of August^ September, and QcHobop. 

. Tie Zi^tMw,— is a ^e dear rivev, gentie, a«d 
tritbovtt jnpids ; . it is <iiav%able tA ite sburoeb wUbli 
i^ QiQly two mileg Drorn a stream eallidd tbeClaeiBago: 
the. latter stream ^brda a batWomf iMvig^^lion t» 
Lake Michigan. 
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The Miimniri,^TIm riv^r. witli several Mlmtary 
ttt^eams, takes it$ me m 4Am roekj moimtftiiis, 
kk abottt 44^ nprtli latitude. From the mooth or 
part Irhiwe it l^ra^ a jiraetita with theMiB6i8«ippi;it 
roo^iwt ntmiy hirgo navigable riTens; the principal 
o£ tbeae we, Hiii Yellow Stone, 1700 miles abore 
Urn octeflaenoe of tho Miasiauppi^ Little Mis^oarr, 
lUvmr la Platte, the Kanras, and the Oaage Bnrer. 
Hie Missouri ia navigable for 3500 mUes, besides 
Hm diihrent i»?igable streams wbteh are tributary 
to it 967S mites from its j miction are the falk 
Mr ratridSf wbw9 the vatars descoid n^rly 380 feet 
in th^ 1^0^ of eigfatebn mfles; This river oa^ 
BiOM ptofmdy to be %^rmed Uie Misdnipp^ dr 
tfie latter onghk to CQiktiniie the nanle of Mi&voiiriy 
as the Sfissottri Q<mtribnte» »ore wat^ibo the g^e« 
ral stream than toy ottier, or Uten whU^e Missis*, 
flippi oQitfaiBtdipice^iously to that Jimotion. 

The ft>od8 of this Misaisaippi are periodical^ 
Mke ihme ol the Nik. la some {daces Ihere is 
a fiel^^eiidiealw ii9e of forty lebt : The bommcnce*^ 
mesA of the floods d^fH^nda apon the rising ci 
the Missouri, the Ohio^ and its othw tributary 
slreams. When the ttow commimcesi, whidi ia 
genoidly in February, t\m floods of the 0}»o b^gin^ 
and the tise of this riveir has Ibeen knoHvn to be 
n^ly Mty feet The flooda of tiia Missouri are 
also owing t^ the- thaw which nvolts the i^jkow aiid 
ite on the rbeky mountains ; sometimaa the Mk^ 
mmti has jAmn between four aqd five feet in twenty^ 
four hours. When the floods of the Qhio^ of the 
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MbMuii, and of ^the o^l^ tivars, bsppcax^at (he 
saone tiaie> then therfe i» theigreiatest rfseintlMt 
MissiflBippi; buiit^eqtt€iEUly;ocearg^ that the floods 
of these rivers are at dtfSsMUt seamtis, atidtb^re^ 
fwe they haTenot soch aii.^feetup(Hi the corrmt 
o^ waters ofthe Mkedssippii. /I ha?e Inowtti-the 
liffibg of the MuHriasippi to commeiiice^w <be enil 
of Januwy, bat dn general this 4oes nottakt plaet 
tfll March; and the water begins ^ to subside ia 
Jane. The navigation of the rivevs rMissourii and 
liiraissippi is attended with sovne^ danger . and 
difficolty. : This arises - from: the great quaiititsr itf 
floating timb^. ^ In many '{daces, and on Ike biueiks 
06 t]ie .Missouri, the earth is loose, .m^ thf wato: 
acting npon^ that loose eartb, underUnes itv when 
kige trees^ wiiii their roots and branches Adlinto the 
stream. Some of these are floated d<>wnr a: consiw 
derable distratce before they isink, others disappear 
ia a. short time.< . Some of diem thus linking, the 
earth which adh€ves to* th^ roots becomes rn^i 
bedded > with the mud m\the>rii^er,but the top of die 
tree is Neither: above the wat^r, or close to its snrfeoe. 
Here it remains stationary, presenting Ave or six. 
points or branches; so tbat if a vessel or boat: 
nnifortunatdy come upon it, it is profadble a. hdo' 
willsoon be made in ito bottom.. A tree thuasta* 
tionary, the Americans call a Planter; Imt if thsj 
top keep movingy as sometimes haffiens irom 
&e current acti^on its; branches, while. &e root 
is firmly fixed, carrfing the top. a few feet, ftom: 
which it again rebounds, this is termed a Seuoyeff 
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and many TesMkl and boats are lost by tn^atis of 
tbeae planters and sawyers^ 1* bave - met with these 
planters bdaW tfaeHn^ishTiAti. On' the rir^r Obk), 
the rapids- near LduisviUe af« the only dangerous 
part) that river bcie^ firee from floating timber. — 
Bntil/mmt here paose, to make a few reflections. 

l;^Te attempted to give a short sketch of the 
vmd Iskes and of the ^eat Westiim waters of the 
United Stelies, in whieh nature has been e^iictreAiely 
faMmttfal !tp that oeuntry . These rivers afford an 
inkiiMi navigs^ion, suoh as no other empire pos^ 
seMes: Were we to oompute the extent of naviga- 
tion, of whioh 4iie M iMissippi alone, inchidkig ^1 
ita^trttMKtary, and (bdr tributary streams, is capable,' 
there is' no dodbt it wottld exdeed ^,000 miles; 
and consequently thcfre are 100,000 miles of river 
coast! Ttiftpe are few pteces in the Western 
Country that are more than thirty mifles beyond' 
sodie navigable Idee or river. The area of land,' 
vfiiieh contributes to the waters of the Misiiissippi, 
is calculated- at n6arly>one'million five hundred' 
thousand square miles, for it embraces neariy the 
whole country between • the AMeghany and the 
R4«ky Mo<intasnSi Hiene is alreakly an extensive 
commwce conducted on this river' and its various 
branches. There are ^more than 120 st^aiii4K>ats, 
1^ soqie of large ^ dimensions, now employed on 
that river «ind its tributary waters. ^8ome of these' 
steam4>oate, viz. the Missouri, and' also the United 
Spates, will measure nearly 800 tons. The ac- 
commodation for passengers in the steam-boate 
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wbicb ia9v« on tb« Westeni wataw are gtoaiMey 
if Qpt 9}w9ye oonatrtictad ob di4» decks* aome ^ 
wkkh 99e 140 to 100 ftet in lengtk ; aiad amplo 
conyonktsucos are mftde fiir 100 passengen ■ m 
several of tb« boaUi. Tb« 0team*ireaBcfe are fitted 
up» ^apecially/the ladioa' ^i^vUne^ts, witk aaosti:^ 
pipf^sion ; and a Ibdjr or gentlaniBQ i«iH be «|dBlly 
a» wall acoommodated in thesB^ aa- at aii faub 
Hmj l»ay be toniled morii^-batdB. Tbe regidtu 
tion{» on board these boats particoUrly^Ilrovide liB# 
tbe ccntvenieiic;' and privacy <^ iMfiaa. SbdaU ai 
gentlemail vriab to intrude into tbeur vpait mmta, 
a theie ver<B fif^ ladi^' paaepengtrs^-firid tUfty mua 
ol)i#oted, be co<4d not bo adiaAtledw Then are 
great n«mb«(s of paasongem constantly i^veUm^ 
in the stean-boats on tbeee greit mere. TIm 
United States goveroroisiit could never repay JhtU 
tQu, the greet promote, if not the {wtgedor, of 
p|Pop«Ui«g boats by sttain ; it baa nuide the land in 
tbe Western Country of the United Stetce of 
donb)6 tiie val«e it would (rtb«ninfio hAne becou < 

From Pittabwg to New Oiieaae. about 900O 
nules, the steAv^oats are abovt ^btew day* 
on tbe passage; a kecA-boat is ab^nt thirty diqn^ 
A. steam^at wA. retam from New CNrieaas to 
Pititsburg in {^KNit fifty-six days. 

ta a short period there wfll be a na rigah to 
oomtvwication to these great Wealetn waters, by 
mefiiks <^ canals from the Hudson to tiie L«kes, 
and from thence to the rivers wlueh aie tribntary, 
^d Which are navigable to die Mississippi. Neai^ 
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400 dHlei Of eaa*l Mti^tMion aiie coatetiifiltttecl hy 
Ike itiite of Hiw Yttfky'ohtefa will mtv^ 1» iitkit& 
the Httdsott M€it to the Lftke Cbanrtdok, an^ 
also with Lakft Erie^ *id the latter will agaia b«^ 
uilod wiA the grettt^lFdfltem waters. Mora thtw 
900 tnitei of ommI mffigatiod hate «^ady be^ 
cMMpleteci, to* aetvo for th«l^arpo«e; and itt l^aft, 
it « iuppoBod tte^ tte whole mafptdfieettt uade^^ 
taking: wMl be acodttpiflhed. Tb^e will then be » 
eoDuaoaietttiott b^wttn Lake Miohi^«a and the* 
niiBoia ma, and bitween the (Hue sokd the 
watttB <rf Lake Brie ; o that the greater pait of (he 
Umted Stetes will fom one vast island, stMceptible 
of cifcanmaTigation t> tbe extent of many thon- 
aaad uaies. The expsnse of this great onderCaking 
to the state of New lork will be a litde more than 
a million sterling. 

There can be no lonbt, that other states, see- 
Mig tiie benefit derive! by New York from these- 
canals, wfll likewise te int>ai]»ted to improte their 
natoral advantages of forming' eomiDniHlMtions to 
ilie Western rirenst ut even less expense than it 
will cost the M»ite o' New York, Pemisylvania- 
oonld Isrm canats wich would eoEtnatmieafe' to" 
liwse watevs. Tbkt sate has already eonfiraeted 
for the cutting a caial of twettty^two miiies in- 
lepfgihv to improve tie narration of ^e riv«r 
SdmylkilL 

■ CWumdta lUter.-^lhe^ next river in the United- 
Statesy in point of esteaA, £gCr to the. Mlsi^fflppi- 
and some of tine streamt which i have described, is 
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the Colombia. TJiis river^ hft9 ite. soufce ia:tl» 
rocky mountams. Before itdisdMu^es itsdyfioto 
fM Pacific OceaB, it receiviEB several lai^ tribQtary 
streama; :Clark€t's river, Xevis's river, Miiltitofliah, 
&c. . At presttit there are tery fewsWhite. inhalMt- 
ants ^ho have, settle near the inout}i» or. on die 
bankft of thi? river. The C<4i:iiBhia» and its tribu- 
tary streams^ Mrould afford ai extensive nav^tion; 
and perhaps at some jAiture period^ by mean^ of 
canals, a coanQuniGation laff be made to lei^4o 
some of the viraters which ;fmpty themselves into 
the Mifsissippi. It is very probable^ that before 
many years have elapsed^ ;here will be a very 
considerable town near to tie mouth, of this river. 
The passage from thrice to China and the. East 
Indies will be but short ; we may tbenefore expect 
that the day will arrive, whei thi^ will be the mart 
of an extensive and adv^ntag^us commerce. This 
at present is mere specolatioa and it will be for t\ke 
writer of some other age to say whether this sur^ 
mise has b^m. realised. 

The Rwisr j^Toi^*— rThis river ako discharge* 
its waters i|i(o the Gulf of ^exioo, iil:30° 40 : o# 
north latiiiide. At its mouH, or on the bead of 
Mobile Bay» on. the. vest )faak, is sitoatod Hie, 
town of Mobile, which is mere ancient. than that of 
New Orleans. At the east side of the same Bay, 
stands the town of Blakelef. From these towns 
much commerce b carried <n. The river Mobile 
is formed by the junction o^' the rivers Tombigbee 
and Alabama^ which. taket« place about fortyri^e. 
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m^les.&o^ the.he^ of the Bay* These nrers, 
\^B^thev wjtti ona cal|^ the Black Warrior, whi^h 
yi ^bulary, to:^ X<HBbighee, aiOford , navigation 
f«riii9n.y .hundred ipik^ Near to th^se rivQfa, 
tbp s^UeD^Mants^iyhicli are. situated in the stat^ o£ 
AJabai^a, are iast mcr^nsing, for no part of tirci 
United States is better adapted for the cultivation 
of cotton^ &c. < 

There are 9eyeral rivers in fl(»rida, vehichwitt 
afford good navigation; the principal ones are, the 
St John, Escamlna, and Chatabouchy. Th^re s^rci 
several bays ; the princq»al one is that of Pensacola, 
aad the town of that name is situated on its 
niwgia« It is reasonable to suppose^ aa Floriija 
belongs to the United Stat^, that the advant^gCK 
MS sUuation of Pensacola. will cause considerable 
commerce to be conducted here, not oiUy w;ith 
Florida, but. from the neighbouring states of Ala- 
bama and Louisiana. 

TheSa^anmah River. — This river is of p^rti^- 
lar consequence to the state of Gepi^. ; It takes 
ks rise 22Q miles from the sea, £*om the junction 
of two rivers called the Tijigulp and K^if e^. It^ 
diisch^rges its waters in tlie Atlantic ocean, .sev^- 
Uim^iBm below the town of Saya^mJi, to M^hu^ 
flace it is navigable for ships of. burdi^if* ^ tifH 
laavigaUe for boats and small craft 140 miles 
b^^er, to the town of Augusta. A. little beyond 
tim town are the Falls; but the river can be navi- 
gated for eighty m^es beyond those Falls, even $o 
the mouth q( the Tugulo. 
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Thehs we also in thi« stirtd tit GMlrgia, the 
riv^t Chatahonchy, {vrhkh foMftS the WtiAMnt 
bOQiidairy of tht state with Florida,) St. Mary'it 
Rher, Turtle Eiver, Gre«t SitaHa, Little Sltina, 
Cfooked River, and flte 0^ech« :Mt6r.-^The 
Cliatahoachy and St. Mary'« liter tiffof^ ^Md 
Mktigatiott. 

In South Carolina, the Santee is the lalgteM 
river in the state, f hi^ i» fontted by thoitHidti<m 
in the ulterior of tho fttate^ Of two (uoall rit«r8, fkti 
Congeree and Wat^%e. ttiia river itdttiks of ^od 
navigation. Tlfte Great Pedee River also mils in 
this state; this is 800 tniles )n lengtii, and navi» 
gable for boats of fifty or sixty tons, for at teftM 
200 miles. This river fidls into Wiu^aw Bay, MMck 
Is the bay or harbour for €teorge town. Oo^[)erstud 
A^ey rivem, by their junction, fbnn fiie htt^bottr 
for the port of Charleston. Cooper riveV risen 
about fifty miles north-west of Chariefttoft, ffot fitf 
from the Santee, to which there is a ei^Md. Ash- 
ley river is one of trifling imporiimc^. 

In North CaroHna, Cape JFW Mittr h tb« 
kageftt in the state. If empties itdelf in the At- 
tatttie at Cape Fear, in 90° 40. Brdntowick is «h« 
fiMt town from the ocean, situated on its banks f 
^en Wilmington;' and at a Consid^abte distatMCi 
from the ilea is the flourishing town of Fayettevfllev 
^ stream iff therefore of considerable knpovtMMe'^ 
Tfie rirer Rokndke, which is long and rapid, taki69 
its name after the junctioil of the Staafltoii Aiv^r 
which rises in Vii^nia, wkh the Dam of Nofib 
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Gtaolka^. Tb« R^i«Mfoke is navigable fo^ lat^' 
vearsds thirfy rtfles froth Alftfeiharfb Stfuhd, \«rh'd^^ 
it etn^iei? itself; and tbt ves^ls 6f thirty toMft ft % 
nttvi^alMtf (o the falfe, MVtoty tttile^ liigh^r; ttnd 
aboV« (be AlJis, botft^ of a f^W tottt^ Aiiy nav^at4 
ie ibr 100 ^iit». 

The River Neuse, — which has its rise id' ftii^ 
laottritates^ <)^ Kortb ()aro)iiia, takes' a^ cn-eoitous 
<f(Hli^ of MO' Ddiilei^, and^eitoptiei^ itiself iiWo P^n^tkl' 
9(mnd. If is itdVi^bl^ for «6ii vesMe}^ tv^elve itHtei§r 
11^]^; for res^^ 6f tbii^ td foHly tdtts.flftyM^; )dJr<F 
f^ MOflts'20aittMesi Beside^ the Jlbdve, tb^e tbtf 
Pamlico, or Tar river, Chowan river, afkt c^veral^ 
dtfaer sorafief <Hu$», a»^«r #Mdii' atliirfi^ of aavi< 

PdMm:d SoUna,--^- a Ekilff of fttktj' d^ ihlirh^d[' 
se<a,' IiM> miles iii' I<!tf^i atrd sibotit 2d bitosfd'/ 
It is separated^ frdffith^ AtIaitrtitioiil)r'tijr{isai]^dy' 
licf^wliii iidt nidr^- tfi^n » mite in- v^idfb-. A' fbw 
l^ftes^ oi' shirttbs' ^o# opon tki» beach, ttifi^bt'^li' 
-^Aikch arese^etttl sttiall' inlets frotn thd sea. Tins' 
cditAMiAtt;attfes^tHlflit'AIbettiad«'Selafld, ^hith its al«d^ 
af' sort* of inland^ sea, sixty riiffles* lon^ attdf abAtf^ 
tfitt' broad, lyin^ norA off Paifblicd Soui/rf. Thdy* 
^^ > ^itttatied^id la^^de' SS^ &. 

Jiaii!ePs' Ri^tfty-^-h' flue aiblslt' iittpfdrtent in i^d 
stite ofl'^irgittii'.' Its sbtii'6te- is' hi the AUegfiaAy' 
mountains. Thti' t^hoie^ Ieftf^th"o*=«his riV6i*, in*' 
cfWittg ite tifriimgs, if*' mbrfe tAdm-SOKJ* rifles. It 
recei¥te«f' seVefal' tribttfairy' streamsv the* cfcHif^ 

X 
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the Chickahominy, the Nansemond, and the 
Elizabeth : on the banks of the latter, the town 
of Norfolk is situated. This river, and several 
of its tributary ones, admit of good navigation. 
Their vraters fall into the bay of Chesapeak in 
latitude 57"", opposite to the opening with the 
ocean. 

York River^ — ^is one which affords a good 
harbour for vessels; there being four fathoms 
water for twenty miles above York-town. This 
river is formed by the junction of the Pamonky 
and Mathaponey. It also falls into the bay of 
Chesapeak. 

. The River RappahannoCt — is also one which 
admits of a good navigation. The source of this 
river is from some small streams which take their 
rise in the Alleghany mountains. This river is 
discharged into the bay of Chesapeak. 

The River Potomac j — runs through the district of 
(^olumbia. On its banks is situated the. federal 
city of Washington. This river rises in the Al- 
leghany mountains, and, after taking many turns, 
and running 400 miles, falls into the bay of 
Chesapeak. The Potomac is navigable for ships 
of any burden for 100 miles; and for light craft 
a considerable distance higher; the different tri- 
butary istreams, the prmcipal of which is the She- 
nandank, also admit of navigation. 

It has already been stated, that the PotomaOt 
Rappahannoc, York, and James rivers, all dischai^ge 
their waters into the bs^ of Chesapeak; and before 
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I enumerate any other rivers which empty them- 
selves into this bay, it will be proper to give a 
short description of it. — ^This bay first takes its 
formation at the mouth of the Susquehannah 
river, near to which it receives several creeks or 
small rivers. The bay at this part is about seven 
miles broad, and so it continues for twenty miles ; 
it then widens to about fourteen miles, and con- 
tinues that or a greater breadth for twenty-five 
miles further; it is then contracted for about twenty- 
three miles, after which its breadth again enlarges, 
but at one part, near the Patuxent river, it is again 
no more than seven miles wide. It soon, however, 
stretches out to the breadth of about thirty miles, 
and in no part afterwards is it less than twenty- 
three miles, until it approaches the outlet to the 
ocean, which is fifteen miles broad. The whole 
extent of this great bay is about 190 miles from 
north to south: it receives the entire waters of 
the state of Maryland, nearly all those of Virgi- 
nia, which flow on the eastern side of the Alleg- 
hany mountains, most of the Pennsylvania rivers, 
and several from the state of Delaware. No bay 
in any part of the world is of greater magnitude. 

Patapsco River. — This river rises in York 
County, Pennsylvania, and pursues a south-east 
course to within eight miles of Baltimore ; it there 
changes its course, and runs eastwardly over the 
Mis; and then widens at Baltimore, where it is 
about two miles and a half in breadth. This 
river, which is navigable to Baltimore for vessels 
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drawing eigliteen ^et of wa^er, falls iff^ifii %\^^ \^j 
of Chesapeak. 

The Patuxentj — ^hich is a ^g^r ijy^ ^fm 
Ijl^e one last described, also discharges it^ watei^ 
iqto the b^y qf Chesapeak. \t a4a)its y^^ek^ ^ 
250 tons^ fifty miles from it&i lqo^t^. <M t^e f^V 
em side of the Chesapeake t^herg ^re n^ai^j iriv^si 
nyhich fall into that be^y ; and ^y^ral of them wiU 
admit of navigation. The foUowing 9fe tl^^ nam^ 
9f some of the pr^<4p^ qnes ; Pol^oipoI^e^M^^f^qfl^ 
mico, I^atnticokei K^ttiurine, Chpp^^l^, S^. ]^ 
diael'Sy Chester, £ll^e,Wye» ^a^rai^ andJ^Jk^mw* 
rivers. On the nortf^ ig tl)e rs^)i4 wA imppstaiiyl 
river^ the Snsquehannal^, th^ east. I^ranch pf y(}»9k 
rises in Lake Otsego, i^ tbe, stf^t^ of N,^w Yojih 
l)ut the western brwc|i. l^ajs its s^iw^, ii) Ul^ AJ^^ 
\^9^j mountains. !Qoth thes^^ brsmchj&St, before tfaejs 
upfX^f i^kfi very ciirc^iitpus cpflr?^?- Th^ Q^lire 
^gtl^, f^m the otolith of t|;i)s riy^r to th^ hmk 
pf U\e eastern b^r?«lcl^, i§ about 4^ wle8>; wid..w*th 
aome expen^, whifh for so gre?;^ m ^^JfifLyfov^ 
l(^ ^^ifliijig, it.Pjig^il be r^n^ered nayigajb^. % bAftft 
^e v^hole distance. At pi?§se«| i| is n^jrigaUeiM 
ko^e yesse^f bjtit a C^vy ip^ea frrppi. tJfte h^ qI 
Chesape^ik. 

TM^ riv^s in t^ st^tepf Dela-war? ^, apI 
o|much extent. The one» hpwever, c^J^Mraf^- 
^I^Qr^ek is of [gr^at impp^tancj?, ^^ cQ^Qqi^n94&> 
of tJ^e niimbf r of miUs ajijid n^anu^liprie^: whjff]^ 
are there ^st^lilishj^d. Mpr^ tJ^an 1^ nMll-SMte 
jyrA now 0? cupied^ asid mpr« Uian 500,000, bimlifte^ 
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6f wheat are ahnually ground into flour at tbiil 
plftce j biit I rfefbr to the chapter ott Commerce for i, 
more (^eirtitlular descriptioil. 

The IZfver Deldwart.— The sbUrce of this rit6r 
te in thci state of New York. It takeis d fiduth- 
west course, and enters Pennsylvania in 42^ of 
nbtth Isltitude. It then runs south wardly, and se-. 
p«itdtes New Yoik from Pennsylvania. It {hen 
fldWi^ to a pcrint of the fetate of New Jersey ,; lati- 
tilde ^i** 24', and runs on to Delawarfe bay, depurat- 
ing i^ei&iisyltahia and Nfew Jdrseiy fyi up1*rard* df 
IS^ mites. This river id iiavigabte frbid its moiith 
to Philadelphia, (ISfO miles,) for any Ship of the line; 
it is nkiig^hle for sloops tcr Trenttfii Falls; an^ fof 
lOO n&iiles fbrther, for boats or small ctali. Several 
cSegant iM6am-bdats ply iipon the l)elawar6. 

Th6 Riv^ SdhUylkill,—n^ei iii a ridge of iM 
AH^^hafiy mountains. It takes a south-east cfe- 
r^iio^ for upwards of 120 mil^, and dischafrgei^ 
ititJlf into the Delaware, six inilds below the city of 
PbilaAlelf^ia. From its mouth, it is navigable for 
alb6Qt eighty-six miles. It is iti contemplation td 
form a canal betwixt this river and the Susquehanhab. 
SCf6tild this be completed, it is probable that other 
^diisfls will be formed, to unite the waters witb 
lakte EHi, afnd fitiiaUy to commumcate witb thef 
Ohto. 

The rivef s ih I^eW Jeri&fey ar^ not of iiKuch im- 
|J6ftkflce, unless the Delawai'e and the Hudson 
rtVer^ should be claimed as iii patt belOH^g td 
this i^tat^; itf which case my remark wotiM not 
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apply. The Hackensac and the Passaic, which da 
not admit of navigation, excepting for a few miles, 
are the principal rivers of this state. On the Pas- 
saic there are numerous manufactories, which give 
the river an importance it would not otherwise 
possess. 

The Hvdsony — or, as it is called at New York, 
ikk^ North River y — is one of the most important that 
falls into the Atlantic. Its source is in a moun- 
tainous country, between Lakes Ontario and Cham- 
plain and from thence to its discharge in York Bay, 
or at the city of New York, is 250 miles. The 
course of this river is in the state of New York, 
which in some parts it separates from New Jersey; 
but the state of New York claims the entire river. 
It is navigable for vessels drawing no more than 
nine feet of water to Albany, a distance of 170 
miles from its mouth ; smaller vessels can proceed 
much further. This river, in a part of its coui^e, 
runs between some of the highest mountains in the 
United States, through a passage which some 
dreadful convulsion of nature must have worked 
for it. 

It has been already mentioned, that, by means 
of canals, some of which the Americans are now 
excavating, it is intended to join this river with 
the great western waters. To this they have 
strong inducements, as at present it is calculated 
that 600,000 tons of goods are annually moved on 
the waters of this river. There are several steam- 
boats, one of which, the ** Chancellor Livingstone,'' 
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18 not excelled for size or elegance in any part of 
the world : this vessel sails regularly for Albany ,1 
and has accommodations for 200 passengers. Her 
length on deck is 175 feet. Several others are 
bat little inferior. Steam-boats, in the United- 
States, generally move at the rate of seven milesi 
an hour, unless they have to stem a strong current. 
There are several steam-boats employed in cross- 
ing both this> the North, and likewise the East 
river. These in their formation resemble two narrow 
boats fastened together on the deck^ and the wheel, 
for there is but one, acts between the two boats. 
The ferry is so formed, that its mai^in rises and falls 
with the tide, so that the deck of these boats is 
always level with the wharf. A person can there- 
fore drive a carriage, or, if on horseback, ride on 
the deck of die boat, without having occasion to 
dismount; and when on the opposite side, he can 
ride or drive with equal ease. 

One of the horse-boats which cross the 
North river to Mohawken, is of a very peculiar 
construction ; and I shall avail myself of Profesi^r 
SiUiman's description of one exactly similar, em- 
ployed at another part of the same river. ^'The 
horse ferry-boat is on the principle of an inclined 
plane: the horses at one side look to the bow, 
the other to the stem; their feet take hold of 
channels or grooves, cut in the wheels in the di« 
rection of radii : they press forward, and although 
they advance not, any more than a squirrel in a 
revolving cage, or a dog at a spit, yet their 
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WpM pm^w Ibfi wbeel ta turn. Rnd act «ad 
PfPP(4 th§ bpA( 98 in ft st^ftal or other hor«e> 
l)(^fi(;." Tl^p ^t is, th&t tb« i^fiigbt of the aQimal 
aqjs, i^ yrpU gfi kw forcp or stipngtl). These bo»t8 
^p^i^Qpfor a ^hwi distftRCd; and fanr horaea> em* 
plpyfid upon th^ principle «f thew bo»ts, wW 
p^Qpejl pnf>, which in ^« commoQ mode voold 
reflmir^ tT^'^vo, 

Got^^tiimt ^ew-— The aoiwoe of thi» rivcar 
i« |i;i th^ )vgh l^adq Yrhi«h «ep»r«te Uw state of 
YermpM ^ftm ^he Uritifh p««af«itM«w in Osouidft. 
Its cpufSi^ i^ thr^HVsh oftei o^ the mosri; tbioldy 
s^e^le^i p^t^ oif th,e.V>Mted Stateft^ Ma»y1b«aafr 
fpl i(fyfi^ or. Yill^«^ 94om and e«tivm its banks. 
T^i^ rivfjr i^ 0,^ Qavi|^hl« lor mojpe than sixty 
119^^ ([(om it» VMWthi ¥.hi«& i# sitwkted in L<»is 
l£^nd| Siftiwd. Several, 9i9»H«i! mwk empiiy thett. 
s^ves iptpj the^ CU>iw»(w;tifiiit» vhi!(^ awi re nwr kWri fl 
only for affording ad^a^9Sieoi9£k aite» Isr mjUU 
s§ft^. Thp ^f>»rc»ast ^ C;oWHIcti«?«t is prwided 
-ii(Uh S^ ^ftt^bQui^. Ne^ IwEMid^QiL b»rb4»w opeos 
t9,tbft.%t)Utl|, a^ ia lAEgQ QBii qowrenienl; DfMtiW 
ei^ e«tr;3g9iC.e> 1^ k^% ^<wt gt)« ^tM^U^niA waIc^ 
va^ a gap4. iM^tQm; a«d fpr, ^. njki above- the 
t<^wi^ 1$ (i^fectly &«qi4re fotr lai^e ^ps, fiMfh 
hsvvi^B h^lbftur. h^ good ^nchKitragfii gROHnd ;. wAi 
cf^w(^ti4^ ^U^e ar».tv,e*tyrtWi^ feet water ai 
fl^qd^ipd fiifteen.atlovii.wsA^. XhM hwrho«iri»& 
89irt, of bay, whiqh rqnst isK noctliwiEMfdlji frpw« ti»e 
s$)u^d abi^Qt four raUes; the entr^uKee is'S^nih^tf 
a mile wide. 
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PravidenoB i2i>€r,-*^disdiarg^ itsdf itit(k Na^ 
n^nset baj, in the »tate of Uhode Idand. Tb# 
source of this river is in several small l>fatichest 
some of which take their rise in Massachusetts. 
This river is navigable for large vessels to the tbwii 
of PiovidenTO, thirty miles from the sea. 

Taunton, Patucket, WancLspatucket, and Mo^ 
sbasuck Rwers, all discharge themsdves into the 
same bay oi Naraganset. These rivers are inferior 
in consequence to Providence river ; but scHSie of 
tb#m afford excellent sited for mfllnieatSy and 
many mills and manufactories ate sccordtngty 
erected* 

Nar^tgamset Bajf. — ^Tbis bay encomposi^eg 
many beautsful islands, and senres to coniniuni«' 
cate with. some commodious harbours; the prion 
capal Qioe is Newport. This barbe^r is nt6t ex- 
celled in the United Slates, nor pethaps in any 
other country ; bnt wi^ all its advantages, it has^ 
Ofily a small portion, either of the t^ade of which 
it could once boast, or of the y^m^ whichf 
foiOQieffly floated upon its. bosom. New York 
sqppears as a vortex, whklt dra^s^ in neavly: all 
the iotmga, cmBmePce of this part «f the Umt^: 
States. 

Merimmeh River. — This river, irkich envies 
itedf ittto. thie sea. at Neivibury Fort, Mos^achu- 
setta,. is navigable twenty mites flwn its^ memth. 

Chariest Medfotdj and My^Uc Rhpef% Mi into^ 
Boston^ hartiour. Tbougb not navigable ^r afiy 
gwgtt distance^ they serve to form the beatrtifbl 
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bay of BoG^n. Besides the bay of Boston^ there 
are those of Ipswich, PlymouHi, Barnstaple, and 
Buzzard, in this state. 

Penobscot JBtVer,-— discharges its waters into 
the bay of that name, in the state of Maine. This 
river is navigable to, the Falls about forty miles 
from the sea. 

Kennebeck River. — ^This fine river has two 
sources, one of which is in Lake Megantic, situ- 
ated in the high lands which separate the British 
territory in Canada from those of the Umted 
States; the other source is Moosehead Lake, in 
the state of Maine. During its course, it receives 
Sandy Biver from the west, Sebastacook and 
several other streams from the east, and empties 
itself into the sea near Cape Small Point. 

Androscoggin River ^ — ^is a tributary stream to 
the Kennebeck. Its source is in Lake Umbagog, 
New Hampshire ; and it dischai^es its waters into 
the Kennebeck, about twenty miles from the sea, 
and 146 from its source. Previously to its junc- 
tion wiHi the Kennebeck, at one place it ap- 
proaches within two miles of the ocean. There 
are several smaller rivers in this state, but they 
do not merit a particular description. 

The sea-coast of the state of Maine is indented 
with several bays. The principal of these are 
the following: — Penobscot bay, which is nearly 
fifty miles wide, and in which are several islands : 
Casco bay, which is remarkably beautiful, and 
contains upwarjis of 300 islands, some of which 
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are inhabited : Broad bay, Wells bay, Saco, Ma- 
chias, and Pasmaquoddy bays; the latter sepa- 
rates the British provinces of New Brunswick 
from those of the United States. 



It must not be supposed by the reader, that 
the previous enumeration includes all the streams 
with which the United States are enriched. In 
several of them considerable numbers are passed 
over in silence, which, in the topography of 
England, would merit a particular description, and 
be deemed as of inestimable value. In no portion 
of tiie globe has nature been more profuse in her 
bounties, particularly in rivers, than in America. 
She seems to have laid the foundation of a mag- 
nificent empire, destined in some future age to 
stand among the nations of the earth, like Columbus 
among navigators, a stupendous monument of 
unrivalled superiority. 
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CHAP. XIV. 



PUHLId ftC^ADS. 



lo^ the survey ^hkk 1 am takii^ of tb^ United 
States^ it would hh a culpable OBQi83ion to pass 
over the Public Rdads in tola! siUnce ; and 1 
sh^d merit censHife, w^ns 1 to cfs^tend toy obi^r- 
vatioBd to an immoderate length, ob A subfect 
wfa^e the lAaterlals. are so scttaty^ 

The RoadS^ id mcRst «f %h6 old Atlantio states^ 
are on the wkote: bet^r thiln <Sould possibly he 
expeeteld, ooiiididering thdt they are in a country el 
isuch recent settlements and that the population is 
so thinly scattered. 

In the Eastern territories, all the public roads 
are good; those especially from New York to 
Philadelphia, are scarcely exceeded in England. 
This may be easily inferred from the expedition 
with which travellers accomplish their journeys. 
The distance one way between these towns is 
ninety-six miles, and ninety-one by another. In 
one instance, I knew several gentlemen, who left 
New York in a public stage at five o'clock in 
the morning, dined at Philadelphia, and returned 
the same evening, arriving at New York by nine 
o'clock. In some places the roads are made 
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in^^Q^; this ip dope % i^y^ig cjayim trw^, ^od 
8$,th?se sia^, otkprs^r^ la^ ppop, tb#iQ. In Q^e 
plft^e, ijt was e,D|»{i^ed, ^hftt th^ ftrat tr*e« wl^^ 
bMl Vew laW ^PiVn h^4 aunl^. tveii#y feet toio 
the surface. W^§ t^^f^ i« ^f>|t ^jjijolj tjfaiv^H^ngi 
ift cawept I?iB §«BQQtfid t^ t^]|<p>^ wiWibftgood ; 
this i?.<?f CQ«fiS8 t^e^ qas^ i^ all t^ q^Jjy-P^D^ 
ga^j^^; ^d n^Mf^ l|av%g be^ so hoi^U^l tQ 
thi^ o^ntry ii^, fprflist^inf na^ig^bie ftre^jpas, ii 
Wa»y pJafiQs. tfee i^oa^^ are i^^lpct^, 

The. Affipr^^B^ hai^ UP^Wbtedljf £| gr-^at sfewe 
e£ i9dwdry ; ^4 in ip^kipg roaflp aprf, cwwte ii;ift 
paitiqularly Q<waspi«uo»»ft, T^he i9Ml»o4 ^hic^ tfcaja 
gen^rajyiy adap>t is, tg le* off tlM^worfe by CQi»ti«ejl< 

SonifV of ^^Ne^^^^ng^d F««W^. (o» |h%l$9»lj:^^ 
«9 t^py are t^l»^.i^ .Ainw¥5^>tfrQqwotiy^».the 

Q«»tfWitWS j aftd.il i^ilw pq^ifete tj^dpHVJe, ^jpq^ft 
t« s^Vf^ liajbouF, th^e people w^ll. ^WCjowr. i|*, 1^ 
mis^^e ^oa.^^ the plough W. 9lm^t: alw^^.wiadfc 
l^he. SQii^ beii^; fir&| l^^^^nn^ 1;^^ tbi» instwiMn^ 
if the ground be too high, or want levelling^ % iMM 
holds a sort of trough, cased at the front with iron, 
which being drawn by an ox or a horse, is soon 
filled with the loose earth which has been plough- 
ed, and is then taken to any other part where it 
is wanted. Notwithstanding wages are so much 
higher in America than in England, yet I believe, 
from the modes which the inhabitants have devised 
to save labour, and their superior way of working, 
that roads and canals are made there at no greater 
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expense than in Great Britain. They have under- 
taken to construct a road from Washington to the 
Western Country; and, as the Americans would 
say, " it has progressed considerably." It is pro- 
bable, that at some future period this road will 
only terminate at the Pacific ocean. 

There are several extensive and beautiful Bridges 
in the United States. Some, near Philadelphia, over 
the river Schuylkill, are handsome structures. 
They are built of wood, it is true, but they are 
erected in an elegant and substantial manner, 
being roofed or covered over. There are many of 
this description throughout tiie Union. But even 
these precautionary measures cannot render the 
materials imperishable. These bridges will, how- 
ever, serve for a season every purpose for which 
they have been erected ; and when they begin to 
fall into decay, the citizens, having marked the 
progress of trade, agriculture,' and population, will 
supply dieir places with those of stone or cast iron, 
sdeeting situations adapted to their own con- 
Teniency. 
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CHAP. XV. 



SLAVERY, AND ITS EFFECTS. 

In all ages, some men, ia consequence of obtaining 
power, have made others of their fellow species 
slaves. In sacred, as well as profane history, we 
read of slaves. In republican Rome, slaves were 
entirely at the mercy of their masters. Even by 
the mild and beneficent precepts of Christianity, 
which, in the language of heaven, tells us to ^^do 
unto others as we would they should do unto us ;" 
to consider all men as our brethren; and to view 
the Almighty, who governs and rules the universe, 
as our common Father, — ^it has not been wholly abo- 
lished, slavery being still practised by men pro- 
fessing to be Christians. Nay, even in Britain 
this most odious traffic in human blood has been 
tolerated. In the British West India islands this 
monster, slavery, exhibits its infernal features; and, 
strange as it may appear, in christian America 
slavery stalks abroad in thirteen states, surrounded 
as it were by a rampart of laws. Thus, in thirteen 
portions of what is termed a free and independent 
empire, in which the rights of mankind are taken 
as the basis of the constitution for the citizens, the 
n^ro or black man is held in detestable bondage. 
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It is true, that the curse of slavery has been 
entailed upon the Americans by their European 
ancestry; and, to the honour of several of the 
Eastern States, it should be recorded, that since 
the country has become independent, slavery has 
been abolished. In a few years, slavery will no 
longer exist ixt the state of New York ;*and in New 
Jersey also, measures have been taken to effect a 
gyadual abolitioB. In New Jersey, a few y«ani 
since, it was legid for masters, (psovided th^ kwt 
tiie ctmscftt of the skeve9,) tO're«KMre themt^^anjp 
ether slate ; and many audragesf on baaauCy \*«ra 
committed undor tJbe sanction, of tfais' Iemt. At thab 
(ine^. skuves wece selling al New JerBeg^^ fM abo«ft 
tfavee bandred doUatSi each, which in Niew OdeMW 
wane WMth. sevea or eight: hundred dottai8<; and 
the traffic of. slaves; in conaeqnance became cen^ 
skifffaUe. 

Jufiticfts^ of tlke^ peace at that time, waiir iaani 
basQ caaflgh^ kt NewtJeiaey, tai attest that slaiM 
had: consented to. be^ removed; when in maBQiria^ 
ataoces^ they had. nevm cscaoHBed thaob Ta pnn 
vent the centinuanceof tMs tcaik; tUe legislataM 
of Ne^ Jetsey mtwfeied^ and p«t\a step totiBBM 
praMedings;; . aadLat.presenIt any pcason raoiapmgitt 
siAte* froff^ that: ataie^ haa to^ gtv» arlkaal^^kiac 
bearvy penalty) th^t hff.shallbetretomad. AMM)agk 
we might offear soaM: jiaUfadiMi for (he plajMlcf»TiBi 
th^ old Southevn States wtha ' cfKntiima! slajtrery; ysk 
uooe. eaaibe offi^ned fiMraihiitdsg^theistat&^of llfia^ 
sow lilted the Uraonvwabhta ti^kralioiijof tUa^diiwff 
practice, 
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Tb€ Americans may boast of tbe rights of man, 
the great law of nature, as being the. basis of their 
constitution; they may deqjiaim against tyranny 
and oppression; yet every man who becomes a 
slaverbolder in Missouri, is a tyrant of their crea- 
tion. The gre^t law of liberty is as much invaded 
by permitting , their fellow-creatures to be enslaved 
in Misspijri, as it was by an Austrian despot pre- 
ifenting, by the ai4 pf the bayonet, the people of 
.Naples from enjoying a free constitution. To the 
honour of the inhabitants of New York and Phil- 
adelphia be it spoken, that they have done much in 
jRftYOur of the blacks. With respect to the former 
city, during the period when the Missouri question 
was agitated in congress, a public meeting took 
place on the 16th November, 1819, relative to the 
admission of that state into the Union; and one of 
the resolutions passed, was, ^^That in the opinion 
of. this meting, the ^dqiission of slavery into such 
State . or territory, would be contrary to the spirit 
of.our free and excellent cpnstitution, and injurious 
to the highest interests of the nation." Of those 
membens in congress, from the Eastern states, who 
voted for the, permission of slavery in Missouri, 
mne out of ten were not afterwards returned : they 
yr^re^ considered as men unworthy of the confi- 
dence of their fallow-citizens, because they had 
acted in contradiction to the known and declared 
^ sentimeiUs of their constituents. 
«k Thpse who are possessed of slaves, and who 
dj^fiwd. the principle, say that they are equally as 
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comfortable as other working people, if not nrore 
so ; and certainly, on many plantations^ the negro 
huts are not contemptible dwellings. But, 
like a beast of burden, the slave is attended to 
in consequence of his value, and of the increased 
work which he is able to perform by being in a 
healthy state. The negroes in general are allowed 
to have small gardens, in which they cultivate ve- 
getables, such as potatoes, both the Irish and the 
sweet ones; together with pumpkins, melons, &c. 
They are also permitted to keep poultry ; and, on 
many plantations, they have a certain time allowed 
for their own work. But notwithstanding there are 
many indulgent masters, yet there are several 
whose characters are just the reverse. We might 
indeed suppose that the owners of slaves would 
for their own interest act with kindness; yet^ in 
defiance of this, and the claims of humanity, they 
are known to act with cruelty. On many planta- 
tions, the agonizing shriek of the negro safieri^ 
under the lash, is almost continually to be heard ; 
and on others, several of the unhappy negroes have 
heavy chains on their legs, while others have iron 
collars on their necks. O Slavery, how horrid is 
thy appearance ! — It is fortunate that the negroes 
are in general of a very happy and social disposi- 
tion, passionately fond of music and dancing, for 
even whilst at work they are generally singing. 
^ I have often been surprised, at New Orleans, 
to see groups of forty or fifty negroes manacM 
with chains, &c. still at their work, and encoan^- 
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ing each other with their songs ; thus appearing to 
foiiget "chains and slavery." In some of the 
Southern States, several female blacks having been 
permitted to attend the markets, have acquired 
thereby many hundred dollars. The blacks indeed 
are the only persons who serve the inhabitants with 
vegetables, fish, &c. and with the sums they thus 
acquire many have purchased their freedbm. 

From the cruelty with which some masters treat 
their slaves, we might expect their resentment. 
In some instances this has occurred, and the 
masters have been murdered; but these occur- 
rences are rare. The owner or overseer of a plan- 
tation is undoubtedly always in danger, if he has 
incurred the animosity of the slaves. 

The effects of slavery are truly appalling. 
Where slavery exists, virtue and morality are swept 
away as witii a flood of corruption. Vice stalks 
forth by day-light; there is no need for it to seek 
the concealment of darkness. Although a black 
or colpured person is never allowed to be in the 
cQmpany of a respectable white female, nor will 
a white man associate with a coloured one; yet 
where slavery exists, many of the whites constantly 
cohabit with females of colour, even with the 
blackest of the negro race, and some live in this 
shameful connection even with their own children! 
for there are states in which there is no law against 
iBO^st* To an Englishman, it may appear strange, 
that a white man, of any feeling, should be willing 
to become the father of slaves ; but he does not 
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look through American spectacles; for in the 
United Stated there are many, who, by education 
and association, are gentlemen, that are guilty oT 
this shameful practice; and the consequence is, 
that in some instances there are slaves who are 
perfectly white. I need not, however, confine this 
remark to the Middle or Southern States ; for in 
New Jersey there is a man, a farmer, who had 
three negresses, by each of whom he had children ; 
and whenever he could dispose Of these his own 
offspring, he sold them, in the same manner as 
he would have disposed of his hogs ! 

It is not to be wondered at that the female 
of colour receives the addresses of the white 
man. Taught from her infancy to consider the 
white as a superior order of being, she soon yields 
to his solicitations; and the rite of marriage is 
disregarded, from the singular fact, th&t in some 
of the Southern States it is illegal for a white 
person to marry one of colour. In New Orleans, 
when a white itian is desirous of Ihitkg vrith a 
coloured female, it is common to get a nottu*y 
fo draw up something like art^cl^es of copartner- 
ship; these in general are for a certain number 
Of years. — ^The laws against slaves, in sdme "O^f 
the states, are very severe: If the mafirter wifiAite 
a slave to be punished, he has merely to oi^er 
it. If a person of colour strike a white man,abfd 
if the prosecutor insist upon it, the slave, accordfilig 
to law, must lose his right arm. If he be guilty ^ 
disrespect, he will be ordered a number of bushes. 
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In some states, no person of colour can inherit 
property, or obtain it by the will or testament of a 
nrhite. In the Southern States, even those persons 
of colour who are free, are in great danger of 
being again enslaved, if they should unfortu- 
nately happen to lose their papers of freedom, and 
be arrested: it remains with them to prove they 
are freie; this may require ^me time, during 
which they have to remain in gaol ; and al- 
though they may afterwards prove the injustice 
of their having been detained, they are sold for a 
certain time to pay their gaol fees, by which means 
some are robbed of their liberty. Common jus- 
tice dictates, that congress ought to interfere, to 
prevent the continuance of this shameful conduct^ 
wherever it is practised against free persons of 
colour. 

Many fine blacks are known to be kidnapped,^ 
and it is difficult for a black on a plantation to 
escape, and tell his tale of woe. And should he 
be able to go to a justice, and complain that he hai;^ 
been kidnapped, it is probable he would be dis- 
believed and flogged ; and on being returned to the 
plantation, he would be manacled, as a punishment 
for his attempt to recover his rights. — It would cer- 
tainly be gratifying to humanity to see a general 
^mancipation of the people of colour throughout 
the United States, but this ought to be effected by 
ViCry gradusd means ; for if it were otberwise, the 
blacks themselves might be the sufferers. There is, 
however, no probability of these persons being 
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emancipated ; for so long as the labour of slaves 
can be procured cheaper than that of freemen, 
slavery will be continued. — It is difficult to de- 
termine with precision what is the cost of labour 
performed by slaves, but the following may be 
taken as a general estimate. Tbe value of a good 
healthy negro, at twenty-five years of age, in the 
Southern States is about 700 dollars. The interest 
upon this sum, we ought to take at 7} per cent.; 
and considering the life of a negro at fourteen 
years, it would stand as follows: — 

Dollars, 

First cost '• 700 

Interest upon the same, 52 dollars 50 cents per annum, 

which would amount in fourteen years to 735 

Clothing, and expense of maintenance, 80 dollars per an- 
num... 1120 

2555 

The above sum, it is presumed, would thus be 
expended in fourteen years ; which would be 182 
dollars and 50 cents per annum, or about three 
dollars and a half per week^ 1 do not offer this as 
any correct datum, although 1 do not think it far 
from the cost of negroes' labour in the Southern 
States. On some plantations, where the slave is 
fed and clothed meanly, he will not cost so mach ; 
but the original price and interest will be the same, 
therefore the difference can only be in the mam- 
tenance. It is customary on some plantations, to 
allow only a peck of Indian com per week, for the 
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sust^iauce of a slave; but as the yalue of com 
fluctuates, it is impossible to give any exact ac- 
count of the. expense of maintenance. On some 
plantations, the slaves are allowed pork or fish. 

In those states where slavery is abolished, 
** there is a strong propensity in the people of 
colour to congregate, in the large towns ; where," 
93 the, governor of New York expresses it, ** they 
9.re particularly exposed to the contagion of bad 
example." When I first arrived in the United 
States, and heard the citizens express so mean an 
opinion of the whole race, I considered it as the 
result of prejudice, and of an improper feeling 
which was cherished towards these unfortunate 
beings ; but when I saw the cringing fawning ser- 
yility which marked their conduct, noticed the 
numerous acts of depredation which many of them 
committed, and the vicious afid immoral lives which 
many of them led, I no longer wondered at the 
general opinion which was entertained concerning, 
them. There can be no doubt, that this conduct 
U chiefly to be traced to the very degraded light 
in which they are viewed. When blacks quarrel, 
the most taunting and provoking epithet which 
they can employ, and which they often do use, is, 
that of calling each other " a dirty black naygur." 
Nothing in fact but brutality can be expected from 
persons who are considered as sustaining the cha- 
racter of brutes, and who are treated accordingly. 
We therefore see from hence, that even in those 
states where slavery is abolished, the effects re* 
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main. It is like a disease which has infected the 
body, but has happily been removed : — the rotten- 
ness which had tainted the system, has left some of 
its paralyzing effects ; and many years must elapse 
before these effects will cease to operate. 

The blacks or coloured people, both from 
choice, and from the prejudices of the whites, are 
obliged to associate with each other; and this in 
New York and Philadelphia they frequently do. 
They are uniformly fond of gaiety, and at their 
dances many of the females dress in the most 
costly and extravagant manner ; and, with regard 
to the young men, there is no want of black dandys 
at these splendid interviews. With respect to 
music, the facility with which these coloured peo- 
ple learn to play upon instruments is astonishing; 
on which account they have always tolerably good 
concerts. 

In Louisiana^ and the state of Mississippi, the 
slaves have Sunday for a day of recreatioii, and 
upon many plantations they dimce for several 
hours during the afternoon of this day. The 
general movement is* in what they call the Congo 
dance; but their music often consists of nothing 
rbore than an excavated piece of wood, at obe end 
of which is a piece of parchment which covers thfe 
hollow part on which they beat ; this, and the sihg- 
ing or vociferation of those who are dancing, and of 
those who surround the dancers, constitute the 
whole of their harmony. 

In New Orleans, there is a description of 
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coloured persons whom they name qnatroons, that 
is, the colour between a nralatto and a white ; the 
female quatroons have an assembly every week, 
at some seasons of the year, and to this they ad- 
mit none but white gentlemen; these balb are con- 
ducted with great propriety. Many of these qua- 
troons are possessed of a handsome property, and 
some have received a good education. Most of 
ttiem are the children of white merchants or 
planters, who have procured their emancipation. 
Although the term quatroon would infer a person 
of three-fourths white extraction, yet all between the 
colour of a mulatto and a white acquire in New 
Orleam this appellation. Some, indeed, are to all 
appearance perfectly white ; yet as it can be traced 
that they are of black descent, were they to in- 
trude into the company of a white female, or 
even into the boxes appropriated to the whites at 
the theatre, they iVould be expelled with every 
mark of disrespect. 

Jefferson, in his Notes on Virginia, endeavours, 
in a long article, to inculcate an opinion that the 
black is inferior in point of intellect to the white* 
Either climate or other natural causes have cer- 
tainly constituted a great difference in appearance; 
the forehead, the nose, the lips, indeed all the out- 
ward conformation of the black, seems very dif- 
ferent to the white. Whether they are a race 
inferior in point of intellect, it is impossible to die^ 
termine. No part of the United States would be 
proper to fix upon, to serve as a criterion, whereon 
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to fouad any reasoning upon the subject. Even in 
the free states, or those in which slavery k; not 
allowed, where the black is, in point of law, upon 
an equality as a citizen with the white, he is in 
public esteem a degraded being. He is excluded 
from those seminaries where the higher branches of 
education are taught. He cannot mix in society 
with the learned : to him the learned professions 
are sealed. These causes operate powerfully in 
preventing the development of intellect ; and it is 
no wonder that he does not equal the white in 
literary acquirements. 

In New York and Philadelphia, there are many 
shrewd sensible blacks. Some few have amassed 
fortunes ; and several conduct their business with . 
considerable ability and integrity. 

In the states where slavery is allowed, the 
system cannot fail to prove disagreeable to an 
European emigrant; he cannot view vnthout dis- 
gust, the sale of the human species, as if they were 
cattle. If an emigrant has a number of boys in his 
family, for him to reside in a slave-holding state 
would be highly injudicious, provided he regards 
the preservation of their morals. Where marriage 
is lightly esteemed, and where a boy is continually 
observing a free intercourse between white men 
and coloured females ; such is the influence of ex- 
ample, that if his morals are preserved, it will be 
next to a miracle. In some of the Southern States, 
even the white female is neglected, and the men 
javish their caresses upon the black or mulatto. 
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la this chapter, though I have sketched but a 
fevr of the evils of slavery, yet I have noticed a 
sufficiency to justify these conclusions, — that a 
yiolation of the laves of nature ensures its own 
punishment; and that mankind virill sooner or 
later learn, that to promote their ultimate interest, 
they must act with justice. 
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CHAP. XVI. 



MANNERS AND CUSTOMS. 



There is no country of Europe, that has not yielded 
some of its inhabitants to the United States ; the 
consequence is, that the manners and customs 
of the citizens in difierent parts of the Union are 
various. Even in the same state, a marked differ- 
ence is apparent. One part is perhaps occupied 
by those whose ancestors were English; and an- 
other part by the descendants of the Dutch, &c. 
all these have different manners and customs 
peculiar to the countries of their respective pro- 
genitors. 

The New England states were first settled by 
the English Puritans; a sect who had peculiar 
marks of character in their native country. They 
were rigid Calvinists, whose tempers had been 
soured by persecution; and even to this day, the 
harsh and unbending, or unaccommodating, dispo- 
sition of the first settlers, is stamped on their 
progeny. These first settlers were very regular in 
their attendance on public worship, and this dis- 
position has been bequeathed to their posterity; 
for in all the Eastern States, the inhabitants are 
still distinguished by their peculiar characteristic. 
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In some of the New England states, it would not 
be considered as great a crime for a man to defraud 
his creditors, as to absent himself from church 
on a Sunday. Where this is the case, it is sure 
to create many religious hypocrites; and hypocrisy 
in religion will cause knavery in all civil trans- 
actions. Such is the opinion entertained in the 
other states, of New England honesty, that when 
a person employs low cunning or deceptive re* 
presentation to gain his ends, it is termed a Yan- 
kee trick ; for to these inhabitants, the term Yankee 
is exclusively applied. I should be sorry, however^ 
to pass a gaieral censure upon all the New Eng^ 
landers ; being fully assured, that at Boston, Salem, 
and at all parts of those states, there are mer- 
chants and others, whose characters for honour 
and probity cannot be excelled in any country. 

In several of -the Eastern States, until very 
lately,' the inhabitants would not permit any one to 
tratel on a Sa»day ; and w^hen ' the -mails >were 
established by the general government, it * gave 
great ^offence that they should run on that day. 
In Connecticut, they often laid hold of the passen- 
g&Sy had forced them to church. If any one were 
traTelHng, either in a gig or otberways, they would 
lay hold of the horse, and lead it to the church 
door, compeHitig the rider to enter and hear the 
service. In New Jersey it was but little different, 
jbr petrous stationed themselves on the roads and 
the bridges, to detect those who vrare travelling on 
a Sunday, in order to fine them; afid in defining 
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the day, some of the inhabitants of the New Eng* 
land states conceivei that the sabbath comm^ioes 
at sun-set on Saturday evening, and continues till 
the same time on Sunday. 

The manners, &c. of the more wealthy inhabit- 
ants pf Boston, approximate more nearly to the 
British than those in any other part of the .Union ; 
but in all the large cities and towns, there is not 
a very material difference in the formation of 
society. In these places, concerts, assemblies, 
and piiblic balls are numerous. At some of the 
public balls there may occasionally be found, a 
collection of five or six hundred persoAs; but 
theatrical amusements in general are not well 
attended. 

Within, a very few years, there has been a great 
difference in the attendance at theatres. Four 
years since, the enormous reat of a sum equal to 
3000/. sterling per aniuim was paid for the Nevi[ 
York theatre; but iff half that amount were now 
given, I should conceive that the manager wouM 
losci money. Their stage is chiefly, supplied from 
the British boards; but I cannot say much in fav.our 
of American discrimination of the theatrical per- 
formances. 1 was present when Mrs. BaiHey 
made her debdt before an American , audience. 
Mrs. B. certainly performed to good houses, but 
not so great as it might have bee^n expected that 
the greatest tragic actress whom they had ever 
witnessed would. have attrapted. Those. fine. im- 
passioned passages, where the look or the action 
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of the performer speaks to, or affects, the fedings 
more than words, and for the performance of 
which Mrs. B« is so justly celebrated, passed un* 
noticed; it was only in the boisterous parts that 
she obtained applause. With tliem, it may be said, 
that the performer who wishes to succeed, must 

" Burst the bands of sleep asunder, 

And rouse them like a rattling peal of thunder/' 

A Mr. Cooper is considered by them as the 
model of erery thing great and proper as a tragic 
performer. In their way of expression, he is **the 
first tragic actor in the world;" and should a 
foreigner dissent from this opinion, -it would be 
termed prejudice. The citizens are so fond of 
rant, and of a bombastic sort of performance, that 
a chaste correct actor has little chance of suc- 
cess. The power of the lungs will have the 
greatest influence in eliciting their approbation. 
Mr. Philips, as a singer, succeeded very well ; he 
performed to overflowing houses : he was termed 
•* the first singing actor in the world." Incledon 
was not much esteemed. 

I was present at New Orleans in the year 1821, 

when Mr. B , who, 1 understend, was formerly 

manager of the theatre at York, in England, cut 
short the thread of his existence, and passed, un- 
called for, from the stage of this world, to appear 
in a new character before the Manager of the uni- 
verse. He must be left to the mercy of his God, 
for there are none who perform their parts on the 
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stage here, but have need of the compassion of 
the Almighty. There is, however, something so 
abhorrent to the feelings, so atrocious, and at the 
same time so weak and foolish, in the commission 
of suicide, that the act may well excite our 
astonishment, indignation, compassion, and horror. 
It was said that a disagreement with the manager, 

a Mr. C , was the cause of this dreadful deed; 

and this opinion jvas sanctioned by the well-known 
listct, that most of the perforaners were much dis- 
satisfied vnth the manager's conduct By some 
means or other, nearly all the compaay were in 
liis debt, and consequently at his mercy. 

I certainly would recommend to British thea- 
trical performers, to be on their guacd, before they 
embark for the United States. The concerts in 
tb^r large cities are not conducted in a manner to 
equal those which are given in England. There 
are. but few vocal performers, seldom more. than 
one good one at a concert. Frequently, after the 
coAcert, there is a ball. At present, one of the first 
female . singers is a Mrs.. French, the lady of a 
gentleman who was once a merchant at Baltimore, 
.and who possessed a handsome, property. Mer- 
chants, however, may be said to stand on. a totter- 
ing ^pedestal ; losses by: bad debts, or from other 
^au9es, fiooa overthrow them, and many of them 
iall ** never to rise again." Mr. French was one 
-who met with reverses of fortune; his lady, who 
,had ofiten delighted him and the vihcle of their sun- 
fihine friends jwith her vocal talents, then came 
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forw^d to sing in public, to support herself, her 
husband^ and her little ones. She met with sup- 
port; the Americans said she was '^the first singer 
in the world ;" and to speak of Madame Catalani, 
Mrs. Billington, or any one as being superior, was 
envy. Mrs. French is a pleasing singer ; in Eng- 
land she would be considered as inferior only to 
few. I was pleased with hearing her; and a know- 
ledge of the laudable motive which caused her 
to appear before the public, enhanced the gratifica- 
tion. Sacred oratorios are often attempted in the 
large cities ; but he who has attended at the mu- 
sical festivals in England, must moderate his ex- 
pe<!tations, otherwise he will be disappointed. 

The dancing assemblies in the large cities are 
M^ell conducted; these are attended by what are 
termed, persons of the first standing. There are 
also pubKc cotillon and quadrille parties, and they 
have likewise what they term "publics." These 
publics are generally weekly assemblies by danc- 
ing-masters, free for all his scholars and their 
parents, and nearly so for all females. Gentlemen 
have to pay a dollar for admittance. In many in- 
stances improper company attend, and they are 
not considered very respectable assemblages. 

A foreigner, accustomed to the conveniencies 
and luxuries of Europe, and who takes pleasure in 
attending public places of amusement, will be at 
no loss in the large cities of the United States. 
The servants, or domestic attendants, are certainly 
not so accommodating as in Europe ; but in these 
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cities they are more so than ip thQ country jwtSf 
and European servaatfi can generally 1^ procurod. 
It is tme» tliat no one, in Ihis re(Mi)i>tiQan cpUQtryi 
will use the term master or mistress ; ^^ employ^r^y" 
and the Dutch word '^bosa," grp U9ed iustesd. 
This is the case in all mc^nufactories; they term tb^ 
proprietor, the principal bos3 ; and the carder in .a 
cotton mill i3 called, the card-room boss. 

A person accustomed to bravel in Suropft 
where at an inn or tavern every one is attentive 
and all the servants are on the tdert, ifvill nqt b^ 
much pleased with the attendance &t ^n Americm 
tavern, in a country town. After a traveller ha» 
given bis orders, it M probable b^ will hw a 
servant, or one of the belpsi as th^y we tero^ed^ 
infoitning the landlord or landlady, that *' the WW 
wants some drink," &c. The s«.me if it be a ]l«4y» 
** the woman wants to eat," &c. If there b« wy 
other guests, it would be almost impossible to pr^t 
cure a private apartment. There is one pnblic 
room, where all are indiscriminately blended. If it 
be in winter, and there should be ^ fir^, those wh^ 
have first entered the room, and seated them^elve| 
around it, will ^till retain p<^isession ; and if tb^ 
be men, it is very probable they will have t^eir 
seats or chairs so stationed* that th^y may place 
their heels on the msmtel-piece. Here they will 
probably be chewing tobacco, or smoliing q^ime^ 
and drinking, and the appearance of ^? floojr nw 
which they are seated, will be disgusting from the 
tobacco spittle. 
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That it mity iWt be thought I am describiBg^ 
tb^ mann€n*s^ of tl^e citizens as more filthy tbaii 
wh£^t they really, are, 1 subjoin the following ex- 
tract from one of their owp writers, Professor Silfr 
maa, "wh^ thuis speaks of the capital of Albany :^-r^ 
'* I could not but notice/' $ayft he, '' that the tessel- 
lated marble pavement of the vestibule, (otherwise 
very handsome,) was shamefully dirtied by tobaccii' 
9piHle: Sfich a thing would not be suffered }^ 
£^urope. U is peculiarly offensive in so fine a build- 
iag^" It is* however, of na consequence, let it be 
tessellated marble pavement, Turkey carpet, or 
ally thing even move valuable, those, who ch^Wi 
which nearly all do, dischai^e the saliva whereveir 
th^y are* It would be ii> vain to offer a spitting-^ 
box. 1 have frequently seen spitting-boxes before 
them» and they have turned to spit on the carpeti. 
Sometimes I have remonstrated with them; but 
they saidf ''it served to clean the carpet, and keep 
outmoth^/' 

If a stranger arrive^ at an inn or tavern in the 
country, and several persons are in the room, they 
ytHl just give a vacant sort of stare or gaze, bu^ 
they will soon settle into their wonted indifferencet 
If a person should be travelling in some of the 
back settlements, perhaps, on his first arrivali he 
may be greeted in a difier^t manner. But if the 
company shoold think, by the stranger^s dress, ap-* 
pearanee; or behaviour, that he fancied himself sii^ 
pmot to theo^t it is very probable that some oira 
would rise, an4 lool^ at him iq a \ery impudent 
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manner, and perhaps address him in a taunting 
mode, to excite his notice ; and unless he pacifiei 
the party by treating: them with whiskey, it w 
tikely he would be abused. In some of the back 
setttements, the people are very btntsd, b^ng 
almost free from all restraint of law; nor can this 
excite astonishment, for perhaps the justices or 
'squires in these places are nearly as brutal as 
the rest. We may observe, from the manner id 
which they fight duels, that ammig the b^faer 
classes there is a shocking degree of ferocity* 
Men firing at each othar with muskets at six of 
ten paces' distance, shew a disposition extremdy 
savage: indeed, the fact could not be credited^ 
were it not supported by the most ind«ibitable 
proof. Tlieir duels with pistols at ten paces, 
s^doni terminate except with the loss of life* 
In some of the Southern and Western Staters^ 
when those of a lower grade, as the AmerioMW 
express it, fight, it is in a truly diabolical manner; 
biting ofi* each other's ears or noses, and gougii^, or 
in other words, tearing out each other's eyes. I am 
aware that in some parts of Lancashire, in Engiand, 
the lower orders fight in a manner nearly as brutal, 
but still it is not so general as in some parts of the 
United States. The peasantry, however, in the 
Eastern States, are exempt from this sort of bar^ 
barous conduct. In those parts of New York, 
New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, settled by the 
Dutch, if they quarrel, those who make thegreatesi 
noise are considered as the victors. 
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One object only appears to aetoate these 
deseesdaats of the Dutch, and that is, to amass 
wealth. Th^ IWe upon the plainest food, in ord^ 
to save money. 1 have sometimes accidentally 
caUed upon Dutch farmers, who have been at 
dinner with thdr families ; and although they were 
men who possessed what was there deemed a 
handsome property, yet their dinner generally con- 
skted of a little &t pork and vegetables. Their 
dedre of hoarding wealth, once caused a number of 
manried persons, amounting to several families, 
forming a community, to agree to live toge- 
ther, and not have intercourse with each other for 
seven years, in order that the females might not 
be obstructed in their labour by attending to in* 
lants; and that thus the community might the 
better be enabled to amass property; and what 
is still^more remarkable, this plan was actually 
carried into effect. 

There is also a singular custom amongst these 
Dutch, which few in Europe would be disposed to 
credit, that is, the practice of ^' bundling." This is 
generally performed in winter, when snow is on the 
ground. At this time, parties are formed of young 
unmarried persons, an equal number of each sex. 
They take sleighs, or sledges, and drive off to some 
tavern at a convenient distance, where it is pro- 
bable they will dance. When the time comes for 
retiring, each young man is generally honoured by 
loosing in bed with a young female. Somdtiqaek 
four will be obliged to deep in one bed; this will 
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eonfcist of two of each twx. They ore so Tie^on- 
cUeil to this' bundltng cntoio, that amoogti a ^reatt 
number of the iohabitante, the descendants of tht 
Dutch, in some of the states, a young female would 
think nd more of allowing a young man to go to bed 
with her, than she would of permitting hint to 
shake hands. It is very common fbr young fh- 
males to be absent three or four days, on these 
sleighing and bundling excursions. When 1 vras 
informed at the city of New York of this practice, I 
certainly did not believe it ; there appeared such a 
degree of indelicacy, that I considered, if such a 
custom existed, it was confined to females who 
were abandoned to every sense of propriety, virtue, 
and decorum. 

When I arrived at New Jersey, 1 met with a 
gentleman from Manchester, in England, whom 
a reverse of fortune had caused to emigrate 
vrith his wife and family. In England he had bees 
in respectable circumstances. In New Jersey he 
had purchased a farm, and kept a tavern. I tn^ 
quired of him, if it were correct, that the youi^ 
ladies in the neighbouihood were in th^ habit of 
being absent three or four days together^ sleighing: 
and bundling. He replied in the affirmative, fie 
stated, that the first winter he resided tb»e,.die 
snow having been on the ground only a ftrw days, 
late one ev^ng a sleigh arrived with two yonng 
men and two well-dressed females. They inqoiredt 
if they could be accommodated with beds< The 
answer of the landlord was, he had only one room 
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for i^ugetSi in tvhieh wet^ two bedtt; but, said be, 
"^1 will drder <me of the beds tb he takm int^ mjr 
Sm^blet^B loom, ami the young ladies may pcafis 
tk^ ii^fht with tbein." The eldest of the iwo fe^ 
mdcis immediately made answer, ** We hare been 
the whole day together, and we w'on't be sepa- 
rated." •*Wbat!" ^lied the tavern-keeper, *7ou 
dttrely don't wish to sleep in the same room with 
the ydcrng men, unless you are married ?" " We 
(§<>n'twish to be separated," again said the elder 
female. ** Very well," rejoined the landlord, ** if 
yon are so desirous to be put into the same room, 
I shall make no fatrther objections." These young 
fbmales were not more than seventeen or eighteen 
years of age; and the tavern-keeper was afterwards 
mfotakeA, they were the daughters of tolerably 
weaMiy Dnteh ftirmers. He told me also, that as 
the snow continued on the ground, parties were 
i^ontmually arriving at his house, at all hours of the 
Bight; and the young ladles (like those two who 
firisit visited his hcMise) did not wish to be separated 
A'om the young men. I have been informed by 
Englisb yotfng ladies, who resided in New Jersey, 
tfairt die custom of bundling was perfectly common. 
Sui^h great eommsknd havd the females acquired, 
HkM several Who have bundled for years, it is said, 
httve never permitt^ any intproper liberties. In- 
ite^d, it is considered to not in th^ least indelicate : 
the fi^m^les say, tb*t the Dutch boys would never 
^ink of acting imj^roperly. 

In the large (owns and cities, the intercourse 
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between unmamed persons is conducted with simi*- 
lar decorum to that in Great Britain* The edu- 
cation of the young ladies is g^^ierally moire supm^ 
ficial than in England; this in a great nbeatBure 
may be accounted for, in consequence of their 
impatience under restraint when at school. The 
American ladies are certainly more vain or conceited 
than the British ; and it is very common for them 
to remark, that they possess the grace, ease, and 
elegance of the French, with all the modesty of 
the English females; thus claiming to be superior 
to both. In dress they imitate the French mode. 
A lady will not take hold of a gentleman's arm 
in the day-time, unless he is her husband or ac- 
cepted lover. 

In the United States, the citizens pretend to 
have no respect for titles, or names importing su- 
periority of rank; but this is very incorrect, as 
there are no persons who are more vain of titles 
or distinctions. The president, vice-^presideut, 
and governor of each state, are termed Excellency:'' 
members of congress, and legislators, are palled 
Honourable: throughout the Union, generals, colo- 
nels, majors, captains, honourables, &c. abound: 
an ensigii or lieutenant passes himself off as a 
captain; a captain, as a major; and a major, as a 
colonel, &c. Justices are termed "squires," and 
addressed by that appellative. You may go to a 
judge, who is a cobbler, to mend your shoes ; or 
to a tinker, who is a 'squire, to repair an old pan. 
They have no lords or dukes ; but if a foreign noble* 
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man hmppea to settle ajnoogst them* and if be will 
administer a little to tbetr inordinate vmiky, upon 
him tbw praises are lavished. He is extolled for 
|na abilities and feats of valour. Their credulity is 
then without bounds. 

It is now about two years since, that a man 
was in New York, who called himself Baron Von 
Hof, who stated that he had been in the Austrian 
jservice, and that he was aid-de-camp to Prince 
Schwartzenberg. This man came from one of the 
West India islands. He had no letters of introduc- 
tion, or at least no authentic ones, announcing his 
high birth and connections ; but he pretended to be 
a baron. Among other pretty things, he said, there 
were no ladies in Europe, or in any country in the 
world, equal to those in the United States. For 
nearly two years, this baron was displaying his 
crosses and orders, and pretending to be in re- 
gular correspondence with the Austrian ministers. 
No party could be considered complete at the 
^ty of New lifork, unless Baron Von H. was 
present. Invitations flowed upon him: some of 
these expressed, that if. the baron, in consequence 
of some prior engagement, could not attend the 
party the whole evening, they must insist on having 
at least one hour of his delightful company. The 
baron sported a handsome curricle, decorated with 
fab arms ; and although he was so fascinated with 
the citizen republicans, yet his servants were at^ 
tired in a splendid livery. To support all this 
style or appearance, money, "rf'ar^enf, beaueoup 
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WM inoM mmy thali ito dvftw bOk oti Etfrtfpe^ wfaiMi 
Mctedin^y wecedrawn to the wmowM of abiraef hiity 
tkoasM^ dollars; but mfortiiMitely tli^M bilb were 
returned dishonoured. Before ^Me bilk, bow^irctf 
were ea returaedy some perwns began to suspect 
this b»om of being ml impostor, which liickilf 
preveofed bis marriage with a young lady of for- 
tune and respectability ; for notwithstaading, as it 
was afkerwwds stated, he bad two wites living, 
one at Muosttr and the other at St Th(Maas's, yet 
the Tillatn had the audacity to propose a& aHi*' 
aace in America* 

When suspicicm or certainty became so irtrong 
against tUs knave, that he could no longa^ braf e 
public opinioQ, he det^*ftiitted to* filay off tbe 
scouttdrel or fool to the last^ He shot himself 
through die side; but the wo«nd not betog moftdl, 
be made a wttl, leavmg thousands of doHam to» 
one or two young ItcKeS) a large dwdilitig hotise 
to another, and four or fire thousand dollars tt 
aid of the funds of the Catholic csitbedraL Oh 
recorerii^ from \m wound^ he was seisred by 
the oftcers, and in a short time afterwards wasr 
lodged in the debtors' gaol. 

If this man had been a haiMbome person, of 
fine address or manners, there would hate been 
Mine eatcuse for the ladies, and for the eondifct 
of these republicans; instead of this, he wais an 
insiguificaEnt, vacant^ooking, hunch-baekefd follow, 
whose conrersation was meagre, enceptitig in the 
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tBtattiM, ^ttl^attle of the ddy. : Ih ' eboit, he 
had* ttothing" bat hiii pr&tehd«d' t&tie^ » to reoo»« 
mend him to lurtke; but > this, ansd' tellmg tbcL 
ladies they were mor€ beantiftil and «cedmpli»hcd 
than any others, and chiming with the men in their 
assertions, that the eoontry was the finest; and the 
men the bravest, in the world, was qotie siM-i 
cient to support the deception for a long time* It 
was said, that this pretended baron was a Jew, of 
low orgin, who had followed the allied army, in 
order to sell trinkets, and buy watches, &c. from 
the soldiers^ 

After the public conversation had subsided 
relative to this pretended baron, an accusation 
appeared against the managers of the lottery at 
New York. Hiis was first-promulgated by a daily 
newspaper, called the Mepmbi^aH Chroniek^ and 
eventually led to the development of most slmme* 
fol practicei9. It was discovered that ooie of the 
managers, for a series of years, had b^^ki in the 
habit of not putting all the tickets into t&e wbeeL 
the boys who drew the tickets were in the secrete 
Some of the iottery-oflica keepers^ and tl^ mana^ 
ger who opened the tickeCs, were in collosion; 
the tickets were insured, and as they w#re neveii 
in the wheel,, ihey pretended to draw them wben^ 
ever tbey Cbo«^ht proper. The way these^ lottery 
frauds were cUscovered, was this; the manager wha 
opened the tickets desired some of his friends^ 
who were not in the seoret, not to insure eer-> 
tain numbers. This led to a suspicion Uiat di 
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was not right; and erentuaUy to an expoaofe of 
the inftmQua scheme, but not until some persons 
had made great forttlnes by this species of vitjbny . 
In one lottery, all the pHzei were obtained by three 
individuals, or their immediate connections; one 
of whom was the contractor, and another, one of 
the directors of the lottery. I have frequently 
heard the cttiz^is laugh at the circumstance, and 
say it was a smart trick. 

The habits of intoxication among the inhdiit^ 
ants have frequently been noticed, but great «t« 
cuses certainly must be made for their contract- 
ing this propensity, from the excessive heat of the 
climate in summer. It is a circumstance, however^ 
which is much to be deplored. Boys, pearfeet 
children, are subject to this vile habit. I have 
frequently heard boys of only fifteen or sixteen 
years of age boast of their drunken feats. This 
vice pervades all classes. I have beard young 
men boast of having drunk forty glasses of mix- 
ture in the short space of dx hours. Of this, 
compound spirit was the principal ingredi^it, and 
each glass would hold nearly half a pint. 

These drinkers comm^ice in the morning befom 
breakfast ^with brandy and bitters, or gin and Inth 
ters, eye-openers, or fog dispersers, &c.; afterwards, 
during the day, toddy, milk punch, mint julep, &c* 
are introduced. These vices contaminate every 
branch of society. The young imitate the example 
of the more advanced in years, and it is not nn* 
common to meet with perfect boys, in the taverps^ 
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iwokia^ segars, chewing tobaeco, swaaiiag^ and 
dfifikkig. 

iliere is Mkewise a great propensity to the rice 
of gaming; Many will risk half thdr property at 
cards; and some thousands of dollars are won 
and lost by persons who possess but little wealth. 
An individual in England, who, from the pro- 
perty he possessed, would coni^der it imprudent 
to risk more than a pound at a game of chance 
or hazard, may find individuals similarly circum- 
stanced, in the United States, who would risk 
hundreds of dollars. In Uie city of New York, 
gaming is prohibited by law, yet there are neaiiy 
two hundred billiard tables within its precincts. At 
many of these, great numbers assemble, and some 
of the rooms are filled with boys. I have seen at 
least twenty boys surrounding a billiard taUe, play- 
ing at a sort of game of chance they call cut- 
lliroat. This is played in the following manner. 
First, each deposits a quarter of a dollar with the 
table-keeper. The keeper then puts a quantity of 
numbered balls into one of the pockets ; the num- 
ber of balls he thus places, is according to the 
iMiolber who have deposited their money; and 
then giving each a ball, he who chances to obtain 
the one with the highest number, takes the whole 
sum thus deposited; the table-keeper reserving 
sixpence^ equal to threepence-farthing English, for 
bis trouble. The table-keepers will often obtain 
a dollar and a half an hour, by this cut-throat 
game. One writer, speaking of the United JStates, 
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hum observed, Uni they baTe no n^ck-figfatfli; bol 
at present, in the city of New York, it is p^t^t^y 
common lor two or three coek-fif^ regutoly to 
taka fidaoe eirery week* The admittance to 90i»9 
of them places is oae doUair, includte^ a tittle 
sapper; I was once takf q te ¥iew the gitme^ocka 
of one. individual, wbicb amounted to s»<y 9r 
serenty, and was told that no Englisb coQk9 
were a match for thefaes. The betting at tbeae 
oack-fights, I understiahd, is very great in the 
United States. 

There are in the city of N^w York- ^e^ven^ 
professed gamblers, who live by keeping pliafaon 
tables, &c. One person, who for' a Ibng timt 
bad supported himself in this way,, was at length 
obl^ed to leave New York; and he afterwards 
went to re^de in New Orleans, wh^re, until very 
liteiy, gaming was sanctk^ned by law. He 8tated» 
that at New York it frequently oc<^urred, that 
persons who had, as he expressed itt bonourahiy 
lost their money, would return the foUowing day» 
and insist upon his restoring the amount. In Bom^ 
cases he had been obliged not only tP refund what 
they bad thus lost, but to give them a: handsome 
douceur to prevent their informing the mc^gtstracy, 
and thus procuring his indictment. In Virginia, the 
legislature have prohibited sdl sorts of gaming by 
the most severe laws Ihey could frame; but Uia 
people cannot be restrained. Tfaete i^ a passioit 
for gaming nearly throughout the whole country; 
In New Orleans there have been many lamentaUe 
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gambling hDusgs. Some mm ifirho to?« conte down 
the river from K»Uacky, Obio»MMl other ;4i9taal 
parts, 4>riiigiiig.&e whole annual produce- of llidf 
^1116, .&c.; after they have diapos^wof iU ha,¥# 
been koown to losa^m oo^ n%ht»thewbde amount 
they had received, and to return hon^e. p^nUeai, 
At pcesdnt, gamiag is prohibited at New Orleant. 

Throughout the country, there are a great many 
boarding^honsee, which ieeal ciroui&atances.vhavie 
called into existence. In the United States.. thew 
are no commercial traYellers; oiinfeqnently/ the 
shop or store keepem are obli^d to repair lo*tbe 
large townsi to procure the diSkreBi articles they 
may want. There isy therefore, ahrayA a greatxonr 
course of pecsoas at the priqcipal sra^ports^ to pw)*' 
chase grocwes, woollens, cotton goods, Sec. Te 
tba laiger country towns in the interior, persons 
also resort, to purchase from the larger shop or 
store keeper. There is, likewise, another reaaon 
which causes boardiogi-houses to be encouraged; 
this arises from the high price of house^rent, se&- 
Yants' wages, and fuel. At some places, poisons 
can live much cheaper as boarders than in keeping 
bouse. Eveiy ion or tavern may be termed a 
boarding-'house; and it is equally as cheap to live 
bere,ias at places not dignified with the name of 
hotel.. «In all inns and boarding-houses there is 
nothing to give the servants.; the keeper of the 
house pays them their wages, wl^i which they are 
satilfied. The Americans eat a considerable qiraa^ 
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fity of ammal food. Few persons who could affiivd 
It, would consider that their breakfast had been 
complete without a beef-steak, or some othe# 
equally substantial equivalent. There is no coun- 
try where so much animal food is consumed. Fi9h, 
flesh, fowls, sausages, &c. are at the bredcfast* 
table, in all the principal boarding-houses. At 
dinner, the table is loaded with meat ; and at sup- 
per, dinner is almost again repeated. At some of 
the boarding-houses, theiguests are furnished with 
four meals. 

In country places there are very few persons 
who can be said to be in want; but in the laige 
sea-port towns many endure extreme poverty. 
Every winter, thousands have to apply fw relid^; 
but it gives me gr^tt pleasure to state, that relief 
is promptly applied « The citizens are certednly 
very charitable. In many places, I have witnessed 
it. At New Orleans, a sum of 500 doUws was 
giv^i to one family^ the father of whopi wad an 
Englishman, to aiable them to join their friends at 
Boston, of which place the mother was a native. 

In many of the cities, the high price of fi^ 
and rent is i{$verely felt by the lower classesi 
This causes several families to live in one house. 
There are even instances of two families living hi 
one room ; the consequences of which are highly 
injurious to the health of the inhabitants. Al- 
though it may be said, that the citizens are un- 
iriendly to strangers, yet there are many instances 
to the contrary. Several clerical characters have 
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been well received, and for their labours have had 
handsome salaries allowed. At the bar of New 
York, there is a Mr. Emmet, an Irishman, who 
was cordially received by all the attorneys and 
counsellors of that place, tie is, indeed, con- 
sidered as at the head of the profession, yet it is 
but justice to say, that several counsellors (native 
Americans) are no way his inferior, either as to 
ability in pleading, or knowledge of the law. One 
great cause of Mr. Emmet's success at the Bar, 
may have arisen from the circumstance of so many 
of bis countrymen residing in the city of New York. 
Nearly the whole of the Irish there are decided 
republicans ; the name of Emmet was, therefore, a 
passport to their confidence, and him they employ- 
ed before all others. 

In the United States, the sons of Erin have 
found an asylum. Goaded and persecuted in their 
own country, they have fled to America by thou^ 
sands ; and for the benefit of this their adopted 
country, they are lavish of their blood and treasure, 
^in all cases whenever either has been required. 
Throughout the United States there are not more 
devoted or more useful citizens taan the Irish. 
Having left their own country, didgusted with 
mlers who appear to have no wish to conciliate or 
gain the esteem of the people ; and dissatisfied also 
with a clei^y, whom, by their Catholic creed, they 
consider heretics, yet who are feeding and gorging 
on their labour or industry ; we may cease to won- 
der why the Irish are enthusiastically attached to 

2 a 
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the goTemment of the United States* This enthu- 
fiiasm has, however, been abused; for circumstaaces 
sometimes occur, in which the uneducated Irish are 
«ciade a sort of political stepping-stone for some 
<lemocratic demagogue to exalt himself. 

The Americans frequently boast of their great 
hospitality ; and in some respects they have much 
reason to do so. With the wealthy planters in the 
Southern States, a person well introduced will 
always find a welcome; and throughout the Union^ 
in the country, they certainly are always ready to 
assist each other. If a field has to be cleared of 
stones, they have what is termed a stone frolic, at 
which all the neighbours will come, «ome bringing 
waggons and horses, for which service the owner 
or occupier of the field is expected merely to give 
victuals and drink. If Indian corn has to be 
husked, there will be a frolic for that also; and in 
nearly every thing which requires the labour of 
several persons, the neighbours will go and assist 
It is the same with the females. If they wish the 
quilt or coverlet of a bed to be made, the females 
have a quilting frolic, at which all in the neigh- 
bourhood willingly assemble, and by their joint in- 
dustry the work will thus be completed in a 
few hours. 

For the clei^, in country places, once or twice 
a year, they have what they denominate a "bee," or 
"^hive." On these occasions, the members of his 
congregation, and such others as choose,, repair 
to the minister's dwelling, each person taking some- 
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thing, ather an article of clothing or victuals, such 
as hams, hung beef, &c. which they present as a 
voluntary offering. This custom or disposition of 
the citizens is extremely praiseworthy. 

In travelling through the country, in all those 
places which have been long settled, there are^ 
stages for the conveyance of passengers ; or if there 
be a stream to be crossed, it is sure that a good 
steam or horse-boat will be furnished • The coun- 
try bang intersected by so many rivers, this mode 
of conveyance affords great facilities. In the 
Western Country, persons can go thousands of 
miles in these boats. In the Atlantic states, there 
is, however, considerable travelling by stages. 
Many of the coaches are very convenient vehicles; 
but in the height of summer, it would be dangerous 
from the excessive heat which is often experienced, 
to go on the outside ; and in the Eastern, and 
8ome other states, to travel outside in the winter 
would be equally hazardous, from the intense cold. 
Their public stages, therefore, are not well adapted 
for the conveyance of outside passengers. They 
are generally covered with leather, and made in 
soch a way, that the -air may circulate freely in sum- 
mer. They are calculated for nine or twelve pai^- 
$ehgers. Several of these public stages are, how^ 
ever, nothing better than covered waggons on 
springs. The expense of travelling in the United 
State9 is very similar to what it is in England; 
bat they have not the foolish custom of paying 
coachmen and guards. English people are, how- 
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ever, often offended at the freedom of th6 driyers^ 
jtor many of them are proprietors of the stages ; bat 
tf merely a common driver conducts the horses, he 
places himself on an equality virith the passengers, 
and if they dine on the road, he sits at the same 
table ; for every white man, pursuing an industrious 
occupation, considers himself on an equality. 
There is no American, let his situation be ever so 
high, v^ho will scruple to travel in any public 
vehicle, and mix with the white company who 
happen to be journeying the same way. 

In most of the large cities, there are hackney- 
coaches, for the convenience of the inhabitants ; and 
virhich are regulated by laws rery similar to those 
in Great Britain, but the chaise of conveyaaoe is 
much higher. Thus, in the city of New York^ the 
least fare is a quarter of a dollar ; but if there should 
be four passengers, it is a quarter of a dollar for 
each. The keeping or hiring out of hackn^- 
coaches, gigs, and sleighs, is often very profitable 
in the large cities ; for the inhabitants very cbeer- 
fuUy spend their money for coach and gig riding. 
In winter, in those parts where snow falls, they are 
passionately delighted with sleigh riding. Erety 
sleigh, every horse, is then in requisition; and the 
bells which are put on the horses drawing sle^te, 
are ringing in every inhabited part of these statos. 
TThis is the season of dancing and merriment; at 
this time almost every person who possesses a dol- 
lar will willingly part with it to have a sleigh ride. 
Some of their sleighs are beaiitiftilly gilt and dedo- 
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rated. There certainly is not ia general so much 
of that ostentatious display as in England. The 
wealthy inhabitants of New York and Baltimore 
imitate the British more in this respect than any 
others throughout the Union. The furniture of Ame* 
riean dwdlings is not so costly; many respectable 
persons are satisfied with wood and rush-bottomed 
chairs: but to some of the houses in the large 
towns, this remark will not apply. 

In the cities, many of their dwellings are g^od 
suhstiantial brick buildings; and some are built 
with stone, where that material is near. To build 
a good residence in New York or Philadelphia, 
of brick, stone, or marble, would cost about from 
twettty to twenty-fiye per cent more than in Lon- 
don. A good house, twenty-five feet front, with 
kitehens on the ground floor, two parlours, being 
two stories in he^t, but having rooms for servants 
m the attic, will cost about four thousand five 
hundred dollars, dr near one thousand pounds 
English. 

In ' aU their cities, the greatest part of the 
faooses are wood erections; several are merely 
hrick-fronted. The wood, or, as they are termed^ 
frame, buildings, will endure for about half acen* 
tnry, and these can be erected for about one half 
the price of brick or stone buildings. In the country 
towns ami {daces, there are very few brick or 
^ne houses. The back s^ler is contented with 
his log house, and the others are frame buildmgs.^ 
These frame buildings are erected, first by a fi^ame- 
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work of strong timber, then boards or planks are 
nailed on the outside. 

Their dwellings or houses are morei adapted 
for being pleasant in summer, than for resisting 
the cold of winter. The windows and doors are 
so placed, that there may be a free cmtbnt or 
circulation of air in warm weather* By this it 
would appear they are aware of the excessive 
heat of summer being more injurioas than the 
intense cold of winter* 

In summer, many persons resort to Uie mineral 
springs of Ballston and Saratoga, in the Mate of 
New York; some go to the' sea^shore, andrnumbere 
from the Southern States repair to the Bastem ones; 
The establishments or hotels, at these springs, or at 
Ihe sea-bathing places, are. conducted in a manner 
-very similar to the hotels at Harrowgate, Buxton, 
lighten, &c. in Great Britain; but conversatiim 
at the table in their hotels, i$ certainly Hot .000* 
ducted with that spirit and decorum which cha* 
racterize the watering places in England. Thekr 
detestable habit of swearing, is extremely dis- 
agreeable ; and there is aho a greater degree* of 
taciturnity with the gentlemen; it would appear 
43ometimes, as if they considered it laborkmsto 
tspeak. To the British, they certainly will not. let 
any opportunity pass, where they can boast of their 
naval victories ; and likewise that by land at New 
Orleans. The Americans boast of every thing 
^ which they possess in their country; and every 
thing of which they boast, thejr term the finest in 
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the world^-^they always speak as regards tbeni^ 
selves in the superlative. 

The. fioglish are accused by foreiguers, of a 
pro&eBess to the cooimissiou of suii^e; bat. my 
optnioa is; that in the United Stat^, in proper* 
tibn to the . population, there are more suicides 
committed than in England. Whilst I resided in 
that coontry, . there were many instances of sdf^ 
murder; some of which were committed in the 
most cool and deliberate mann^.: The. death of 
a jmmg man at New York will ilever be erased 
&om my memory. I happened to be ia that dty 
on the day when that beautiful ship of the line» the 
Ohio, was launched. I was latw at tea than usual 
ttt the boarding-house where I stopped. A young 
gont^teman, an attorney at law, and who was an 
officer in th^ miUtia,: was the only person who 
took tea with me; indeed we were alone in the 
worn. Our conversation was relative to the fine- 
imas of the day» and of the launch. The young 
m^n appeared absorbed; sooiething evidently 
dwelt upon his mind» smd be complained of the 
4^s^[reeable and irksome duty to wjhich he was 
aul^ected as a captain of the militia. After h^ 
left. me, 1 was informed he joined a family circle 
and entered cheerfully into the conversation of the 
company. The following morning he did not ap- 
pear at breakfosl;, and it Was supposed that a 
bullet had passed through the outward door of 
Us office. The window shutters were forced opein 
und we Altered the inner apartment where he was 
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accustomed to sleep ; there be^ was oi^ the bed^ 
sleeping the sleep of death. It appeared that he 
had taken a musket, had tied the two ends of his 
qravat to the tri^er, laid himself upon the becU 
placing the muzzle of the piece under his chin; 
he then put one foot within d^e crat^t, tkms 
discharging its contents, and rushing into eternity* 
This young man was one of considerable takeat. 

There is one thing of which the citizens have 
good reason to boast; that is, the alacrity and 
l^ularity which are displayed, if a fire occurs in 
their citi^« At New York, 1 have been witaess 
to the arrival of no less than twenty fire engines, 
in the space of ten minutes after the fire had 
been discovered. In Philadelphia, tibere is the 
same celerity. In the Unit^ States, every citizra. 
being bound or obliged to perform military duty, 
the legislatures of some of the states excuse this 
service, and likewise that of serving on javies, 
on condition that a person will become a fire<^ 
man. The consequence is, that a number of 
respectable persons enter themselves, and are re* 
gularly attached to fire engines. These peopk 
choose the captain of the engine, and the prin- 
cipal fireman. To these, the state has granted 
great powers, In case of a fire, the principal 
fireman can order any buildings to be taken down, 
to arrest the progress of this destructive dement 
They have also power to make by-laws for 
enforcing the regular attendance of the firemen; 
and they thus compel them to attend ; for if any 
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are abmnt from the engine house after a certain 
nomber of minutes, when the alarm of fire has 
been given, they are fined ; and this fine can be 
levied or enforced by order of the principal fire^ 
man, who has power to commit the person to 
gaol. Hie firemen are extremely bold and daring, 
indeed, they sometimes display too much temerity; 
but, whatever activity, exertion, or daring, can 
accomplish, in extinguishing fires, that is done in 
the cities of the United States. And it may be 
tmly said, that in any and every case where per* 
sonal courage is concerned, the citizens are not 
inferior to any people in the world. 

Thare is one excellent regulation at the city 
of New York, rdative to public carters of goods 
or merchandise. Every person is obliged to at* 
t^id to his cart or car ; nor is any person allowed 
to possess more than one : by this means, hundreds 
of femilies obtain a good and honest livelihood, 
while monopoly is prev^bnted.— Many persons com- 
plain of that extreme ittquisitiveness of the citizenis 
in the Eastern States, asking all sorts of questions 
d any stranger with whom they chance to be in 
company. 1 cannot say that this arises from any 
impertinent curiosity, although it is very disagree- 
able. I always found the best way of getting rid 
of these troublesome questions was, to ask them 
one in return, and this generally led to a com- 
munication of all their own and their neigh- 
bours' €6ncems : by this means I avoided giving 
ofibnce. « 
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Tbe Americans have a number of deba&i^ 
societies, but in general they read their speechefik 
At these meetings they usually adopt a , bombastie; 
inflated style; and this is still more the case in 
their orations on the, fourth of Joljii, the birth* 
day of their Independence. la thdr speecheii 
they boast of their nayal victories^ their fine cotot* 
try, great power, high destiny, every thing the 
biest and greatest in the world. This mode of 
talking with each other serves to keep alife.js 
spirit of fireedom, and as such it may beiissefQlt 
but it is nevertheless disagreeable to fordgners. 

Perhaps, however, the boasts which are ciMih 
tinualLy made at our public meetings in England, 
of our glorious constitution in cburch and s(ate| 
are equally as disgusting to Americana* who may 
conceive many of our estajl>lished clergy as lazy 
drones, living upon the hoB^y which . athos haw 
procured, or as task-ofiasters gathering wiiere 
they have not strewed. A^ for . the British ooor 
stituticHiy the Americans merdy consider it t^ 
semblance of a fr^ one. ..i 

It is well known^ that after tiie battled W^lt^ 
loo, fatal to the power of Napoleon, and vrhMki 
extinguished for ever the political hopes of ttie 
whole Bonaparte £imily, Joseph Bonapiarte, . and 
several distinguished French officers, fl^ to. the 
United States. For some time after his arriviaj 
this ex-king of Spain received frpm his al^ndiorts 
the. customary honours paid to a monarch. *^ In.tbdt 
republican country, itwas, however, soon discovered 
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that this sort of attention was ridiculous for them 
to giye, and for him to receive. It was, therefore^ 
in a short time discontinued ; and he wished to be 
considered, and actually became in his manners; 
the simple citizen, and is now treated as Buch by 
all around him. Joseph Bonaparte constantly e^- 
preBses himself as being more happy and content ib 
fais present situation, than when he swayed the 
tceptre. The throne of Spain was certainly not to 
him a bed of roses ; too many thorns were mi^ed; 
He now displays a great elevation of mind, aufi 
considerable portions of.hii^ immense riches, are 
devoted to charitable purposes ; many Frenchmen 
have partaken of his bounty. 

With respect to his brother Napoleon, it was 
his wish also ta flee to America, and it certainly ib 
to be de|»'lored liiat he was not permitted to go 
thither.' Had lie been permitted to reside in tl^e 
United States, and had he become, like his brother^ 
la simple citizen of that republic, it would,}iav^ been a 
mngular circumstance in the history of man. Na^ 
poleon's life was indeed wonderful. He was edu-r 
cated by a king ; he was elevated by a republic^ 
t>eing termed the child and champion of Jaco- 
binism. He expressed his, attachment to liberty, 
quality, fraternity, &c. ; but becoming the chiefs 
iand idol of the soldiery, he trampled on the liber- 
ties of his country, overthrowing the only edifice in 
which there was a vestige of freedom ; and, mount- 
ing on its recumbent or prostrate column, he 
decorated himself with, an imperial diadem, and 
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gave crowns as other monarchs bestowed pro- 
yinces. With scarcely an exception, all the 
potentates in Europe merely shone with what 
lustre he thought proper; they therefore (mljr 
reflected some of the rays of Napoleon's glory. 
At one time his eagles floated triumphantly before 
the walls of Lisbon, and on the ruins of Moscow, 
which was reduced to zshes to arrest his powert 
fill footsteps. At length the elements overcaiM 
him. He was dethroned. Returning to a eou^ri^ 
where the soldiers were proud of their former chief- 
tain, be was re-established ; but the mitsB of the 
people knew, that to aggrandize himself was moiii 
his aim than to benefit the country, therefore ht 
was not proparly supported ; and in the battle of 
Waterloo, the sun of bis glory set, to.rke.no mora 
In some respects, Nap<deon was franks >opeii, gene- 
rous, smd magnanimlous ; he thought that tbeSii- 
tons, bis greatest and bravest foes^ if he ca6t biifb- 
self on their generosity, would have granted, bu^; ad 
asylum. Alas, alas! they cast him oti a bari^Q 
rock. He was sent to St. Helena, where his days 
have been shortened by ^ the recollections bf part 
greatness, and the stings of remorse and diespair.'* 
With respect to the French generals, nearly all 
those who have been allowed to return to Fmac^ 
have embraced the opportunity, and kft the United 
States. 

At the commencement of this chapter, I stated, 
that the manners, customs, &c. of the inhabiti^ils 
of the United States were different, m coaeeqiH^ee 
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of different sections having been originally settled 
by persons from various countries ; at present there 
is a marked distinction arising from other causes. 
The Eastern States no longer tolerate slavery. This 
is the case veith all excepting New Jersey, and in 
that state there is to be a gradual abolition. In 
the Southern States, slavery exists. In the Eastern 
Stipes, nearly all the inhabitants are religious, and 
property is likewise very .equally divided ; at least 
it is as much so as can possibly be in any com- 
munity whatever. Every citizen considers himself 
upon an equality. The richer or higher order may 
talk of the first standing, or first grade, yet every 
man who earns an honest livelihood considers him- 
self as equal to another, nor will he employ any 
term expressive of inferiority, although he may be a 
workman. In the New England states, the morals 
of tJie people are particularly exemplary; and there 
is no country where there is so much shrewdness or 
sagacity ; in some mstances, it is true, this becomes 
low cunning. 

The people of these states are in general hardy 
and robust. Those who dwell near the sea-coast 
are particularly so. The New England states 
produce the best seamen. Boys, though perfect 
children, if they dwell near the sea-coast, are ac- 
quainted with the management of boats. The most 
dext^X)us fishermen are obtained in these states. 
The whalers from Nantucket are not excelled, if 
eqsalled, any where. From the whole of these 
stipes, th^^ is a constant emigration to the back 
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settlements. The people being of very industrious 
habits/ prosp^ wherever they go ; and it is a 
eommon remark in the United States, that " a 
Yankee will go as far with one dollar, as any one 
else would with three." Their habits are certainly 
Tery frugal. In every part of the Union, the Yan- 
kees are to be met with. Some of them travel with 
waggons to;sell tin-ware, wooden bowls, &c. and 
many of them by this means have acquired mode- 
rate fortunes. Learning being generally diffused 
throughout New England, these states famish 
lawyefrs, parsons, schoolmasters, &c. in abundance. 
The New England states may certainly be con-* 
sidered as a specimen of what a free repubhcan 
government will effect in the manners, feelmgs, 
and actions of the people. For in these states they 
are all 4rreem^i ; every man, in a public office, is 
merely considered as a servant of the people ; they, 
therefore, freely canvass the merits or demerits of 
all public characters. There are few who are very 
rich, and none who are very poor; many of them 
work on their own land, and, if they require help, 
they obtain the voluntary aid of freemen, to whom 
they must give, for one day's work, as much as 
would, provide bread for four persons for a week. 
The whole of the people are politicians; sdl being 
able to read, they all read newspapers. 
. The states of Neiw York, New Jersey, and 
l^eikkisylt^uiia, are sofnewhat different; learning k 
not so generally diffused, nor property so equally 
distributed, as in the New England states. £mi- 
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grants also are continualiy arriying ; and hence^ in 
the city of New York, there are a great number of 
Irish labourers. When slavery shall be abolished 
in all these states, there can be no doubt they will 
be more assimilated to the New England states. 
In all lliose which I have classed as Eastern States, 
Sunday-schools are common; and whenever a 
schoolmaster can be but tolerably supported, the 
place is sure to be supplied. No one in the 
United States wishes to be under the control of 
anotb^; and rather than be an assistant at an 
academy, even with a respectable salary, every one 
prefers! going to a country town or village to be a 
gchpolmaster. 

I was once in New Jersey, when, being too 
early for the stage, 1 determined to proceed a few 
miles. Pursuing my course, I overtook a young 
man who was walking ; he had a bundle under his 
arm, which probably contained the whole of his 
wardrobe. Upon my coming near him, he asked 
me, if I knew of any village where they were in 
want of a schoolmaster. I replied in the negative. 
On entering into conversation, he informed me, 
tiiat for two years previously, he had been an assist-^ 
ant at an academy kept by a clergyman in the 
state of New York ; but he had left his situation, 
as he preferred keeping a school himself. The rea^ 
son he assigned was, that he thought he should be 
ik a more indepoadent situation. He also said, 
that he knew.he had a good gift at prayer, so that 
he, would take a room in some village, where he 



Digitized 



by Google 



372 ITNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

might keep a school, conduct a prayer meeting, 
and preach occasionally. 1 inquired of him if be 
ever bad preac}ied? Restated that he had delivered 
two sermons, the last of which was particularly 
admired ; it was to shew that modem astronomy 
was not inconsistent with the sacred writings. I 
told him I thought he had been delivering <me of 
Chalmers' sermons, at which he was greatly con* 
fused ; but on admitting the fact, he said, that he 
had made great additions and improvements. 

I continued to walk with him for about two 
miles, and, in the course of that distance, he had 
stopped two or three waggons; inquiring if a 
schoolmaster was wanted. At length he stopped 
one which contained a farmer and his wife going 
to the city of New York ; and upon the question 
being put, he said they were in want of one, aiMi 
he might have fourteen or fifteen scholars to com-» 
mence with ; but, said the farmer, though I shall 
not reach home for three days, go to my house 
and remain thwe until my return, when I have 
no doubt we can fix you. 1 mention this cir^ 
cumstance to shew the ^Etreme facility with which 
persons obtain employment. In the newly settled 
states^ th^are are many instances of scboolmastem, 
lawyers, doctors, and parsons^ all going in quest 
of employment. It is the same with all sorts of 
mechanics. 

JEn those which I have termed ia this work 
the Middle States, the manners, &c. of the inha- 
bitants difiler materially from those of the people 
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in the Eastern States. Here, as slavery exists, 
and manual labour is to be performed by slaves, 
many of the owners of plantations, and their fa- 
milies, saunter away their time in enervating indo* 
lence. That vigour of mind which characterises 
all the inhabitants of New England, is possessed 
by few in the states of which I am now treating; 
imd these few are engaged in mercantile pursuits, 
who, although they see idleness and listlessness all 
around them, yet are free from this contaminat- 
ing and contagious effects. Wherever there are 
slaves, 01! wherever some individuals are in such 
a miserable state of poverty that they become 
servile to their masters or employers, the latter 
irill grow arrc^ant, idle, and ostentatious, and 
the former will be abject and base. In the South- 
wn States, slavery exists in its fullest force; and 
it has a sensible effect on the manners of the 
white inlmbitants. In Virginia, Maryland, North 
Carolina, and all the ^Southern States, they differ 
very little in their moral character; and are far 
from being so strict in that respect as in the 
JSastem, and more especiaUy in the New England 
StiG^s. In favour of ^e white ladies, an ex- 
ception, however, must be made; they are equally 
as virtuous and accomplished as any in the Union. 
Yet in their manners there is a d^ree of idl^iess 
and listlessness, that is not captivating. This, in 
s<mie respects, is the effect of the climate, and in 
others the consequence of having slaves to per-^ 

form every thing requiring the least exertion. 

2 B 
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Ih tbe Westtm Country, Kentuokyt TeDM88ee» 
Md Misaouri, are slaTe-bolding states; but Ohio, 
lUinois, and Indiana* will not allow of this abo^ 
minable tfaffic. In the state of Ohio, the iubabit^ 
anta differ very little in their manners, &c. from 
those of the Eastern States ; and in Illinois and 
Indiana^ there is no doubt they will be the same; 
iHit in the others, slavery will have the same io^ 
jnrioua effect as in the slave-holding Atlantic^ 
a^d.Sontbern States. 

The Engli^ language in the United States 
is well spoken, and there is not that ^uiety of 
dialect as in Great Britain. When some Yorkshire 
persons baye come over to America, and spoken 
Ihe language in that manner whkh is pecuBar to 
soiae of the lower classes th^e; the Americans 
have been perfectly astonished^ and eouid not 
understand them. Some of the Yankies, how- 
ever, have rather a nasal sound in their pro* 
nunciation. There are some pecttliarities in th^ 
mode of expression, and especially ia the use of 
th& word gm^K When they are atked^ for inataBce^ 
if they have been at a certain place, the. answat 
wiU be, ''I guess 1 have," even when they aeaa 
to convey an idea of positive certainty. Should yiw 
wsibi the poaitife {Hromiae of an Aineriean to d^ 
«iy thing for you* if he says, ^^I gue» I will,'' 
you may be aasured he wiU pcdbrm it Another 
iQode of expression, and which 1 have heard 
U4«d by persons of education^ in,, mrtead of say- 
ing* You should not ha^e acted thua, they woold 
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Mff **YoQ had not ought to hav« acted thtt»/' 
I hare beard thid expression ttom eminent coan^ 
sellors. There are some other triiiftig peculinritiesy 
but t^ertainly tiie langaage may be said to be ^dl 
spoken throogliout the Union. 

In this ehaptm^il have mentioned thenanliers 
of some of the citiisens as being tery rude; t^ 
myself as aa European it was disagreeable; bnt 
it may have arisen entirely from a false prejudker 
of education on my own part. In England^ those^ 
pensons who are employed by a gentleman^ ap« 
praaeh him in a subservi^t manner, giving him 
the appellation of Master^ taking off the hat» and' 
[Viewing every mark of humiliation. Tbis^ in the 
eyes of an American, would appear dastardly afid 
contemptible. They think, aHer the labourer has 
earned his money by performing his work^ he 
is tmdef no greater obbgatiott to the employer^ 
than a merchant is to a shopkeeper, whd buys^^ 
attd palys for bis goods. Iti lAne United States, no 
workman > conceives himself obliged to his em^ 
ployer. Somelitnes, when I have been: wanting a 
worhniaQ, when persons have applied, and I have 
told tbem wbat I would give as wages, the Work- 
man hns said, ^^1 will c6«ie, to oblige you:^ and 
indeed in a country where there is plenty of 
work, the obligation is the greateiit on the part 
of the employer. Why shonld any man, because 
be happens to be possessed of a little sordid 
drosa, vi^h to ha^e his feUoW-ereatore^ itt a ser-' 
vile state? Upon a COol considei^tiofi Of the 
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subject/ we most be pleased to. see so perfectly 
mdepeudent a spirit, . among all the white inhabit- 
Wts throughout the whole country. It is deroga- 
t6rj to humian nature, that any should be considered 
as base and servile. In the. United States, every 
wbite man, by honest industry, may become indepen- 
dent; that is, he need not go to the rich,^ and cringe 
smd ;fawn, placing himself nearly upon a level 
with the brute. If he be a workman, he may use 
the lai(^age of honest independence, because he 
kno^s that the obligation he is under to the 
employer, and the obligation that employer is un- 
der to him, are equal and reciprocal. 

This independent conduct of the workmen, 
may prevent the rapid rise of manufactories, for 
every, one prefers being his own master, to the 
working for any other person whatever. Cherish- 
ipg this independent spirit, they chuse to cultivate 
the earth, the soil of which . appears gnffif^f and 
hence the face of the country chaiig^s every year. 
It is npt at all uncommon, for a person to go at 
ope time to. a place ;where th^e will be nothing 
but wpqd, and, ret;uniipg to the same spot only 
two years afterwards, a town or village will. be. 
seen, containing more than a thousand inhabitants. 
What a contrast does this exhibit to a country 
where the people groan under the effects of des^ 
pqtism! Where is the land on. which ancient 
Carthage stood? Where is that fruitful, that de- 
lightful part of Africa, which was once the most 
enchanting place on which the sun ever shone? 
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The curse of despotism, or of a bad ^vemment, 
is upon it ; and the earth, always appearing ii^ 
dignant at being trodden upon by the feet of 
slaves, soon becomes a wilderness, under despotic 
sway. A despotic government resembles a pes- 
tilential vapour, which depopulates countries, and 
dries up or withers the enei^es and faculties of 
mankind. Under its influence, the soil casts up 
noxious weeds and plants; the hated and loath- 
some reptile basks in swamps, which were once 
fruitful fields; and the savage monsters of the 
fbrest acquire vigour and boldness, appearing to 
boast that a government exists like their own, 
where carnage and rapine are the chief delights 
of the rulers. 

\Ffae ' United States are flourishing, and the 
people are comparatively happy; their manners 
may appear rude to an European ; but let hitn 
cast, off in that comitry the trammels of European 
pl^judice, and he will find cause to rejoice at 
the language and manners of honest independence. 
Let the Americans likewise cast off a little of 
Hiei^ .vanity and condeit^ let then! abandon their 
bdinbastic expressions, and repress the boastings 
of their greatness, which at present is only bud- 
ding; let them make more allowances for Eu-^ 
PDpean prejudices ;^-^and the country of the United 
States will thus be rendered more pleasant for 
everyone who emigrates. » 
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CHAP. XYU. 

LITERATURE, PIKE ART8, EDUCATION, &c/ 

lit consequcRice of there being so few wealthy 
wdividuals in the United States^ the higher 
larcinqbea of the fine artsi are not so idiieb enottiH 
viiged Of cultivated aa in Great Britain. It is <^ 
ill » cofmtry where there is a. profusion of wealth* 
where the opulent vie with each other to poaseM 
those sorts of distinguished ornaments whic^ miike 
an ostentatious display, that thQ9« high priooswill 
he given fo^ the beautiful productions of the chisel 
Of t^e pencil, whieh wiQ encourage man of genias 
and takot to devote their miiKi or eneirgiea to pro^ 
duce these works of art. Th^ United States is not 
that Qonntry; and the law whieh equally divides 
the property of a faUier among^ bi» children, wiU 
prevent il being sueh ^ country far ini«^ yea^r^ 
hence* At present, there are few individ^saia who 
b^ve the meana to mako a bandsom/e coUeotion 
either of paiAtmga or statuwy. 

In England, thei^ are niafl^ pmeHa coUe(etiona 
valnedl: at nore tJmn 10(d,0»W. ; thia «f ^ mm that 
few individuals in the United $(a(C» poaMM. Many 
paintings have been sent from Italy, France, Eng- 
land, &c. but in general they have been sold at 
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ptices far inferior to what conld have been obtained 
for tfaem in Europe. There is but little encoura^c^ 
tnent for artists, excepting for the useful sort of 
engravers ; and in this department the Americans 
ate not excelled* The bank-notes engraved by 
Murray, Draper, and Go. of Philadelphia^ are not 
equalled in Great JBrifain. Several other- exoellent 
engravers might be mentioned. 

With resp^t to. literary attauunealSi AmiefiricH 
certtunly cannot boart of men of such distingoiahed 
acquirements as those v^hieh fill the chairs m the 
Britbh institstioiia. Several causes operate tO; preu 
Tent it. . The professors of their colleges are not tm 
well paid as those in £ngland. There are rery 
feWy if any, fellowships. This prevents that firtinm^ 
lus in the young students, which in Great Britain is 
such on incentive to application* All the young 
men id the United States are educated for some 
emfdoyment, either for merchants, the practice of 
the law, physic, or divinity. Very few, howeVBTy 
in the Unked States, are educmted for the Catholic 
priesthood. The priests of this community are 
generally obtained from Ireland, or some other 
liort oi Europe. The colleges or universities which 
have aoqmred the greatest celebrity, are Havardr 
Yale^ Princeton, &c« Thode of Philadelphia Imd 
New York are jcisfly esteemed in the medical de* 
partment. A college education in the United 
States- would not cost one third as much as at 
Camtoidge or Oxford; but there are ser<sral prirate 
aead^mies in Sngland, where >tlie education wonld 
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equal that of an American anirersity. There are 
boarding-scbools in different parts of the Union, tlw 
price or expense of. which is very fiomilar to what 
it is in Great Britain. 

In modern literary works, the language of the 
country being JBnglish, they have the benefit of all 
British productions, and without having the price 
of the book enhanced by the payment of any thing 
to the autkcMT for copy*right. Tbis » injuiwns 
to their literati; for it would be beneficial to diem 
if a (K)py^right were allowed to for^n an&ers; 
in that case, the works of British writers must be 
sold at a higher price than at. present; and it 
would of consequence fallow, that the booksel- 
lers would be better able, to pay an Amertcuft 
author. 

: The only American author yvho has been par^ 
ticularly successful is WasiliingtOB, Irvii^, the. au- 
thor of New York, by Knickerbocker; SalmagnndK; 
and the Sketch Book, by Geoffrey Crayon, Esq. This 
gentleman has acquired great celebrity as a writer, 
not only in America, but also in Great Britain. 
There is no doubt, that many citizens of the Uni- 
ted States, had they been but tolerably well paid 
for. their first productions, would have contr&uted 
to the republic of letters,' works which would 
hav^.' honoured themselves, and redounded. to the 
credit of the country. One of these would have 
been Woodworth, of New York, wIk), as a writor, 
mther in prose or poetry, is far beyond mediocrity* 
Sam^ of his ppems would have done credit to. 
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Moore. Another was Soott, of New Jersey, who 
composed excellent poetry with great facility. 

Most of the popular British works are republislied 
in the Umted States, and in a form which enables 
the bookseller to dispose of them at one-half the 
price at which they are sold in England. The 
works of Sir Walter Scott, Lord Byron, Moore, 
Mrs. Opb, Lady Morgan, Miss Edgeworth, and 
the=^ popular nordis of Guy Mannering, Waverley, 
Rob Roy, &c. have all been republished. The 
Edinbai^ and Quarterly Reriews, and also seve- 
ral other British magazines and periodical works, 
that may. be, deemed purely literary and scientific^ 
are republished. In theology, Chalmers' Sermons, 
and btiier. popular works in divinity, together with 
several of the periodical publications, such as the 
Christian and Evangelical Magazines, &c. are also 
regularly republished. Likevnse some of the En- 
cyclofiedias, such as Britannica, Londinensis, 
Rees', Perthensis, Sec. have been reprinted, but 
not in a manner equal to the original publications. 
There are several periodical works published in 
Boston, New Tork, Philadelphia, &c. and in many 
instances considerable talent is displayed. 

There are, perhaps, more newspapers pub- 
lished in the United States, in proportion to the 
papulation, than in any other comitry whatever. 
In the city of New York, there are nine dailf 
paj^ers ; and in Philadelphia an equal number, be- 
sides those of threcf times a week, and weekly 
ones. It is supposed that there are more than 
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seven hundred published every week; and tint 
above eighty thausand are daily circulated. Tfaers 
certainly is not much talent displayed in them. 
In general, low, scnrrilous, and abusive writing, 
characterises most of these publications. There 
are, however, many exceptions to this remark. 

In the Eastern Territories, the common branches 
<d education are so particularly attended to, tkit 
state legislatures in general furnish large aams to 
provide schoolmasters. In all of these, but mori 
particularly so in New England, there are scarcely 
wy native white citizens who cannot both read 
and write, and who have not' some knowledge of 
aocoimts. 

Tlie plans of Lancaster and Bell hmi»e bees 
aiffCcessfuUy introduced into many of their public 
echools* But one cause which obstructs edocatiou 
is^ the too independent spirit of these lepoblicaB 
<^ildTett; they wiU not be held imder a pr6f>er 
mat raint, nor will they obey their teachers as they 
ought* Engfishmen who have undertaksen their 
Mitkm, have frequently told me, that their impt** 
tience under rebuke rendered it impossible to 
teach them with the facility with which they bad 
ini^ructed children in Ek^land. A gentleman who 
went to New York^ for the purpose of giving in<» 
siraction in music, according to Logier's system, 
infiormed me, that all his atkempts had proved 
abdrtive, for the children would not be kept andcf 
the requistee restraint 

In concluding this chapter upon edacatio«, 
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I must say, that the inordinate vanity of the citizens 
greatly prevents them from excelling Europeans in 
the higher walks of literature. To feed this vanity 
the President informed them, not long since, that 
'Hhey were the most enlightened nation in the 
world." This, however, was no more than a mere 
echo of the general opinion entertained in the 
United States. Certainly there are and have been 
men of great endowments among them; but therf 
bave not yet produced a i^ewton, a Milton, d 
Lodke^ qr a Davyi &g. When they have produced 
men like these, then they may very properly viMmt> 
but uot tiU then. 

We ought not, however, to forget, that aocb 
sons of glory only mount above the hotizoikf in 
nations that have long existed in wealth aiM| 
independence. Many ages passed away before 
EpglaAd gave birth to these exalted charactecsr 
and therefore some centuries must elapse befora 
the comparisoi^ pan be fairly made. In the aeienoa 
of government, the Americans perhaps equal tbci 
legislators of a^y other country ; and tl^ name o| 
Wasliugta^ aod of Franklin will be as immortal 
9^. tbe indepep^en^e of tbieic country. 



Digitized 



by Google 



384 UNITED STATE« OF AMERICA. 



CHAP- XVIII. 



RELIGION. 



Religion, in the United States, is, as it ought 
to be, free from all restraints; it is left between 
a man's conscience and his God. According to 
the constitution of the country, no one particular 
sect, or indeed particular religion, acknowledging 
a Ood, and professing a belief in a future state 
of rewards and punishments, is more favoured 
than another. 

Agreeably to this spirit of the constitution, 
some of the states have made their enactments: 
Aus, in Virginia, the act relative to religion runs 
as follows :— " Be it therefore enacted, by the gene- 
ral assembly, that no man shall be compelled to 
frequent or support any religious worship, place, 
or ministry whatsoever, nor shall be enforced, re- 
strained, molested, or burdened, in his body or 
goods; nor shall otherwise suffer on account of 
his religious opinions or belief; but that all men 
shall be free to profess, and by argument to 
maintain, their opinions in matters of religion; 
and that the same shall in no wise diminish, en- 
large, or affect their civil capacities." In the 
Eastern States, the Presbyterians, including Con- 
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gregationalistsi are most pumerous. This arises in 
conseqaence of the Puritans, . who, to escape 
persecution, left their native country, and first 
liettled in New England. But 1 have already 
alluded to this circumstance in the chapter en- 
titled "History." 

In the whole of the Eastern States, there are 
however, professors of nearly all the difierent forms 
and tenets, which christian zeal has promulgated ^^ 
enthusiasm inculcated, or disordered fancies pro- 
jected. Let it not be thought that I mean to 
speak irreverently of the holy Christian evangelical 
religion. I read history ; 1 view heathen Africa ; 
I turn my attention to, Ada; and there I seethe 
idol Juggernaut, the modem Moloch. In short, 
wherever the Christian religion has not been estab^ 
lished, there is nothing but a scene of unhappi- 
ness, rapine, dismay, and bloodshed. The infidel 
may taunts and say, that " Christians have like-* 
wise imbrued : their hands in the blood of each 
oth^/' To this charge I reply, that such conduct 
is totally inconsistent with the mild and peace- 
Ail doctrines pf Christianity. This religion pre- 
sents us with a code of peaceful, just, and equitable 
moral laws. In seasons of adversity it cheers and 
consoles us; in the hour of death, when the mortal 
frame is conglaciating, it opens to us another 
wOrid, where, animated and enlightened by Deity,, 
through : the merits , of a Saviour, we may attain, 
everlasting joy and felicity. What shall. we say ^ 
to those unhappy mortals, who,, having nothing, to. 
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sobstitiite instead of Uie cbeerii^ a&d coMoliflg 
iafloeoce of thi» religioiiy endeavour to discard it; 
and thus loosen all the bonds which unite civi- 
lized man? The greatest hope which the infidel 
can offisr is^ that >we shall never again be re-ani*' 
mated after death, as though it had not reqmcfd 
an exertion of as-great a pow^ first to create man, 
as it \rfll. require to restore him to vitality firom 
the sleep of death. — ^The reader must forgive the 
digression. 

In some of the states^ there are yet penal 
laws relative to the denying certain doctrines. 
Thus, in New Jersey; it is pnnisliable by foe aiad 
imprisonment, to deny the divinity of Jesus Christy 
or the existence of the Holy Trinity : but I am 
inclined to think,. that any person convicted on- 
der this act^ and appealing to the supreme court 
of the United States^ would have the coimctimi 
quashed. In South Carolina, preachers have to^ 
subscribe to an article, which runs as follows s^ 
''Thathe/' tbepfeacho*, '< is determined byGod*s 
grace, out of tiie holy scriptures, to instruct the' 
people committed to his charge, and to teaeh 
nodmig. as reqaved, (of necessity to ^eternal salva- 
tion,) bot that which he shiaH be piersuaded may 
be concludied and proved from the scriptures ; 
that he will use botiii public and private* admo« 
nition, as- welt to the sick as the whole, witUs 
his omre, as need shall requhre, and ocoasion sbalt 
be given ; and that he will be diigent in prayets, 
and in reading of the holy scripture^ and m such 
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ftiidies M help to the knowledge of the sanie; 
thttt be will be diligent to frame and fashion 
faiiKiself and bis family according to the doctrines 
of Christ; and to make both himself and them^ as 
much as in him lies, wholesome examples and pat- 
terns to the Bock of Christ: that he will maintain and 
set £arwia:d$y as much as be can, quietness, peace, 
and love amoi^ all people, and especially among 
those that are or . shaU be committed to his 
charge." 

I believe that the Presbyterians may be classed 
as the most numeroiis body in the United States ; 
next to them stand the Episcopalians; th^i the 
Methodists; and after them, the Baptists. In 
Pennsylvania, and likewise in the state of New 
Yorkt there are many Quakers. In di^Borent parts 
there ajre Roman Catholics. In the city of New 
York^ one-fifth of the whole population are said to 
he 1^ tbat^persuAsioo. There are also Gerouuit 
liUlhenai> and Dutch Reformed chmtdies ; Moravi* 
aji^; Universalists; Shakers, or Shaking Quakers. 
In Boston, and other places, there are Unitar 
fians* 

Some of the Presbytemns (exwpting Coiigre^ 
gsttlonalists) m'e so rigid aa to assert that there 
^reJniants in bell. . With respect to doctrines, it 
i^ difficult for us to judge which among the dif* 
lecent sects are correct ; but as it respects Cal^ 
Tinisai^ it seems aa if its advocates tiioaght there 
waa asort of circle, in which themselvios and tbeiir 
insignificant party ^ne moved : and in which 
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the vivifying and cheering influence of the mercy 
of God was alone enjoyed; that beyond this 
circle was the region of eternal death, where hell 
and Satan reigned unmolested. 

The Episcopalians are similar in their form of 
worship to the established church of England; 
but they have very properly rejected the AAa- 
nasiaa creed; and the Lord's prayer is not so 
often repeated in the service. Most of the Epis- 
copalian ministers hold the Arminian tenets; and 
were any of them to live in an immoral manner, 
they would be discarded. At New York, in 1819, 
one of the most eloquent preachers there, an 
Episcopalian, was obliged to resign, in conse- 
quence of an improper female connection. 

The Methodists in America are more enthusias- 
tic than those in England ; perhaps, they are tii&e 
now, what they were in Great Britain forty or fifty 
years since. They appear determined to take heavra 
by storm ; thehr ministers are not well paid, and they 
have not many men of education amongst them. 
The climate being very dry in summer, they occa- 
sionally have camp meetings. They fix upon some 
place, where they erect tents^ one portion of which is 
allotted for females^ to repose in at night. The 
morning is ushered in by singing, praying, and 
tdling >' their experience." . Afterwards, there are 
sermons dj^vered, and the whole day is taken up 
in religious exercises. This shouting, singing, and 
praying work, occasionally produces in some persons 
a partial derangement. I have no doubt that the 
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b^st ifitMtl6d ^ but to tak« from their fainUy, ^ fatli^ 

«fid mother, ^o tbud neglect their igfeveral oc^ 

ctt^M^md fbr a weelk or ti^fi diys togetii«r^ do<^B 

cmdfily ^gtp{>e(5ir to be the height of foUy. 

In some instances, I hate beard in AtaBnt^f 

fhym the Methodigts' puipitB, didcotiri^s of i&oYind 

9mM atid i^e^doni^g: at other times I have heatiA 

sN»^tfioa« Wrdarkig on the ridicttlous. Oiice^ at 

Ni^Nv Y'^k) l.wag present '^rben a yduhg preaoher 

^t^pted io (sj^plstin, ib the following oiaitMr^ by 

^ttt Way a fiiflrier <:ould be saved. Firet,iie pot 

hid band ^n ithe 9$bk| i^aying, '' Yon mx$t mppa^ 

tkm Bible Vb be God the Father;'" next ke plaeed 

\m lifaud on tb6 hymn-book^ «nd soid^ '' You mmt 

st^pofi^ tbiB hymn-book to be Ood the Son^" tben^ 

taking "^Im pocket hbndk€^chief» '^ You nmst Hup^ 

poM^" i^ayii hus^s ^Uh^ Ms is a poor Sinnen*^ 

He tb^n placed ihe tbree in a row; but on taking 

tlH) hid^korchvef/ and putting it On tho hymn- 

btw*, '"^ Now,^ be »aid, *• the Sinner bus got to God 

the Sen;'^ and then putting the hymi^^book aiid 

faatndikk*chief oh tiie fifbl>e, ^'Now,^' said he> in an 

eMlting tone^ ♦* ihe Stnner^^bM got to God the 

FtttkeT'^by the Bon/' 1 did not remain to bear 

any farther explanation/ for 1 inlniediately left 

the church. I merely mention this circumstatice, 

to shew the impropriety of ^pennitting men to 

prbach who Ire so unfit; it k injurious to the 

cause of religion^ Tk^ete are msmy black Metho-^ 

disks, who nre rety noisy in their ilieetings. 

2c 
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The Bs^sts are most of them of the Caltm* 
istic persuasion. With respect to the Quakers in 
America, they practise morality. It is a curious 
circumstance, that although there are so many, 
it is not known that there is a common labour- 
ing man amongst them. 

Catholics are, of course, the same as in Europe; 
the Pope being considered as the supreme head 
of the church. The pomp of the Catholic religkm 
is witnessed in the United States, Well may the 
Catholic say, My religion has endured for 15M 
years, it is built on a rock, and the gates of hell 
never have prevailed, nor shall prevail, against it. 
The incense burning before the altar, and the 
altar :with its grandeur of decoration, are exhibited 
to our view, especially at New Orleans, and at 
St. Louis. At New Orleans, 1 was present at the 
Catholic cathedral on Good Friday, 1821: there 
were two images, of Christ nailed to the Cross, 
which the votaries of Catholicism were kissing, 
and a man who was a priest, with a bowl, was 
recdving their offerings. This in some instances 
consisted of a dollar, in others not more than a 
piccalion, or the eighth part of a dollar. The 
images of a suffering Saviour produced the reality 
of hundreds of dollars into the pockets of the 
priests. 

Of the Universalists, the tenets are, that all 
mankind will eventually be saved; that, accord- 
ing to the crimes committed in this life, will be 
the punishment hereafter; but that after panish* 
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ment all will be received into heaven. There is 
certainly a degree of charity in this persuasion; 
and the preacher at New York, a Mr. Mitchell, 
who is very specious^ has a lai^e, handsome 
ciwrch. This Mitchell was once employed by 
Mr. Gobbett, when at Philaddphia, to carry out 
his newspapers, (the Porcupine,) but no doubt he 
finds preaching more pleasant and more profit* 
able. I heard the tenets of the Universalists char< 
/acterized by the minister of another persuasion, 
as a ^'soft plaiftter, which would stick on a 
poor sinner's soul till he was damned to all 
eternity." 

The Unitarians commenced in Massachusetts, 
and their doctrines are spreading in the United 
l^tee. In Boston, there are no less than seven 
or eight Unitarian churches. Tudor, a late Ame- 
rican writer, gives a description of the change of 
one of the churches, which, before the Revolution, 
was called King's Chapel, and the service was 
performed according to the rites and ceremonies 
of the Church of England. Soon after the Revo- 
lution, the greater part of the congregation 
changed thdr opinions, renounced the doctrine 
of the Trinity, and altered the prayers to suit 
their more modern opinions. Some of the con- 
gregation, however, preserved their former bdief ; 
the cons^uenoe w^s, a meeting took place, and 
the Trinitarians were* putvoted. The name of the 
church was changed. A l^aey, however, had 
been left, which had accumulated to a sum afnounjU 



Digitized 



by Google 



392 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

ing to about 1300 dollars per anhiitn; tbis was 
left to King's Chapel. To obtain this legacy, it 
was requisite thetihurch should resume the nane 
of King's Chapel^ this wits accdrdtngljrdone* Bot 
something more was yet watating, fin: the .piMB 
founder had ordered, that a certain number of 
sermons should be preached in Lenti to enforce 
the orthodox faith of Trinitarianism ; with this dao 
they were obliged to comply. 

The Moravians are highly esteemed. The 
Shakers^ or Shaking Quakers, are a y&ry fancifol 
sect, who took their rise in the year 1774. This 
was occasioned by a person of the name of Ann 
liCe, who emigrated to the United StateBt Tbis 
Ann Lee was born in Manchest^, England^ in the 
year 1735. She married a nmn of the name of 
Stanley, a blacksmith, who was aa int^operata and 
tEinkind husband. She was peculiarly unfortui 
niite during a certiain dangerous crisis, and thus 
lost eight chUdren. In consequeiM^e of tliis, she 
renoimced marriage^ declaring it to have been 
the great original sin, and tlius becajtae the leader 
of the Shakers. Moth^ Ann claimed the gift of 
languages, of discovering the secrets of the h^trt, 
of being actuated by the intimble power of God, 
of sialtos perfection* and of imtiiedii^ revda- 
tlOBS. "^Y 

This woman died Ik 1784. The mmiber of 
Shakers at present is about 1600« The principal 
place of their residence is at a vifiage called 
Lebanon, in the state of Now Yo#k. Thpir build- 
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iQgs there are commodious, aad several of them 
ara kirge. They are painted of aq ochre yellow^ 
and although plain, yet they make a handsomi^ 
appearaace; The utmost neatness is conspicaous 
in Htkw fields, gardens, coart*yards, and eren in 
the rdad ; not a weed, not a spot of fflth, or any 
offenaive matter, is suffered to remain. The fences 
are perfect, and every thing around them bespeaks 
a people laborious, regular, and i^kilful. Their 
orchards are kept with neatness, and all the fields 
thej have under cultivation, display an agricultural 
excellenee, which is scarcely equalled, and not 
jrurpaiBsed, in the whole counitry. They possess 
about diree thousand acres of land in the vici- 
nity. The garden seeds which the^e people raise 
4re jtistiy celebrated throughout the Union. Scr 
Teral of them are engaged in ipechanical employr 
mosits, making sieves, brushes, pails, churns, and 
odier domestic utensils; these are always strong 
and well made. The females are employed in 
boose<-v|rork and domestic manufactures, and the 
cMHnmunity is fed and clothed by their ow|9l pro- 
dnetions. 

The property is a common stock. The pro- 
diicts of their industry are paid into the general 
treasury ; aiad with any surplus funds, the elders 
purchase land, &c. for the common benefit. In* 
dil^di)al wants are* supplied from a common 
magazipe which is kfept for each family. A fa- 
mily, with them, includes all those who live in 
one o( their dwellings. Males and females reside 
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in one house, but they occupy distinct apart- 
ments, and eat at separate tables; they mix oc- 
casionally for society, labour, or worship. 

There is a male and female head or soper- 
intendant to each family, who give out the pro- 
visions, allot the work, enforce order, industry, 
and fidelity. Their numbers are replenished and 
sustained by voluntary additions, and by their in- 
ducing poor people, by kindness and presents, to 
join their society. Where a comfortable subsist- 
ence for life, a refuge for old age, for infancy, 
and childhood, the reputation of piety to which 
they pretend, and the promise of heaven, are 
held out to view, it is no wonder that the igno. 
rant, the poor, the widow, &c. will readily join 
this community. Their churches are neat build- 
ings. Their worship consists in praying, preaching, 
singing, and especially dancing. Their elders 
profess to hold a direct and personal intercourse 
with Christ and the Apostles, and to be able to 
inspect the very secrets of the heart. They believe 
that Christ has already appeared the second time 
on the earth, in the person of Mother Ann; and 
that he is now judging the world. They say, 
that when all the inhabitants of the earth become 
Shakers, k will constitute the millenniam. Several 
publications have appeared relative to this sect; 
by some of which it appears, that these people 
are more wild and enthusiastic than any other 
bearing the Christian name. Their superstition is 
equal to their enthusiasm. They pronounce Ann 
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Lee to be the saviour of the world, and even 
ascribe the attributes of Divinity to her. The 
following is one of their hymns : 

Christ's second coming was in Mother Ann, 
We bless our dear Mother the chief corner-stona « 
Which God laid in Zion, the anointed One. 
Let names and sects and parties 
I'- Accost my ears no more^ 
My ever blessed Mother 
For ever 111 adore. 
A|^nted by kind heaven. 
My Saviour to reveal, 
She was the Lord's annointed. 
To shew the root of sin. 

These people have in several instances acted 
in a very inhuman manner, separating or alien- 
ating children from their parents, and husbands 
from their wives, and thus severing the dearest 
ties of our common nature, to build up their 
own sect. 

They, however, do every thing in order; they 
go to church in exact order, two and two, the 
men taking one side of the church, the women 
the other. — ^They have, among others, the follow- 
ing rules. It is contrary to order, for a female 
to walk out alone, or be alone. — A man and 
woman are not allowed to converse together, 
except in the presence of the brethren and sisters. 
— If a man is on the road alone in a carriage, it 
is contrary to order for him to admit a woman 
to ride with him on any account whatsoever. — 
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Jt is contr&ry to. the gjift to lewe any bam 
down, or gatQ3 opea, or leave aoy thing thej 
use out of its proper place ; copaequeutly^ they 
seldom have any thing lost. — It is according to 
the gift, for all to eade^vacir to keep every thing 
in order: iadol^ice and carelessnees, they say» are 
directly opposite to the gospel and ord^r of God; 
cleanliness, in every respect, is strongly enforced. 
— ^A dirty, careless, slovenly, or idle peiFson, they 
say,, cannot travel in the way of Q^» Qt be re- 
ligious. — if any of then traacgrera tlie rules and 
orders of the church, they are not held in union 
until they confess their transgression, and that 
often on their knees, before the brothers and 
fiisters. 

These people are very charitable to all pei»0M 
whom they think deserving. They freq^emtly give 
large sums to Uxe public charities of New X^>*' 
Tb^ have ac()uired great wealth, and it hk pr<>- 
bable their numbers will increase. The l^ialatore 
must soon iijterfere relative to these people? for 
if a man who is married join this society, he i» 
dead to his wife apcj fenxily. One JJunioe Chap 
man, on this account, petitioned fm a divorce j 
but 1 am not certain whether she obtained it. 

The Americans are accused of much hypocrif^ 
respecting religion ; certainly in the Eastern States* 
and the state of Ohio, preteuded sanctiavanyr wi 
a constant attendance at churchy are coxisidered 
by many as suffiqieut to cover a multitud# gf 
sins. There are many in Uie Uuited States who 
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make a pfetence of being ir^%kM|8, bat who tie 
gttilty f>f diihommitilde amd didionest actional 
Ave titore soi, howevcar, maiiy of the same eha- 
mclw in Englaud ? If tiie qnestion were put to 
me» I sliwld uadoubtedly answer hi the affirma- 
tive; but $lK»ld addy that I eoiioeive, in propor- 
tion to the inhabitant^ there are ooiisiderably 
mosnt ia America; jet even the pretence of being 
rdigioua i» hettm ths^ majung no profteiadon* 

In nearly' all. the states in Amepca, a person 
smy Qomtribate or not for the support of a chnreh 
Of minister, aocorcUng to his own pleasure. There- 
fore, when we see as many churches supported 
tbere^ in proportion to the populatioii, as in Eng- 
land> WQ must ^rtainly attribute it t« a proper 
naotiite. In the cky of New Yorl^, there are not 
less tbtan ac^ctaity churehes, where there is only 
a populatioa of one himdred and twenty thousand; 
In that city aioae, I beMeve tb^ more tban half 
a miUion of dollars are annually given, and that 
Yoluntarily»:for the adlvancimeid: of religivm, or the 
a)E||^rt Of tb^ mnisters. We nay therefore form 
aptpe idfisk 1^ tiltke vttst stunt which are givea throc^h^ 
0iut the ^mims 

It is proved by wkat we behold in Ammca^ 
tliat roUgnm does not require acts of )^islatiwe» 
pr iha wterpositi^m i^ g^vfrnnient> for its support: 
''My fci^gdk^in: i9 not of this wovld/^ says the 
jPoQiider of Cbmtianity. Instead of establishmg 
ea^^l^i^astiiQal revenues by leg^ll authority, there 
are Actually laws, in some states, (for instance, 
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New York,) probibteiDg : charchos fipom hanog 
greater foods than a certain stipulated amoant. 
I was informed that it once occurred with the 
Episcopalian church of that city, that their funds 
were too great: which coming to the knowledge of 
Aaron Burr, the ci-devant yice-president, heobtained 
a large douceur for not prosecuting them. 

There are no actions in the United States 
against deistical writers; the press is opBO, and 
if any work appears, denying the truth of religion, 
there are plenty who come forward to shew its 
feUacy, and the writer of such deistical work 
gains no credit. 

Unless indeed the arguments in favour of 
Christianity were ec^aUe of supporting it, the fa- 
bric must Ml ; hut they are sufficient, and this 
divine religion requires not the aid of judges to 
maintain it The ministers of religion are well 
paid in the United States; in the large towns 
or cities, many of them receive two, three, and 
even four thousand dcdlars per annum. 

As marriage in England is considered a religi- 
ous ceremony, I shall treat of it as such in this 
place. Marriage, however, in the United States, is 
considered a civil contract; therefore a justice 
can marry equally as well as a clergyman. In 
g^ieral a clergyman is employed, and ministers 
of all denominations have power to marry; unless 
therefore it be a Catholic or Episcopalian, little 
ceremony is used. I was one evening at the 
house of a Baptist clergyman: he was called out 
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of the room, and was not absent more than three 
minutes; but in that time he had tied Hymen's 
indissoluble knot. This facility of marriage is 
frequently attended with very injurious effects. 
I have known perfect children married, often to 
the great grief of their friends. The government 
sooner or later must interfere, and appoint some 
officer or minister in each township, without whose 
license those under age may not be married. 

To their funerals they invite, by public adver- 
tisement, all the friends and acquaintance of the 
deceased. The greater the number who are 
present, the better pleased are the relatives. At 
some funerals, hundreds wiU attend. With respect 
to births, there are no rasters, or at least none 
but private ones. The governments in the United 
States are very remiss in not enforcing the r^stry 
of infants* 
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CftAP. XIX. 



PUBLIC CHARACTERS. 



The first public character in the Uiaited States, 
and one of the greatest that ever appeared in 
the world, was George Washington, whose name 
i^ enrolled in the archives of immortality. This 
gentleman nobly came forward at his country's 
call, free from all ambitious or avaricious views^. 
,He even refused aH pecuniary recompense ft>f his 
services. Having exalted himself upoh the feelings 
and affections of his countrymen, it is thought by 
many that he might, had he wished it, have been 
elevated to a throne; but he has obtained for 
himself honours far more illustrious than the 
glittering diadem would have conferred; and so 
long as the sun shall shine, the name of Wash- 
ington will be emblazoned in the page of history, 
as a light to cheer the patriot, and as a flaming 
sword to terrify tyrants. 

In the whole public conduct of this great man, 
thei-e is scarcely any thing to condemn, excepting 
the execution of Major Andr6, a British officer, 
who was arrested as a spy within the lines of 
the American army. Yet there were doubts whether 
he came under that odious denomination. At all 
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eventfi, as tbe United Stdttes aft that time ¥we not 
acknowledged as an independent power by Great 
Britain^ if the point were questidnable illative t^ 
tbe propnety of executiDg Ms^or Andr^, mercy 
ought to faaTo been permitted to torn the balande 
in the prisoiuer'& favour. WadiingtoA was placed 
in this inlrtance^ and many others, in an arduous 
sritdation; asd perhaps no one would have o6ii<- 
dutted hiniaelf so well as he did, on tfaofee trying 
occasions in which he was frequently compelled 
to act» 

At tiie . conclusion of the war, he retired to 
Mount Yetn»SL in Vii^iniat tiie place of his former 
abode; having taken^ as he thoaght) a final leave 
of ttie fintigom and peiple^ities comiected with 
public lkb« In the yew 1789, be Was, howetcr, 
agam called upon by bis country to aM as the 
first president of the United States, with the honours 
of wbich he was estulting^y invested by a grateful 
and afiectionate people. This distinguished office 
he continued to hold nntU 1797, when, resigning 
his important chalge, he was succeeded by John 
Adams, wfao is stiU living. On this resignation 
he again retired to Mount Vernon, whefe he con* 
tinned until his death, whioh took place on the 
fowteenth of December, 1799, in the si^rty^ightb 
year of his age, and the tw^ity4hird of Amert^ 
can Independence. His birth-day is still com^ 
memorated in the United States, as an event 
worthy of being transmitted to posterity. 

During the presidency of John Adatm^, the 
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principles of the great founder of tbe republic, 
Washington, were. the guide or rule of his con* 
duct; and it might properly be considered as a 
c<mtinuation of the first superintendence, as nt^i 
of acknowledged worth and talent were appointed 
to fill the public offices or situaticms. But tbe 
term for which the presidents are elected bdng 
only four years ; bdbre the conclusion of that 
period, from the time Adams was chosen, the 
democratic party had obtained tbe ascendency 
throughout the Union; the consequence was, he 
was displaced, and Thomas Jefferson was chosen 
to succeed him. This man being the friend and 
disciple of Thomas Paine, an aversion to ; Great 
Britain, and the pursuit of measures! to impede 
that. power, formed one peculiar characteristic of 
his pnesid^icy. He was a man better qualified ta 
write theories of . government, than to be the h^ 
executive; officer of a powerful country, being bat 
a bad practical statesman or legislator : for it is 
a weli-knpwn fact, that in his > attempts (as he 
pretended) to prevent the republic being involved 
in war, the country sufiered equally as much as 
war > would have inflicted. 

To, this presidency succeeded James MadiMn, 
9J1 elevS of the former president, Jefierson, and 
one who trod in his steps. He was a man whose 
powers were. unequal to. the demands of his of- 
fice, and at present he is of little conrideration. 

James Munroe, the gentleman who is now ho- 
noured with the presidency, succeeded Madison. 
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He has had the art. to profiass himself to be of the 
democratic party, bat to follow those measures re- 
commended by the federalists ; the latter, therefore^ 
Beemg this, have ceased to exist as a body or 
party. . The democrats, however, pretend to 
deny it, saying the federalists are still a party; but 
this is chiefly done that they may keep up a cla- 
mour against tones and federalists, in order that 
those men who are recommended by the demo- 
cratic clubs or. associations may be returned to 
congress, &c. The present vice-president of the 
United States is Daniel D. Tompkins, a man of 
but trifling ability or consideration ; he owes all his 
consequ^aee to his being a democratic partisan. 
During the period when the United States were 
at war with Great Britain, he was governor of the 
state of New York- At that time there was in 
his accounts a deficiency of one hundred thousand 
dollars, the expenditure of which he never could 
satisfactorily explain: but his conduct upon the 
most, trifling pretexts was defended by the de- 
mocratic pwty ; and when they obtained the ascend- 
ancy or minority in the legislature of New York, 
they forgave bun the whole of the debt. Aaron 
Burr once aspired to the presidency, and was 
near obtaining that. honour, when Jefferson was 
chosen. This gentleman still resides in New 
York. He was once tried for high, treason against 
the United States, but acquitted. This is a gentle- 
man of great and acknowledged talents; but his 
character is^ tainted by many immoral acts. He 
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kitted m a dt^l Oetemi Haitiilton^ ^ ifiAii iiig 
esteemed and unii^ersally respected. Una Bmr 
now pra^tiaea as c^atiaelior at the bar of New 
Yerk> but hia busiaesi^ ia trilSing. 

De Witt CliatOB, die prese«t goreriior of tbe 
atate of New York^ waa oi^ce also a caiiididat^ 
for the presideacy. Tbi^ gentlemaia is a achokiry 
and an enlightened patriot. His reootfmimiiatioM 
for tfaose great cands in the atate of New York, 
wbioh are noticed in another piu*t of <^ wo)^, 
were at first treated as visionary and ridieulDaB. 
fortunately^ however, the meaaura wis adopted. 
This gentleman bas been the constant patron or 
promoter of learning, the fine arts> lUMsietiea of 
agricnltare^ &e. If I were aijkedi whcmi I con- 
sidered the greatest Or most enlightoned oliaract^ 
in the United States, lahoold reply, Be Witt GKa- 
ton. His kivlng been nominated tothe preatdency 
withoat the consent t)f the Washington cancas, 
wttl niyt be forgiven by the democrats. 

This Washington canCiis i^ a sort of club, 
composed of democrat^ men in administrafliioB, 
and some of the leading demodrditic meatibers <rf 
congress. l*hese gentlemen recommend the persoii 
whom they wish to become prei^dent,to theiiifferaat 
democratic clubs throiigl^^t the Union; by this 
means, ^oogh which their vcftes areuniikel, theparty 
have obtained, and still retain, the ascendency. Mr. 
Crawford, it is said, is notnindfed by caucns, as 
the next president, fitit De Witt Clinttm> notwith* 
standing he is destitute of this fe^^omnendatioa) 
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and k tfloch bAp^tseAi p&Hwmhk Hdt/iM^Htei, MrMch 
ttre <j^i^««d to the pttbl^ ^oofd, wHh a Me^d^ 
aim. ft wcrald be ibrtiAM^ fbf f%^ Utiiifed Stti^i 
sbtfdM h& SQoceed to ^« pfesid«ttcy. 

With^^€»»p«ct to i&Ose public cfaarat^ters,. Wb6 
are MKi-iteted ititb ibe 6:tp«ttditute of tbe p6bii6 
feftdsj matty of tfaeitt becoMe ptMc defsuilte»; 
Tbere is a mifii of uptratds of fiftcfeh ttiRiomt of 
doUnr» mm d«H5 to tb« gove^otilent of tb^ Unfeed 
StfttefS, foy taoney advabced dofMg th« last war 
wi& Great Britaki, Awd tsiivbe that period. In tbe 
totase of la»t year, oite bttiidred and twenty ibott^ 
sand dbUars Uttte received by tbe goirettitMAt, t/A 
aecoabt of fhedJB;^ deficiendcf^'; btff it is «ialealilted 
that for tbe pr^Settt year, nO more thatt sisciejr 
tltottsaud doIIa»' iaay he ^itpected. An Atnerv- 
cito paper jaatly obsetVes^ "Thew ate Sowy glean< 
ittgs, where so Idrge a debt is dtte." The dtizetift 
eertaihly think, that "Uncle Sath" (a» they Utta 
Ibe government) is something Hke a ptni&, into 
whicb^ if he can, every one has a right Co dtp, and 
fhrtfl which he may carry off whtttevfer h« ib 
<Ade. As the government^ hOWeVet, becomes moi^ 
settled, and better regntated, IheM deficiencies 
Win be of less fheqaent oct!orr<^ce. And on the 
prestent occasion it is proper to observe, that ih 
the estimation of many, the retd amount of the 
money dne to the state will not e>tceed five milUoiis 
of doQai^; and the reason assigned for the appa- 
rently sarphis deficiency is, that' the vouchers, which 

would account fbr the ■expenditure, are mislaid. 

2d 
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Amoqg the public chitracters that have appieared 
in the United States, Doctor Beiyamin Franklin 
holds a distinguished rank. Thi? celebrated mm 
was bom at Boston, in the year 1705. He .was 
the youngest of seventeen childr^i^ and in early 
life was ^< nursed in the bosom of poverty, and ob- 
scurity." His first wish was to be s^ sailor, but from 
this purpose he was diverted by his father; and at 
the age of twelve he was bound an apprentice to his 
elder brother, who was a printer. This bimness 
excited within him an attachment to books and 
learning, of which in future years he made such 
distinguished use. His brother behaved towards 
him in an austere and tyrannical manner; and 
principally to this circumstance he attributes 
iiis rooted detestation to all species of tyranny. 
When he was about seventeen years of age, his 
broiJier commenced the printing of a public 
newspiqper, to which a number of literary cha- 
racters contributed, by writing short essays, &c. 
Franklin says, '^J was tempted to try my hand 
among . them ; but being still a child, as it were, 
I was fearful that my brother might be unwilling 
to print in his paper, any performance of which 
he should know me to be the author. 1 tl^re- 
fore contrived to disguise my hand; and having 
written an anonymous piece, I placed it at night 
under the door of the printing-house, where 
it was found the next morning. My brother 
communicated it to his friends, when they came 
as ufliual to see him; who read it, commented upoft 
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it widritt' my hmri»^ and I bad' the exqiusite 
j^easure ttf find that it met with thepr approba^ 
tion, and that^ in their various coigectures they 
Blade reapeotii^ the author, i^o one was m^T 
tioiied who did nijft eiyoy a high reputation in 
the oonatiy, for talents and genius. Encouraged 
by this little adventure, I wrote and sent to the 
press (in the cfame way) many other pieces, which 
were equally approved." 

About the age of i eighteen, yoi^ng Franklin^ 
having handsome violent disputes' with his brother, 
detemiined to quit Boston, and accordingly em- 
barked for New York, Being unable at the latter 
dty to obtain emfdoyment, he determined upon 
going to Philadelphia, where he arrived with only 
one dollar in his pocket Sir William Keith was 
th^i governor of the province; to whom mention 
having been made of Franklin, he very soon 
noticed him in a particular manner. For nearly two 
years lie worked at PhHadelphia as a journey- 
man printer; the governor then advised him to 
commence business. At the age of nineteen he 
returned to fioston, taking letters from the gover- 
nor to his father, strongly recommending him to 
advance a sum sufficient to enable young Frank- 
lin to commence the printing business at Philadel- 
phia. The father, however, would not comply 
with the request ; and the subject of this sketch 
returned to Philadelphia, resuming bis wonted and 
humble employment of a journeyman printer. 
Soon after his return, the governor advised him 
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*^ gail to London, to procure press, typet> fcc.; 
mfbrmitig him that he woold fitmish letters of 
credit, to enable him to VMke the requMte par- 
ohMe. Fnmklin accordingly agreed ibr ^ passags^ 
and repeatedly called npoa the goTemor for the 
promised lettefB of credit ok Lcmdon. Thevessd 
at length left the city, proceeding down the river; 
when the secretary of the goTonaor acquainted 
Franklin, that the letters wonM be sent on boaid: 
with this promise he was satkfied> and accordingly 
departed from America. When the letters from 
the governor were exammed, as Franklm himself 
depresses It, "^T could not find a sm^e one mriA 
my name written on it, as conn»itted to my care; 
but 1 selected six or seven, which I judged from 
the direction to be those intended ^ me, parti- 
ouiarly one to Mr/ B. the king's printer^ uid 
another to a stationer, who MPas the ftrst persoa 
I called upon in London. I deHvered him the 
letter as coming fiiom Governor Keilli. *<I have 
no acquaintance (said he) witii such a penson;'* 
and, opening the letter, <<Oh, it is from RidiHes- 
den!'* he exclaimed. ^<I have lately discovered 
him to be an arrant knave, and vnsh to have 
nothing to do either with Mm or bis letters.'' He 
instantly turned upon his heel, and left me^ to 
serve some of his Customers. Franklin soon dis- 
oovered that the governor had been cajoling 
him, and determined upon searching for employ- 
ment in London, which he soon obtained at a 
printer's of the name of Palmer. 
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After Mine time, a person of tiie wme ol 
Denfaam,! tahmuag to America, made pM|K)««t9 
and c^ered to engagd him as a clerk. Wkli 
dus gentlemaE he entered into a. compact^ and 
accordingly sailed from Gravesend in July 1736. 
Tliis Mr. Denham died in a few months after^ 
wards at Pbiladdphia. Franklin therefoi^ resutted 
bis fbrmer work as a joamejrman. Soon «fter- 
wardS) he conmienced basineis in partn^«hi{]^ 
with a Mr. Meredith, a person who frefqaently 
became inebriated. Dnriog this association^ he 
cncoontered great difficaltiAs, but by firogality, 
and his extraordinary imdnstry, he procured many 
firieiidi. About this time be became a perfect 
deist; bnt considering the conduct of those who 
arowed tiiese mischievous tmlets, be fortunatdiy 
renoonced deism, conceiving that the Ohristian re- 
ligion was the fonadation of all good and moral 
cMiduct. 

In 1728 he commenced editor of a public 
newspaper; nnd owing to the dissohition of co- 
partnership with Mr. Meredith in 1729, he carried 
dn the bnsiness of a printer on bis own aeconnti 
mtd likewise opened a stationef's shop. Thus 
circumstanced, be made proposals of niarriage to 
a young lady; but having contracted debts to the 
amount of one hundred pounds, he demanded 
HtM sum of her friends, — which caused them to 
object to the connection, and to forbid him the 
hoQse. This conduct he so resented, that he 
never entered it again; and in the following yeltr 
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was married to another lady, with wfaom he Eved 
Tery happily. In 17S2 he commenced the pfAy- 
lication of ** Poor Rkharffs Abnanaekf'' ^ the vahi- 
able and. concise maxims of which, have been 
translated into every £^rop«m.lai^age, and they 
remain as metnetrtos of the soundness and vigour 
of his understanding. 

He entered upon his political career in 1736^ 
being appointed clerk to the general assembly of 
Pennsylvania, and for sev^al years he was. re* 
apppinted by succeeding assemblies. 

About the year 1747, light began to dawn 
Bp<m the science of electricity; but none of the 
savans at that period exceeded Franklin in elucidat- 
ing this interesting sutgect He made a mimber. of 
singular experiments, and proposed theories to ac- 
count for various phenomena^ which have beai uni- 
versally adopted, and which are likely to endure 
forages. These expmments led to the important 
discovery of a plus and minus, or a positive and 
negative state of electricity. From tbis discovery, 
he explained in a satisfactory manner the phe- 
nomena of the Leyden phial, first observed by 
Professor Muschenbroek, and which had much 
perplexed philosophers. He first suggested the 
idea of explaining the nature or cause of thundor 
gusts, and of the aurora borealis. In the year 
17^, he conceived the project of what was then 
sm astonishingly bold idea, that of drawing light- 
ning, or electrical matter, from the clouds. For 
this purpose he formed a kite of silk, at wlMch 
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there was an iron point; the string as usual was 
of hemp, excepting the lower end, which Was 
silk. Where the hempen string terminated, a key 
was fastened* With this apparatus, on the ap- 
proach of a thunder gust, he went out into the 
common, accompanied by his son, placing himsdf 
under a shade, to avoid the rain. The kite was 
then raised, and as a thunder cloud passed over it, 
he observed the loose fibres of the string to 
move towards sm erect position, he then pre- 
sented his knuckle to the key, and received a 
strong spark. Thus was the theory demonstrated, 
and the name of the projector now ranks high 
amQugst men of science. 

Franklin, as a politician, was a determined 
enemy to oppressive conduct, in every possible 
form. In the year 1750, there were very warm 
disputes between the assembly of Pennsylvania 
and the proprietaries. Franklin soon distinguished 
himself as an opponent to the proprietaries; and 
be was considered as the head or leader of the 
opposition. His influence became very great. 
This did not arise from his possessing great 
power as an eloquent speaker, for he never made 
any elaborate harangue; but by a few concise 
remarks, he frequently confounded his most elo- 
quent adversaries, and destroyed the effect of the 
most flowery and oratorical discourses. 

The disputes between the proprietaries and the 
assembly still continuing, it was determined by the 
latter to petition the king in council, and in 
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)7A7,ff«iikjliii ^^TM^d froffi Aoievic*. to prenwt 
Hie polHtoft, vtDi tl>9 titk of Agsst <(>r tb« pro- 
visflQ of FmiwylTasm, Tlie disputu wm dt iengA 
a^usUid; hn% k« 9e«aaiwd HV Uie Britieli comt 
in |h« QnpApity <kf i^(«iiti wtd frow tho high ooa* 
fliiUr»tiPB vhicti w«i» now b^rno toward* bin. be 
ni««ivod )ippomMft9pt« from the proTineeq ^ 
MMmchi)«6tt9, M»0l»n(li w4 Gepi|^«(, Ab<Nrt 
tbis p«nod, tbe Uaiv^inity of St Andrewl), m 
Sqetland. conferred npon hm the bononry de* 
0-efi of DocW* pf J-awsL Tbe Oxftwd awd JSd»r 
l^nrgb VaiTeniitifi^ ^w lio«oiwod him ^th d^ 
greei. 

It was Franklin who reqonivend^d to tbe 
Qiiti^lik Goremw^nt tho conqno^t pf Cant»dt^ at 
that time in the poasQ««ion of tho French, who 
wofo continually ^oiliiig thf Indians against the 
^Titi^b colonists. 

]n tho snmww of 17^. ho rotnraod to Am^ 
rioiu la the yefir 17Q4« ki ^a« agiUn appointod 
i^g^t frovf^ the provinctEi of PenwyhwAa to the 
Bnti^ oonrt; md 9oon after hi« orrivaA m JSi^ 
land, he waa «]f?^iQfid at |he blur ^ the Howo 
of Coiomon«>i?0lotivo to th^ efieot vbicAi the stanp 
aot h»d p«oduce4> and was likely to produce, in 
tb« cotoniea, )n the year 17^ ho viaited Hoi* 
Ifwd and Qwnony. s»d, the following year, traw*- 
led into Franoo. Hio rooepitjk>n in thoao difltur 
enl dowatiiw wa«. in ^ highest dtgreo ^lUkenng. 

In I7Q7, a potion from the MjOssaehiuMtta 
^MtieQibly w«i» tak«n into eonaideralicw faiy the 
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Briish HoiiM a£ Commons. FrnQkim wiusi in atlh 
ttndraoe^ aa iigeint for the asaembl j. It was aJi 
tlik tio» tiittt Wed4Qrt)iini^» tbe tii^i soUcitor 
g«Beral»laiyied upon liim the moat abuaiye and im- 
mmily opttfaets: tiiepetitioii ww deelartd to besooft- 
dtkm aBd vexatkms, and the prayer was refiised. 
The ministry of Grmt Britaio^ atiU perBaTering 
w their detenmnatien to tax the coloniatft with- 
out their consent, Franklin left no meana nntried 
to prevent them from rousii^ the Americans to 
resistance; but unfortunatdy all in vain: and in 
the year 1775 he departed from England^ to re- 
turn to America ; this was immediately after the 
commencement of hostilities. The day after his 
arrival in America^ he was dected, by the l^isla- 
tnre of Pennsylvania, a delegate to congress. 

In 1776, Franklin was appointed to* assist at 
the negociation with the court of France; and to 
his address, and the unfortunate issue of Bur- 
goyne's expedition, the treaty of alliance, offensive 
and defensive, which was concluded in 1778, by 
the king of France, and the soUdisant United 
States, may be chi^y attributed. This alliance 
mainly contributed to the ultimate success of the 
colonists in casting off the British yoke. 

In 1788, he wholly retired from public life; and 
in April, 1790, in the eighty-fifth year of his 
age, expured Beiijamin Franklin, LL.D. having 
attained high eminence and distinction, both as a 
politician «id a man of science; exhibiting to men 
of succeeding generations, a proof of what may be 
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attained by the practice of 'honesty, aolHiety, fr^- 
gaiity, and industry. Thus a man, bom in poverty 
and obscurity, by cultivating his own talents, ob- 
tained opulence and celebrity, without the ad- 
vantage of education; so that the most ^ni- 
nent scholars, and the most renowned societies^ 
admitted him as an assocmte. I shall conclade 
this short sketch, with transcribing the following 
Epitaph, which he wrote on himsdf. 

E5 The Body 

of 

BeKJAMIK F&AlTKXINy 

(Like the cover of an old Book, 

Its contents torn out, 

And stript of its lettering and gilding) 

Lies here, food for Worms ; 

Yet tiie work itself shall not be lost, 

For it will (as he believed) appear once more> 

In a. new 

And more beautiful Edition, 

Corrected and Amended, 

By 

" •♦•■/' ,. . TheAmkor. ' 
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CHAP. XX. 



PRISONS. 



It has been. already mentioned in the chapter oa 
theLawB, that in the United States, few crimes 
are punished with the infliction of that awful 
punishment, death. The man who has committed 
premeditated murder, — and he who, in the hour 
of darkness, has set fire to a dwelling, where 
numbers might consequently have perished, — ^is a 
monster, who deserves a punishment that shall 
r^idw a repetition of the crime impossible. Few 
offences being punished capitally, and the govern- 
ment oif the United States having no colonies 
to which they transport criminals, nearly all delin« 
quents are punished by imprisonment. In some 
parts of the United States, all the vices of the 
old world appear to have been imported, and 
consequently these districts abound in crime. Some 
of the prisons are full of prisoners ; indeed, in 
New York, in consequence of so many being con- 
victed, the magistrates are obliged to extend 
pardon to criminals who are totally unworthy of 
it, in order to make room for other villains more 
recently convicted, and of more abandoned charac- 
ters. In the state prison, near the city of New 
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York, there are generally about six hundred pri- 
soners; in the penitentiary, about three hundred 
and fifty; in the bridewell of that city, nearly 
one hundred and fifty; and in the prison at Auburn, 
in the same state, about obe hundred and fifty more. 
In the state of New York, there are frequenUy about 
one hundred and twenty prssoners, for counterfeiting 
or uttering forged bank-notes; and about five hun- 
dred and fifty more, for grand larceny. The Ame* 
rieans say that many of their criminals are foreigners : 
but nearly all for forgery are natives; and of the 
other prisoners, foreigners only Aimish ^ smalt 
proportion. 

Itie state prison near the city of New Iforit 
IB well regulated. Excepting those in solitary 
confinement, all the prisoners are obliged to wofk. 
Some are employed as tailors, shoe^makers, brush- 
makers, cabinet makers, joiners, blacksmiths, &c.; 
a great many are employed in weaving. Nearly 
all the prisons throughout the country are simi- 
lar to extensive wortishops or manufactories; and 
the prisoners occainon no great expense to the 
state, for by their work they nearly pay the 
w^le charge of the establishment. If the prison^ 
ens will not work, they are pimisbed by dark 
and solitary confinement. Formeriy, the gaoler at 
New York was restricted firom using corporeal 
punishment, but latterly he has been ftinnisbed 
with a discretionary power. The food given to 
the prisoners is very good in quality; and in case 
of sickness, they have the best medical attend- 
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ance. Bqt ffOfm the nomber of pmonere in Uhi 
gMJ, the nmiM^rft are obl^;ed sometioMs to pot 
nxteeti to^ skep in a room no larger than about 
five yards in length by four in width. All h* 
male prisotiOTs are kept strictly separate from tbe 
men. 

The state prison at Pfailade^hia is even bettor 
regulated than the one at New York. Inspeclmn 
are appointed) who are annually chosen from 
amoB^ tbe cttieens, and these act grateiitottLy 
and vohmtarily. From tbeir report, and that of 
ihe gaoiw, with the consent of the judge, the 
treatment of any particular prisoner is regufaited^ 
tf be psove r^raotory, he is punished by sotttary 
eOBfisemoit, of which there are different sorts» 
via. without light, — with %bt^^ — a^d the mtfder 
species of solitary confiaement is^ to . allow the 
prisoneor to work. 

K a primnec, by his ordeiiy and regular conr 
duct, should obtain tbe approbation of the ior 
specters and gaolersy he is recommended to tbe 
governor as a proper ofa||cct fior pardon* and such' 
persons, we generally released. In many instaneea, 
persons have been reformed in tk^e priaons; 
and, having teamed some serviceable mechaaie 
art, alter they have left tbe prison, haine become 
nseful membem of society. In others, however* 
the mkA puniriiments in the United States are 
not found to be efficacious in preventing orimest 
The governor of the state of New York has re* 
commended that a new prison i^ionld be erected* 
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awl that it sboald coiimit of small a^sdrtments^ 
«> that only one person might sleep in a rdo»« 
Tbis measure would eertainly be attended wiHi 
beneficial effects. The prisoner, when (Uane at 
night upon a hard couch, cduld net forbear re^ 
fleeting upon his dire situation; that between \Am* 
self and society thete were bars, which he was 
net allowed to unloose; that in thie day-time 
his assooiates were abandoned villains, and at 
niglrt he had nothing but his dkiagreeaUe 
couch, and his still more dkagreeable coBBcience, 
fw his company; — refleotions like these would 
prMMibly produce salutary effects. 

When a number of prisoners are together, they 
recount to each other the tricks and stmtagems 
they hare used to defraud the credulous and 
unwary. * Many of these are laughable w comic 
incidents, and as such, they furnish cause for merri'- 
ment. They inform each other likewise in what 
way they might have escaped detection, and they 
devise new plans or modes to carry oh thdr guilty 
practices when U^y are again let loose on society. 
Thus the hardened villain instructs the juvenife 
offender, and confirms him in depnuvity. In 
the United States, it has been found that some 
prisons are ** schools of turpitude, in whidi pro* 
fligacy is inculcated in its most odiou^ forms, and 
in all its terrible enormities." In that country, 
as wdl as in England, numbers who have been 
in prison, on being liberated, are at large but a 
short period, before they are again convicted, and 
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agak iaci^cerat^. For the ^liottr of hamaa 
nature, . howeyer, we certainly must hope, that the 
mild pinmshments of the United States may sfic- 
coed. In their prisoi^, we see none of those 
wretched, filthy, and squalid objects, which are 
cp&tinually to; be met with in some of the prisons 
Qf Europe; and from which those of Ireland, as 
1 have been infic^med, are unhappily not exempt 
In England, the hangman is in daily requisition; 
but m tim United States, he is seldom employed. 
The blood of those who perish on the scafibld in 
Great 'Brition, would form a current through the 
land. And even yet, what are many of (hose 
prisons? They can be termed nothiG^ better than 
sepulchres; the worst of sepulchres, whare every 
good and virtuous feeling becomes rotten, tainted, 
and cprrupted, and where nothing iretiuns vitality, 
but the worst of human passions. 

But what hopes soever we may entertain re- 
specting the mild treatment of criminals, and how- 
ever gratifying it may seem to humanity, it can- 
not be denied) that lenity towards culprits in the 
United States, has not been found efficacious in 
the prevention of crime. The commitments in that 
country are nearly proportionate with those of 
Great Britain; especially, when we take into con- 
sideration, that they have no game laws, the 
violation of which, in many counties of England, 
constitute nearly one-fourth of the offencas for 
which pffienders are committed. 

In the United States, it is not difficult to ob- 
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tmn an bonett livelihood; and when it is obsliihr«d 
that to m$tay ciimes are comnditted, it woiAd 
natarally lead toa ceuclasion that dometfaing 
mmt be defective ia their mode of patiishHiei^. 
Through the lenity of the treatment in the 
United States, a part of theit earnings ie given 
to the ptfisoners ; therefwe theve is veiy little pmiislH 
meat, or privali<m. Henee some of them declare, 
that they are more oomfevtable in the prison Aba 
they were before they entered, l^hoiit many, when 
they leave Utt jotil, are heedless whether they am 
again committed or not; they ako inform their 
co«panionis, that there is nothing to be mneh 
dreaded in imprisonment. 

In the: United StatM, sooner or later, it is to 
be feared that diey must alter their mode of 
conducting prisotts. Governor Clinton has recocD^ 
mended that a jail aAionld be erected for the state 
of New York, in which every prisoner might have 
a room or cell to sle^ akme ; and if some of 
the greatest criminais were to work and eat alone, 
it would be as well; but more than two or three 
should not be allowed to work together. 

On one occasion I visited the stale ptimm ifMr 
the city of New York, accompamed by a gender- 
man belonging to its medical departments We were 
not attended by any of the gaolers^ we therefbre 
mnged through the different wards at our leiBurs. 
The prisoners, who wera but Kttle restrained by our 
presence, passed off their jokes with one another. 
In the female department, the women were em- 
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ployed at the washing-tab; and one of them was 
amnsing the rest by obscene conversation. Cer* 
tainly these prisoners were better clothed and pro* 
vided for than many poor families who earn an 
honest livelihood. It cannot be expected that 
much dread of a prison will be excited, or that 
much reformation of conduct will take place in 
the morals of the prisoners who are thus treated. 
I do not wish to recommend such usage M 
prisoners' meet with in several countries, where 
despotism has established its unfeeling reign; 
where men, some of whom have committed the 
unpardonable crime of expressing an opinion that 
their rulers do not act right, are consigned to 
dungeons, to move and writhe in filth like worms, 
and indeed where nearly all sorts of prisoners are 
considered as not worthy the solicitude which is 
paid to dogs or hogs, and where they are fed 
upon offal that the carrion crow would almost 
disdain. 

It seems more consonant with the dictates of 
humanity, to retain the mild punishments and 
comforts in the prisons of the United States, al-^ 
though they may not work a reformation in the 
criminal, than to let human beings languish in 
such horrid gaols or pest-houses as are found in 
some countries. 

With respect to the treatment and punishment 

of prisoners, much judgment and discrimination 

is undoubtedly required. Nor is it proper in all 

countries to punish the same crime in an equally 

2 E 
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rigoroas manner. Indeed » we mast bear in mind^ 
that what in one age and country has beai con- 
sidered criminal, and consequently deserving of 
punishment, is not judged to be so in another: 
thus, in Persia, at one time, ingratitude was 
thought deserving of a severe infliction : in Eng- 
land, sending a challenge, or duelling, is con- 
trary to law; and if death be the consequence of 
a duel, the survivor is considered guilty of mur- 
der: whilst in the island of Malta, dndUybg is l^aL 
Thus we see the versatility of opimons; for while 
by the laws of one country a person would Idi* 
fdit his life; in another, at the same time, he would 
not be considered as guilty of any offence. With 
the exception of one or two crimes, there wiil be 
a difference of opinion as to what punkhment 
ought to be inflicted* 

It is melancholy to obs^ve, that in Great 
Britain and the United Statra, wh^e prusons are 
better conducted, and prisoners treated widi more 
tenderness than in any other part of the world, the 
commitments gradually increase ; and we are led 
to the opinion, diss^reeable as it is, that orimi^ 
nals cannot be reclaimed, nor others deterred 
from giving way to a vicious propensity, excepting 
by a severity of punistiment whioh hmnaakyide^ 
precates as improper. 
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CHAP. XXI- 

SCENERY, MOUNTAINS, CASCADES,' 
MINERALS, &C. 

Oy all die sceiieFy ia North America, th^e is 
be none so grmoA or imposing as that of the 
Fan* of Niagara. This phenomenon, faowefer, 
has been so often described, that I coQfifidef it 
Midess to particQlariae it in this wovk. The falls 
of Niagara are one hundred and thirty feet 
paqiendicular, whist those of Jackson's rirer in 
Vkginta are two hundred: but the latter is a 
small stream in comparison to the river Nii^^a, 
not being more than twelve or fifteen feet wide 
abore the fail. The ftiUs of die Passaic, in New 
Jevsey^ although not to be con^red to those 
of Niagara ev Jackson, present also an object of 
astooishmeBt. The rirer Pasweuc, ab6re the fails, 
mns in a straight coume about seventy feet wide; 
andf in some remote agies, there is every ap-' 
peamnce that bey^ond the falls it continued^ 
ks straight course. iSome great convulsion of 
nature must, however, have taken place, as the 
ro^, wMch is to appearance almost as bard as 
iiion^st)5ne, has been burst or rent asunder in 
eight or fen places^ t^s haviiig caused the wtAet 
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to make a complete turn, or acute angle, is the 
cause of the present falls. 

The height of the rock over which the water 
falls, is about seventy feet perpendicular. When 
we stand on the border of the basin into which 
it descends, we are nearly encircled by rocks, 
some of which are from ninety to one hundred 
feet high. In some places this rock has evidently 
been of four different formations. The second 
formation, which is from sixty to seventy feet 
from the base, presents a curious appearance; it 
is encrusted with volcanic matter. The stone or 
rock appears as if it had formerly been in m 
state of fusion, and as if the fused matter had 
run on the then surface, and covered it for three 
er four inches thick. There is no doubt, from 
every appearance, that part of this rock has been 
exposed to a high degree of heat. It vrottld 
lead one almost to suppose, that the earth had, 
at some remote period, borne a different relative 
sitoation to the sun from what it now exhibits, 
and that a great part which is at present solid, 
was at some former period, from the effect of 
great heat, in a state of fluidity; but that the 
earth coming into its present sitoation, became 
concreted, imbedding those numberless oigiuuc 
remains which are in every country discovered, 
and more especially in America. 

A lamentable circumstance, a few years since, 
occurred at this place. Mr« Cummins, a very 
popular preacher, accompanied by his wi^, was 
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▼iewing the falls ; they had been married a fort- 
night. Mrs. Cummms was looking over the rock, 
which was about ninety feet high, when she be- 
came diz2y, and fell into the basin below: unfortu- 
nateiy her clothes caught in some sunken timber, 
and she rose no more. The body was not found 
until the lapse of an hour, but the vital spark 
had fled. 

In Virginia, between York and James' river, the 
earth appears to hiive been of four different for- 
matibns. The land upon the surface is very level, 
and about forty feet of a perpendicular height 
above high- water mark. Near York-town the 
banks are perp^idicular, and here the different 
formations can be distinctly traced. The first 
OP lowest stratum is a mixture of clay, sand» 
attd small shells; this stratum! is about five feet 
thick; on this lies, horizontally, a layer of small 
^hite shells, such as cockle, clam, &c. about 
two inches thick. The next formation is earth 
similar to the first mentioned, eighteen inches in 
depth; then a layer of shells. Afterwards an- 
other body of earth, which is covered with white 
shells, near three feet thick, and on this lies a 
body of oyster shells six feet thick: these are 
covered with earth to the surface. 

Having been informed that about four miles 
distant from the falls of the Passaic, and higher up 
the river, there were the remains of several basaltic 
columns, in places where nature had evidently 
created them ; a Mr. Kinsey, of Paterson, a 
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l^ntleman of acknowledged taste ^a^ lefumiog a9 
a; ininejrdlogist, apd one pf the membem of oob^ 
grif TO for th^ stete of New Jersey t progpsjfd to 
si9jC0iapany me to view th^ae (Aif^qta of ciivjoi^fcy. 
Wp apcprdin^y went thit^er» aivi.foi^di, a^ ab^ot 
f^e hundred yardc from tbe.riyer, eighteen or 
twenty of the9^ h^altic cojump^, naeasiuring /be- 
tween four and five feet in circumferen^ o^ a 
quijntagofial form. Tb? mat9rit4a ,^^ sipiil^ to 
those of whiph t^ Giant> Cau^e^ay w li^^ai^ i^ 
oomposed* Of aome of these^c^^iqnF the aom* 
mits are eight or nine feet from |he^oan4; bpt 
they have evidently been iwfh highf^ than tb^y 
are at present, for several brok^ and detacfaed 
pieces are lying scattered xj^bt the haae of foch 
as display even the greatest el^vatioii. J hvfe i|o 
doubt that these columns have been fifteen or 
twenty feet in height from the ground. About 
a mile beyond these columns^ are the little fyidi» 
of the Passaic, a place where tbe scenery ia 
beautifuh 

Nearly throughout the Atlantic statasi, tbe AUe^ 
ghany mountains rear their elevated heads. This 
vast chain commences in the states of New York 
and New Jersey, and pursues a south*west conrse 
until the ridge is lost in West Florida* These 
mountains are from ninety to one bundled and 
fifty miles from the Atlantic ocean, and are sup: 
posed by some to be a continuation of tibe Andes. 
It is not supposed that the highest part of these 
i^ountains will exceed four thousand feet of per- 
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pai4ipukiir.hei|^) bnt thciy funhiih imiiy.^dMto 
fifom ^hettce:;the .Boeaerjr is . bold, gAuld^ and 
eict«tt^e. '^ The passage of the IV)tobiae 
tiurdtigh the ftlae J^dge of moaiit^tii^ is .toe ' of 
thid most stofieiMlOus scenes i^ nature: stand&ig 
on ibhe hiouoiain, <m the. ri^t comes ihe Sb^ir 
andmh, which has been seefaing a vcmt for mm 
hundred nutes; <^ the left is the P^Mtomae. . M 
their jonctiotn they rush togethiNr^ and pase: off to 
the 'Sea." The jdatuml bridge m Yirg^a is idao 
an object of wander. The arch approaches to 
the form of a semi-ellipsis; its breadth in the mid<- 
die is sixty feet, and the length ninety feet .This 
iiatm'al arch is thrown over a chasm two handled 
£Bet deep ; and the fissare, over which it stretches, 
is forty-five feet wide at the bottom. The highlit 
mountain in the United States is the White moun- 
tsaOi in New^ Hampshire, the he%ht of wluch is 
about six thousand feet. With respect to scenery, 
the hwbour of New York presents as be»iteous 
a prospect as that of any harbour in the known 
world: the Narrows, at the distance of eight miles, 
which are the outlet to the sea, and only about 
one mite and a half in width, Staten Island, 
Long .Island, Govtf nor's Island, the Jersey shore, 
and some other small islands in the capacious 
bay, render the tout etisemble extremely beantifol. 
The scenery likewise of Boston harbour, with its 
forty islands, is Kttle inferior to New York. 

The prospects from the Catskili mountetins, on 
the Hudson or North river, is well entitled to the 
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^ipfiettatiaii of bold aii4 magnfficldt The appeal^- 
\mce <0f the whole coan^ m aotdmit mif be^sakl 
to be enchanting. The walnat-trete then ammieB 
a br^ht yeUow; 'theimaple, a acarlet ; many otfawn 
take a deep copper colour: ttie scenery of the 
fortsts at this time, with their rich ami golden 
tints, caniiot be properly or adequately descifticd; 
In the month of Febuary, 1820, I was witness to 
ui caiioas circumstance. It was this^ daring th# 
nght it had rained, the water had become con^^ 
gealed, the ^nrfoce of the earth was covered widi 
ice above an inch thick, and die tre^ were so 
completely loaded, that whdn I was travelling on 
the road to New Jersey the foUOM^ingi morldng, I 
found that lieu^ branches hadfbeisn t^rpketi off, 
and fine trees, which had withstood many a blasts 
were torn ap by the roots through theeicoesffive 
weight: the noise in the woods, from. the branches 
which were then foiling off, wtis extremely loud* 
The scenery was such as we, might expect to 
view in Greenland, — all iiiianimate nature was 
clothed with ice. 

The United States abound with metal : silv^^ 
cobalt, copper, zinc, iron, lead, &€. In all the 
JVorth JSastern, in all the Middle, and in all the 
Western States, there are metals of different sorts. 
Previously to the revolution, several mines had 
been opened and worked. There was a silver 
mine at Surg-Sing, about forty miles up the 
North river from New York, of which it is said 
to be the intention of some persons to resume the 
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worido^* This nine, k is highly probtUe, was 
IUb property of some Bi^sh pero(ui8j>! who itft 
America at the time of the revolation, andntrer 
Jtftiifittd; but its Tdae may amply reward either 
fthtm or their descendants for mddng 9n inquiry. 
About thft same peFR>d, seVoal .copper mines were 
aband<med. A cobalt mine in Connecticut was 
ako discontinued at the /time of the reirolntion. 
To resoineJhe working, a company has lately been 
fimned; and itis said^ that the speculation is now 
become. productive. Laiige quantities of iron ore 
lare. obtained in the Eastern States. In New 
Jersey; about ten miles from- Patei'son, there is a 
small momatain of n^arly.pure zinc. IntheWeirt- 
0hi StateSi several iron and lead mines are success- 
fully worked. A lar^e quantity of lead is brought 
down the Mississippi, from St. Louis and the 
neighbourhood. There is also, in several of the 
states, abundance of lime-stone, and coal. In 
Pennsylvania and Virginia, excellent coals are 
obtained. In some parts of the Western states, 
(for instance, at Pittsburg,) there are hills of it ; 
and it is procured at a trifling cost. Through- 
out all the Western Country, there is little doubt 
but that coal abounds. In this part of the United 
States, there are also many salt springs and nitre 
caves. Some of the former are called Salt Licks, 
in consequence of animals having in times past 
resorted thither, and licked the saline soil. In 
some places they have by this means excavated 
the soil ten or twelve feet. From this circum- 
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Stance ^e may ibikn Itn idea of the leligth of time 
Amiag which anknals iwoained imd]stdri>ed in lids 
^oant^4 

MarUo is plentifiil, espetially in Connecticot, 
Jfew YoriE» PennsylTatiia) New Jerftey^ Virginia, &c. 
In Piiiladdphiaf otarble id as cheap as common 
atone. Thore is no doubt that bt some fotmre 
peHod (Hredous stones will be discovered. GrfB- 
ial is Tery ootnmon; I have foand seyeralbeaatiftl 
testes amongst the trap rock, which were under- 
going a state of decomposition, from these ck^ 
cumstancesy I conceive it not inq^robable, that at 
some future period, die United StiU;es will be 
found so to abound with the precious metals 
and preoioos stones^ as to rival the los^ cele- 
brated mines of Mexico and Peru. 
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CHAP. XXIL 



ANTIQUITtES; 



ALf HOubH jtiie U^ted SUktm of AmefiidA fe A 
country of 86 recent discotery by the Ettrof^efftttd, 
yet tlmre ate ettdent mcirkB <ihat at isome remote 
period^ there lias been not only a great; bat 
a ciTilesed popidatimi. Du Pratt mentions, that 
in ^ Iltinois, about the year 1710, when the 
fV^ich wet^ digging the fMndatioift for a mill, 
they there found (several feet below the sarface) 
a nnmber of orbienlar stones, about two inches 
m diameter/ of the shape of a pointed cap with 
siK sides; the gfooves were set with buttons of the 
site df a small pin's bead. 

De WHt Clinton, in a memoir which he read 
before the literary and Philosophical Society of 
New Yovk, describes some of the aniiquities in 
the western part of that state. He thus proceeds, 
'' Having had some opportunities for personal ob- 
servation, and not a few for inquiry, I am induced 
to believe, that the western parts of the United 
States were, prior to their dkcovery and occu- 
pation by Europeans, inhabited by numerous na^ 
tkn^ in a settled state> and much further advanced 
in civiUzation than the present tribes of Indians. 
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Abont two miles south from Manlius-sqaare, in 
the town of Pompey, 1 examined the remains of 
a large town, which was obviously indicated by 
large spots of black mould in regular intervals 
of a few paces distance, in which I observed bones 
of animals, ashes, carbonized beans or grains of In- 
dian com, 4cnoting the residence of huqoian beings. 
This town must have extended at least half a 
viikt from east to we8t,^atid three quarters of ^ 
mile from north to south. This extent I could 
determine vrith consideraUe accutecy from my own 
yiew; but I wad assured by a genlleman of vera- 
city, that its l^igth from east to west was <me 
aiile. A town covering upwards of five hmdred 
acres, must have contained a population, greatty 
transcending all our ideas of credibility. Th^re 
are three old forts, distant about eight miles from 
each other, and forming a triangle which encloses 
the town; one^a mile south from the present vil- 
lage of Jamesville, and the oth^ north-east and 
south-east in Pomp^y; they were in all probability 
erected to cover the town, and to protect the in- 
habitants aga^ust the attacks of an enemy. Near 
the remains of this town, I observed a large forest, 
viiuch was in former times cleared and under 
cultivation. 1 drew this inference from the follow- 
ing circumstances : There were no hillocks or 
small mounds, which are always the result of 
uprooted trees; no uprooted or decaying trees or 
stumps, no underwood ; and the trefes were gene- 
rally fifty or sixty years old. Many, very many 
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years imiBt elapse before a cultivated coniitry is 
covered vfith wood. The seeds must be slowly 
conveyed by winds and birds. The township of 
Pompey abounds with forests of a similar cfaa-* 
racter, some of four miles long and two wide^ 
and it contains a great number of anci^it places 
of interment: I have heard them estimated at 
eighty. If the present white population of that 
country were entirely swept away, perhaps in the 
revolution of ages similar appearances to those 
we have now been describing, would be eX'» 
hibited. 

"Tb^'e is apiece of land (at Oxford) oontidn* 
ing between two and three acres, which is about 
thirty feet higher than the adjoining flat around 
it. This rise of land lies along ^e river bank 
about forty rods, and at the south-westerly end 
tfak fort was situated. It contained about three 
roods of ground, and on the river the line was 
nearly straight, and the bank almost perpendicu* 
lar« The %ure nearly like this. 




'^ Attheplacesnorthand south, marked for gates, 
there were two spaces of about ten feet each, 
where the ground has not been broken, which 
were undoubtedly the ^itrances or gateways by 
which the people of the fort went out and in^ and 
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paitiottkriy foir watM. The ourve, except ttie §atB^ 
wsys^ was a dkcb legvlariy drji; aad akhcnq^ tlit 
ground, on whieh the tet is aitoated, waa, at the 
first white eettleaieiiti a9 hcaivily timbered m any 
other part of the forest, yet the lines of the wbA 
eoald be diatiiictly traced among the treesy aad 
the distance £rom tiie botton of the ditch to 
the top of the embankment, generally about finit 
foot. 

^Tfae antkjputy of tfaia fortification is mom pnr^ 
tkmlafiy evident from Uie fottowing foct Then 
was one large pine tree, or rather dead tnmk, 
fifty or sixty foet high, which bmi^ cvt, one 
bandred and nuiety-five circles of the wood ooold 
easily be ^stingaiiE^ied; and auny more oooUnot 
be counted, aa ibe sap-wood of the tree was prin« 
cipally gone. Probably this tree was tinaee or foor 
hundred yeaia old ; certainly more than two ban- 
dred. It might haiae ataod one hamdred yeafs 
after H had completed ita growth, and even 
longer, it is also* uncertain how long a time 
elapsed fron^ the excavation of the ditch, to the 
commencement of the growth of this tree. That 
it was not &ere when the earth waa^ thrown up, 
is certain ; for it stood on: tiie top ^ the bank, 
and its roots had shaped themselves to the ditch, 
tunning quite under the bottom of it, then rising 
On the other side near the stuikce of the earth, and 
then pursuing a horizontal direction. 

'' On the south side of Lake £rie, there is^ a series 
of old fbrtifications; running if^om the Cktteragus 
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&eekf to ike Pemsylvaoia Uaa, a distance of 
fifty mifes; some we tm>, fbree, aod four mikf 
apart, and sooiq within half a mde.^ Some con* 
tain fife a<a*ea. The walk or breast*woric8 are 
of earth, and the^ are ^eneraUy on groood wheri 
there are appearances of creeks ha^iag oa<^ 
emptied iiato the ldi;es, or where tiiere was once 
a bay; so that k is infmred, these worii:s were 
once on the margin of Iiake Erie, which has now 
retareated from two to &fe miles northerly. Still 
drifter soirth, Aere is said to be another chain 
<tf ibrts, tanning parallel with the former, and about 
the same distance from them as those are from 
the lalce. The eomitry hare exhibits two differoit 
taUss or sections of bottom, intervale, or aUuvial 
land; tiie one nearest the lake bmng the lower, 
and, if I may so, dewHrnnate it, the secondary 
taUe land. 

^The pdmai^os more derated table land, is 
bounded. <m the sou^ by hills and T^leys, where 
uaixfse eadnbite hes nsual napeckL The primary 
or alloTial laud was foraied from the first retraat 
or recession of the lakey and then, it is sopposed^ 
tbemort southcEB line<if fortifications was erected. 
In process of time, the lake- receded fiirlber to the 
norttir leaving anatber section of table land, on 
wideh the other tier of works was made. The 
soil oa the two flats is vevy. diffeieot, the infeiiar. 
being adapted for grass, ai|d the superior £01 
grain, aid the timber vanes in a eomespondent 
manner. On the soniih side of Lake. Ontario 
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there are also two aUuvial £emnatioBs; the most 
recent is north of the ridge road, but no forts 
hare been discovered on it. Whether there be 
any on the primary or table land, 1 have not 
learned ; south of the mountain ridge, many have 
been observed. 

**In the geology of our country, it is import- 
ant to remark, that the two alluvial formations 
before mentioned, are, generally speaking, charac- 
teristic of all the lands bordering on the western 
waters; while, on thie eastern waters, there is 
but one alluvial tract, with- some few exceptions. 
This may be ascribed to the distance of the St* 
Lawrence and Mississippi from the ocean; their 
having prostrated at two different periods, im^- 
diments or barrkrs, and in consequence of thi» 
lowering the beds in which they flowed, having 
produced a partial exhaustion of the remote 
waters. These distinct formations may be con- 
sidered as great chronolo^cal landmarks. 

** The non-existence of forts on the secondary or 
primary alluvial formations of Lake Ontario, is a 
strong circumstance 'from which the remote an- 
tiquity of those on the highlands to the south 
may be deduced; because, if they had been erected 
after the first or last retreat of the lake, they 
would undoubtedly have been made on them as 
most convenient, and best adapted for all military, 
civil, and domestic purposes.'" 

Mr. Clinton concludes his memoir, by saying 
**I am persuaded, that enough has been said to 
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demonstrate the e%i&t&»ce of a va^t pQpiila;tioii, 
settled in towns, defended by forts, cultiyatmg 
Agdcaltipe, and more advanced in civilization 
tfeanthe natives which have inhabited the same 
coontries since the European, discovery." 

Throughout all the Western States, there were 
many vestiges of ancient forjtifications. Near to 
Pii]ua, in the state of Ohio, there are some of 
these remains. Several of the ancient forts are 
of great extent, and some so small that they do 
not Aldose half an Acre. The entr^ces seem 
to have been north and south* The excavations 
appear to have been made from the inside. The 
embankments, which remain to this day, are five, 
six, and seven feet above the surface of the ad- 
joining ground. They must have required great 
labour and skill in the formation ^ for the stone 
used in some of them has been brought from a 
distance of about half a mile* The trees on all 
tibese forts are as lai^e as those in the surround- 
ing cotiniry. 

. Near the mouth of Hole's Creek, on a plain, 
are the remains of ancient w^rks of considerable 
extent. One of the embankments appears to have 
enclosed an area of about one hundred and eighty: 
acres, and to this day in some parts it is twenty 
feet high. Near Cincinnati, there are numerous 
remains of fortifications; stone coffins, rude sculp- 
tural representations on stone, and many more 
antique remains, are continually discovered. At 

some remote period, it would appear, there has 

2f 
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misled a dense anxl Wd^^ p^Akittott kt Ite 
Ignited States. 

la ike nitroiK»' twv^ hitotafl ImKes. lNM<^ b«M 
found equaUy as w«U jM^esevved as^ the tilultit&itfi^ ef 
Egypt. Seme c^ the^e I ba^ seei&^ iPhe afPpMi^ 
ance ef these would bespesAt a pec^ fiMWlfy dif- 
Arettt from the preseat i^<^e ef Itidia^. Indeed^ 
the bidiaiiB dfe a race o^ peof^Ie who cka sbe^ 
vo mo&amettts of antiquity. Desiring' labew, 
they ean shew M woi4b ^t sititt; cttd ites^^tinief 
Iftiese reoiaftts of antiquity they kAom Mthhigf. Iff 
la almost evideat, that tfa^e vAio ottce oetifupietf 
these fortified places baye been engaged in 6!^ 
structive warfare, and hy thM itieAis have he* 
come exCinet. 



MABTlfOTH CAVE IN KfiNrt/CkY. 

Amoi^ the varioiur momradetits of astl^plit^ 
diaeofveced in Ameiica^ tkenei » not OSes wfaieb 
appears more astonishing, than that, wtaahv l»ti 
betti empfaatidatty denoitinated^ ''The WoBrf^rfiil 
MamcQieth Cave ift Kenteaky/' 

An amount of this wattderfiit caire- haH tfp 
peared uAder Urn sanotion of the Americto AhIk 
quaitan SoeietgF, incorporated by an act of d» 
l^^latwe of MaMaclmsetts, ao that no doubt oaa^ 
be enteitained of the lactsr wliich this ▼oluiM' 
records. 

From a train of drcuimtances eomieeted with 
this eave,. it ajppmm. that it was formefly ii^Mk 
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bited, fire-beds hdtiUg tifitei fanUid in almost every 
avenue from one end ta the other. These ap- 
pear <»• h*v* heevi hixilt of KnJCStorifevaiitHie fires 
*ei« M2^^ 6f «aiS6. mil at ^»<reifc iJ«W6* 4filese 
gloomy fetfeats Ve^ ttife af>d^e of human feefpgsi 
it IS in vain to conjecture ; and we tave no m^ws 
of deciding Mrhether th^se caverns were aitopca- 
^oncd i^sidebisiB fdr ftbibe ladiaii tribe i* mofiwat* 
of danger, or were peopled by a *Afcft ^ fteftfif^ 
ffi« kfe ttd^ e^^fffiitt. ¥t6rii im ^pi^^mAc^ o{ 
the mummy, wliicE will hereafter fed d'e^crujea,' 
nothing can be found to furnish tlie least Judi- 
cation of any connection with Europe. Our 
vieim We thne*efore crirri^ back piSoJr lir "^fhe 
d«fs 6f ColtWbtfSt atid tk^h^pS W© SfidHetM'i 
rilii! ho Diiti-ag^ eith6i^ dh trtttft or jJrofert^y, i^P 
we continue our retrogression for two' ^bojdsand 
years. : « 

Tte first discovei-y df thfe eaytf whicfr ^as 
purely accidental, happened about tfeffy^sfi^Sfc^^. 
The stttltimdihg: doilhti-y in wfiicE ft k situated^ 
is much broken into ravines aha pits, apparently 
through some violent convulsion of nature ;^ and 
it is at the bottom of cfae of thefiie rdvinei> that 
the entrance into this wonder of the westeri Wbfld 
vi«fe cybSeiHrddi TH^ fcuVid^ty nirhifeti this discioYery 
dkiiieiy iiidiiced Mr. Nalium Ward, a citizen of 
stirewsliury, Massachusetts, to explore its reeesses^ 
and it is from his pen> that the foAlOwibg ecc^ 
planation of the engraving, and the sbbMijt^Snt 
account have been taken. 
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EXPLANATION. 



A— Month of the cave, forty feet high, aad thirty wUe. 

BB-^HopperSy where saltpetre is made hy WiUdns and Orats, 
the owners of the cave. Oxen are worked two miles in. 

C — ^Pits one hundred and seventy-five feet deep in many places 
in this chamber. 

D-^This area contains upwards of eight acres, covered with 
one arch, at least one hundred and fifty feet high in the oentre, 
called the C%ie^C%. 

E — Sec<md Cityy contains about six acres; the walls around at 
least sixty feet perpendicular height : one arch. 

F — Fourth City. This chamber, with the avenue leading to it, 
was never explored until I entered it. I went to the end. 

G— This is called the Fifth City. 

H — ^The bed of this chamber, which is one thousand eight hun- 
dred feet in circumference, is forty feet above the levd of the pas- 
sive leading to it. You go up a passage like that of a chimney, 
for forty feet perpendicular height. 

I — At this place I found a cedar pole, twelve feet long, and 
which was perfectly sound. 

O — ^I went no farther than this ; how much forther I might 
have gone I know not 

L — Third City. — ^From the side of the cave issued a fine stream 
of water, which foUs sixty feet. 

tlRR — Green River passes over three branches of the cave. 

S— A long body of yellow ochre found here. 

Tt— A very beautiful dome, at least (oriy feefc in diittneter, and 
sixty feet high. 

X — ^Here are six or eight large columns of spar, standing up- 
wards of sixty feet perpendicular height, the bases of wUch rest 
in elegant basins of water, as clear as amber. . This is a beautiful 
right. Soda i^ found in great quantities in and by these columns 
of spar. I called the pool CUhriui. 

Z^Found no end. 

N—pitle Ditto. 
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'* It was seven in the evening when I reached 
the hospitable mansio|i of Mr. Miller (the overseer 
of Messrs. Wilkins and Gratz, in w)iose Ipoui the 
cave opens) virho met me at tke g#te; as he fgi- 
ticipated my 0|bject, he bade me welcoiRe to «U 
his house afforded. 

'^During th^ evening, Mr. Miller made arrange- 
ments for my yisiting the cave next morning, by 
pcocnnng me ^wo guides, laoaps, &c. I co^d 
hardly rest dicing the night, so much had my 
curiosity beeit ^cited by my host's isocount oi 
the ^^reg^lar ponfusion" in this subterr^meous 
v^orld. 

^'At eight in the morning 1 )eft the house 
in company wit^ the guides, taking with us two 
large lamps, a compass, and somethitig for re- 
freshment; and entered the cave, ^bout sixty rods 
from the house, down through a pit forty feet 
deep and thirty in circumference, at the bottom 
of which is a fine spring of water. When at the 
bottom of this pit, you are at tl^e entP^ce of 
the cave, (A) which opens to the north, and is 
fro© forty to fifty f§et l^igh, and about thirty in 
width for upwards of forty rods, when it is not 
moiH^ tb^ ten feet wid^ »nd five feet bigh. How- 
everi tbi^ continues but ^ short distance, when it 
exp^inds to forty or fi% feet in width, and is 
abo^t liw^ty in height Ipr about one mile, until 
you Civile to the First Hoppers (B) where salt- 
petre i^ maxnu&ctiired. Thence, it is about forty 
feet in width and sixty in height to the Second 
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i7#np#«y <B) twio liijles fmm Abe entmnce. The 
loose ikoMkoie ksB heem laid up into haiuteoine 
W9Us on either side, almost the i^hole distance 
iron Iha eatrance to the Second Hoppers: the 
load ifi baffd» and as smooth as b flag p^vepnent; 
Thie wails of the laaTem are perpendicular in erfery 
passage that I traversed : the arches are n^uUir in 
^firy^«^, aQd bava l>id d«£asioe even to eafrth- 
^Wifcetst. One iif iB^^qjMfs informed me be was 
«t tb^ $<eMi»<f JE&iy!pi»*i9 i» 1612, with several work-* 
Q»n, ishen those heavy shocks eame on, which 
were m^ se^^rely fek ip this country. He said, 
that aboot five minotea before the shock, a heavy 
nHmbttog ncne was heard oomkig out of the ciave 
like a uog^ty wind; when that ceased,^ the rocks 
cracked, and all appeared to be going in a (mo^ 
ment to Anal destrootion. However, no one was 
bgwr^d, ridiough large reeks fell in some parts 
of the cave* 

*^A8 yioil advance into the cave, the avenue 
leadb from <jiq Second Hopp^s, west one mile, 
then 8. W. to the Chi$/ City, (D) which is six 
miles fiK)m the entvani^. This avenue is firoin 
fltt3cty to one hiudred feet in beight, aad^ about 
the same in width, the whole distance after yon 
leave the Second Hoppers, until you come to the 
cross roads or Chief dty, and is nearly upon a 
level; the floor, or bottom, being covered widi 
loose biQestoBes and saltpetre-earth. When I 
reached this immense area (Chief City) which con- 
tains upwards of eight acres, without a single 
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pilfer to support tbe arch, which is entke ovtr the 
whole, 1 was struck diinb with astonishmeiit 

''I can gi?e you bat a faint idea of thfe Chitf 
City. Nothing under heavoi can be more anb* 
Iknely ^rand than this place, covered withr a 
solid arch at least one handred feet high, and 
to all appearance entire. 

''After entering the CkUf Cityj 1 perceived 
five krge avenues leading out of it, from mty 
to one hondred feet in width, and from forty to 
eighty in. height The walls (aU of stinie) are 
arched, and afe from forty to eigl^ feet perpen- 
dicolar height birfore die ardb commmices. 

'' The first which I traversed, after cuttiBg ar- 
rows on the stonea under oar feet, poiBting to 
the mouth of the cave (in feet, we did this attiie 
entrance of every avenue, that we should not be 
at a loss for the way out, in our return) was 
one that led us in a southerly direction for move 
t|Mm two mile9. We then left it, and todc anothtf 
that led us east, and dien nofth, for more than 
two miles further; and at last, in our windings, 
were brought out by anotiier avaiue into the 
Ch^fCitjf again, after traversing different avenocs 
for more than five mUes. 

''We rested oursdves for a few minutes on 
some limestone slabs near the centre of this 
gloomy area ; and, having taken some refreshment 
and trimmed our lamps, took our departure a 
second time through an avenue almost north, and 
paiallel with tbe avenue leading from tbe Ckief 



Digitized 



by Google 



ANTIQUITIES. 445 

City to tjke mouth of the cave, which ire c<m- 
tinued for upwards -of two miles, when weenterod 
the Second City. (£) This is covered with one 
arohy neariy two hundred feet high in the centre, 
md very similar to the Firs% City, except in the 
number of avenues leading from it; this hai4ng 
but two. We passed through it, over a very con- 
soderaUe rise in the centre, and descended thirough 
3sa avenoe which bore to the east about three 
b«idred rods, when we came upon a third area 
(L) about two hundred feet square and fifty in 
hm^xlf which had a pure and delightM stream 
of wateir issuing firom the side of the wall about 
sixty feet bi^ and which fell upon some broken 
rtanes, and was irfterwards entirely l6st to oiir view. 
After passing this beautiful sheet of water a few 
yards, we came to the end of this passage. 

^* We then returned about one hundred yards, 
and entered a small opening (over a considerable 
mass of stone) to our left, which carried us south, 
through an uncommonly black avenue, something 
more than a mile, when we ftscended a very steep 
hill, about sixty yards, which carried us vnthin 
tlie. walls of the Fourth City, (F) which is not 
inferior to the second, having an arch that covers 
at least mx acres. In this last avenue, the farther 
eaoid of which must be four miles from the Chief 
City, and ten from the mouth of the cave, are 
upwards of twenty large piles of saltpetre-earth 
<m one side of the avenue, and broken limestone 
heaped up on the other, evidently the work of 
human hands. 
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lliiit iilits »TAOA« wouM b«v€> «c9mfi4 98 irpmid to 
I .fom4 4lie (eqdi a ^ titMidr^ ym4t ffftiA the 
^ opt bftvi^f Wiw so yorticHlAr w m^rkMg ibe 

IpAt fof fiffaecp, pr l^eiity WHiateft. At hngth 
v» foimd. our wi^y, mi, WMiy oad £iwit, ' natw dl 
^e Okie/ City fil^ dm wt n%bi. HowMeiv «i n«ob 
ft itiB i i aH M 1 WM* l>d«tQffraiped to.tfxflkff«'th4 qihw 
aa long «• ciy %lite hfAA out. 
. ''W« nftw eptef^d lfe» Hflb a«4 iMl airtiat 
fimH tbe <OAiic^C%, tnhicli wMFrifxi us aMt^aMl 
abfluft «io« iiwi^ed yaodi, wHea wq eatened tiM 
JFifthOilfft (Q) «Eiio»e avob Qovew ufnratda of fear 
acM* of k««l gr»i)iid afvevfld vkh bv(d:0ii Itme- 
alaitt. Firerbie^a of wnoonHnan siaa, iratb Waadb 
ploane lying aconnd tbtm,.are iatewpiened tkroai^ 
^.ttua oky. 

^'We ccoanad ovar to tka oppoiita nda tad 
tnliared an avcnoe that csvRMd up eaettalMMit twa 
haadFed aad 4fty tods: finding Mthiog iniM-eal^ 
liig m tUa paaaagf), w« tNroiid l«ck, and caDsee^ 
a maasy pija ^ atoof in the noutli af a laiga 
«^vaiuie» vbich I notio^d twt a Ui^ yands fioaa 
liaa laat mantiaved aity, ac we aaoM oat of it 
AAas iHNat dill^uUy mi pttfiag ovar this mass al 
liwaatMMk we enteied a/ laigr aiiWQe, iriiesa walla 
were the most 'perfect of any I saw, raaqnig 
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t<» rfjiAfi);^ ^l^rf» fep WM Mptt v^ i(?taT»fi4, and, 
lA^viwl t^^ ^ fi»t, whfl tia4 f^ififf^fiTf^Ttif}^ 

until at last, after mqql) 4i4M(y ifpnf. tljA fi)^|» 
^m <>f ft* P##fl^9. T»W<* i^ al^ftul te^ feet 
i» km^ we eftlefjKi ^ (h^ ^i4^ pf a chaw-. 

q9fft^evfSim» m^ wk<m af^h i^ ^Ht of^ b||^4r«(^ 
^: jP^ ^t Jqgtl lA H^o fifPtire. A%r b?vWS 
"WFl^e^ . awtWP AfMPtHlg d^vmraR^s.m^OR tbf 

which we had ascended, we walked forw^d pearljr 

"Jit: iwaii fast iiHiiwbti w^iv I p^^ni tlw 

are hushed, and Nature's self lies deadt' I IPU9t 
a|»k»wJ#4w IfiU ^ 8biY)?rii|g koKTfff ^i, mj situ- 
a(ii«W» W^yfR il )oi(9fe94 Vm^ uppR t^ d>f erei^t av^ 
mws ttoflVgb Hfhiph X )^^ )PMse4 fipc^ ^ ei|t«ve4 
%l CM§ .«t figbt iR Vie np<^fpi|lfft ai^d ^ tti4lt 
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baried several miles in the darit recetees of A» 
awful cavern — ihe grave, perhaps, of thoasands 
of buman beings — gave me no very pleasing sen- 
sations. With the gnide who was now with m^ 
I took the only avenne leading from this chamber, 
and traversed it to the distance of a mile in a 
soathem direction, when my lamps forbade me 
going furttier, as tiiey were neeriy exbausted. 
The avenue, or passage, was as large as any that' we 
had entered: and how fiur we might have traveSed, 
had onr lights held oat, it is unlcnown. — It h 
supposed ttiat 6rem River, a streaA navigable 
for boats several hundred miles, passes over liiree 
branches of this cave. (RRR) 

<<It was nearly one o'clock when we descended 
'the passage of the chiitiney,' as it is called, to 
the guide whom I had left seated on tiie rocks. 
He was quite alarmed at our long absence, and 
was heard by us a long time before we reached 
the passage to descend to him, hallooing vrift 
all his might, fearing we had lost our track in the 
ruins above. 

«<yery near.^e vertical piassage, and not htt 
from where I left my guide sittfaig, I found some 
very beautifril specimens of soda, wUch I bttraglit 
out with me. 

*< We returned over piles of sdtpetre-earlii and 
fire-beds, out of one avenue into another, nn^^ 
at last, with great fktigue and a *m light, we 
entered the walls of the Chief Ck^, where, fi* 
the last time, we trimmed our lamps, and ^^ 
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t^red the spaqioBB avenue that carried us to th^ 
Second Mappers. 

*'l found, whea in the last-mentioned lai^e 
ayenae, or upper cbapiber, mapy curiosities, such 
as Glauber, salts, £psotn salts, flint, yellow ochre,^ 
spar, of different l^inds, and soiqe petrifi^cttons, 
which I brought out, togetbi^ .with the Mvmmy^ 
which was found at the Second Hoppers^ (B) We 
happily arrived at the moutii of the cave about 
three in the morning, nearly exhi^usted and worn 
4own with nineteen hours' continued £atigue. 

'^1 was nev fainting on leaving the cave and 
iabaUng the vapid air of the atmosphere, after 
having so long breathed the pure air which is 
occaaioned by the nitre of tl\e cave. The pulse 
beat stronger when in the cave, but not so &st 
as when upon the surface. 

<<l have described to yoa hardly one half of 
the cav^ as the avenues between, the mouth of 
the cave and Hie Second Hoppers have not been 
n^med. There is a passive in the main avenue, 
tihout sixty rods from the entrance, like that of a 
trap-door: by sliding aside a large flat stone, 
you can descend sixteen or eighteen feet, in a 
v§ry narrow defile, where the passage com€» upon 
a level, and winds about in such a manner as 
to pass under the main passage without having 
any communication with it, and at last opeM into 
the main cave by two large psussages just beyond 
the Second Hoppers. It is called Glauber Salt- 
room, from salts of that kind being found there;: 
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the Flint Room, all of which arelAf^, kbd mSik 
Of thett t^[«ite Miri^. The \k&i I (Shall ithte^on is 
i very wkfdft^g AVfthu^v ^Idh ftVMteB^s ttff «t 
tke jS'ettMtf Hbpperifi tAiA tViHik if€^ ^A ^AiSt^ 
-^mt foi* ttldte f httft iw6 iJb^i at&i Is 6all^d tlifi 
AMMrstf €ita)»Uiiei^, fiHA tlie ebb6 bf llid ftotriid 
made Ih it. Tbd iimh df thU ^dM« ils ^f^ hem 
lifai; eiitWMtodI Wifth blll^dhe, «j>af, ^ttd iA iUiidy 

tendifig' fhiitail thd ti^iHng' (d- th« flooir." i dbbi^ 
^ei«d itt'ftU ttt><itM^ * v^y high ddtfa^ (T) in or 
neiv the eMtM df ^^ at^bb', a^rpai'^dy fift^ ^^ 
k%hv iNfbg ki i^h di^^ip^, fdiitboil^d id thett»it 
fimoiful tod I'dA^fc tnahtt^r iW ii:^ «M ifl^fiY 
fedi froiA «h« Uadgi^Si ttad' ift ^f^6\m Obi&rbttAt 
rich and brilliant. 

^llio dolttdtfttt of st)2Lr dtid' Hre btitldi&titbs in 
this dMitnbftr ave ext^mdy I'omatttlc fii ^\Hi' di^' 
pear4noe« with the tttfle^tkiii o^ dllti tfi f#b ti^tttif. 
There is * didr fdl-U^)! of Ihiti s^a¥, diJled* ?F^- 
iii'i Arkt-ehtUrt Wbi«h is t&rjf larg^, afid: ^mUtSi 
iw the <:etiti« Of €h^ ilveniie, iffld ^^ ^d^Sfed: 
vidi ntany iatdllef oii^.- CtdltimttS 6f ^a^ flht^d,- 
and sttMhtod Witk UndiM t>f 6t)ar siiid &tttf<«ftit^, 
ditBLpeiify «f «ario«f dblbtti'i^' stfpeVhly l^t^dhM; 
and btnH in the titbit ^a^ftil iti&tin^f, dlr^ gftVwW 
with th« gr«Mb^ BtfKiattcy ftbilti the felfettTtfn df 



^'A part df th6 OtuAied CUmh^ \s AHc^tf' 
bvftr tb« ^1 AitotH, trMdi ^aS&)^ fltitf^r f!^ 
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W^itMCnttti^ei', #jthoitt bttvihg ixt^ tttntt^^tk 
With it. Bfy guinfe fed ttt6 info ^ Vei^ ttdri*<Wf 
d6i9e oA th^ lefl i^di^ of iSiiA dislmb^r^ dtM stbadt 

&d ^idd of St i$ttix)ot1t litit^^ote-foeft, tto' or ttr)£!v& 
ftiftf, ^Wch ite pa^st^d With iiititth prefcarftltftt- 
for, hatd i«'6 slipped f^oftt cmi' hoVli i^ef had gtmcf 
*to that boufne from itliettce tio ti'Avdler retartitf/ 
if I tusif ittdg«' f^otfi a cataritet of i/t^itet, wftosfe' 
dibmat^ grotitid we beard dt ^^ boufdldei'ablb distktr^^' 
in: tMs pit, atrd rt^arfy tiAd^ tis. IfOv^evei-, W6' 
crossed in safety, clinging fast to the wall, {th'd* 
wifrdiiig ddwtt tinder ther Haunted CAdmiret-', and 
tiiroagh a t«ry tiatro^ passige, fot' thirty or fytiy 
y^fdls, i»hfen otrreotirse wa^ \v«6t, dntf the pdssagd 
meaty 6t tffittt f*e1i in tHdtb, dtid from teh' t» 
^^te^ hi^, ^ nfore tb«(n » nrile*. Tie aif 
vra^ pime' add' de%htfQl' hi thii^ ai^ MreHa^ in 6thet' 
pstrts of th«f cav6. At tit ftlrtfcerpart of thi«' 
attebfttr, We came opoti a reset%'crtr' of water, Vfei*y 
ctear and del^Mfbl to the tdcste, apparently hav- 
itig^ AdMidr M^ uor outtrit. (3^) 

«'Withitf a ffewydttlff 6f this risertoir ol* wat^ 
ow the riglift; bsAd <Jif this dave, tbei-e is an av6i 
ntre, whi^Jh leads to the? north- w^st. W(6 Hatf 
efettered' it abottt fottf Jket, Wh^tt We? danle fO" 
g^vetiX tieltntans of ittef tiioi^ briUiaht spar, si^tty 
at seventy f^et itl beij^t, and almost perpendi- 
ctdar; whidb staud ill Badtts of water, that cbiheir 
tlrfeklin^ down their sides, ^dn passes otf'silleiidy 
^m the basins, and enters the Cavities of ^ton)^, 
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witliout bci^ seen again. These columps oispar 
and the basins they rest in» for splendour and 
beaoty surpass every i^nular work of art I . ever 
saw. We passed by these coliimns, and entered 
a junalU but beautiful chamber, whose walls were 
about twenty feet apart, and the arch not more 
than seven high, vrhite as whitewash could have 
made it; the floor was. level as far as I explored 
it, which was not a great distaoce, as I found 
many pit-holes in my path, that appeared to, 
have been lately sunk, which induced me to. re- 
turn. 

*' We returned by the beautiful pool pf water,, 
which is called the Pool of CUtoriw, after the 
Fons CUtorius of the classics, which was so pure 
and delightful to the taste, that, after drinking of 
it, a person had no longer a taste for wine. On 
our way back to the narrow defile, I had some, 
difficulty in keeping my lights, for the bats were 
so numerous, that, flying coiMinually in our fac^, it 
was next to impossible to get along with safety. 
I brought this trouble on myself, by my. owj^ want 
of forethought; for, as we wei-e moving op^ I no- 
ticed a Itfge number of these bats hangipg by 
their hind legs to the arch, which was not above 
twelve inches higher thim my head. I took my 
cane, and gave a sweep the whole length of it, 
when down they fell; but soon, like so many imps, 
they tormented us till we reached the narrow de- 
file, when they left us. We returned by Wilkin s 
Arm-chair y and back to the Second Hoppers. It 
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yrw at thW I^^Cfi I ftmn4 the M^fn^^ vWcij \ 
(before £^llu(}ed to, wh^re it }iad be^ p}^P^d kf 
Mr* Wilkios, from Wptfeer p^rt pf tb^ c^ye, fof . 
prpWPffttjpR* Jt i* ^ ftm^?, about six fsp^ i» 
height, aiMj ^9 perfjBprty drjec} as tq wpigh bw^ 
^w^ty pauftjJs ^bea | fouBfJ it Tljp tajjr 09 1^ 
back ywt Qi tbfi bP«4 is f^^l»« pjip^i ?«>4 ftf ^ 
sa^llr bi)0| 1^ tQp a( tbe fae^4 i^ bal^^rrj^lld tbe 
«3ffi» i»pk mto tbe l^a^; fb^ i»qsf, off thfit p^f^ 
i9r(|i$:Ji 19 (c^rtilagiaoiis^ 19 4rifi4 fjown fq ^ bpii^- 
^ ti)6 foce; the lips arp dr|e4 ?fWW^i w4 4w- 
poY^f^ » e»e fe^ of teetb, ifbite »s iyopy. Tb§ 
hands aiM) feet ^re pierfect, evflji J:a jtbp nftilfif, |^4 
yery delicate like tbofte of ^ yppgg perspii; but 
the teeth are ^i^oni ^ ropc^ as a PAr§9i9i'i »! t|i^ 
age of fifty. 

'^She must have been some personage of high 
distinction, if we may judge from the order in 
which she was buried. Mr. Wilkins informed me 
she was first found by some labourers, while dig- 
ging for saltpetre-earth, in a part of the cave 
about three miles from the entrance, buried eight 
feet deep between four iimestone-slabs, in the 
posture she is exhibited in the drawing (seated 
with the knees brought close to the body, which 
is erect ; the hands clasped, and laid upon 
the stomach; the head upright. She was muffled 
up and covered with a number of garments made 
of a species of wild hemp and the bark of a 
willow which formerly grew in Kentucky. The 
cloth is of a curious texture and fabric, made up 
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in the form of blankets or Mrinding sheets, with 
very handsome borders, Bags of different sizes 
were found by her side, made of the same cloth, 
in which were deposited her jewels, beads^ trinkets, 
and implements of industry: all which are very 
great curiosities, being different from any thing 
of the Indian kind ever found in this country. 

'^ Among the articles was a musical instra- 
ment, made of two pieces of cane, put together 
something like a double flageolet, and curiously 
interwoven with diegant feathers : she had likewise 
by her side, a bowl of uncommon workmanship, 
and a vandyke made of feathers very beautiful. 

<^My friend Mr. Wilkins gave me the Mummg^ 
which I )>rought away, together with her appardi 
jewels, music, &c." 
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APPENDIX. 

(see CHAP. II. ON INDIAN TRIBES AND MANNERS.) 

From Adair* s History of the American Indians. 

**In the year 1747, a Natchee warrior told me, 
that while one of their prophets was using divine 
intocations for rain, (according to the faint image 
of their ancient tradition,) he was killed with 
thunder on the spot, upon which account the 
spirit of prophecy ever after subsided among them, 
and he became the lai^t of their reputed pro- 
phets." 

" They (the Indians) abhor moles so exceed- 
ingly, that they will not allow their children even 
to touch them, for fear of hurting their eye-sight, 
reckoning it contagious. They believe that na- 
ture is possessed of such a property, as to trans- 
fuse into men and animals, the qualities either of 
the food they use, or of those objects that are 
presented to their senses : he who feeds on venison, 
is, according to their physical system, swifter, 
and more sagacious, than the man who lives on 
the flesh of the clumsy bear, or helpless barn-door 
fowls, the slow-footed tame cattle, or the heavy 
wallowing swine." 
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To shew the depopulating effects of the small- 
pox, he thus proceeds : "About the year 1738, 
the Cherokees received the infection, which re- 
duced them almost one-half in twelve months." 
The old magi and religious physicians reported, 
that the sickness had been sent among them on 
account of their sins. Those infected (the reputed 
sinners) "were ordered to lie out of doors, day 
and night, with their breast frequently open to the 
night dews, to cool the fever ; they were likewise 
afraid that the diseased would pollute the house, 
and by that means procure all their deaths. They 
poured cold water on their naked breasts, sung 
their religious mystical songs with a doleful tune, 
and shook a calabash with pebble-stones over 
the sick; using a great many frantic gestures, 
by way of incantation. When they found their 
regimen had not the desired effect, but that the 
infection gained upon them, they held a second 
consultation, and deemed it the best method to 
sweat* their patients, and plunge them into the 
river, which was accordingly done. Their rivers 
being very cold by reason of the numberless springs, 
which pour from the hills and mountains, and 
the pores of their bodies being open to receive 
the cold, it rushing in through the whole frame, 
they immediately expired." Many killed them- 
selves in consequence of finding their former beauty 
gone without hopes of its return. '' I remember,'' 
says Adsur, ^' a great head warrior, when he saw 
himself disfigured by the small-pox, chose to die. 



Digitized 



by Google 



APPBKDtX^-^IKOlAN TftlBKft. 457 

that he might end, as he imagined, his shame. 
When his relations knew his desperate design, 
they narrowly watched him, and took away from^ 
him erery sharp instrument. After a tedious search, 
foding nothing but a thick and round hoe-helve, 
ha took the fated instrument, and having fixed 
(me end of it on the ground, be repeatedly threw 
himself on it, till he forced it down his throat, 
when he immediately expired." 

In speaking of their violent attachment to ar^ 
dentt s|iirits, Adair mentions the following instance 
of a Choctaw Indian who teased him excessively 
for spirits. He told him he had a bottle very 
hot, but cautioned him from using it, adding, 
tbat if his ** heart was rery^ poor for it>" he should 
have it. The reply of the Indian wa8> " Your heart 
\a h(mest indeed, I thank you, for it is good to 
my heart, and makes it greatly to rejoice." With* 
out any forther ceremony^ be seieed the bottle, 
uncorked it» and swallowed a large quantity of 
bwning liquid, till he was nearly strangled. When 
the violence of this fouming draught was pretty well 
over, he hegsm to flourish away 4n praise of the 
strength of the liquor, and the bounty of the giver. 
He then went to his companion, and held the 
bottle to hts mouth, (according to custom,) till he 
took sev^al hearty draughts. This Indian seemed 
father more sensible of its fery quality than the 
ot^er, for it sufibcated him for a. considerable 
tif»e; but as soon as he recovered his lireath, 
be tumbled about on the floor in various postures 
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like a drunken p^rson^ overcome by the force 
of the liquor. In this manner they both renewed 
their draught till they bad finiabed the whole 
brittle, into which two others had be^i decanted. 
The amused Chickasaw spectators laughed heartily 
at them, mimicking the actions, language, and 
gesture of drunken savages. The burning liquor 
so highly inflamed them, that one of the Choe- 
taws drank water till he almost buisit; the other, 
rather than bear the ridicule of, the people, and 
the inward %e that distracted him, drowned faim- 
sdf the second night afiter, in a broad and shal- 
low clay-hole." . 

'^ There was an incident, something similar, 
which happened in the year 1736, in Kanatoore, 
the most northern town of the Cherokees. Wfa^i 
all the liqUor was expended, the Indians went 
home; leading with them those who were intoxi* 
cated. One, however, soon came back, and 
earnestly implored me for more n^iwhati, wMch 
signifies both physic and spirituous KquolPs. The 
more 1 excused myself, the more anxious he grew, 
so as to become o0l^sive. I then told bieb, (hat 
I had only one quarter of a bottle of strc^g. physic, 
which sick people might drink in small quantities; 
and laying it down brfore him, I decteted I did 
not on any account choose to part wi<h it; but, (as 
his speech had become very long and troublesome,) 
he might . do just as bis heart dirapted c^cerning 
it He took it up, saying his heart was very 
poor for physic, but that would cure it, and make 
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it quite straight. Tlie bottle conUiioied almiost 
thuM.gills of strong 8[xuriis of tiupentw^, wbiflti m. 
a short time he drank off. The troublesome /vkfitor 
soon tumbled down, and foamed prodigiously. Hi^. 
rdbytibns took/him home, and, with a decoctiob 
#f. proper, herbs, and roots, he soon got well. He 
e«ar after cautioned the rest from teasmg mefor 
any physic I had concealed for my own use; otheiv 
wise they might be sure it would spoil them, like 
the ^ting of fixe." 

Adair thus speaks of Uieir cunning in war: — 
** They are amazingly artfol in deceifing an enemy; 
they will fasten the paws and : trotters of the 
panthers, bears, and: buffaloes, to their feet and 
Imids, and- wind abo)^ like the drclings of such 
ammals, in the land they usually frequent, Thay 
also will mknic the diff<^rent notes of wild fowl, ^ 
wd the soond of ew&j quadruped winch exists.in 
tke American woods. 

^' In the year 1747, a couple lOf the. Mohawk 
Indians came . against the lower towns of the 
Chwokees, and so cunningly ambuscaded them- 
selves through most part of the i^ring and summer, 
as to kill above twenty in different attacks, before 
^y. were discovered by any party of the enraged 
and dejected people. They had a tborou^ 
knowledge of the most convenient ground for their 
puipose, .and were extremely swift. Whenever 
they killed, any, and got the scalp, they made off 
to the neighbouring mountains, and ran oyer the 
bread ledges of rocks, in contrary courses, as oc- 



Digitized 



by Google 



HiS»ki iMsieAi no thsii tM poviilers eoBld by 
Utt mekns tribis thism. Otneisv wfaai a large ctbi^ 
]Miiiy ^(M8 ill cbflle df thl^^ tbby im tokmd a 
dteep fain nt tills fa^dd nf the man edstfehi btamh 
#f tbe t^vstdtfAli rivw, ittt^eptsfl, kttled^ ttM 
Millp^d tbb hiiidiii^st UUlM pi^, dttd then ifiaul^ 
a^bm^mik Aim anti Kcowhe^; <iHi was titt> tdwi 
ta^hiob the ci^m^iiy bdoaged: ihe^^the tliwni^ 
p«€^le)tbei hasUtied iidme in a clask body^ its Aa 
proper place of security from s\ich i^emy itkaroUi 
IfithiBihaniier did thote two ^ti^y ^ant 
sair^p» perplek and tutihiidalJe their fora^ ior Ui^ 
•picifc of ft)Qr miNDtis^ lA th» gmriMt liemiritjt 
ibough th^ ^T^ oftan fbk^d ti^ kill aaifl batbtew 
iHuH ihe^r ohhaiy liifed liqpokH tti 1l«c mMit of ib«^ 
wateliful enemAea* Havoig bofllcietitljr reiengsd 
tbeir iJefatidns' faiamd, tmd Ratified their dwn «m 
biUdn witfc iib uisspntaMii mnmbekr dlsnipB^ ikmy 
resolved to captivate one, arid ran home wiA 
HiMva^ a f**dof t»f their h&Vfaig kflied monie bat 
the teennw t>f tbeilr edantry. Accordingly ttuef 
tqppi^afebU verijT neai^ to Keowhefe^ about hidf % 
mile hiAofw the iata Ftel Prioce €r«or|pe^ adtsmdag 
with %be vsual eatxiidh on aneh an odtrsfcaoti,*^ 
bate crawlbd akfeig under tUe best ^ver of ibt 
fiiapcei iibout thie dnstahce of an Inmdred ytais 
n h^ad, while the other MAed from ttoe t6 
tree^ looking aharpl^ erery way. In the x f in' - 
img hn old tean discovert them from tikietop HI 
vh adjoining hilU and knew them to be^iemiefe"<^ 
The acconnt condlntea by stating the trnptimt xnf 
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ibe warriors^ Who were piit to the nlMt exorociatiag 
toftorte of Arei 

The Indiaiis easilj find their why hi tradkles^ 
wiomfai* Adiaif rotates ttie following instance : ''A 
iRmting tiarty trf the Cbickaxawv went out to th^ 
csleirt of tbdl- winter limite, betwe^ the €lioe« 
antd Muakobgeb countrits : bding d^esirocij^ of 
their hunt, they «eilt vS a f6xmg war^ 
nor to dfeeondr cef'taiki liands they were una<i^ 
^traSted ivilk^ which they pointed otit by thi 
course of the sun, lying at the di^tanice of about 
tiiirty imles. Near tliat plated he cailie up with 
a iramp vf dn^t^vn^ who seetaved to treat him 
kibdlyv gtving him venison and parch^ corn t6 
Mi; bitt while he was ^eating what some of the 
w!oai^ had laid before him^ one of the €hoe>- 
taws titept behibd him, iind sank his tomahawk 
into, his hfead^ His associaii^ helped hitn to tearry 
iiway tb^ Tietiih, and tjiey hid it in a hollow tree at 
a cohsMetebte distance from their camp; afler 
^ich Iftey spitedily mtiovedw When the time 
for his i^torti was elapsed^ the Ghickasaws the 
it«at day mahie a pkce of ^curity for their wo*- 
faMH and tUldTen, und^ the protection cyf a few 
#iaTiors^ and &e morning following patetigfd theai<- 
stkres red lasd Uack, and went in quest of theilr 
kiMman. Though th^y were strangers to the {d^te^ 
tei^ farther thian by th^ indications to hkn befell 
hfe tet off; yet» sueh swift and skilful woodsmen 
wereHiey, liiat fcy twelve o*clock that day, they 
came to <lie Choctaw campiBg place, where, after 
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a narrow search, they discovered the trace of 
blood on a fallen tree, and a few drops of fresh 
blood on the leaves of trees, m the course they 
had dragged the corpse; these dvected than 'to 
the wooden urn, wharein the remains of tiieir km»- 
men were enclosed* They said, as tb^ ware men 
and warriors, it belonged to the female rdatioos 
to weep for their dead, and to diem to reraige 
it. They came up with the Ghoctaws before day- 
light, surrounded thar camp^ attacked them, kffled 
one, and wounded several." 

* 'When the Chickasaws were once engi^ed in 
war with the Muskhogee, one of their young war- 
i*iors set off alone against them, to revenge the 
blood of a near relatidn : his burning beart would 
not allow him to delay its gratification, and pro- 
ceed with a company. He went through the most 
unfrequented and thick part of the woods,- till 
he arrived opposite to the town of. Koosah, which 
^tood on a river about two hundred and fifty 
yards broad, which empties into the Mobile, fie 
concealed himself under cover of the top of a 
fallen pine-tree, in view of the ford of the trad- 
ing path, where the enemy now and then passed 
the river in their light canoes. He waited with 
patience almost three days, when a young mao, 
a woman, and a girl, passed a little wide of him, 
about an hour before sunset. The former he shot 
down, tomahawked the other two, and scalped 
each of them, in full view of the town. By way 
of bravado, he shook the scalps before thai, 
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soanded.the awful death- whoop» and set off along 
the trading path, trusting to his heels, while a 
great many <^ the enemy ran to their arms and 
gaye chase. Seven miles from thence, he entered 
th^JBlueRidge of the Apalachian mountains. About 
an hour before day, he had run over seventy miles 
of that mountainous tract; then, after sleeping two 
hours in a sitting posture, leaning his back against 
a tree, he set off again with firesh speed, and got 
home safe and well in less than forty-eight hours, 
a distance of about three hundred miles." 



COTTON. 

(See' Chapter X. on Cotton.) 

The article of Cotton,. which bas been so particu- 
larly referred to in this work, is of euch import- 
ance, that the commerce carried on in this pro- 
duction closely connects Great Britain with the 
United States. For this reason, it is impossible 
that any elucidation into which we may enter, can 
be too minute; more especially so, when we con- 
sider how extensive a portion of the population 
of the United States is either employed in the 
cultivation of this article, or benefited by the 
commerce to which it gives such a powerful im- 
pulse, 

A Circular from one of the first commercial 
establishments in Liverpool, (perhaps I may say 
one of the most extensive American mercantile 
houses in the kingdom) enables me to particularize 
the great commerce carried on in cotton, nut only 
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with GreAt Britain, biit Ifkewide between all the 
other European powers, and the United States. la 
this Circular, the opinion which I had farmed from 
fctat^nents in my own possession, relative to the 
quantity of cotton produced in the republic, and 
the proportionate bulk exported from thence to 
Great Britain, is fully confirmed. 

The cotton trade in Great Britain has been 
faicreasing since the year 1B16, in a ratio of about 
ten per cent., as the following estin^ate will proye. 

In 1 8 1 6, the consumption of cotton in the British 

manufactories was cdculated at 340,000 

1817, 357,000 

1818, 393,000 

1819, **..*.. 43^,000 

1820, •^.•.* 475,000 

1821, 522,000 

1822, 574,000 

By this estimate it is calculated^ that five 
hundred and seventy-four thousand bags or bales 
of cotton will this year be consumed in the British 
manufactories^ Of this quantity, it is supposed 
tliat three hundred and fifty thousand bags will 
be received from the United States, each weighmg 
about three hundred pounds ; whilst tbe weight of 
the whole import will not exceed one hundred 
and fifty millions of pounds weight; consequently, 
Great Britain obtains nearly two-thirds of her 
Ivhole supply from the United States, and the 
latter country exports to this about two-thirds of 
her whole crop^ as will be seen by the foUoiving 
statement: — 
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Supposing that every pound of cotton win be 
manufactured into ten square yards of cloth, and 
calculating each yard to be worth ten-pence, then 
the amount of our cotton manufactures will reach 
to the astonishing sum of sixty-tWo and a half 
millions of pounds annually, which will be more 
by about fifteen millions than all the rest of Eu- 
rope. If we reckon the cost of the raw or un- 
mannfactnred article at eight-pence per pound, 
it will amount to five millions, leaving the amaz- 
ing sum of fifty-seven and a half millions for 
labour, &c. and profit to the manufacturer. 

Besides the great import of cotton from the 
United States, the West India Islands, and the 
Brazils, more than seven hundred and fifty thou- 
sand bales have been imported from the East 
Indies, of which about one hundred and twenty^ 
thousand bales only remain in Great Britain, the 
residue being either consumed or re-exported. 
At the present low prices, it is not to be ex- 
pected that any considerable quantity of cotton 
will be imported from the East Indies. I can- 
not state with any degree of precision, what will 
be the expense of producing cotton in the place 
last mentioned, although from the low price of 
labour, it must be very trifling. In that part of 
this work which treats of the commerce and ma- 
nufactures of the United States, I have mentioned 
tjhat the cost of raising cotton in that country, 
will not be more than eight or nine cents the 
pound, equal to four-pence halfpenny or five-pence 
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English. But in the Circular which has heeji 
published, and to which I have before alluded' 
two statements are given ; by which it would ap- 
pear that the cost of producing Cotton is con^ 
siderably more : these accounts are as follows : 

STATEMENT, No. 2. 
First Estimate of Cost of Cotton Plantation. 

Doi, CU. 

Food, 13 bnibeb of ooni, or 1 peek per week, at 70 cents per biubel, •• • 9 10 

1 hat Id 50c, 2 pair of sboes 2d 50c, 1 blanket 3cf . ., 7 

6 yards plains, at 75 cents, 4d 50c ; doctor and pbysio Icf • . . . 5 50 

One suit of OsniBibtirgf .. . . • , . . 1 50 

Tools, rehides, and horses •••••••. 1 00 

Tax ..•...;............... 1 50 

25 60 

100 negroes are equal to 60 good working-bands; VoUarf 

100 ayerage negroes, worth now perhaps 45 Od each\. ••..• • 85,000 

100 arerage Q«gr«e«, or 60 workiag*haad», will oaltivate each three 

and analf acres, or 210 acres, worth per acre 50d .••••• 10,500 

Planter*s capital 45,500 

If one working-hand cultivates 3 J acres, which give OOOlbofc lean cot- 
ton, 60 working-hfuids, or 100 average hands, will cultivate 210 
acres, which yield 54 ,000lbs clean Cotton, which at 11 cents per lb. 
is gross 5040 

Deduct the expense of keeping 100 hands at 24d, in lieu of 

25d 60c, the estimate 2400 

Factorage 2^ per cent on 5040<f 148 

Carriage, rent, drayage, and labour, on 185 bags, or 54,000lbs 

weight, at 2d 50c...... .....,.., 462 

Baggbg, at 90 cents per bale 166 

3176 

Leaves nett profit of 100 negroes, or 60 working-bands, at 11 cents, 2764 

Then it appears that a capital of 45,500d, in land and negroes, yields, if the 
Cotton sell at 11 ceaU per lb. 2764d, or 6 per cent. 

STATEMENT, No. 3. 

Second Estimate of Cost of Cotton Plantation. 

Cost of keeping one neg^o a year on a Cotton-plantation : Col, Cfs. 

Food 13 bushels of com, or 1 peck per '.week, at 70 cents per bushel 9 10 
Touching this item, this planter says, that he appoints a certain 
portion of hia negroes to cultivate bread stuff for those em- 
ployed in hit plantatidns, and that whether he cultivate it or 
' buy it, it wiU cost as above. 
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JM. qtff 

1 pair of shoes Id 25c, 1 blanket in S years, at 8(f is l<f ..••••... . S ' IS 

6 jards of plains, at 75 oents, Ad 50c ; 4o9tor an4 pbjsip Itf ^ M 

1 suit of Osnaburgs for sammer • 1 5*Q 

Tools. T^biolfs, and horses ,.,.,.^,,,.., • 1 M 

Tax 1 

20 65 



This planter says, that on an arerage 20tf will defray the expense per bend, 
mod these items come Tery near it Tt^e negro qut of his own extra earnings 
bays a hat and any more shoes be may require* 

Bat oat of 100 average hands^ 50 only are workers, the other 50 being 
rendered non-effective by infknoy, infirmity, ot from being need for dooiestioy 
poiposef. 

100 fTcrage negroes, worth 400d each ...., ,••••,.•..«.•• 40,00^ 

IQO' nverage negroes, or 60 working-hands, will caltivate each 9| 

l^res, or 175 aerei* worth per acre 80d ,,. 14,0QI( 

Amoipit of capital in negroes and land 54,OQ0 

The land is only worth 20 dollars per acre ; bat a planter mast bare at least 
foar times the quantity that is actaally employed for Cotton, seeing that it 
aoon gets exhaosted. It is too expensive to restore it by maoare, and it Bcf 
in fallow until the remainder of the estate has nndergone culture and txhaastion ; 
so that 8O4I is really the cost of an aere of Ibe land actaally in iue« 

Average gangs of negroes would, not long ago, have commanded 485tf each, so 
that the above is a low estimate. 

DoL CU. 
If one working-hand cultivates S| acres, which will yield OOOlb of 
clean Cotton, 50 working-hands will cultivate 175 acres, which 
will yield 45,000lbs. of clean Cotton, and which at 10 cents 

per lb. U 450e 

Dednotexpense of keepbg^OO bands at, 20tf •••.. 2000 

Factorage on 4500d, at 2^ per cent 112 60 

Carriage, rent, drayage and labour, on 160 bags or 450(^ 

weight, at 2tf 50c each 876 

Bagging, M 90 cents per bale ....• • iS6 

60 



Nett profit of 100 average or 50 workbg-hands, at 10 cents • • 1877 50 

-So that on a capital of negroes and land amounting to 64,000(f, there is a 
profit of i| per cept, at 10 cents per lb. 

These statements calculate that one working 
hand can cultivate three and a half acres. I 
hav^ mentioned in this work, that one good work* 
tng hand 4)aii cultivate five acres; I did nol bow- 
ever suppose that one slave .could raisin more 
than nine hundred pounds of cotton* Tk9 ^second 
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of tkeee stateroeats : mentions, that twenty dollars 
would support a negro for twelve months ; ex- 
Dc|>tiiig the expense of raising Indian com. I 
believe the latter statement may be considered 
as oorrect; but it certainly cannot cost so much 
as seventy cents per bushel to raise Indian com 
on a cotton plantation^ Two working negroes, with 
the assistance of one or two women or children^ 
can easily attend to thirty acres of Indian; com; 
supposing it to produce fifty bushels per. acr^^ 
these thirty acres will yield one thousand five 
hundred bushels, which, at fifty cents per bushel, 
wiU amount to seven hundred and fifty dollars. 
The, land cannot be considered of much value 
upon a cottou plantation, for there will always 
be a number of acres not suitable to plant cotton, 
therefore the following statement of the expense 
of raising Indian corn on a cotton plantation will 
be tolerably correct. 

Dollars. 

30 Acres of Indian Corn, producing 150 bushels, at 

50 cents per bushel 750 00 

Two working-bands, the cost of maintenance calcu- 
lated at twenty dollars each 40 

Women and children employed 15 

Implements, Mules, &c 30 

For interest of the vaJue of land worth 500 dol- 
lars, interest upon the value of slaves, and the 
decrement of their lives 235 — 320 

430 

Thus it appears that it would not cost a planter 
even fifty cents per bushel, to raise his own Indian 
com. The value of land for raising cotton ought 
not to be rated so high as eighty dollars ; although 

2h 



Digitized 



by Google 



470 UNITBD STATES OF AMBltlCA. 

in sdme parts of the GardinM and Geoi^a, it 
18 requisite to have four times the quantity <rf 
land more than is actually under ealthnatiw %rith 
cotton, it being^ of so exhauMing a natdr^, that 
after it has produced a cirop, the grtmnd must 
remain fallow for tw6 or thriee fBCM; yet ti^ is 
not always the case ; and in Alabataa^ aiid 9omt 
parts of Louisiana/ there is land so ri^, iSMt it 
may be cultivated for years without reqairing 
manure, or to be laid fallow. Under these cit^ 
cmnsiances, I am of opinion, that cottofi catt be 
raised fbr eight or liine cents die poutid^ and 
that the planters will be paid good int^est (at 
their capital. Certainly, ho^eter, in this case, 
they must attend themselws to their Tifamtationd, 
and perhaps they may be obliged to become (heir 
own overseers, and after all, they may not b^ 
able to live in the same state of luKurious idleness 
as in former years. 

In North Carolina, on the Pedee river, a num- 
ber of laborious persons have commenced the 
raising of cotton, 'and it is calculated that twenty 
thousand bales are now annually produced by thdr 
exertions. These farmers, (for I will not term th^m 
planters) possess from fifty to one hundred acres 
of land each. Upoh a farm of one hundred acres, 
when about thirty are planted with cotton; two 
working negroes, two mules, and two boys^ are found 
sufficient to cultivate it, with the hdp of the 
farmer, and to produce between five and six 
thoasaad pounds w^ht of cotton; besides com> 



Digitized 



by Google 



^PFBNJWX-i-rCOTTON. 411 

^C, ,fqr j9u^«iiMii?^ of the fermsr, bis. fiufuly, and 
n^grofnh Th9. c«ltiVAtion.of cottim on. the P«d«e 
]Mr<r i^' iocreaeing ^t tite. vate of . about twenty 
^ffff: lOeiul. p^. abnu0^ It. baa. lately been dis* 
«0T«:^, M i£:th«iplaiijt prcMkidng cotton, hft* 
coniM £«Uy rip«, >it*,nK^. renaia on the groniMk- 
dmwg Miintcr, for.ite ^rodaotion wiU not. then be 
i^imred hy frost;: andicfinaeqaently tb^y caa.pidc 
it •& .lei$iire. 1, ^ase. ffcmt pleasure in st^tii^ 
^ftt i0« 9<Maii»€>f >tbe«e fams wha» cotton is cul- 
tivaM. tbeirft are not any slaves, bat there aw 
n#.t ttmxy tbou«^ pounds wdght ^bna produced, 
for iiU the cotton (gonerally speaking) from Ame- 
^ic^^ bpthNor^b and South, is obtained frooi.slfve^; 
and in sodm ^mtmn it baa boei^ pc0«{u»d by the 
l^ood <tf tb# PQW Africans, or thdr sable desceodr 
an^ We $lU0ifit use the words, although we mfiy 
apply the nu^ming, of the following couplet. 
" Go, lusdious, sweet, seducing food, 
Purc^ed by drops of hun^n blood," 

A planter on the river Roanoke, in Virginid, 
made the following statement to one of my friends. 
He said, that he possessed about seven hundred 
acres of land, which he formerly employed in 
raising wheat and tobacco ; that, in consequence 
of the present low prices of these two articles, 
he had disposed of nineteen working slaves, be- 
sides women and children, having no mora left 
than five working negroes and fifteen women and 
children. He bad permitted a considerable part 
of his land to remain uncultivated; and latterly. 
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^:tli6 produce the had to dispose of, ws» only 
six thousand weight of tobacco, in^nch he wm 
ohtiged to take, to Peteraburg, Wl Vkgiaia, a diftn 
tahce.of sev^ty^five miles by kndy when he ccmeMi 
only, obtain five c^its per pomdy amouatiiig ta 
no .more than three hundred doUafs. ' TUib fumet 
intended : to commeiice the cnlttTation of cottony 
s'^ii^^gi^'fi'om what somie of his neigbbCMan» 
had produced, he ^xpeetad -to procure ^fifty bales, 
or fifteen thousand pounds weight ^ whidi, at ei^t 
cents per pbund, would amount to twelTe himdred 
dollars, making a difference of nine hundred dol« 
lara. in. favour of produdng cotton, instead of 
that poisonous, filthy weed, tobacco. Tins Amner 
Mkewiae expected, that . fae:irtlO«lld ber aUa to 
raise a sufficient quantity of ccfim, :&c; for tiie 
siqiport of his family, negroes, and cattle. I have 
little doiibt that cotton will be in gmieml cukiva* 
tion in the course of a few years, in the states 
of North Carolina, Virginia, and Maryland. 
, It has lately been noticed in one of the Ame- 
rican newspapers, that a gentleman on Long Islaaid, 
Stat^ of New York, ha^ made a successfiil attcmjrf:' 
in producing cotton on that island. The fidlowh^ 
is a statement of the . population of six (tf the 
states, where cotton is principally produced. 

South Carolina 502,741 of which 258,475 are slaves. 

Georgia 340,989 148,482 

• Alabama 127,901 41,000 

Mississippi 75,448 32^14 

' Louisiana 153,407 68,500 

Tenuessee __f ^2,^3 80,0 00 ' 

l,t>23,099 t>29,271 
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it iis calcoktod thftt four hundred and. thirty^ 
cme 'thousd(iid» -nine himdred and seventy-one 
eyt '1ki%Be^ lAa'res are either employed on, or be- 
Idi^; ^tOt ' oMJton plaiitations^ We may, howevar, 
add about ^fty tbowand mof e slaves, employed 
in* tile same manMr, in North Carolina, and other 
stgtbto'Wbere cotton is produced, and not enumer- 
ated in the statem^it. By this it would appear, 
tfaatifaur hundred and e^bty-one thousand nine 
brnnked land; seventy-ojie^ slaves, or th^eabouts, are 
employeid on this mtuAe; and, taking the aggregate 
Miempioyedy'itis scarcely one-eighth ^f a bale of 
cotton produced by one diave. Thid, however, is 
no critenon to prove what quantity of cotton it is 
probable yvSkl be produced hi the United States, 
ta s«ve for their own consumption, and that of 
Surope. 

By the stotemait which 1 have made, relative to 
the Virginian fanner who expected to produce fifteen 
thousand pounds of cotton; with the same hands 
which the culture of six thousand pounds of tobacco 
required,it would appear that cotton can be raised 
s^ less expense than this noxious weed. This 
farmer did not form his expectations from vague 
snnoiM ; they were founded on what his neighbours 
had. obtained: but admitting that a pound of 
cotton can be produced with the same labour as a 
pound of tobacco, is it not a natural consequence, 
to expect, that many will discontinue the cultiva- 
tion of tobacco, . for the more pleasant and profit- 
able article of cotton, which always commands the 
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h^^r pmfit If c^tkmicm be. mtif4 in Virgiiia, 
«od ^^ m l^mg hXmA, utale of Sbw Yodk, wt« 
ii];»y^p^t «re long to me it parodoeed w M^dp 
ittt th» We^ti^m States. Liet it apceW a tt ended 
l» by tbe im^ £ivmem> Md it is imgopsiMft 
tp ;B%y.t^ ^T*i«t gr6*t «i:t«nt it iOiay be mrriad^ or 
vb«| q^wtiify wiU be product ;-^-^'ena9gb 4wt»uily» 
to 9i9Fv^ fof 1^ iooreaeed.ideiAfiiid* . 

Jt M itfiid/ tb$^t the cultiTAtioii of «iigac isjunr 
sp pr^t^ble^ 4t m»y bo.ejipeqted Ibnttbe wgn 
l4apt^» lym piU!cfoM^ a coMideroble iawaiher nf 
i|«gf0ef>> 1^9 bftwe beeA bitbtrto omptoered in 
fVfms ^Qttop, It 19 tboDgbt tbat about twm^ 
Q.^e tbfHiii^ q{ tb^j^vQfiopuli^ii of Loiiwwiun 
s^f^ emplpyed by- tbe ffugw. idMs^eis; f b«^z:ejsaeii 
mmy QB\^9,tkmB rfil«iti¥e tp ^e cost, of produor 
ing sugar; and I have no doubt, that upon a welti 
copdneted plM)t»tioii ii^ir New Qileaiui, the cost 
b^ abqpt four cents pw pownd, ^niA to twi»rpence 
farting Clf^Usb, sopposiag nK>laaM» tf fe smMtti 
twmty cwt9» K^ near elevenrpence Bngiiah, tfa# 
g^oot Tbe price ot sugar at the tioM ofboSkig, 
i^ g«ner^Iy frost six to eight dollais £or one ImoN 
dred po^mls. Molasses vary considwaUy im tbe 
prio«, sotnetiroes seUiag at twenftynfive c^rts, or 
<wa-qil9rter of a dollar, and at otheni no mere 
than twdye end a half cents, oc one-eighth of 
a doUaTt per gallon. At these prtce» Aen is no 
doobt that a sugar planter in Louisiana abteins 
very great interest for the capital which he 
employs. 
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Beit notwlti^^nlhilg fh^ei advanl&geb, thetid 
«K#e i^dffie ptohters tl^te wb<0 do ndt i^utceed, l»Dd 
pl^tdtidn^ eire donfinyally dtl Jikle. In 1821 £t 
filfttitatkm was offered fot &al6 oli j^eisMotiable and 
ev^ti adTantageous terms to the purchaser, but 
no dite 6flfered for it^ afld whefi I left that plac^ 
the Mode Was advertised, (in which d^Btit^d 
all the slaves al"^ included) ai^ It Wiis int^ftd^ 
t« diclcdtitiilue thd cultivation. The motive for 
fees^ remaricB is, to inquire whether it is pro- 
bable, thfet, in consequence of the profits obtained 
by dultivatii^g sugar, so considerable a part of 
the slave population, now employed in produein^ 
cotton, will be diverted from that culture, as 
will caase less cotton to be raised. 1 conceive 
this will not be the case ; for admitting that five 
thousand additional slaves may be wanted every 
year for the sugar plantations of Louisiana, yet, 
when we consider that this number is to be drawn 
from a slave population of eight hundred thousand, 
only one-half of whom are engaged in the growth 
of cotton, we cannot expect that more than one- 
haltj or two thousand five hundred slaves, will 
be sold by the cotton planters. This number, if 
diverted from cotton, will be more than counter- 
balanced by natural increase, and by those who 
will plant cotton in preference to tobacco. 

Should many be desirous to cultivate sugar, 
land suitable for that production would advance 
to such a. price, and the article of sugar would 
fall so low, as might cause no greater profit to 
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aecrae to the planter, than in a>ntiiiuii^ tonise 
cotton. 1 am of 'opinion th^'e is nOt - reaseii to, 
entertdln any fear of the United States not sup- 
plying the British manufactories with cotton. The 
Circular from the commercisd house at Liverpool, 
which has beoi ^the cause of my writing this wti« 
cle, 'would of r itself be a sufficient reason for my 
so doing; but the vast importance of a produc- 
tion on which the great fabric of British mamih 
&ctures is founded, and the connection which fte 
commerce in this article causes between the United 
Sta^s and Great Britain, fully deserve the most 
minute illustration. 
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